
Dear Longhorn Community,

Flipping that calendar to August always brings mixed emotions. Parents probably feel relief and
students and teachers feel the pressure of maximizing the last few days of summer. However,
everyone feels the excitement that comes with a new school year, and the anticipation of new
friends, new experiences, and maybe a new school. Of course, it also signals the start of hectic,
busy schedules, but that too is part of the excitement.

Too often lately, this welcome letter has needed to include information on unpleasant topics.
Let’s acknowledge the continued presence of Covid, but not spend an entire letter on it.
Unfortunately, there is another important discussion, so let’s get it out of the way.

All of us were horrified and heartbroken over the tragedy in Uvalde, TX last spring. It’s an event
that, while becoming too regular, still shocks us. However, something about this one felt
different.

We had two meetings this summer to examine our current security and discuss new issues and
possible additions or changes to our protocol. One meeting was led by a representative of the
Oklahoma School Security Institute and the other by the Oklahoma County Sheriff’s Office. Both
meetings included the Jones Police Department. City leaders and board members also
attended. We discussed response procedures, command and control, and things we can do to
ensure first responders have every advantage. Some of these suggestions will not be shared
with the community out of a need to protect the effectiveness of the measure. We don’t want the
other team in our huddle.

The security of our buildings has always been a priority, and we are fortunate to be in a great
position. Each building has a security vestibule where visitors can access the building only after
visual verification from school personnel. We have security cameras throughout, and all
classroom doors can lock from the inside. We have regular intruder and lock down drills, and we
have a school resource officer graciously provided by the city of Jones. At the Middle School,
we replaced two exterior doors that we were a little uncomfortable with, and the elementary has
added a visitor check-in station that will help to flag anyone not permitted on campus. Finally,
don’t assume every threat will be like the one in Uvalde. Some of these measures are in place
to protect us from other potential threats.

The troubling thought is that the school in Uvalde had all these same protections in place.
Unfortunately it appears that complacency and human error contributed to the outcome. That’s
why our primary focus is on training and regular inspections. Every classroom door must remain
locked at all times. The administration will place a priority on regular checks to ensure doors are
locked and buildings are secure. Additionally, we will continue to work with emergency response
agencies to implement suggestions they have made and find training opportunities for our staff.

We will not allow fear and anxiety to creep into our culture. This will be a happy, supportive, and
exciting place for our students to grow, play, and learn. Welcome Back, and every day…
It’s a Great Day to be a Longhorn!!!

Carl Johnson, Ph.D.
Superintendent
Jones Public Schools


