
COMMITTEE POLICIES BGBA

APPEALS TO THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE

The Portsmouth School Department encourages all individuals to resolve differences
informally at the school level starting with those staff members who are most directly
involved. If, however, substantive differences cannot be resolved in such a manner, all
individuals are entitled to seek resolution through an appeals process.

Any matters specifically pertaining to Special Education should follow the guidelines
for resolution established by the Rhode Island Department of Education. For all other
matters, this appeals process may be entered at the appropriate level in accordance with
the nature of the disagreement.

Level 1:
Any party to a dispute may file a written appeal to the Building Principal. Upon receipt
of the written appeal, the Building Principal will take any steps deemed necessary to
investigate and provide a written response in a timely manner relative to the seriousness
of the matter.

Level 2:
If the decision of the Building Principal does not resolve the matter, a written appeal
may be filed to the Superintendent. The Superintendent, upon taking the necessary steps
to investigate, will provide a written response in a timely manner relative to the
seriousness of the matter. If the situation involves a student and the Superintendent
determines that a meeting is necessary to gather more information, the student and a
parent/guardian must attend the meeting. If a student is over the age of 18, the student
may waive the presence of a parent/guardian.

Level 3:
If the decision of the Superintendent does not resolve the matter, a written appeal may
be filed with the chair of the Portsmouth School Committee through the the
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent and School Committee. Unless an
emergency matter, the Portsmouth School Committee shall consider the matter at the
next regularly scheduled School Committee meeting in accordance with Open Meeting
Laws. If the situation involves a student, the student and a parent/guardian must attend
the meeting. If a student is over the age of 18, the student may waive the presence of a
parent/guardian. Within five days of said meeting, the School Committee will provide a
written response to the individual filing the appeal.

Level 4:
If the decision of the School Committee does not resolve the matter, a written appeal
may be filed with the Rhode Island Department of Education.
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