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As we draw to the close of the 2021-2022 
school year, I’m reflecting upon all things 
for which I am grateful. While we started 
the school year still dealing with COVID-19, 
we are ending the school year in what feels 
more normal than we have had in the past 
two-and-a-half years. We are ending the 
school year without a mask mandate from 
the health department, without required 
quarantines for close contacts, with all 
athletic and arts events in full swing and with 
no interruptions to face to face instruction. 
I am grateful to the community, our parents, 
teachers, support staff and administrators for 
the continued support as we have worked to 
provide as normal a year as possible for our 
children. As a father of three children and 
professional educator I am celebrating every 
day of normalcy. 

November seems like an eternity ago 
when our community supported the non-
homestead renewal and restoration. I know 
I have shared my thanks and appreciation, 
but I must thank you once again. Your 
support means a world class education for 
our children. Healthy schools equal healthy 
communities and healthy communities 
equate to a vibrant economy. People want  
to live in places with a thriving economy 
and desirable schools. Thank you for making 
HVS a great place to live, learn, grow, work  
and retire. 

The theme of the 2021-2022 school year 
has been all about partnerships and 
collaboration. Your collaboration to pass  
the two ballot initiatives is only one example. 
The task force, originated by our Board 
of Education, and made up of parents, 
community leaders and district staff, is 
another example of our efforts to remain a 
strong and vibrant community. The task force 
focused upon three important priorities: 

•	 The social and emotional well-being  
of our students;

•	 Program enhancements that HVS  
should consider as we transition from  
the pandemic; and

•	 Preparing students for the new economy.

The work done in this task force is significant 
and will benefit our students for years to 
come as we incorporate many of the ideas 
discussed throughout these meetings into 
our next five-year strategic plan. 

Finally, bond and building site sinking fund 
projects continue full steam ahead. Our 
buildings are being renovated, updated, 
and made safer and more secure–allowing 
for learning spaces that match our 
technologically-evolving world. For more 
information regarding bond projects please 
visit our website at hvs.org. 

To meet the needs 
of all students, HVS 
offers both a junior 
kindergarten and a 

traditional kindergarten 
program; each is a full 
day, Monday-Friday. 

Our junior kindergarten 
program is designed 

for children who could 
benefit from a two-
year kindergarten 

experience. 

Age requirements 
are identical for both 

programs: Your child is 
eligible if he or she is 
five-years-old by Sept. 
1, 2022. Children who 
turn five between Sept. 

2 and Dec. 1, 2022 
can be enrolled with a 

parent waiver.

To register, visit HVS.org 
or call 248-676-8431.

Is y0ur chIld 
regIstered f0r 
kIndergarten? 
d0n’t delay, the 

tIme Is n0w. 

ConstruCtion update 
continues from page 2

Once students leave for the 
summer, the contents for each 
building will be placed in 
storage so workers can replace 
ceilings, floors, doors, lighting 
and more. 

“When we walked through 
the doors in late August, it felt 
like a brand new building,” 
said Oxbow Principal Justine 
Greenleaf. “We have a new 
gym, our cafeteria was 
completely remodeled – and 
it wasn’t just the cosmetic side 
of things. We also have new 
technology in the building.”

As with the first four buildings, 
significant technology, safety 
and security upgrades are in 
the works for the buildings 
currently under construction, 
as well. 

Each building will also be 
outfitted with new modern, 
flexible and mobile furniture 
to accommodate collaborative 
learning. Media centers, 
cafeterias and offices will also 
get new furniture.

All work is made possible 
thanks to voter approval in 
2019 of a $200 million Bond 
and Building & Site Sinking 
Fund. 

Are you interested in working as a guest teacher, 
bus driver, custodian or other support staff at Huron 

Valley Schools? Do you enjoy the company of young 
people and supportive co-workers? Special education, early childhood, food  

service, recreation and lunch supervisor positions  are also available. To see all open positions, pay rates or to apply online, 
visit www.hvs.org/page/human-resources.
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https://www.facebook.com/huronvalleyschools
https://twitter.com/HuronValleyNews
https://www.hvs.org/
https://www.hvs.org/
https://www.hvs.org/page/human-resources


Fourth and fifth grade students are learning about 
cutting-edge technology and possible future careers 
as new 3D printers are introduced into every HVS 
elementary school.

HVS recently purchased 16 Makerbot 3D printers – 
two for each elementary school – with funds from a 
Career Readiness Grant provided by Oakland Schools.

“As we get rolling, students will be getting these  
pre-engineering skills at a young age,” said Derek 
Baad, HVS instructional technology coordinator. 
“Especially in the older grades, fourth and fifth, we’ll 
begin lessons where students design a prototype with 
basic software, get comfortable with 3D modeling and 
some pre-engineering concepts, and then print off a 
finished product.

“This will give them a headstart as they move onto 
middle schools, where we offer pre-engineering classes 
beginning in sixth grade,” Baad added. 

In Jason Rehnlund’s technology classroom at Oxbow 
Elementary, fifth graders recently completed a unit 
using a basic 3D CAD design program to create their 
own 3D designs on Chromebooks, then sent those 
designs to the new 3D printers. Students started with a 
simple keychain nameplate, but many enthusiastically Above: An elementary student watches the new 3D printer at work.

asked to do another project and moved on to making 
action figures and more.

“The kids were really, really engaged in the process,” 
Rehnlund said. “I thought we would need to spend 
several weeks exploring and honing in on those skills, 
but they picked it up quickly.” 

The unit, he said, also included discussion about the 
worldwide shift to 3D printing.

“Industries everywhere are using it,” he said. “Medical, 
manufacturing. They’re using 3D printing to make 
pieces of rocket engines.” 

HVS has implemented many additional STEAM – 
science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics 
– opportunities over the past few years, now adding 
the new 3D printers into a robust curriculum that 
offers career readiness options at all levels. 

Top left: Mallory Gignac, Heritage Elementary;  
Top right: Angela Eckerle, Lakeland High School.  

Bottom: Kari Leatch, Muir Middle School

Three HVS teachers were surprised recently when 
Superintendent Dr. Paul Salah walked into their 
classrooms along with members of the Board of 
Education, district and building administrators and 
others carrying flowers and snapping photos. Huron 
Valley Schools’ Teacher of the Year program was 
back this year, following subdued festivities in 2020 
and 2021 due to COVID-19. “We were thrilled to 
get out and celebrate these incredible and talented 
educators in the buildings and classrooms where 
they truly inspire and build futures every day,” said 
Dr. Salah. “Of course we know HVS has hundreds 
of outstanding teachers, so every year is a new 
opportunity to put one teacher from each evel in  
the spotlight.” 

Teacher of the Year winners are nominated by 
building administrators, with letters of support from 
colleagues, parents and teachers.

Mallory Gignac 
Heritage Elementary, 
Kindergarten

Angela Eckerle 
Lakeland High School,  
Geometry, Algebra, Honors Pre-Calculus

Kari Leatch 
Muir Middle School, 
7th & 8th Grade Math

ConstruCtion updates Continue aCross HVs
A second summer of con-
struction on Huron Valley 
elementary schools is under-
way. In March, work began 
at Country Oaks, Heritage, 
Kurtz and Spring Mills, as 

well as at the Apollo Early 
Childhood Center. 

Contractors are in the begin-
ning stages of adding new 
safe and secure entries at 

each building, as well as on 
the individual plans for each 
school – new gyms and/or 
classrooms, for example. 

(continue on back page)

Left: Heritage is one of four elementary schools, along with the  
Apollo Early Childhood Center, currently under construction.

State Champions
The Milford High School boys boardercross  

SBX team capped a perfect 7-0 season in February, 
winning the Michigan High School Snowboarding 

Association SBX State Championship at 
Mt. Brighton. Congratulations! 

Right: The MHS boys 
boardercross SBX

 team celebrates a state 
championship Feb. 16 at Mt. 

Brighton. Photo by Chris Wall
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