
Our school year is off to a busy start!  The 
September Open House was a great suc-
cess with over 300 in attendance.  I want 
to thank all of our families and friends who 
attended to see our school and visit their 
child’s classroom.  The teachers, School 
Counselor, and staff have worked diligently 
to make the learning environment safe, cap-
tivating, and engaging for all students.  We 
are dedicated to building a sense of com-
munity so that all students not only feel 
welcomed, but are also respected and ap-
preciated. 

Memorial School will continue to teach stu-
dents the “Memorial School’s Core Values”:  
PAWS… Practice Safety, Accept Responsi-
bility, Work Hard, Show Respect.   These 
core values go along with the School Wide 
Positive Behavioral Interventions & Sup-
ports (PBIS).  This approach is a proactive 
and interactive way to establish a social 
culture in a school that supports social, 
emotional, and academic success.  PBIS us-
es data-based decision making to align cur-
riculum and behavioral supports for stu-
dents and staff.  We will be using 
“behavioral referrals” to document and 
track student behaviors.  The Guidance 
Counselor, Tom Paine, Behavior Specialist, 
Nicole Lamoureux, and the classroom 
teachers will teach expected behaviors 
throughout the building including the class-
rooms, hallways, bathroom playground, caf-
eteria, bus and dismissal area.  We have 
created a MEMORIAL SCHOOL PBIS 
HANDBOOK that we handed out at Open 
House.  If you would like a copy please feel 
free to contact me at Memorial School or 
send me an email:                                           
matter@winchendonk12.org.   

Memorial School continues to use several 
ways to communicate information and im-
portant dates to families.  Families will re-
ceive information through our ONE CALL 
system over the phone and/or as an email.    
I will also continue to utilize our Memorial 
Lil’ Devil Facebook page and the website to 
post events and dates.   

We are continuing to monitor our PARENT 

PICK UP AND DROP OFF process for safety 
and order for the families and students.  
Parent drop off is from 8:30am-8:45am in 
the upper parking lot by the jersey barriers.  
Staff will be on the sidewalk to monitor the 
safety of children exiting cars and entering 
the building.  PLEASE DO NOT drop your 
child off in the front of the building, there 
are no staff available until 8:30 to monitor 
the students when the busses are arriving in 
the front of the building.   

The parent pick up process at the end of the 
day, 3:00 pm, is also at the top of the park-
ing lot where the jersey barriers are located. 
We ask that you please remain parked in a 
line by the track gate and DO NOT pull up 
to the sidewalk until 3:00 pm.   Please dis-
play the name plates that were given to you 
in your vehicle window.  The name plates are 
important and we ask that you have these 
showing in your window during parent pick up.  
PLEASE do not park in the lot and take your 
child from the line on the sidewalk.  We con-
sider this very unsafe with cars and busses 
entering and exiting the parking area. 

The week of October 15th will be “FIRE 
SAFETY” week.   The Winchendon Fire De-
partment will be joining the students to   
educate them on fire prevention and safety.  
Students will be visiting a “Fire Prevention 
Trailer” with their classmates and teachers.  
The trailer safely demonstrates realistic 
smoke conditions that occur during a fire.  
The firefighters will be discussing with stu-
dents how to safely exit their homes during 
a fire.  The program utilizes age appropriate 
materials to educate children on key fire 
safety behaviors.  Among the lessons are,  
locating at least 2 exits, the development of 
a family meeting place outside the home, how 
to extinguish clothing, and the risks of smok-
ing materials.   
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A Message From The Nurse, Ms. Mona          

Welcome Back to all the 1st and 2nd 
graders and Welcome to all the Kin-
dergarteners.  This first month has 
been exciting for me hearing about all 
the adventures the students had over 
their summer vacation. This summer 
we have been made aware of some   
exciting programs.   

First I would like to remind parents of 
the Dental program.  This is an amaz-
ing program that was started approxi-
mately 10 years ago.  It has proven to 
be beneficial to many families who are 
not able to get their child to a dentist 
or do not have the insurance to afford 
dental care.  The Caring for Kids pro-
gram is a wonderful way to have your 
child receive fluoride treatments 
(Winchendon does not have fluoride in 

their water) and their cleanings, x-
rays (if needed) and to be seen by a 
dentist, at little to no cost.  If you do 
have insurance, they will bill it and you 
do not have to do anything more.   

Another program that I am excited 
about is our partnership with MMHS 
and their School Based Health Center.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for 
many students to get quality care 
quickly with follow up treatment and 
prescriptions (if needed).  The health 
center has been servicing students in 
this community for many years, and 
now, because we are on the same cam-
pus as MMHS, we can reap the bene-
fits of the Health Center.   

Both of these services bring our dis-

trict up and beyond many districts in 
the state of Massachusetts and I am 
so excited we can offer so many ser-
vices to the families of Winchendon.  
To benefit from these programs, you 
must fill out the appropriate forms 
and return them to Memorial School.  
Many families have completed them 
and I thank you!!!    

On another note, please forward 
your child’s physical form so I may 
enter it into your child’s health rec-
ord.  This allows us to have the most 
up to date information which can be 
helpful in the health services we of-
fer in the schools.  Thank you and if 
you have any questions, please call 
me 978-297-2578.  Ms. Mona RN MS 

A Message From Kindergarten 

Kindergarten News 
 

We are off to a great start this new 
school year!  The girls and boys are 
settling in nicely to our school and 
classroom routines.  In addition they 
are working on whole body listening.   
Whole body listening consists of eyes 
looking towards the speaker, ears 
ready to hear, mouths quiet, hands qui-
et and to themselves, feet quiet, body 
facing towards the speaker, brain 
thinking about what is being said, and 
the heart always considering the 
speaker and others listening to the 
speaker.   

In English Language Arts we use the 
Wonders series to implement/
enhance our ELA program.  We are 
currently working on introducing the 
26 letters of the alphabet (both up-
per and lowercase letters) and learn-
ing concepts about print.  Many sto-
ries are being read in the classroom 
so the children are exposed to books. 
In math we are counting, making pat-
terns, sorting, and learning how to 
graph the weather.  Most of all, we 
are having fun while learning! 
Please done forget to check your 
child’s folder on a nightly basis.  
Their work for the day should be 

taken out and any information you 
would like us to read should be 
placed in their backpack so we get it 
first thing each morning.  This fold-
er is considered a two-way communi-
cation folder. 
We would like to thank everyone 
who gave supplies to our classroom.  
It is very much appreciated!  The 
Clorox wipes and tissues will cer-
tainly come in handy during the cold 
and flu season.   
Kindergarten teachers are looking 
forward to a wonderful and pro-
ductive year with your children! 

A Message From Mrs. Atter, Principal cont. 
UNITY DAY!   

The month of October is NATION-
AL BULLYING PREVENTION 
MONTH.  During the month Mr.  
Paine, the school counselor, and Mrs. 
Lamoureux, the behavior specialists, 
will be teaching classroom lessons re-
garding bullying and friendship making 
skills.  During these lessons they will 
be highlighting what healthy relation-
ships look and feel like, and when in-
teractions actually become bullying.  
Students will learn that there is a dif-
ference between teasing and bullying.  
UNITY DAY is Wednesday, October 
24th.  I will be sending home additional 

information and the students will be 
encouraged to wear orange to school. 

 

   

MEMORIAL SCHOOL 
 PARENT CLIMATE SURVEY 

 
We value your opinion and we want 
to know what you think of Memori-
al School.  We are asking that 
families take a brief moment to 
fill out the survey found on the 
following link: 
 

 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
W3DCMD2 
 

 
 The information in this survey will 
help us improve student relation-
ships, learning conditions, and the 
school's overall environment. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W3DCMD2
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W3DCMD2
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A Message From Grade 1 

Good Bye Summer,  

Hello First Grade! 

"You're off to great places, today is 
your day, your mountain is waiting, so 
get on your way!" -Dr. Seuss 
 

In addition to dealing with bound-
less energy levels and intense emo-
tions, children entering 1st grade will 
face new responsibilities in school. A 
healthy sense of self-esteem and a 
readiness to learn will help your child 
make a smooth start. The emphasis 
remains firmly on developing your 
child’s reading, math, and writing 
skills, but lessons in social skills and 
character education will be incorpo-

rated as well.  

Although some skills will resemble 
those your six-year-old learned in 
kindergarten, keep in mind that 1st 
grade is mostly about mastering les-
sons previously taught. Generally 
speaking, your child will be expected 
to expand sight word vocabulary, re-
call the sequence of events in oral 
and written stories, discuss story 
elements such as plot, character, 
events, and setting, understand basic 
punctuation, identify the main idea 
and details in a story, print legibly, 
recognize single and plural forms of 
nouns, write in complete sentences, 
and differentiate between fiction 
and nonfiction stories.  

In math, your child will be expected 
to recognize and write numbers up 
to 100, count by 2s, 5s, and 10s to 
100, mentally add numbers to 10, add 
and subtract to 20, add and sub-
tract with pennies, nickels, dimes, 
and quarters, tell time to the hour 
and half hour, recognize shapes, 
identify, describe, and reproduce 
patterns with number, shapes, col-
ors, or words, and use simple graphs 
to record information.  

We ask that you send your child to 
school each and every day dressed 
for the weather and well rested so 
that they can be successful learners! 

 

 

 

Show Your 

“WINCHENDON DISTRICT PRIDE” 

 Wear Blue & White Every Friday! 

 

and reinforcing vocabulary, correct 
grammar and punctuation usage, pho-
nemic awareness, higher level think-
ing skills, along with the opportunity 
to share wonderful stories which 
when combined together with our 
daily and weekly activities can really 
help us become successful and fluent 
readers!  Please remember to always 
encourage your second grader to read 
nightly at home to continue to build 
strong reading skills.  Listening to 
your child read is beneficial to them 
in many ways.  It helps to reinforce 
skills that they have been learning in 
the classroom, helps to build their 
confidence level, and of course, it 
offers the opportunity for you and 
your child to share precious learning 

time together!  Enjoy! 
     This year Memorial School second 
graders are also working in the math 
program called “Envisions”.  It is a 
very challenging program which em-
phasizes the introduction of many 
great strategies to help our students 
really engage with mathematical con-
cepts.  Some topics that second 
graders will cover this year include 
mastery of addition and subtraction 
facts, adding and subtracting within 
20 and 100 of numbers, place value, 
telling time, money skills, and begin-
ning geometry, just to name a few.  
Whew! We are a busy bunch of learn-
ers and it’s going to be a fantastic 
year of learning! 

 Greetings from Grade 2!  
 
 

Second graders have had a great 
start to this school year and we are 
all very excited to be back working 
hard and learning so many new and 
interesting skills!  Throughout the 
month of September second graders 
were very busy learning the routines 
and expectations of our classrooms.  
Now, in October we are able to really 
dive into our exciting reading, math, 
spelling, and independent work les-
sons and activities.  One of the things 
second graders are most excited 
about is our reading program entitled 
“Wonders” and this program offers 
so many great lessons of introducing 

A Message From Grade 2 
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A Message From Technology Class, Mrs. Daigle 

The beginning of the year has been 
very busy for students during tech-
nology classes. All students have been 
learning about how to be safe on the 
internet. Kindergarteners have been 
focusing learning the parts of a com-
puter and how to use a mouse cor-
rectly. We have done many different 

things to learn how to point, click 
and drag with the mouse. Both first 
and second graders know how to log 
into their computers, and have been 
starting to take their online math 
assessments. They have also been 
practicing their keyboarding skills. 
Some good websites are:  

http://www.ziggityzoom.com 
(Kindergarten),  

http://play.fisher-price.com/en_US/
GamesandActivities/OnlineGames/
index.html (Kindergarten & Grade 1),  

Keyboarding Skills (Grade 1 & 2) 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/
articles/z3c6tfr.  

A Message From Music, Mr. Vendt 

Music at School and Music at Home 
 

I’m quite happy to begin my 6th year 
in such a wonderful, musical communi-
ty.  I have the unique position of get-
ting to know children of all ages and 
see their growth from Kindergarten 
all the way to 5th Grade.  We learn a 
lot about music here at Memorial.  
Each day, we hear music from differ-
ent cultures and time periods.  We 
learn about the “ingredients of mu-
sic” (like rhythm, melody, and pitch) 
and how they work together to make 
the music we hear and create.  We 
respond with dancing, clapping, instru-
ments, and singing.   
 

As much as I’m able to influence 
your child’s musicianship through 
learning at school, my efforts are 
nothing compared to their number one 
musical influence: YOU.  I can hear it 

already “Mr. Vendt, I can’t sing.”  
“Mr. Vendt, I can’t play any instru-
ments.”  Fear not!  There are still 
many ways you can share music with 
your child. 

 

Play music around the house - 
There are many activities that 
can be made more fun with mu-
sic!  I ALWAYS play music while 
I’m cleaning up my house.   

Share your favorite music - A 
great deal of music that I love 
today is music that my dad 
showed me as I grew up.   

Give them an instrument (or 
make one!) - There are a 
whole lot of instruments that 
you can get for under 10 dol-
lars.  Harmonicas, drums, shak-
ers, you name it.   

Sing with them - This short 

article doesn’t give me the space 
to convince you that EVERYONE 
can sing, but I do encourage you 
to sing to your child and with your 
child, just as much as you’d read 
them a story. 

Go to performances - Aside 
from the many district perfor-
mances in Winchendon, there 
are plenty of great opportuni-
ties to see live music.  Go to a 
musical, a concert, or an open 
mic night.  If your child is per-
forming, come and listen to 
support them! 

 

I hope that these ideas help you 
share the love of music with your 
child.  I love working with children 
that love music, and that love always 
starts at home.  Happy music making! 

Occupational Therapy, Mrs. Lashua-Brisbois & Ms. Divoll 
RECIPE FOR HAND DEVELOPMENT 

Today’s focus seems to be on academ-
ic success and achievement.  Standards 
for starting kindergarten have changed 
drastically over the years….from a fo-
cus on play and peer interaction to 
reading and writing.  Children are often 
more easily fatigued with classroom 
demands, making writing and coloring a 
non-preferred task;  a task where chil-
dren are able to show their creativity.  
Development of writing skills within the 
classroom involves many components, 
however overall grasp on tools is the 
key! 

Development of grasp patterns begins 
at birth.  Infants use their reflexes to 
hold a parent’s finger…later they build 
strength and coordination to grasp a 
rattle.  We then see how the hand de-
velops in order to reach for objects of 
different sizes and shapes.  From here 
we watch a full hand grasp progress to 

a raking/hook grasp to a refined pinch-
ing grasp.  Children typically achieve 
this around a year old.  More and more 
we are seeing weak, underdeveloped 
hands that are becoming fatigued 
when attempting to perform tasks 
within the classroom. 

How can we help to get a child ready 
to hold a pencil correctly?  The an-
swer:  through play!  Starting early on, 
present children with age-appropriate 
toys to grasp and hold.  Have your chil-
dren play in a variety of positions…
sitting, lying on tummy, while being 
held.  As toddlers it is important to 
expand their play;  hand development 
occurs both inside and outside.  Allow 
time to play on the playground…
climbing and swinging builds hand 
strength.  Play ball games with various 
sizes to build eye-hand coordination.  
Scooping, digging, dumping with water 
and dirt serves many purposes!  Inside, 
encourage coloring and drawing on var-

ious surfaces (paper bags, salt trays, 
shaving cream, dry erase, tub cray-
ons).  Play with blocks of various sizes 
and shapes, cars, trucks, figurines!  
Use of board games, dress up, play 
dough.   The list goes on;  variety is 
the key….if children’s hands are 
holding and moving you cannot go 
wrong! 

Naturally encourage children to ma-
nipulate fasteners, open small contain-
ers, use zipper bags, place coins into a 
bank, help with chores…hand develop-
ment happens on a daily basis.  This 
also helps to nurture independence and 
responsibility.   

How can we help our children develop 
hand skills to help with success in the 
classroom?   Simple…PLAY! 

*The information above was para-
phrased from the Paw print Newslet-
ter, written by Occupational Therapist 
Deanna Macioce.  

http://www.ziggityzoom.com
http://play.fisher-price.com/en_US/GamesandActivities/OnlineGames/index.html
http://play.fisher-price.com/en_US/GamesandActivities/OnlineGames/index.html
http://play.fisher-price.com/en_US/GamesandActivities/OnlineGames/index.html
http://play.fisher-price.com/en_US/GamesandActivities/OnlineGames/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z3c6tfr
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z3c6tfr
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Student Of The Month 

        
 Congratulations to 
Brianna Beauregard! 

 
Brianna is the September Student Of       
The Month! She is a Second Grade      
student in Mrs. Robichauds’s class. 

 
Great job Brianna! 

October Happenings 
 

October 5th - Theater at the Mount will be visiting with a performance titled “The 100 
Dresses”. Thank you to the PTO for sponsoring this show! 

 

October 8th - No School;  Columbus Day 

 

October 15th-19th - The Winchendon Fire Department will be at Memorial School all week to 
talk about fire safety.  Classrooms will visit a FIRE SAFE HOUSE and that will be outside in 
our parking lot.  They will learn what to do in the event of a fire at home and other settings.   

 

October 24th - UNITY DAY - THIS IS A DAY THAT WE STAND TOGETHER AGAINST 
BULLYING. UNITED FOR KINDNESS, ACCEPTANCE AND INCLUSION. WE ARE ASKING 
THAT EVERYONE WEAR ORANGE SHIRTS TO SCHOOL!   

 

October 26th - No School;  Professional Development Day for staff 

 

October 31st - Halloween Parade at 1 0:00 AM at the High School Field 

 

Have a safe and      
    Happy Halloween! 


