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Gobles Elementary is proud 
to be recognized as a 2021-
22 @PLTWorg Distinguished 
Launch School. We’re com-
mitted to helping students 
own their education by in-
creasing student access, en-
gagement, and achievement 
through our PLTW programs.

2021-22

On Friday, May 20 our 4th grade class traveled to Saugatuck, a yearly adventure 
that has been a great tradition at Gobles. This year they experienced the thrills 
and history of the Saugatuck Dune Rides and then traveled to Mount Baldy to 
climb 303 wooden steps. Everyone had a great time!

4th Graders Climb 303 
Steps at Mount Baldy, 

Saugatuck

The Woodworking Class (7th 
Grade Design and Create) has been 
busy this year. They have built a 
greenhouse, 4 picnic tables, 2 sets of 
shelves, and a planting stand for the 
greenhouse interior. These projects 
have been requested by various 
departments within the Gobles 
School District and are completed 
entirely by 7th Grade Students. Next 
year’s 7th graders will have the same 
type of experiences and projects 
build will come directly from school 
or community requests. 

7th Grade Woodworking 
Class Accomplishments

Gobles Elementary School 
is excited to welcome a new 
Gobles Tiger! After being 
awarded a grant from the 
Parker-Hannifin Corporation, 
students at Gobles Elementary 
were able to witness the 
amazing talents and creativity 
of local artist and chainsaw 
woodcarver, Steven Drenth. 
Over a period of two days, 
students were able to view the 
transformation of a fallen log 
that was repurposed into a 
statue of a tiger and will now 
become a permanent fixture 
within the elementary school. The process of carving with a chainsaw and then detailing was 
something that many of the students had never experienced before. We can only hope that 
this project encourages students to not only use their creativity, but also to understand the 
importance of reducing, reusing, and recycling.

Woodcarver, Steven Drenth, grew up in Decatur and attended Decatur Public Schools. At an 
early age, he had an interest in art and continued his art education by taking art classes in high 
school and later from Southwestern Michigan College where he earned an Associates degree in 
Arts. Steven’s art career may have began as a hobby, but he now lives in Kalamazoo with his wife 
and two daughters and has made carving his full time career. The majority of his time is spent 
in his “carving shack” that he built in his backyard or onsite for custom orders. Steven Drenth’s 
business, Drenth Design, has become extremely popular due to social media where individuals 
can watch videos and view completed projects on Facebook, Instagram and TikTok.

Gobles Elementary is extremely thankful for the opportunity to share this experience with their 
students and hopes that the community and visitors from other area schools have the chance to 
meet their newest addition in the near future!

Chainsaw Artist Drenth Carves New Gobles School Tiger

Gobles 3rd grade student took a week to switch roles from student to 
teacher.  Students were able to teach their peers and teachers something 
of their choice.  This experience was fun for the kids and gave them a 
different perspective.  3rd grade teachers were happy to see the excitement 
and wealth of knowledge coming from their classrooms.

Mrs. Eichler and Mrs. Petersen’s 3rd classroom

3rd Graders Switch Roles with Teachers

Gobles Elementary Track and Field Day 2022

On Thursday May 26, Gobles Elementary students enjoyed the first Track and Field Day in two 
years.  The rain held off and the students were able to participate in a variety of activities.  Some 
of the events were the 50 and 100 yard dashes, Capture the Flag, jump rope competitions, long 
jump and high jump, and the always favorite, Tug of War competition. Students were cheered 
on by classmates, school staff, and a crowd of parents who came out to watch the events.  It was 
wonderful to see the students and families enjoying such a fabulous day of fun!  Thank you to 
P.E. Teacher, Andy Seidel, Gobles Parents Association, some of our high school track students, 
the Gobles Elementary staff, and all the friends and families who worked to make Track and 
Field Day possible and give our students an experience they will not forget.  Go Tigers!

GSRP is celebrating their graduation from the program. They 
participated in a Lego celebration,  then tried out the lunch-
room to get ready for Kindergarten.  They made letters, writing 
names and shapes in shaving cream. Everyone is excited for 
next year! 

GSRP Graduation Celebration

The artwork created by high school students during the 2021-22 school year is now on display.  
Please browse the “Gallery” at the school website: https://www.gobles.org/o/gmhs/page/art-show 
Art teacher, Carrie Butler, invites you to take a virtual stroll through the Art I, II, III, & IV galleries 
as well as look-up artwork from years past in the Archives.  Students choose their best pieces and 
photograph them for this digital art show.  Enjoy!

NOW SHOWING!
Community Service Day
On Thursday, May 12th, Gobles Middle High School staff and students participated in the 10th annual community service day. 
The weather was beautiful, and the students were happy to get outside and help spruce up the city streets and school grounds. 
Throughout the afternoon, students could be found picking up trash, painting hallways in the school, planting flowers, spreading 
mulch, and redesigning shrub beds. Community service day also ends the year for all seniors. “Though some may not like the 
work, at the end of the day you feel good about yourself for giving back to the school and town. It really is one of my favorite days” 
says junior Kaya Huizenga. At the end of the day, students and staff enjoyed an 
ice cream provided by the administration. Thank you, Dickerson’s Greenhouse, 
for your generous donations. The flowers look beautiful outside the school. 

Elli Stender

Maecy Bills

Carson Brunner

Faye Hawley
Victoria Fenton

OUR HEARTS MOURN
#UVALDE


