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Superintendent Report 
 
The RSU 12 community had a very challenging week last week with the loss of power to the entire district. 
Our schools, our families, and our community members were without power for extended periods of time. 
Most people lost power for five days.  Some still do not have power.  Chelsea, Windsor, and Palermo lost 
power for three days and opened last Thursday,  November 2nd. Whitefield and Somerville schools (there 
is a public PreK program at Somerville) were closed for the whole week.  
 
We are thankful that no one was seriously hurt as a result of this storm and loss of power.  There were 
downed power lines and trees throughout the district.  It was impressive to witness how everyone in the 
community reached out to help one another.  RSU 12 is a very special community.  
 
Thank you to the staff members who worked throughout the week to assess the damage and help to keep 
our schools protected.  We did suffer some damage to our schools and lost some food as well.  We are 
collecting information in order to make an insurance claim. 
 
We are currently researching the process and the options for making any revisions to our calendar if 
necessary. The original calendar had students dismissing on June 8th. So, we do have some room to add 
on days in June.  
 
Curriculum and Technology Report 
 
A group of teachers and administrators attended a follow-up conference on Growth Mindset sponsored by 
the Maine Department of Education.   We learned strategies for fostering a growth mindset in our learners 
and ways to communicate with our parents and community about the importance of mindset and the 
work we are doing with our learners. 
 
The RSU 12 Community Literacy Team met for the first time this school year and reviewed progress on 
the goals and action items identified by the team last year.   The team, with funding made possible by the 
State’s PreK Expansion Grant, made it possible to provide every incoming preschooler with a bag of 
books, a welcome letter,  and a parent handout describing some literacy strategies and games that can be 
done at home.  The team will continue to work to put little libraries in the district’s towns where they may 
not yet exist and to foster a love of reading in our community for all ages. 
 
Each school’s leadership team and district level administration met to learn how to use a tool called Dirigo 
Star to streamline school improvement efforts, articulate clear building goals, and measure progress 
towards those goals.   This work will continue throughout the year and will help inform district goals and 
strategic planning.  The Maine Department of Education is making Dirigo Star available to school districts 
free of charge. 
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Westport Island Student Count Information 
 

 

 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Grand 
Total 

9-12 Brunswick School 
Department 

            1  1 

9-12 Lincoln Academy           2   2 4 

9-12 RSU 01             1  1 
9-12 Wiscasset  School 

Department 
           4 1 4 9 

K-8  Center  for Teaching and 
Learning 

 1 1 1   2 1 2      8 

K-8  Chewonki Semester 
School 

     1         1 

K-8  Damariscotta 
Montessori  School 

        1      1 

K-8  Edgecomb  School 
Department 

1   1   2        4 

K-8  Great Salt Bay CSD      1 1 3  1     6 

K-8  MSAD 51     1          1 

K-8  RSU 01      2 1   1     4 
K-8  Wiscasset  School 

Department 
  2 3 1 3 1 5 1 3 6    25 

Maine School of Science  and 
Mathematics 

          1    1 

Grand Total 1 1 3 5 2 7 7 9 4 5 9 4 3 6 66 

                

                
 

 
Alna Student Count Information 
 

 

 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Grand 
Total 

9-12 Boothbay-Boothbay  Hbr 
CSD 

           1 1  2 

9-12 Erskine Academy           1    1 

9-12 Lincoln Academy           1 4 5 6 16 

9-12 Miss Hall's  School            1   1 

9-12 Waynflete  School            1   1 
9-12 Wiscasset  School 

Department 
           5 2 2 9 

Chelsea  Elementary  School       1        1 
K-8  Brunswick School 

Department 
       1 1      2 
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K-8  Center  for Teaching and 
Learning 

 1 2 2 2 1 4  1 2     15 

K-8  Chewonki Semester 
School 

     1 1 1 3      6 

K-8  Damariscotta 
Montessori  School 

 1  1   1   1     4 

K-8  Edgecomb  School 
Department 

4   1   1        6 

K-8  Great Salt Bay CSD   1 1 1 2 4 3 2 4 1    19 

K-8  Juniper Hill School  2 7 1 1          11 
K-8  North Yarmouth 

Academy 
       1       1 

K-8  Riley School   1    1        2 

K-8  RSU 01        1       1 

K-8  RSU 02    1  1         2 
K-8  Sheepscot  Valley 

Children's  House 
 1             1 

K-8  Wiscasset  School 
Department 

 2 1 3 1 2 3 1 1 4 2    20 

Spurwink             1  1 
Whitefield  Elementary 

School 
1    1   1  1     4 

Grand Total 5 7 12 10 6 7 16 9 8 12 5 12 9 8 126 
 

 
Somerville Student Count Information 
 

 

 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Grand 
Total 

9-12 Erskine Academy           3 3 4 2 12 

9-12 Lincoln Academy           2    2 

9-12 RSU 11/MSAD 11              1 1 

9-12 RSU 40/MSAD 40              1 1 
9-12 Wiscasset  School 

Department 
           1   1 

K-8  RSU 40/MSAD 40           1    1 

Maine Virtual Academy             1  1 
Palermo Consolidated 

School 
      1 1 1 1     4 

Somerville Elementary 
School 

4    1    1      6 

Windsor Elementary 
School 

1 7 4 3 5 6 9 2 4 6 1    48 

Grand Total 5 7 4 3 6 6 10 3 6 7 7 4 5 4 77 
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Chelsea Elementary School Report 
 
Next week we will be hosting our second annual food drive with friendly competition and 
fun filled days. 
It’s that time again! In the spirit of Thanksgiving, our students and staff will be involved in a school wide 
effort to collect food for the Chelsea School Food Bank.  Last year we were able to collect over 1,  000 
non-perishable food items, which were donated to those in need,  in our local community. This year, we 
will be collecting food items during the week of November 13th through the 17th,  as we celebrate “Chelsea 
Spirit Week”. It’s both a fun way to show our Chelsea Pride,  and give back to the Chelsea community. 
 
 
Last Friday was an exciting afternoon. First we held the NED Show.  The NED Show is The NED Show is a 
character education program that centers around three important messages that have life long relevance.  
Students were inspired to Never give up,  Encourage others, and Do their best both in school and in life! 
“We strive to make a difference in the life of every child that sees our assembly,  and it is our goal to 
present the positive message in an engaging,  fun and memorable way.” This program is a Pay It Forward 
Program where the show is free to us.  After the show we sell yoyo’s to support the next school that may 
want the program. There is no specific number of yoyo’s that must be sold.  The show was alot of fun and 
below you will see one of the studnet who won a prize for answering the question how can  
 

 
 
 
Civil Rights Team:  
Student Training 2017 
At this year’s training at the Calumet Club the students 
learned about Similarities and Differences. We kicked off 
with an exercise on finding things that are different between 
two very similar  pictures, followed by finding a common 
theme between very different  items (for example: butcher, 
florist, barber, coach). The students were attentive,  involved, 
and yet again made me very proud to be their advisor! 
The training also had team members think and talk about 
how different religions are alike. Our students blew Brandon 
Baldwin, the Director of the Civil Rights Team Project from 
the Attorney General’s Office,   away with their awareness of 
the different religions in America! We talked about school 
events that may or may not make students who believe 
something different than most feel uncomfortable or 
unwelcome at school. 
The Civil Rights Team also did a mix it up day on Friday 
where students were asked to sit with peers that they don’t 
normally sit with in an effort to encourage students to accept 

differences and possibly make new friends.  Students who were not comfortable with this were not 
required to move but were encouraged to move.   Below are the Civil Rights Leaders.  Follow this link and 
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see how the mix up day went 

:https://drive.google.com/a/svrsu.org/file/d/0BwP1EhsRCJg6dnkxSEd1YTQ1Vjg/view?usp=drive_web 
 
 
 
Below see some news from the classrooms: 
 

➢ In middle school science a state trooper is coming in to talk with the 8th graders about the 
physics of a car crash.  

 
➢ In grade 5 literacy, 5th graders just finished reading Freak the Mighty and watched the movie to 

analyze the characteristics of the different characters and their importance to the overall story.  
 

➢ In grade 3 students took a wonderful trip to Swan’s Island and in SS/Science they watched butterflies 
hatch and let them go and they also are watching tadpoles grow into frogs. Additionally they have an 
ant farm where students can watch the work of the ants.  

➢ In first grade writing students after taking a bit of a break to refocus on writing “seed” stories 
instead of “watermelon” stories,   have moved on to learning about craft moves in writing. 
Students have learned about ellipses,  Bold text, and tiny text and talked about what these add to 
their writing. Teachers are excited to see how students will add these craft moves to their stories 
in the future.  

 
➢ In 8th Grade Language Arts Students will begin the year learning about traditional forms of 

poetry, figurative language, and literary devices associated with this genre.  They will analyze 
works from authors such as Robert Frost, Emily Dickinson, and Walt Whitman, as well as read 
Karen Hesse's novel Out of the Dust.  The novel is set in the 1930s Dust Bowl era and written in 
Free Verse Poetry style.  While reading Hesse’s novel, students will explore the “Dirty Thirties” 
and design a documentary in I-Movie about the time period 

➢ All students will be working on the Habits of Mind.  Through mid November students in all grades 
will focus on PERSEVERANCE and MANAGING IMPULSIVITY. Students will learn a common 
vocabulary around these two habits and will complete classroom activities in an effort to make 
sure students understand and can apply these habits.  Habits of Mind are defined as problem 
solving, life related skills necessary to efficiently operate in society and promote strategic 
reasoning, insightfulness, perseverance, creativity, and craftsmanship. More information on the 
habits of mind can be found at http://www.chsvt.org 

 
Palermo Consolidated School Report 
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A special thank-you goes out to Gail Horak, Palermo head cook, and her son, Daryl Horak. 
Daryl had an extra generator which he and Gail brought to Palermo School and hooked up to the 
school freezers and milk cooler so that no food was lost during the recent power outage. 
 
Congratulations to the Palermo girls’ soccer team.  They finished the regular season tied for first 
place in the league with China. The teams each had one loss, to each other.  Both teams then 
made it to the finals of the league tournament.  In the championship game the Palermo girls 
fought hard but lost 3 - 2 to China.  They had an excellent season.  The eighth graders on the 
team have had an outstanding three years of soccer.  Over the last three years the Palermo girls 
soccer team has had a record of 40 - 2.    They had two undefeated seasons,  three Sheepscot 
Valley Athletic Conference league first place finishes,  two league tournament championships, 
and one league tournament runner-up.  
 
The Palermo eighth grade class created a Haunted House at the Palermo Grange on Friday, 
October 27.  Students acted as the “creatures” in the house as guests walked through.   It was a 
very successful fundraiser.  Thank-you to everyone who supported the students. 
 
The first Panther Paws Spirit  Assembly was held Friday, October 27 for students in grades 
 K - 4.  Six students’ Panther Paws were drawn out and they were awarded a paw medal and a 
choice of a special privilege prize.  Mrs. Simoneau’s third grade class was recognized with a 
“Roar Award” from the sixth grade class.  Some of the sixth grade students were very impressed 
with how hard all the third graders were working and how quiet their classroom was when they 
visited the grade 3 room.  The theme for November, Responsibility, was presented by Miss 
Crystal and some examples were discussed.  Starting with the November Spirit Assembly 
students are encouraged to wear school colors, royal blue and white, or Palermo attire on the 
day of the assembly.  The class with the highest percentage of participation will get a special 
reward. 
 
Due to the power outage the Monster Mash,  the annual Palermo Halloween celebration, was 
held on Friday, November 3.  All students wore masks they had designed as they danced and 
moved to Halloween music in the gym.  The corner game was played and winners got to pick a 
treat.  Students also had parties in their classrooms. 
 
The Annual Palermo Craft Fair, run by the Palermo School Club, will be held on Saturday, 
November 18 from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.   A highlight of the event is the theme basket raffle. 
Classrooms are assigned a theme and students bring in gifts for their basket. 
 
The Turkey Trot, Palermo’s traditional Thanksgiving event, will be held on Tuesday,  
November 21 beginning at 1:00 P.M.  Everyone is invited! 

  
Whitefield Elementary School Report 
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Thank you to all who supported our PTA by purchasing your pumpkins for Halloween from our 
annual sale. The proceeds will go to support student enrichment activities. 
 
Whitefield staff spent time this month, during early release days, conducting crosswalk activities 
with Habits of Mind to PBIS, Second Step and other programs currently used at the school. The 
staff completed the activities feeling excited and eager to continue the implementation of Habits 
of Mind. 
 
Please visit the following link to read about the assembly Whitefield held to honor a local WWII 
veteran. It was a proud moment as students, staff and community members stood, waving 
American flags and cheered to honor Mr. Gould. 
http://www.centralmaine.com/2017/10/26/whitefield-veteran-honored-by-students-before-tri
p-to-washington-d-c/ 
 
Our K-Krew Soup Drive was another success! All the donations will help local families in need. 

 
 
In conjunction with the Kennebec Community 
Church, the Whitefield National Junior Honor Society 
will be hosting a 5K  Run For  A Cause, Color  Run! 
Please see the flyer for details. 
 
 
On Wednesday, November 15th I along with 
Superintendent Tuttle and the Whitefield School 
board members will be hosting a community forum 
meeting. The forum will provide a means for the 
school to collect feedback from community members 

and provide a connection for those individuals who want to volunteer. 
 
Please visit the following link for information regarding Jason “The White 
Shadow” Gibbons visit to Whitefield School. “The White Shadow” will be 

live at Whitefield School on Thursday, November 
17th at 5:30pm. 
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Windsor Elementary School Report 
 
 
Trunk or Treat was a big success this October.  Thank you PAWS for 
putting this great event on each year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PAWS is also coordinating Box tops for Education 
 
 
 
 
Thank you,  PAWS for providing us  a delicious dinner during Parent Teacher  Conferences.  This was 
especially received as so many of us had been without power for days at home.  
 
On November 3rd, Cory King, our student support specialist,  presented at the annual PBIS Conference at 
the Augusta Civic Center.  The Acton School district ( who visited us last year to learn about our successes 
with PBIS)  presented in the morning and sent many folks to Cory’s presentation in the afternoon. 
 
 
So excited to announce that Jacobey Furrow was a runner up for a national writing contest entitled “The 
Future of Technology!  Just one of three! Here is his essay: 
 

The Cracks in  the Wall 
Jacobey Furrow 

 
 Imagine you're  frolicking  down  the street. Suddenly, you get an alert  on your 
phone. It's  an email  with  a link  to  a website. Do  you open it?   Yes  or  No.  If you said 
yes, then some  random  hacker now  has your  information,  everything from  your  social 
security  number  to  how many times  you watched Top Gun  last  week. It's  really that 
easy to  get hacked, no matter  how miraculous  it  sounds  to  get a six  pack in  six  days, is 
it  worth  getting your  identity  stolen  by a merry  band of hackers? 

Who are these hackers? They are often referred  to  as the Black Hat Hackers. 
They are a dark  underground   of a few hackers stealing and figuring  out  new ways to 
cheat others  by selling  the stolen  information  to  criminals  and sometimes  companies. 
These companies  are corrupt  and are building  backdoors. These backdoors are made 
for  crackers and hackers, alike, to  walk  right  into  the grid,  to  the system, to  the 
network, to  the whole web of computers  and do  their  thing whether it  be explore, 
destroy  or  steal. Ways in  and ways out, ways to  work  things, ways to  break things, if 
they're put  in  for  the bad guys, they are called exploits.  These are things hackers can 
easily tap  into.  But  it’s  not  all  bad. Hackers just  have a bad reputation.  Bill  Gates was 
a hacker.  Steve Jobs was  a hacker, but  when a few hackers are bad, people think all  of 
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them are bad. But  for  those few vile  hackers, there is  hope that we can stop  them and 
it’s  really simple. 

All  we have to  do  is  share less.  No  one needs to  share on Facebook that they're 
getting a haircut  or  take hours  to  figure  out  the perfect filter  for  their  apple pie. Or 
why does  (insert  terrible  online no download  browser  game here) need to  know  your 
address,  before you can fight shoe zombies  with  eyebrow swords.   This is  the kind  of 
stuff that happens. People don’t  care what they have to  disclose, as long as they get the 
250 bonus  coins  or  another follower  or  two.  We have to  be more  private  with  our 
information.  Wretched hackers can easily get into  a site  and take the  information  you 
gave to  (insert  terrible  online no download  browser  game here).  

 Some  people might  be a little  “bewildered” by these interesting  and terrifying 
facts, but  let  me  assure  you a technological apocalypse is  possible. You  must  know 
something about technology since, you’re  a judge, but  did  you know  that traffic lights 
can be controlled  with  a few keystrokes or  the modern  pedestrian  could  look  up  the 
blueprints  to  an atm  and possibly  reset  it  to  factory mode?  

“However,  it’s  not  like  someone could  scan me  and know  everything about me!” 
Utters  the concerned reader. Oh think again, concerned reader!   Thanks to  social 
media  and people's  obsession  with  announcing everything about themselves online, 
things that should  only happen in  movies  and games are actually happening. But  the 
worst  part  is  we have gone too  far to  quit  now!  We need technology.  It's  how people 
make money! It’s  how I live. It’s  how everyone lives!  What I’m  really trying  to  say is 
humanity has done great things with  technology, but  there will  always be people 
trying  to  twist  and corrupt  those things for  their  own  personal  gain. As  users  of 
technology, we just  need to  be more  observant. Remember anyone can make 
something great. It takes real  talent to  make it  pure  and able to  stay untainted. 

 
 

Linda Farwell and Mary Clark, Title 1 Ed Techs from Windsor School attended the 28th annual Literacy 
for All Conference in Providence, RI on October 23-24, 2017. 1,400 educators from across the country and 
around the world were in attendance. Featured at this awesome conference were 3 keynote speakers,  20 
featured speakers and 100+ workshops to choose from. To get the most bang for the buck,  Linda and 
Mary went to separate workshops. Topics  included mindset!,  guided reading, choice reading, writing 
conferences, and fostering curiosity. One of the biggest things we took away from the conference was 
getting books into kids hands, especially our "striving" kids and those below the poverty line.  Getting 
children to fall in love with reading begins with getting to know each and everyone of our students and 
learning their interests. Children are thinking that reading is a chore. We need to change their mindset 
into one where reading is fun. What makes kids better readers and writers?  Volume and 
choice. 
 
 
 
Helen Beesley is amazing... 
 
Last night while having dinner at the Lion's Club to honor Peace Poster Winners,  I had a conversation 
with parent Jeff Wilson and his 7th grader Damon. 
As Damon was enthusiastically talking about his writing class with Ms.  Beesley,  Jeff let me know he 
thought Helen Beesley was the most amazing and dedicated teacher he's ever met.  
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Jeff went on to describe how just this week his daughter Mollie contacted Helen and asked her for a little 
help (maybe it was to critique the piece).  Mollie was working on a piece for her high school class.  Helen 
immediately responded and the two of them went back and forth for over an hour discussing the piece of 
writing. 
This is not only dedication, this is love and inspiration. When a High School student contacts their Middle 
School teacher and asks for help and advice, and the Middle School teacher jumps right in (on a 
weeknight!) - now THAT'S AMAZING, and quite noteworthy! 
 
Just thought everyone should know! 
 
~Genevieve Keller, art teacher 
 
Congratulations to the 7th Grade winners of the Lion's Club Peace Poster Contest: 
1st Place: Damon Wilson 
2nd Place: Mallary Hanke 
3rd Place: Anna Labbe 
This year's theme was: 'The Future of Peace'. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Check out helen Beesley’s amazing project! 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?hl=en&shva=1#label/Board+recognition+and+celebration/15f5a763
96e53d0d 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Allen presented at the Annual Maine School Management 
Conference on October 27th.  The audience was primarily school 
board members and superintendents.  Her topic was how the Maine 
Principals Association provides support for beginning principals. 
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Another successful grant! 
The Perloff grant was successful!  $2500 was granted for five 
new core kits and five new expansion kits. These will be used 
primarily in science classes for STEM projects and to power 
the new space challenge and renewable energy kits.  
 

 
 

 
 
Also just arrived this month in Michael Praschak’s classroom: a set of 
The Omnivore's Dilemma, funded through Donor's Choose.  Seventh 
grade is going to explore how the food that fills our plates gets there.   
 

 

The bat is an example of what Mr.  Praschak can now print with his three 
dimensional printer purchased through a competitive grant. He is 
printing these out for Wendy Watkins' second graders.  They are 
researching bats.  So far they have partnered up with hs sixth and 
seventh grades to research, set up chatterpix animations, and at the end 
will each receive a model of the type of bat they researched.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Another example of 3D printing: 
 
Jennifer Richardson and Helen Beesley were recently awarded a 
grant through Donors Choose for a project entitled “Math and 
Creativity Make Great Partners”  We got full funding.   So we now 
have $1,200 worth of craft supplies to do with the kids on our Windsor Fun Days!!! 
 
Here is Mr. Praschak receiving congratulations from George Davis, 
president of the Kennebec Retired Administrators Association.  He will 
receive a check Monday, November 13 at a meeting to be held at 
Joseph’s Fireside Steak House in Waterville.  The $150 donation will be 
used to fund books for a unit of study.   Mr. Davis shared with Dr. Allen 
how impressed the committee was with the way Windsor is connecting 
science, writing and reading at our middle school.  Mr. Praschak wants 
everyone to know that he usually doesn’t come to school looking like this 
but he was on five days without power at home! 
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Check out this cool climber for the the Pre-K playground!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Farwell has won an autographed copy 
of The Mermaid by Jann Brett for the 
School Library. She is reading to Mrs. 
Demos' First grade class. 

 
 
 
Thanks for your support of the book fair - helping to advertise this to parents,  allowing your students to 
come down to shop and your own purchases.  We earned 55% of total sales for Scholastic credit of 
$1,739.94. Some of that credit was used during the fair:  $272 went to staff, the summer millionaires; $252 
went to buy 28 books which the students recommended we get for the library from the sale.  The rest will 
be used throughout the year.  Alida Ciampa is continually updating our non-fiction and will look for titles 
to support our curriculum.  
 
We have several Windsor staff members who are pursuing a deeper understanding of personalized 
learning through this year.  Here is a list : 
 
Replacing Grading With Effective Learner Feedback: Changing Practices and Policies - Oct. 16 
Wendy Watkins 
Jen Richardson 
 
Pacing Learner Progress - Nov. 7 
Sharon Whittier 
Bekah Brockway 
 
Instructional Design - Dec. 6 
Carolyn Blomerth 
Mike Praschak 
 
Replacing Grading With Effective Learner Feedback: Providing Effective Feedback - Mar. 5 
Kim St. Onge 
 
Intrinsic Motivation - Apr. 9 
Stephanie Miller 
Kim St. Onge 
 
Grouping and Regrouping - May 7 
Kim St. Onge 
Sharon Whittier 
 
Building a Culture for Critical Thinking 1-Day 
Dec. 11: 
Rebekah Brockway 
Kim St. Onge 
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Habits of Mind 3-Day series  
Mike Praschak 
Wendy Watkins (day 1 only) 
Carolyn Blomerth (day 1 only) 
 

 
 
 
Wishes can come true!  Through the generosity of the Make a 
Wish Foundation, Parker St. Onge and his entire family went to 
Disneyland in Orlando, Florida for a week this past month.  All 
five of the children pictured to the left are proud Windsor 
Wildcats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Karen Wilcox and Carolyn Blomerth  get their students out each day in 
the a.m. to do some running/walking to start the day. I've watched some 
pretty cool videos/stories regarding school getting extra exercise for 
their students...since we seem to have a large percentage of ADHD 
kiddos...I'm thinking that getting some energy out in the a.m would be a 
great start to their day...just an idea! Carolyn has told me she definitely 
sees a difference in her students when they don't get outside in the a.m. 
before their classes.   She is using a tracker on the iPad to tally their 
progress. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Civil Rights Team at Windsor Elementary School is an after school club that meets once a week.  This 
is our second year as a club.  Ashley Lacourse is the advisor. We as a Civil Rights Team believe that all 
students should feel safe,  welcome, and respected in their school no matter their race,  skin color, national 
origin and ancestry, religion, disabilities, gender, or sexual orientation. As a middle level team we meet on 
these topics to help educated students,  and work to reduce bias-motivated incidents in our school.  
 
Coding Club is an after school program to learn computer programming.  Student use code.org's online 
coding activities, MIT's Scratch programming website, and Sphero programmable robots to learn coding. 
Coding Club feeds into the Middle School robotics program.   This Club is open to students in 3rd through 
8th grade with room for 20 students.  This Fall there was high interest and I ended up with 24 students 
and was lucky to have 2 Middle School students volunteer to help me.    We ran for 5 weeks this Fall and 
will do 5 more weeks in the Spring after basketball.  
 
On October 17, the Middle school took a field trip to the Maine State Museum for an event-filled day of 
earth science.  Presenters had demonstrations and exhibits designed to highlight geology studies and 
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careers in Maine.  Students enjoyed learning about how rocks and soil contributed to our understanding 
of the history and health of Maine.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
Windsor  Girls Soccer Team sporting pink hair ribbons 

to show support for Breast Cancer Awareness  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is the list of this year's Windsor Student Council Members and their recycling and food drive 
assignments.  They will be kicking off the holiday food drive this week.   Helen Williams, the Student 
Council advisor,  will be putting a bingo sheet in everyone's mailbox.   We are encouraging  students to 
bring in nonperishable foods for the Windsor Food Bank and local families in need.  Your room 
representative will come around every morning to pick up items.  
 
Student Council Members 2017—18 

1. Xander Drolet 8 * Richardson, Barnes, RR 
2. Anna Labbe  7  Downstairs left side & office 
3. Alexis Alcott  7  Left side upstairs with Akela 
4. Jarell Sandoval  7  Diket, Praschak, and Copy Room 
5. Olivia Hutchinson  7 Downstairs right side, pre-k 
6. Carson Appel  7 Right side upstairs with Kameron 
7. Abby Adams 6  Library, Art 
8. Akela Mitchell  6 
9. Kameron Kronillis 6 
10. Megan Carver 6  Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Beesley 

You know you are on a great field trip when the students load the buses at the end of the day excited about 
what they learned,  and they retain the information for further lessons in the classroom. The Grade Four 
students at Windsor Elementary went to the Maine State Museum and State House on October 24th. 
Maine Studies is a large part of the Grade 4 curriculum.    Students went on a quick tour around the 
outside of the museum and learned about some of the memorials around the state grounds.  One 

particular one that caught their interest was 
the Samantha Smith Memorial.  They then 
went on a tour of the State House.  There 
they got to learn about the different levels 
of government and some very 
special people such as Margaret Chase Smith, 
Percival Baxter, and William King, the 
first Governor of the State of Maine.  They 
visited The Hall of Flags, The Senate, and 
the Legislature. As a special treat, 
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they clamored onto  the balcony of the State House to enjoy the view of 
the state grounds and learn a few facts about it.  
The afternoon was spent at the Maine State Museum where there they 
learned about the Paleo and Wabanaki people.  They also participated in 
making arrowheads and relief rubbings. They also learned about the 
history of agriculture in Maine before the Europeans came.  A little time 
was allowed for a scavenger hunt of the displays at the museum. 
Parents, teachers, and students all enjoyed a fact-filled day.  
 
 
 
Facilities and Transportation 
 
As you all know October went out like a lion,  the storm caused some damage at some of our buildings. 
Windsor had some roof damage caused by two solar panels that were blown off,  Palermo had some roof 
damage as well.  They also lost food and milk in their coolers. A big thank you to Gail Horak and her son 
Darrell for providing a generator to keep the things in the freezers from spoiling,  and Louis the head 
custodian at Whitefield,  brought his generator to the school as well.   Whitefield and Somerville also lost 
food and milk and sustained some damage from the wind.  Whitefield,  Palermo, and Somerville do not 
have generators, we are currently looking into purchasing  them so we can prevent this in the future.  We 
are very lucky we had warm weather. We didn’t have to worry about freeze ups.  Mr Tuttle had to make 
some quick decisions canceling school when the power came back on due to road conditions keeping the 
childrens safety in mind. All in all, we did well.  
 
We are still in need of spare bus drivers.  We thank those dedicated drivers that we do have.  We welcome 
Diane French back the head bus driver in Chelsea. 
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