
We know the importance of cheerleaders keeping the crowd as well as
the team pepped up during competition, but what about the mascot?
Mascots have long been an integral part of many sports teams, and it
was initially sports organizations that first thought of using animals as a
form of mascot to bring entertainment and excitement for the
spectators. Before mascots were fictional icons or people in suits,
animals were used to bring a different feel to the game and to strike fear
upon the rival team. The word 'mascot' originates from the French term
'mascotte', which means lucky charm. I guess, in a way, we have our own
lucky charm here at Pawnee Heights. So, let's give a shout out to our
mascot, Roary!
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The Paw Press is a semi-monthly newsletter written by 7th through 12th
grade students from Rozel, KS. Rozel is a small town in central Kansas
with a population of approximately 100 people. This family-friendly
community is home to the Pawnee Heights High School and to our
Pawnee Heights Tigers. We hope you enjoy the Paw Press!
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The    

by Emmalee McDonald

  Thanksgiving is quickly approaching, and many of our
junior high students are prepared for the celebration. I
spend Thanksgiving helping my dad cook and spend the
day with family. We usually cook ham, which is my
favorite. I believe Thanksgiving is about spending time
with the people you love most and being thankful for
everything you have. I am thankful for my family, friends,
and my home. 
  Rylan (7th) spends his Thanksgiving by cooking ham and
turkey with his family while watching the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade. He believes Thanksgiving is all
about spending time with family and friends, and he is
thankful for his loved ones. His favorite Thanksgiving food
is pistachio fluff, which is a dessert his mom makes from
marshmallows, whipped topping, pistachio pudding, and
fruit. Sounds delicious!
  Haylee Lynn (8th) spends her Thanksgiving going to
Lori’s house to play cards and fun games and eating food.
She also spends time with her cousins and makes her
grandpa’s green beans to remember him. It is her favorite
Thanksgiving food as well. Haylee Lynn is thankful for her
family, friends, sports, and food. Unlike Rylan, she does not
watch the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. She believes
Thanksgiving is about giving thanks to God and spending
time with the people that mean the most to you. 
  Thomas (7th) spends his Thanksgiving eating lots of food
with his family while watching football and the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade. His favorite Thanksgiving food is
mandarin orange fluff. Thomas believes Thanksgiving is all
about spending time with your loved ones and giving
praise to God. He is thankful for having a home and having
a loving family.
  Whether you spend your time with family and friends or
opt for a quieter Thanksgiving, I think we can all agree that
there is always something to be thankful for, even for the
most insignificant of things. 
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The cast and crew of Dead Giveaway, under the direction of
Theresa Hier and Jessica Brownlee. Back L-R: Alexis Ibarra,

Joselyn Cordero, Connor Gilliland, McKenna Gales,
Mherical Foos,  and Gracie Munk. Front L-R: Callie

Amspacker, Aylah Kolb, Kaylea Pelton, Lauryn Snodgrass,
and Gus Baier. 



Sports

Elementary News

BE KIND
be thoughtful

be genuine
but most of all

BE THANKFUL

  On October 28th, the
high school football team
had a playoff game
against Altoona-Midway
at home. It was the first
home playoff game since
2017. With 9:46 left in the
2nd quarter, Davin Hamby
had a 45-yard
touchdown, and shortly
after that, Jimmy Gardner
had a 5-yard touchdown
run. They ended the 3rd
quarter 37 (Tigers) and 33
(Jets). In the 4th quarter
with 1:29 left, Davin
Hamby made a pass to
Alexis Ibarra, and he ran
for a 39-yard touchdown.
The Tigers won, with a
score of 49 (Tigers) to 46
(Jets).
  On November 4th the
football team went to
Waverly for Regionals.
They kept up with the
Bulldogs until half time.
The game ended with a
score of 52 (Waverly) to
18 (Tigers).

  ATTENTION: ALL SLEUTHS! There is
a mystery at Pawnee Heights!
Recently, the elementary principal,
Mrs. Buntain, was opening her desk
drawer to grab her favorite candy, a
caramel apple sucker, and they all
had a bite taken out of them! Mrs.
Buntain was sad all day, and when
she came back to school the next
day there were three new suckers
on her desk. She was so happy. Mrs.
Buntain calls somebody who does
nice things, like this, bucket-fillers.
On that day, someone definitely
filled Mrs. Buntain’s bucket.
  Bucket fillers are best defined as a
person who behaves in a way that
helps to fill another person’s
bucket. By being kind, empathetic,
and compassionate – we can help
fill other people’s buckets, so they
too can feel better. The opposite is
a bucket-dipper. Bucket dippers
are people who do mean things to
make themselves feel better. The
underlying message is that people
carry with them an invisible bucket,
and when that bucket is full, that
person feels happy, secure,
confident, calm, and content. In
contrast, if a person is 
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by Thomas Boese

by Shelby Scott

carrying an empty bucket, they are
feeling upset, down, dissatisfied,
and unhappy.
 Mrs. Buntain tries to be a bucket-
filler by lifting others, greeting them
with a smile, and complimenting
them. In our elementary, students
are recognized when they fill
someone’s bucket by getting their
picture sent to their parents as well
as by posting the recognition on
the Pawnee Heights website.
 Mrs. Buntain is still uncertain who
the bucket filler was as no one has
come forward admitting to their
kind deed. Even though Mrs.
Buntain had a happy ending, the
poor mouse did not. He was caught
and disposed of. - R.I.P.
  P.S. Mrs. Buntain was a bucket-
filler and gave me a sucker after
this interview. The message behind
this story really comes down to
trying to focus on being a bucket
filler instead of a person that
depletes other people's buckets. It
can be as easy as a nice word or
even just a smile.
  P.S.S. If you have any information
about the identity of this
mysterious bucket filler, please
report to Mrs. Buntain. Thank you
for your help!

  High school basketball
started on November 14th.
Both teams are working
hard to prepare for their
first game on December
2nd.
  In Junior High news, the
Tigers played their first
game of the season at
Wilson on November 14th.
The Junior Varsity girls
ended the game with a
score of 20 (Wilson) and
18 (Tigers). The girls’
varsity ended with a score
of 23 (Wilson) and 15
(Tigers). The Junior
Varsity score for the boys'
game was 18 (Tigers) and
15 (Wilson). The boys'
Varsity game ended with
a score of 29 (Wilson) and
15 (Tigers).  

Kettelhake. They provide many
services, which include speech,
physical therapy, social work
services, hearing and vision
therapy, and gifted and special
education services. Mrs. Johnson
has worked here for 3 years. When
asked what her favorite part of her
job is, she said that she loves
getting to work with the students,
especially those that are usually
misunderstood, and she loves
being silly. Christi Hamby has been
working here for 9 years. She said
that her favorite part of her job is
getting to see all of the kids that
she works with as well as her co-
workers.
  We appreciate all that you do for
our school. The Tigers are definitely
thankful to have such a wonderful
support staff!

Staff News
by Faith Hammeke

  Pawnee Heights is fortunate to
have a great support staff. The
paras that work at our school are
part of the Tri-County cooperative.
Tri-County works with special and
gifted students in Pawnee County,
which includes Larned and Pawnee
Heights. They provide specially
designed instructions for
exceptional learners. Their goal is
to provide instructions for all
students and help schools by
providing occupational services.
  The Tigers are lucky to have Tri-
County servicing our school.
Amanda Johnson, a special
education teacher, is always busy
seeing students and keeping a
schedule for all the para staff. The
Para educators who work here are
Cathi Clapham, Christi Hamby,
Ashley Chambers, Samantha Nava,
Jazmin Zamudio, and Courtney 



  Art is the expression or
application of human creative
skill and imagination. Is it
important though? Kate Reece,
the Art/FACS teacher, said that it
is important because it is a way
for people to express feelings
and emotion.
  About 88% of high school
students in America do art, 50 %
of middle schools, and 92 % of
elementary schools. Art engages
children's senses in open-ended
play and supports the
development of cognitive, social-
emotional and multisensory skills.
As children grow into elementary
school and so on, art continues
to provide opportunities for brain 

Musician/Artist Highlight
by Haylee Lynn Archuletta

Community News

PAWS Puzzler
Word List
celebration

corn
cornucopia
cranberries

fall
family
feast
gravy

honey ham
mashed potatoes

pecan pie
pumpkin pie

stuffing
thankful

Thanksgiving
 

 

by Emmalee McDonald

by Rylan Reece

Let’s hear it for the Tigers! A Booster Club brings a lot to a
school. Not only is it good as a student to feel the support from
the parents and community, but it’s also great to show other
schools when they come visit that our school is full of Tiger
spirit. Carrie Reece, school board member and mom to several
Tiger students, was recently interviewed about the new Booster
Club coming to Pawnee Heights. When asked why she wanted to
start this club, she replied, “We wanted to support all students
and staff at Pawnee Heights as well as boost school pride and
community involvement.” The Booster Club was in operation
approximately 5 years ago, and it’s definitely past time to bring
it back. The goal for the new club is to bring support to all
students, clubs, activities, sports, and staff. When asked how this
would benefit the school, Mrs. Reece replied, “It would create
school pride and more opportunities.” If you are wondering who
all can be in the booster club, anyone–person, family, or
business. The club needs volunteers to keep the school spirit
going. All are encouraged to join and share their ideas to help us
foster Tiger pride!

development, mastery, self-
esteem, and creativity.
 Mrs. Reece follows a special
curriculum in which she picks the
lessons that fit the student’s
capabilities and interests at the
time. The students also sew in
FACS, the entire first semester.
 When Mrs. Reece accepted the
job, the painting of the ceiling
tiles had already started. It has
now become a fun tradition for
the seniors. The seniors do not
have to paint a tile, but she has
not had a senior yet that has
chosen not to do it. When the
tiles in the cafeteria are all
painted, they will either continue
in the hallway or in Mrs. Reece's
Room.

 The study of drama in
elementary, middle, and high
school helps students improve in
a range of areas, such as self-
confidence, self-expression,
communication, and imagination.
Four of the actors that are doing
the play on Saturday were
recently asked how they feel
about their play Dead Giveaway.
 Dead Giveaway is a mystery-
comedy by Pat Cook. The play
takes place during present day in
the living room of Beryl’s house in
late October. There’s a nice array
of cast.
  Kaylea, who plays Beryl, feels it
will be a good play if everyone is
committed to their part. She
thinks the audience will be really
into it and excited. She’s
extremely ecstatic but a bit
nervous too. “I'm really worried
some people will forget their lines
and parts.” The finish will be the
most exciting because it’s a
surprise ending.  
  Mherical, who plays Harper, is a
bit scared about performing, but
she thinks the crowd will be
laughing out loud by the end. She
is really excited but a bit nervous
too as she has stage fright and
nervous about forgetting her lines
and looking silly. Mherical stated
that her favorite part will be the

 after party, when it's all over.
  Callie, who plays Dinah, says she
enjoys acting with this groups of
students, and she thinks the
crowd will be shocked at the final
outcome of the storyline. Callie is
excited but also concerned that
the play will be too long. Her
favorite part is when she dies
because she gets to be dramatic
in acting it out.
  Gus, who plays Evelyn, is
nervous he will look silly. He
thinks if, as a cast, they don't
mess up, the crowd will laugh a
lot. When asked if he was excited,
he said, “Heck ya! 100%. I’m a bit
nervous though.” He thinks the
crowd will enjoy the beginning of
the second act because that’s
where most of the deaths start to
occur and the real mystery
begins.
  Now…after the play cast has
performed, I can attest to the
greatness of this play. All actors
and actresses did a great job
staying in character and adding
their own personal touch to each
character. And no play would be
complete without the dedicated
work of all those behind the
scenes. Great job actors,
actresses, director, and crew!

High School News
by Evelyn Brownlee
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November 1st, 1765 - The Stamp Act, the first direct tax on the American
colonies, went into effect.

November 2nd, 1889 - North Dakota and South Dakota became the 39th
and 40th states, respectively.

November 3rd, 1992 - Carol Mosley-Braun became the first black woman
elected to the U.S. Senate.

November 4th, 1922 - Howard Carter discovered the tomb of
Tutankhamen in Egypt.

November 5th, 1872 - Susan B. Anthony was fined $100 for trying to vote
in the presidential election (she was trying to vote for President Grant).

November 6th, 1987 - Mohandas Gandhi led a march of miners in South
Africa. He was arrested three times in the first four days of the march.

November 7th, 1874 - The Republican party was first symbolized as an
Elephant in a cartoon drawn by Thomas Nast in Harper's Weekly
magazine.

November 8th, 1889 - Montana became the 41st state.

November 9th, 1965 - A switch at a station near Niagara Falls failed. The
Northeast and parts of Canada went dark for more than 13 hours.

November 10th, 1969 - Sesame Street premiered on PBS TV.

November 11th, 1620 - The Mayflower Compact was signed by Pilgrims
aboard the Mayflower. It would provide the basis for all governments of
the American colonies.
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 Most people don’t know that
there are small Statues of
Liberty hiding around Kansas. In
1950, the Boy Scouts of America
(BSA), took on a momentous
project for their 40th
anniversary. During that time, 25
of these miniature replicas of
Lady Liberty were placed around
the state. This is just a small
portion of the 200 of them
located around the United
States.  
 The original Lady Liberty,
located on Ellis Island, is
significantly larger than the
miniature versions. The statue
itself is 151 feet tall, which is
measured from the base of the
statue to the torch. However, if
the foundation and pedestal are
included, the statue has a 

height of 305 feet. It weighs a
massive 225 tons. The main
feature of the statue, also known
as Lady Liberty, stands on a 65-
foot-tall foundation, which is
designed in the shape of an
eleven-point star and an 89-
foot stone pedestal. The crown
has seven points, representing
the seven seas and seven
continents. Each individual ray of
the crown weighs about 150
pounds, and measures up to 9 ft.
According to the most recent
estimates, it would cost around
$1.5 billion to construct the
monument today. The statue’s 
foundation alone cost a total of
$25 million to construct. The
pedestal and torch are both
valued at $20 million.

A Look Back
by Evelyn Brownlee

Upcoming Events

World News

Nov 21st - JH Basketball @ Meade
Nov 23rd-25th - NO SCHOOL/FALL BREAK
Nov 28th - JH Basketball @ Macksville
Nov 30th - HS Scholar’s Bowl @ Rozel
Dec 1st - JH Basketball @ Rozel
Dec 2nd - HS Basketball @ Rozel
Dec 5th - HS Basketball @ Quinter
Dec 6th - HS Basketball @ Quinter
Dec 8th - JH Basketball @ Rozel
Dec 9th - HS Basketball @ Quinter

Do something
today that
your future

self will thank
you for.

by Thomas Boese

by Faith Hammeke

 The miniature replicas are a
mere fraction of the size, weight,
and cost of the original. These
smaller versions reach 8 ½ feet
tall, making them almost life-like
in size and weigh about 300
pounds apiece. One of these
tiny Lady Liberties is almost the
size of one of the original Lady
Liberties rays on her crown!
They originally cost $350 plus
shipping in 1950 but would be
significantly higher today.
  So, next time you are out
driving around the state, keep
your eyes peeled for these
petite Lady Liberties. The
closest one you’ll find to our
location is in LaCrosse.

The National Turkey Federation (NTF)
estimates that approximately 46
million turkeys are eaten at every

Thanksgiving. The holiday is followed
by 22 million turkeys at Christmas

and 19 million at Easter.

https://www.factmonster.com/encyclopedia/history/north-america/us/stamp-act

