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Principal’s Message from Mr. Stein

 A Friendly Reminder

Please send children to school with the proper attire for outdoor recess. 
Students still go outside for recess in the winter. Thank you! 

Dear Cairo Durham Elementary families,

Happy New Year! I hope you and your family had a wonderful holiday, and found time to rest and 
recharge. 2023 promises to be a wonderful year for everyone at Cairo-Durham Elementary. 

December was such a busy month filled with special events and fun filled activities. The PTA put in 
countless hours to organize the annual Holiday Shoppe. Students were excited to purchase items for 
friends and family members. Each grade level held their winter concert, and the high school auditorium 
was filled with the sounds of the season. Many classrooms held holiday parties and enjoyed time together 
as a class community. December was also filled with engaging and creative classroom experiences. 
Teachers in every grade level are designing plans using instructional materials and approaches that meet 
the needs of our students, and prepare them for the future. 

In January we will continue to challenge our students and teachers will dive deep into the curriculum and 
standards. On January 24th, third, fourth and fifth grade students will take part in the computer based 
testing simulation of the New York State exam. As a completely 1:1 school, every student has a 
chromebook to complete assignments, have access to educational programs, and develop 21st century 
skills. The 2nd marking period ends on January 27th, and report cards will be sent home to 
parents/guardians on February 3rd. Thank you for your continued efforts towards your child’s education.

Mr. Stein 
Principal 



Ms. Rice and Mrs. Lopez’s class made Deputy 
Espel’s therapy dog Mac a special treat for the 

holiday. Mac was given a dog treat cake! It was a 
small way to say thank you for helping our school. 

A Special Treat for Mac 

The Positivity Project #PositivityInAction 

CDE is in its fourth year of 
implementing the Positivity Project 
(P2). Each week, the school focuses on 
a different character trait or pillar of the 
other people mindset. Students learn all 
about the 24 character traits and how 
they can build positive relationships 
with each other.

In January we will focus on optimism, 
prudence, perseverance, and social 
intelligence.. Students who exhibit 
these traits will receive positive 
referrals during assemblies. 

Families can find P2 resources at 
https://posproject.org/p2-for-families/ 
and use code “P2” 

Reminder!
The Cairo Durham app 
can be found in the App 
Store or Google Play. 
Download it and get all 
the latest happenings 
for CDE and our district.

https://posproject.org/p2-for-families/
https://posproject.org/p2-for-families/


Hanukkah Traditions 

Kindergarten Gingerbread Houses

The kindergarten team organized a 
wonderful event for students and 
families as they came together to make 
gingerbread houses. 

Students and a family member 
constructed creative and unique 
gingerbread houses from graham 
crackers, vanilla frosting, peppermints, 
candies, and many other items. Fun 
was had by everyone, and each student 
left with a yummy holiday tradition.

Thank you to the kindergarten teachers 
and aides who organized the event! 

Mrs. Sadd came to Mrs. 
Williams 5th grade class to 
talk about the important 
traditions for Hanukkah. 
Students learned about the 
menorah and the dreidel, and 
were able to create their own 
dreidel and play together. 
Thank you Mrs. Sadd for 
helping our students learn 
about Hanukkah! 



CDE Pink Out! 

Mustang Money Rewards! 

Students continue to earn Mustang Money 
for making good choices and working 
hard. Every faculty and staff member has 
Mustang Money to give to students; from 
the bus driver, to recess aides, to 
classroom teachers, and students love to 
earn them! Students can cash in their 
money for different experiences, and each 
month there are different choices. 
Students have enjoyed a craft with Ms. 
Pollard, reading to a class, lunch with a 
friend/sibling, time with therapy dog Mac, 
or game with the principal. Keep up the 
great work students! You are making 
everyone at CDE very proud! 

The CDE community organized a pink out 
on December 15th to support all those who 
have fought or are fighting the battle of 
breast cancer. Our own teacher Ms. Stalter 
has been successfully fighting, and as a 
school community we were proud to show 
our support for her. The school collected 
over five hundred dollars to go towards the 
Greene County Women’s League.  

The Grinch at CDE!

The Grinch came to 
CDE right before 
Christmas! He didn’t 
steal anything and his 
heart grew 3 sizes! 
Big thanks to Deputy 
Espel (aka The 
Grinch). 


