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In a special election in November 2021, Portsmouth voters approved a bond referendum to finance 
a series of school facilities improvement projects, with total costs not to exceed $21.44 million. 
Portsmouth anticipates receiving 40% reimbursement (about $8.6 million) from the Rhode Island 
Department of Education to offset the cost of the projects.  
 

 

MAJOR PROJECTS  
 
The facilities bond enables the district to undertake 
a series of major capital investments and systems 
upgrades to improve health and safety in all four 
school buildings over three summers, from 2022 to 
2024. Priorities include: 
 
• Air quality: Upgrade heating, ventilation, and 

air conditioning systems in several buildings for 
improved effectiveness and energy efficiency. 
COVID-19 has highlighted the need for 
improved filtration and ventilation to ensure air 
quality in schools.  
 

• Bathrooms: Undertake extensive renovation of 
bathrooms at all four schools. 

 
• Accessibility: Enhance accessibility of 

bathrooms, replace the elevator at Hathaway, 
and invest in other projects to ensure full 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA).  

 
• Roof Replacement: Replace the roof at 

Melville that is approaching the end of its useful 
life, in order to prevent leaking and other risks.  

 
• Site Safety: At the high school, rebuild and 

widen Memorial Drive and add sidewalks to 
improve safety and traffic flow, and add 22 new 
parking spaces.  

 
• Hazardous Materials: Complete the removal of 

asbestos floor tiles and refresh the interior 
finishes in the process.  

 

FINANCES  
 
• Residents approved in the referendum vote 

bonds to finance project costs not to exceed 
$21,439,299.  
 

• Through the Rhode Island School Construction 
Program, Portsmouth was approved to receive 
State reimbursement for up to 40% of the 
project costs, totaling $8,575,720. Under this 
competitive statewide program, Portsmouth is 
eligible for reimbursement at a baseline rate of 
35%, plus a bonus incentive of 5% for the 
health and safety improvements included in the 
project plans.  

 
• Town officials estimate that the bond will 

increase the property tax rate by $0.23 per 
$1,000. For a home assessed at $250,000, the 
annual tax impact would be $56.70. For a home 
assessed at $500,000, the annual tax impact 
would be $113.40.  

 
  


