
A big group of Gobles 8th graders visited Washington DC recently 
for the experience of a lifetime. This trip is the first annual 8th grade 
trip for Gobles Middle School, and it was very much a success. The 
students were able to tour the nation’s capital and see many of our 
country’s most important monuments and memorials. Some of the 
highlights from the trip were visits to The White House, Capitol, 
Supreme Court, Lincoln Memorial, Arlington National Cemetery, 
and the Holocaust Memorial Museum. There were many other 
stops that the students were able to enjoy.

Students were able to get a cross-curricular experience as they 
not only learned about history, but our tour guide brought in 
discussion topics centered around math and science. Upon their 
return to the classroom in Gobles, students will be completing a 
reflection assignment that will require some work on their English 
skills, such as reading and writing. 

The students were able to bond over the course of this trip and 
friendships were strengthened. Our staff also enjoyed spending 
time with the kids and helping them navigate our nation’s capital. 

On April 1, 2022, the Gobles History Club finally had 
an opportunity to travel after waiting over two years 
because of cancellations.

Our trip consisted of traveling to three countries in a 
span of nine days. Over the nine days, tour participants 
amazed over 158,000 steps or over 60 miles seeing 
some of the most beautiful sights in the world. 

The first three days of the trip were spent in historic 
London. We spent time walking through the city of 
London, visited the Thames River, Trafalgar Square, 
the National Gallery, Piccadilly Circus, Covent 
Garden, Leicester Square, and finished the first day 
with a Soho Classic fish & chips dinner. 

Day three consisted of visits to Buckingham Palace, 
Big Ben, Houses of Parliament, Westminster Abbey, 
Tower Bridge, Hyde Park, and St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
Our final day in London was spent touring the Tower 
of London and my personal favorite Curry dinner. 
After dinner, our night ended with the Jack the Ripper 
evening guided walking tour, and prepared for our 
trip to Paris, France. 

Taking a high-speed train has always been on our 

bucket list. Traveling under the 
Eurostar Chunnel Crossing and at 
200 mph it did not take long to make 
our trip from London to Paris.  Once 
we arrived in Paris we hit the ground 
running with a Paris city walk. Over 
the three days in Paris, we visited a 
number of amazing sites including 

Île de la Cité, Notre-Dame Cathedral, Île St. Louis, 
Latin Quarter visit, Dinner in Latin Quarter, Arc de 
Triomphe, Champs Élysées, Eiffel Tower, Champ de 
Mars, École Militaire, Les Invalides, Conciergerie, 
Tuileries Garden, Place Vendôme, Opera House, 
Versailles guided excursion, State Apartments, 
Hall of Mirrors, Gardens of Versailles, Crêperie 
dinner, Louvre visit,  Montmartre tour director-led 
sightseeing, Seine River cruise, Eiffel Tower ascent, 
French Cooking Class with Dinner

The final destination of the trip took us to Amsterdam 
in the Netherlands. We started our trip with a 
Traditional Dutch pannenkoeken dinner, Amsterdam 
City tour, Canal guided cruise, Diamond factory visit, 
Van Gogh Museum visit, and capping the night off 
with an amazing Rijsttafel dinner. 

The Gobles History Club is already in the process of 
planning its next TWO amazing destinations. In 2023 
we will be traveling to Belize and the 2025 tour will 
take us to beautiful Italy, where we will tour Sorrento 
and Sicily. 
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On Wednesday, April 20, 2022, Gobles Elementary hosted 
its Spring Family Literacy Night for families. The event 
included activities for families to participate in that highlight 
the importance of literacy skills for students. There were 
opportunities to practice sight words using fun materials such 
as shaving cream, play a round of book bingo, wander through 
a book garden, take on a game of Spiral Math, read with one of 
our resident BFF therapy dogs, make a bookmark, and enjoy 
a pizza dinner. Students who completed all the activities were 
entered into a drawing for Walmart gift cards. The event was a 
great success! Fun and learning were had by all who attended! 
Thank you to the Gobles Public Library and all the Gobles 
Elementary Staff who volunteered their time to bring awareness 
to the importance of literacy in school success.

FAMILY LITERACY NIGHT

“Spring” Into Learning

Gobles Elementary 
Celebrates Reading!
The halls and classrooms at Gobles Elementary were filled 
with great books and yummy food! This year, students 
and staff celebrated March Reading Month with the 
theme “Hungry for Reading” and read books like The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar, If You Give A Mouse A Cookie, Dragon 
Loves Tacos, Arnie the Doughnut, Chocolate Touch, Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory and many more. The students’ 
days were filled with reading/writing activities, dress up 
days, special treats, a literacy basket raffle and surprise 
visits from Oompa Loompas who delivered special treats 
to ALL!  Reading is one of the most important skills our 
students can learn, so we made every attempt to encourage 
reading and make it fun for our students. A BIG thank you 
to Gobles Parents Association and community members 
who donated time and items to make our reading month 
another huge success!

At the induction ceremony, held, Monday, 
April 25th, Advisor Carrie Butler, and principal 
Tommie D. Saylor, presented these seniors with 
the pendant collar which will be worn with their 
cap and gown.  

National Honor Society Induction Ceremony

Senior members pictured are (l to r) Morgan Witt (secretary), Nile Devers, 
Kambree Tackett, Andrew Thorpe, Emily Baxter (president), Amanda 
Barber, Madison Ely, McKenzie Lisowski (historian), Victoria Fenton, 
Madison Brady, Preston Zantello (vice-president), Alexis Diamond, and 
Hunter Thrasher (not  pictured: Gabrialle Bell and Madyson Marshall.)

Newly inducted members included: (sophomores) 
Stacey Austin, Claire Bodin, Eli DeYoung, Brayton 
Dickerson, Gage Flees, Tristan Harbaugh, Daniel 
Hitchcock, Joshua Hitchcock, Hailey Holland, 
Kennadi Killeen, Anthony Lisowski, Nicholas 
Lopez, Ella Ringel, Olivia Sweet, Ethan Wait, 
Xavier Wilkes, Christian Witt, Deanna Wood, and 
Charlotte Zantello (junior) Samantha Paladi, and 
(seniors) Kambree Tackett, and Hunter Thrasher.

Junior members, returning for their second year, 
are Mina Buchkowski (treasurer), Samantha 
Carlson, Kaylee Germain, Gavin Hancox, Kaya 
Huizinga, Alanna Pierce, and Thomas Wright.

The 3rd graders celebrated finishing their MSTEP testing by 
going to the arcade. Thanks to Parents Club they all got to play 
games, enjoy pizza, and have root beer floats! They rocked out 
their tests and worked so hard! Way to go, 3rd grade!

3rd Graders Celebrated 
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Middle Schoolers enjoy 
Semi Formal Night
Gobles Middle Schoolers enjoyed their Semi Formal on 
the night of April 29. They all looked wonderful as they 
danced the night away. There were huge smiles, laughs 
and so much fun had by all.

Band Events for Spring
This spring has been a very busy and rewarding time for the Gobles Band 
program!  The beginning of March kicked off with all bands performing at the 
Pre-Festival concert in the middle school gym on March first. This was an extra 
special event as two bands performed for the very first time: our MS/HS Jazz 
Band and our 5th Grade Beginning Band!

The following week the Middle School and High School Concert Bands 
performed at the Michigan State Band and Orchestra Association (MSBOA) 
District 6 concert festival.  Bands are not judged against each other at Festival, 
instead, they are given a rating by three judges.  These ratings range from a 
division 1 to a division 5.  A division 1 rating is the highest rating.  When giving 
this rating, judges must assign letter grades to five different categories.  These 
categories are Tone, Intonation, Rhythm, Technique, and Interpretation.  An 
“A” is a1, a “B” is a 2, a “C” is a 3, a “D” is a 4 and an “E” is a 5.  The final score 
for their prepared performance is the predominant grade.  The High School 
Concert Band received at Division 2 rating and the Middle School Concert 
Band received at Division 1 rating!  

Our High School Concert Band participated in a clinic on March 15th at 
Western Michigan University`s Dalton Center.  We played for a few other bands 
and WMU faculty members Dr. Scott Boerma and Dr. Mary Land.  We had so 
much fun and loved receiving valuable feedback from two tremendous music 
scholars with a passion for educating young people!

Three students from our Middle School Concert band were selected to play in 
the MSBOA District 6 Middle School Honors Band.  They had a wonderful time 
working with guest conductors and playing with the top middle school musicians 
from VanBuren, Cass, and Berrian counties! After working together for just one 
day, they performed a fantastic performance on the Howard Performing Arts 
Center`s stage at Andrews University!

Emma Nuyen, a sophomore horn player, was selected to perform with the 
120 member Julie Giroux All-Star Band on the campus of Western Michigan 
University!  Not only did she earn the opportunity to play with extremely 
talented musicians from across the state, she also was able to work with Julie 
Giroux (a famous composer of band literature, movie and video game scores, 
music for commercials, and much more)!  

Recently, six middle school students performed at MSBOA District 6 Solo and 
Ensemble at Southwestern Michigan College .  All six of them received division 
1 ratings (the highest score possible)!  This requires a tremendous amount of 
practice, musical growth, and independence to be this successful! 

Congratulations to our outstanding band students for their hard work and 
dedication to constant improvement and exciting accomplishments!

Gobles 8th Graders 
visit the Capitol


