
 
 

 
 
 
Enough is enough, Kansas. It’s time you hear the truth about the onslaught of ridicule 
directed toward public education in our state. Kansas Legislator Kristey Williams from 
Augusta, with help from the Kansas Policy Institute (KPI) and a band of legislators, is 
more interested in sending your tax dollars, designated for public service, to fund private 
and home schools. Williams continues to bully and share negative attack antics during 
committee testimony and caucus meetings to bully and intimidate legislators into voting 
for her ALEC bills. To limit the opposition’s voice, she attempts to limit testimonies and 
belittles conferees during her K-12 Budget Committee meetings. 
 
The normal committee standard for testimony submission is 24 hours before the 
meeting. Williams changed her committee rules for opposition testimony submission, 
requiring testimony to be submitted 48 business hours before the day and time of the 
committee hearing. OK, we can try and make that work. Still, she makes it almost 
impossible to submit testimony because she waits to announce certain bill hearings only 
24-36 hours before the opposition testimony is due. She makes no concessions for the 
late hearing announcement and refuses to accept the late testimony, even testimony 
submitted a few minutes after the deadline. Almost every other committee chair allows 
exceptions for late testimony when a bill hearing notification is unusually short. 
 
Williams, KPI, and a handful of legislators are pushing a false narrative that public 
schools are not providing an appropriate education for our Kansas children. They grab 
test data from public schools and provide limited truth narratives without first-hand 
experience or knowledge. They are not visiting schools or asking questions. No, they 
limit judgment to a test score or an uninformed view of what schools need and require. 
They hear a complaint or concern about a school, and they move into attack mode 
without ever learning the details of the situation, just accusing the school of doing it 
wrong. 
 
Williams, with her KPI and ALEC crew, are more concerned with what other states are 
doing than what Kansas kids need. When vouchers were first discussed, it was for 
families living below the poverty line, with students attending one of the lowest 100-
performing schools in the state. Then the crew added at or below the poverty line 
attending any school, including children in the top performing schools. Then it was 
about school choice and allowing students to attend any school they choose, which was 
already in place for almost 95% of Kansas public schools. Primarily only public schools 



with rapid growth or at capacity had limited access if students didn’t live in the school 
district. 
 
This year they want to give any student (even those already attending private schools) a 
$5,100 voucher to attend a private school, or if you homeschool, you get a $5,100 tax 
credit per student. It’s time to call or write your local legislator and hold them 
accountable for supporting public services with reasonable taxes. Most Legislators just 
need to know your support them when they vote for your public school. They believe in 
their public schools and are tired and frustrated with these crazy bills. Many of your 
republican legislators are bullied, threatened, or forced to vote for this idea of moving 
public tax dollars to private entities. Unlike public schools, if this money goes to private 
schools, there will be no public oversight or expectations. Your republican 
representatives are told that if they don’t vote for these bills, leadership will replace 
them with someone who will vote for it. Give them a call and encourage them to support 
keeping public money in public schools. 
 


