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King and Queen County Public Schools

Vision, Mission, Beliefs, and Goal Statements

Vision Statement

King and Queen County students will become engaged learners and good stewards of their

community. They will be socially and academically responsible for their own success with support

from their families, community and schools.

Mission Statement

The King and Queen County Public School Division strives to provide a quality education that

challenges each student to maximize his or her full potential by offering programs that foster the skills

of communication, critical thinking, resiliency and collaboration needed to compete in our global

society.

Core Beliefs and Values

We Believe:

● Students learn best in safe and secure environments.

● Family and community involvement are essential to our mission.

● Each student is entitled to an excellent education that meets his or her individual needs.

● Student achievement and continuous growth are the core priorities of our school division.

● Recruiting and retaining a highly qualified and diverse staff are essential to the success of our

students.

Strategic Goals

● GOAL 1: Instruction:  To provide a high-quality education in fully accredited schools.

● GOAL 2: Personnel:  To attract, recruit and retain quality personnel.

● GOAL 3: Community and Community Relations:  To establish a responsive, caring and

inclusive culture where all feel valued, supported and hopeful.

● GOAL 4: Safe/Secure Learning Environment: To maintain a safe and supportive environment

that is conducive for learning. That engages students’ unique abilities, talents, and aspirations

to meet the challenges of the 21
st

Century. Promotes purposeful community and parental

involvement in the total educational development of all students. Promotes the continuous

improvement of student achievement.
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Elementary Program of Studies and Regulations

Introduction

The foremost purpose of public education in King and Queen County is to provide children with a

quality education giving them opportunities to meet their fullest potential in life. The Elementary

Program of Studies and Regulations are designed to ensure an effective and consistent educational

program is developed and delivered in every school, for every child. The King and Queen County

School Board has reviewed and adopted these regulations.

The goal of all quality educational programs is high student achievement. We believe all students can

be successful when provided with a sound program of studies designed to meet individual needs. The

Elementary Program of Studies and Regulations have been developed to meet these needs. They

provide all teachers and students the guidance and direction they require to be successful.

The educational programs of King and Queen County Schools have been designed to comply with the

Virginia Standards of Quality, Standards of Learning, and Standards for School Accreditation. We are

committed to working with students, parents/guardians, community leaders, businesses, and

community centers to build a strong accountable school division. We look forward to this partnership

and ask for your help and support to implement the Elementary Program of Studies and Regulations.

Current copies of all division policies, program of studies, regulations, and the Code of Conduct are

available on the division’s website. Printed copies are available to citizens who do not have online

access.

Standards of Learning Assessments

The Standards of Learning (SOL) for Virginia Public Schools establish minimum expectations for

what students should know and be able to do at the end of each grade or course in English,

mathematics, science, history/social science and other, non-academic subjects.

SOL tests in reading, writing, mathematics, science and history/social science measure the success of

students in meeting the Board of Education’s expectations for learning and achievement. All items on

SOL tests are reviewed by Virginia classroom teachers for accuracy and fairness and teachers also

assist the Virginia Board of Education in setting proficiency standards for the tests. Visit

doe.virginia.gov/testing for the most up-to-date information.

Specific SOL tests are given to individual grades as follows:

3
rd

grade – English/Reading, and Mathematics

4
th

grade – English/Reading, Mathematics, and Virginia Studies

5
th

grade – English/Reading, Mathematics, and Science

6
th

grade – English/Reading and Mathematics

SOL tests begin in the Spring of each academic year

Student Growth Assessments

Beginning with the 2021-2022 school year, students in Virginia public schools will take growth

assessments in grades 3-8 reading and mathematics to measure growth during the school year. Full
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implementation of the legislation will occur in the 2022-2023 school year with assessments in these

content areas and grade levels occurring three times during the year: fall, mid-year, and spring. The

spring growth assessments will be the regularly occurring Standards of Learning tests.

Individual student score reports will be provided with details of how students performed on each test

item, but the growth assessments do not include a passing/failing score. Instead, the focus on these

assessments is on identifying what students have already learned as well as the skills they may need

additional help with during this school year. Vertical scaled scores represent a way to measure

content proficiency at different educational levels. Unlike previous SOL test scores that pertained only

to the individual test a student took, vertical scaled scores stretch across grade levels and allow schools

to track student growth across time. Because of this, performance on the VGAs is reported using a

vertical scale that ranges from 900 to 2,000.

Computer Adaptive Testing

A computer adaptive test (CAT) is an assessment that is customized for every student based on how

the student responds to the test questions. Students who take online grades 3-8 mathematics tests

and grades 3-8 reading tests will be administered a computer adaptive version of the Standards of

Learning (SOL) tests.  

Technology-Enhanced Items

Today’s online SOL assessments challenge students to apply what they have learned in ways not

possible with traditional multiple-choice tests. Reading, writing, mathematics, and science

assessments include “technology enhanced” items that require students to demonstrate

critical-thinking and problem-solving skills, much as they do in response to classroom assignments

from teachers. 

Participation and Inclusion

All students in tested grade levels and courses are expected to participate in Virginia’s assessment

program, unless specifically exempted by state or federal law or by Board of Education regulations.

Virginia’s assessment system includes students with disabilities and limited English proficient (LEP)

students. Students with disabilities and LEP students may take Standards of Learning tests with or

without accommodations or they may be assessed through alternate or alternative assessments. The

tests that comprise the Virginia Assessment Program are offered in English only. Administration of

the tests in other languages is not permitted.

Limited English Proficient (LEP) students who have attended school in the United States for less than

12 months may receive a one-time exemption for the SOL Reading and SOL History/Social Science

tests in grades 3 through 8. LEP students may NOT be exempted from the SOL Mathematics and SOL

Science tests.

Students with disabilities in the Commonwealth of Virginia include identified students under the

Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA) and under Sections 504 of

the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are expected to participate in all content area assessments that are

available to students without disabilities. Students with disabilities may participate in SOL

assessments with or without accommodations.
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Formative Assessments

Formative or Benchmark Assessments are given throughout the year before the Spring SOL Tests as

practice and knowledge checks. Results from these assessments are used to assist with student

remediation and guide classroom instruction.

Performance-Based Assessments

Performance-based assessments measure subject-matter proficiency and the ability of students to

apply the content and skills they have learned.  Performance-based assessments may also assess

acquisition of the “Five C’s” – critical thinking, creativity, communication, collaboration and

citizenship. Performance-based assessments are designed to encourage deeper learning and are an

essential component of a balanced testing program.

Local Alternative Assessments

The 2014 General Assembly eliminated Standards of Learning assessments in Grade 3 History, Grade

3 Science, Grade 5 Writing, United States History to 1865, and United States History: 1865 to the

Present. Additionally, the Assembly’s action required local school divisions to continue to teach the

content and to measure student achievement with local alternative assessments, including authentic

or performance assessments. School divisions must certify annually that they have provided

instruction and administered an alternative assessment, consistent with Board of Education

guidelines, to students in grades and subject areas that no longer have a corresponding SOL test.

Retaking an SOL Assessment

Our goal is for all students to successfully complete the SOL tests. Students who do not meet State

Proficiency on any SOL assessment will participate in specific remediation. Local school divisions

may offer expedited retakes of the SOL reading, mathematics, science, and history tests to students in

grades three through eight and high school students needing a passing score to earn a verified credit

for graduation requirements and meet the following criteria.  The student must:

1) Have passed the course associated with the test; and

2) Have parent permission; and

3) Meet one of the following:

● Failed the test by a narrow margin; or

● Failed the test by any margin and have extenuating circumstances that would warrant

retesting; or

● Did not sit for the regularly scheduled test for legitimate reasons.

The “narrow margin” criteria shall be defined as a scaled score of 375-399. The division

superintendent will be responsible for making the determination of what constitutes “extenuating

circumstances” and “legitimate reasons” for the purposes of establishing eligibility for an expedited

retest of a Standards of Learning test.

Section 1112(e)(2) of the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA) states that parents of students in

Title I schools have a right to know about state or division policies regarding student participation in

any assessments mandated by ESSA, including any policy, procedure, or parental right to opt students

out of such assessments. If you would like to receive information about this topic, please contact the

Title 1 Coordinator either by phone at (804) 785-5981 or in writing at 242 Allens Circle, Suite M, King

and Queen Courthouse, VA 23085.
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All students enrolled in Virginia public schools are expected to take the applicable state tests. The

Virginia Board of Education Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in

Virginia state: “In kindergarten through eighth grade, where the administration of Virginia

assessment program tests are required by the Board of Education, each student shall be expected to

take the tests” and “each student in middle and secondary schools shall take all applicable

end-of-course SOL tests following course instruction” (8VAC20-131-30).

Elementary Curriculum

Virginia Preschool Initiative

The purpose of the Virginia Preschool Initiative is to reduce disparities among young children upon

formal school entry and to reduce or eliminate those risk factors that lead to early academic failure.

In preschool, school-readiness activities focus on academic, physical, and social and emotional

development. The preschool curriculum promotes research-based teaching practices to support

children's language and communication, such as providing ongoing opportunities for rich oral

language experiences. The daily routines and activities include many formal and informal forums for

children to engage in language and communication with adults and peers. Additionally, the

curriculum includes daily interactive read-alouds, which provide opportunities for children to develop

concepts about print, comprehend text, and enjoy books, which research shows are critical early

literacy skills. The curriculum also promotes research-based teaching practices to support children's

mathematics development.

Quality early learning experiences are an essential element to preparing children to succeed in

kindergarten and beyond. Children who experience effective early childhood programs are more

likely to finish college, get high-paying jobs, and be healthier and happier later in life.

How do I register my child for VPI?

If your child will be 3 or 4 by September 30
th

of the upcoming school year, you can register your child

for VPI. The program does have limited slots and therefore, there is criteria used to select students

who are in the most need of early intervention. However, every effort will be made to serve as many

students residing in King and Queen County, as possible.

When should I register my child for VPI?

Registration typically occurs in the spring of the year prior to enrollment. Local announcements are

made in the newspapers and radio, on the www.kqps.net website, and via social media platforms.

Fliers are sent home with all elementary age students as well. You can always call your local

elementary school to inquire about PreK registration for the most up-to-date information.

What do I need to provide for registration?

Original Birth Certificate, Physical and Immunization records, Proof of Physical Address, Income

Verification, Parent/Guardian Photo ID, and other pertinent registration packets for the local

elementary school.
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Kindergarten

Reading and Writing

The kindergarten student will be immersed in a print-rich environment to develop oral language

skills, phonological awareness, print awareness, vocabulary, comprehension, and an appreciation for

literature. The reading of fiction and nonfiction texts will enable students to develop an awareness of

print materials as sources of information and enjoyment. The kindergarten student will have the

opportunity to use words that describe people, places, and events. The student will recognize and

print letters of the alphabet, use the basic phonetic principles of identifying and writing beginning

sounds, identify story elements, and communicate ideas through pictures and writing.

Mathematics

The kindergarten mathematics standards place emphasis on developing the concept of number by

counting; combining, sorting, and comparing sets of objects; recognizing, describing, and creating

simple repeating patterns; and recognizing shapes and sizes of figures and objects. Students will

investigate measurement through direct comparisons, collect data, and create graphs. The concept of

fractions is introduced through sharing experiences. The use of appropriate technology and the

interpretation of the results from applying technology tools must be an integral part of teaching,

learning, and assessment. While learning mathematics, students will be actively engaged, using

concrete materials and appropriate technologies to facilitate problem solving. However, facility in the

use of technology shall not be regarded as a substitute for a student’s understanding of quantitative

and algebraic concepts or for proficiency in basic computations. The acquisition of specialized

mathematical vocabulary and language is crucial to a student’s understanding and appreciation of the

subject and fosters confidence in mathematics communication and problem solving. Problem solving

is integrated throughout the content strands. The development of problem-solving skills is a major

goal of the mathematics program at every grade level. The development of skills and problem-solving

strategies must be integrated early and continuously into each student’s mathematics education.

Science

In science, kindergarten students use their senses to make observations of the characteristics and

interactions of objects in their world. Students study the characteristics of water and the basic needs

of living things. They also study the relationship between the sun and Earth through shadows and

weather. They determine how their actions can change the motion of objects and learn how they can

make a difference in their world. Throughout the elementary years, students will develop scientific

skills, supported by mathematics and computational thinking, as they learn science content. In

kindergarten, students will develop skills in posing simple questions, conducting simple

investigations, observing, classifying, and communicating information about the natural world.

History

The history standards for kindergarten students focus on the local community and include an

introduction to basic history and social science skills. During the course of their first year in school,

students should learn about their community, including basic concepts related to history, patriotism,

national symbols, good citizenship, geographic location, economics, and the importance of following

rules and respecting the rights and property of other people.
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First Grade

Reading and Writing

Reading is the priority in first grade. The student will be immersed in a print-rich environment to

develop oral language skills, phonetic skills, vocabulary, comprehension, and an awareness of print

materials as sources of information and enjoyment. The student will use listening and speaking skills

to participate in classroom discussions. The student will use a variety of strategies to read new words

and will read familiar selections with fluency and expression. The student will continue to develop an

understanding of character, setting, main idea, and story sequence in a variety of texts. The student

will increase vocabulary and comprehension strategies by reading across the curriculum, with

emphasis on materials that reflect the Standards of Learning in mathematics, science, and history and

social science. The student will also demonstrate comprehension of fiction and nonfiction texts

through classroom discussion and will begin to communicate ideas in writing.

Mathematics

Mathematic standards place emphasis on counting, comparing, and ordering sets of up to 110 objects;

recognizing and describing simple repeating and growing patterns; and tracing, describing, and

sorting plane figures. Students’ understanding of numbers is expanded through recognizing and

describing part-whole relationships for numbers up to 10, solving story and picture problems using

addition and subtraction within 20; using nonstandard units to measure; and organizing and

interpreting data. Fractional concepts will be expanded through sharing scenarios involving halves

and fourths. The use of appropriate technology and the interpretation of the results from applying

technology tools must be an integral part of teaching, learning, and assessment. While learning

mathematics, students will be actively engaged, using concrete materials and appropriate

technologies to facilitate problem solving. However, technology shall not be regarded as a substitute

for a student’s understanding of quantitative and algebraic concepts or for proficiency in basic

computations. The acquisition of specialized mathematical vocabulary and language is crucial to a

student’s understanding and appreciation of the subject and fosters confidence in mathematics

communication and problem solving. Problem solving is integrated throughout the content strands.

The development of problem-solving skills is a major goal of the mathematics program at every grade

level. The development of skills and problem-solving strategies must be integrated early and

continuously into each student’s mathematics education.

Science

In first-grade science, students become aware of factors that affect their daily lives. Students continue

to learn about the basic needs of all living things and that living things respond to factors in their

environment, including weather and the change of season. They continue the examination of matter

by observing physical properties and how materials interact with light. Throughout the elementary

years, students will develop scientific skills, supported by mathematics and computational thinking,

as they learn science content. In first grade, students will develop skills in posing simple questions,

conducting simple investigations, observing, classifying, and communicating information about the

natural world. Students are introduced to the engineering design process.

History

The History and Social Science standards for first-grade students include an introduction to the lives

of leaders in the history of Virginia and their contributions to the Commonwealth. Students will

develop basic map skills. They will study the economic concepts of goods and services, consumers and

producers, and make economic choices. Additionally, students will learn to apply the traits of a good
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citizen and recognize that communities in Virginia have local governments. Finally, they will learn

that communities include people who have diverse ethnic origins, customs, and traditions, who make

contributions to their communities, and who are united as Americans by common principles.

Second Grade

Reading and Writing

Reading continues to be a priority in second grade. The student will be immersed in an environment

filled with fiction and nonfiction texts, which relate to all areas of the curriculum and interest. The

student will expand vocabulary by speaking and listening effectively in classroom discussions, use a

combination of strategies when reading, and read familiar selections with fluency and expression. The

student will learn comprehension strategies for fiction and nonfiction texts. The student will be asked

to identify main ideas, to make and confirm predictions, and to formulate questions about learning in

all subjects, with emphasis on materials that reflect the Standards of Learning in mathematics,

science, and history and social science. The student will write stories, letters, and simple explanations;

apply simple grammatical principles to writing; and locate information in reference materials.

Mathematics

Mathematic standards extend the study of number and spatial sense to include three-digit whole

numbers and solid geometric figures. Students will continue to learn, use, and gain proficiency in

addition and subtraction within 20. Students will begin to use U.S. Customary units to measure

length and weight; predict and use simple probability; and create and interpret pictographs and bar

graphs. Students will work with a variety of patterns and will develop an understanding of equality.

The use of appropriate technology and the interpretation of the results from applying technology tools

must be an integral part of teaching, learning, and assessment. While learning mathematics, students

will be actively engaged, using concrete materials and appropriate technologies to facilitate problem

solving. However, facility in the use of technology shall not be regarded as a substitute for a student’s

understanding of quantitative and algebraic concepts or for proficiency in basic computations. The

acquisition of specialized mathematical vocabulary and language is crucial to a student’s

understanding and appreciation of the subject and fosters confidence in mathematics communication

and problem solving. Problem solving is integrated throughout the content strands. The development

of problem-solving skills is a major goal of the mathematics program at every grade level. The

development of skills and problem-solving strategies must be integrated early and continuously into

each student’s mathematics education.

Science

Science in second grade builds on previous understandings of forces, water, weather, and plants and

animals, and students explore these concepts through the lens of change. They examine how water

changes phase, how visible and invisible forces change motion, how plants and animals change

through their life cycles, and how weather changes the Earth. Students also examine how change

occurs over a short or long period of time. Throughout the elementary years, students will develop

scientific skills, supported by mathematics and computational thinking, as they learn science content.

In second grade, students will develop skills in posing simple questions, planning and conducting

simple investigations, observing, classifying, and communicating information about the natural

world. Students engage in more aspects of the engineering design process at this level.
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History

The History and Social Science standards for second-grade students include an introduction to the

lives of Americans and their contributions to the United States as well as the heritage of the American

Indians, past and present. Students should continue developing map skills and demonstrate an

understanding of basic economic concepts. The students will identify selected American individuals

who have worked to improve the lives of American citizens. The students will recognize that the

United States is a land of people who have diverse ethnic origins, customs, and traditions, who make

contributions to their communities, and who are united as Americans by common principles.

Third Grade

Reading and Writing

Reading continues to be a priority in third grade. Emphasis is on learning about words, reading text

with fluency and expression, and learning comprehension strategies. The student will read a variety of

fiction and nonfiction texts, which relate to all areas of the curriculum. The student will use effective

communication skills in group activities and will present brief oral reports. Reading comprehension

strategies will be applied in all subjects, with emphasis on materials that reflect the Standards of

Learning in mathematics, science, and history and social science. The student will plan, draft, revise,

and edit stories, simple explanations, and short reports. In addition, the student will gather and use

information from print and electronic sources. The student also will write legibly in cursive.

Mathematics

Mathematic standards place emphasis on developing an understanding of, and solving problems that

involve multiplication and division through 10 × 10. Students will apply knowledge of place value and

the properties of addition and multiplication as strategies for solving problems. Concrete models and

pictorial representations will be used to introduce addition and subtraction with fractions and the

concept of probability as the measurement of chance. Students will use standard units (U.S.

Customary and metric) to measure temperature, length, and liquid volume. Properties of shapes,

points, line segments, rays, angles, vertices, and lines will be explored and students will identify

polygons with 10 or fewer sides, combine and subdivide polygons, and name the resulting polygon(s).

The use of appropriate technology and the interpretation of the results from applying technology tools

must be an integral part of teaching, learning, and assessment. While learning mathematics, students

will be actively engaged, using concrete materials and appropriate technologies to facilitate problem

solving. However, facility in the use of technology shall not be regarded as a substitute for a student’s

understanding of quantitative and algebraic concepts or for proficiency in basic computations. The

acquisition of specialized mathematical vocabulary and language is crucial to a student’s

understanding and appreciation of the subject and fosters confidence in mathematics communication

and problem solving. Problem solving is integrated throughout the content strands. The development

of problem-solving skills is a major goal of the mathematics program at every grade level. The

development of skills and problem-solving strategies must be integrated early and continuously into

each student’s mathematics education.

Science

The focus of science in third grade is interactions in our world. Students continue to study forces and

matter by learning about simple machines and by examining the interactions of materials in water.

They also look at how plants and animals, including humans, are constantly interacting with the living

and nonliving aspects of the environment. This includes examining how adaptations satisfy life needs
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of plants and the importance of water, soil, and the sun in the survival of plants and animals.

Throughout the elementary years, students will develop scientific skills, supported by mathematics

and computational thinking, as they learn science content. In third grade, students will develop more

sophisticated skills in posing questions and predicting outcomes, planning and conducting simple

investigations, collecting and analyzing data, constructing explanations, and communicating

information about the natural world. Students begin to use the engineering design process to apply

their scientific knowledge to solve problems.

History

The History and Social Science standards for third-grade students include an introduction to the

heritage and contributions of the peoples of ancient China, Egypt, Greece, Rome, and the West

African empire of Mali. Students should continue developing map skills and demonstrate an

understanding of basic economic and civics concepts. Students will examine the social, cultural, and

political characteristics of major ancient world cultures. Students will recognize that many aspects of

ancient cultures served as the foundation for modern governments, customs, traditions, and

perspectives.

Fourth Grade

Reading and Writing

In fourth grade, reading and writing skills support an increased emphasis on content-area learning

and utilization of a variety of resources to locate and read primary sources of information. A

significant percentage of reading material will relate to the study of mathematics, science, and history

and social science. The student will use text organizers, summarize information, formulate questions,

and draw conclusions to demonstrate reading comprehension. The student will also read classic and

contemporary literature selections by a variety of authors. The student will continue to increase

communication skills in large- and small-group settings. The introduction of media messages will

begin in fourth grade and continue in fifth grade. Additionally, the student will plan, draft, revise, and

edit narratives and explanations. The student will routinely use word references while writing. The

student will demonstrate comprehension of information resources to research a topic and understand

the difference between plagiarism and using his/her own words.

Mathematics

Mathematic standards place emphasis on multiplication and division with whole numbers and solving

problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions and decimals. Students will develop fluency

with multiplication through 12 x 12 and the corresponding division facts as they become proficient in

]multiplying larger numbers. Students will apply knowledge of place value and the properties of

addition and multiplication as strategies for solving problems. Students also will refine their

estimation skills for computations and measurements. Students will identify and describe

representations of points, lines, line segments, rays, and angles, including endpoints and vertices.

Students will describe and compare characteristics of plane and solid figures. Concrete models and

pictorial representations will be used to solve problems involving perimeter and area, patterns,

probability, and equivalence of fractions and decimals. The use of appropriate technology and the

interpretation of the results from applying technology tools must be an integral part of teaching,

learning, and assessment. While learning mathematics, students will be actively engaged, using

concrete materials and appropriate technologies to facilitate problem solving. However, facility in the

use of technology shall not be regarded as a substitute for a student’s understanding of quantitative
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and algebraic concepts or for proficiency in basic computations. The acquisition of specialized

mathematical vocabulary and language is crucial to a student’s understanding and appreciation of the

subject and fosters confidence in mathematics communication and problem solving. Problem solving

is integrated throughout the content strands. The development of problem-solving skills is a major

goal of the mathematics program at every grade level. The development of skills and problem-solving

strategies must be integrated early and continuously into each student’s mathematics education.

Science

Our solar system is a grand place, and in fourth-grade science, students learn where we fit in this solar

system. Starting with the solar system, and then moving to the planet Earth, the Commonwealth of

Virginia, and finally their specific ecosystems, students examine how features of plants and animals

support life. They also explore how living things interact with both living and nonliving components

in their ecosystems. Throughout the elementary years, students will develop scientific skills,

supported by mathematics and computational thinking, as they learn science content. In fourth grade,

students will continue to develop skills in posing questions and predicting outcomes, planning and

conducting simple investigations, collecting and analyzing data, constructing explanations, and

communicating information about the natural world. Students continue to use the engineering design

process to apply their scientific knowledge to solve problems.

History

The standards for Virginia Studies allow students to develop a greater understanding of Virginia’s rich

history, from the cultures of its native peoples and the founding of Jamestown to the present.

Geographic, economic, and civic concepts are presented within this historical context. Students will

develop the skills needed to analyze, interpret, and demonstrate knowledge of important events and

ideas in our history and will understand the contributions made by people of diverse cultural and

ethnic backgrounds. Students will use geographic tools to examine the influence of physical and

cultural geography on Virginia history. Ideas that form the foundation for political institutions in

Virginia and the United States also will be included as part of the story of Virginia.

Fifth Grade

Reading and Writing

In fifth grade, reading and writing skills continue to support an increased emphasis on content area

learning and utilization of a variety of resources to locate and read primary sources of information.

The student will read texts in all subjects and will acquire information to answer questions, generate

hypotheses, make inferences, support opinions, confirm predictions, compare and contrast

relationships, and formulate conclusions. The student will continue to develop an appreciation for

literature by reading a variety of fiction and nonfiction selections. The student will continue to

increase communication skills used in learning activities and create a project using online, print, and

media resources. The student will use oral and written communication skills to describe key concepts

and information contained in the mathematics, science, and history and social science Standards of

Learning. In addition, the student will plan, draft, revise, and edit writings to describe, to entertain, to

explain, and to persuade. The student will define the meaning and consequences of plagiarism.

Mathematics

Mathematic standards place emphasis on number sense with whole numbers, fractions, and decimals.

This focus includes concepts of prime and composite numbers, identifying even and odd numbers,
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and solving problems using order of operations for positive whole numbers. Students will develop

proficiency in the use of fractions and decimals to solve practical problems. Students will collect,

display, and analyze data in a variety of ways and solve probability problems, using a sample space, a

tree diagram, or the Fundamental Counting Principle. Students will also solve problems involving

volume, area, and perimeter. Students will be introduced to expressions with a variable. Students will

solve problems using strategies including place value and the properties of addition and

multiplication. All of these skills assist in the development of the algebraic concepts needed for

success in the middle grades.

The use of appropriate technology and the interpretation of the results from applying technology tools

must be an integral part of teaching, learning, and assessment. While learning mathematics, students

will be actively engaged, using concrete materials and appropriate technologies to facilitate problem

solving. However, the use of technology shall not be regarded as a substitute for a student’s

understanding of quantitative and algebraic concepts or for proficiency in basic computations. The

acquisition of specialized mathematical vocabulary and language is crucial to a student’s

understanding and appreciation of the subject and fosters confidence in mathematics communication

and problem solving. Problem solving is integrated throughout the content strands. The development

of problem-solving skills is a major goal of the mathematics program at every grade level. The

development of skills and problem-solving strategies must be integrated early and continuously into

each student’s mathematics education.

Science

Grade five science delves more deeply into foundational concepts in physical science as students begin

to make connections between energy and matter. Students explore how energy is transformed, and

learn about electricity, sound, and light. They also learn about the composition of matter and explore

how energy can change phases of matter. Students apply an understanding of force, matter, and

energy when they explore how the Earth’s surface changes. Students continue to develop scientific

skills and processes as they pose questions and predict outcomes, plan and conduct investigations,

collect and analyze data, construct explanations, and communicate information about the natural

world. Mathematics and computational thinking gain importance as students advance in their

scientific thinking. Students continue to use the engineering design process to apply their scientific

knowledge to solve problems.

United States History to 1865

Students will use skills for historical and geographical analysis to explore the early history of the

United States and understand ideas and events that strengthened the union. The standards for this

course relate to the history of the United States from pre-Columbian times until 1865. Students will

continue to learn fundamental concepts in civics, economics, and geography as they study United

States history in chronological sequence and learn about change and continuity in our history. They

also will study documents and speeches that laid the foundation for American ideals and institutions

and will examine the everyday life of people at different times in the country’s history through the use

of primary and secondary sources.

The study of history must emphasize the intellectual skills required for responsible citizenship.

Students will practice these skills as they extend their understanding of the essential knowledge

defined by all of the standards for history and social science.
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Sixth Grade

Middle School Language Arts

Students will participate in small group and classroom discussions. They will express personal

opinions and come to understand not only differing points of view but also the differences between

facts and opinions. Small-group analysis and self-analysis of the effectiveness of communication will

be introduced. When students speak formally and informally in small groups or individual

presentations, they will be expected to use grammatically correct English. In addition, students will

understand the basic elements of media literacy.

Middle School Math

Mathematic standards provide a transition from the emphasis placed on whole number arithmetic in

the elementary grades to foundations of algebra. The standards include a focus on rational numbers

and operations involving rational numbers. Students will use ratios to compare data sets; recognize

decimals, fractions, and percent as ratios; solve single-step and multistep problems, using positive

rational numbers; and gain a foundation in the understanding of and operations with integers.

Students will solve problems involving area and perimeter, and begin to graph in a coordinate plane.

In addition, students will build on the concept of graphical representation of data developed in the

elementary grades and develop concepts regarding measures of center. Students will solve linear

equations and inequalities in one variable, and use algebraic terminology. Students will represent

proportional relationships using two variables as a precursor to the development of the concept of

linear functions.

The use of appropriate technology and the interpretation of the results from applying technology tools

must be an integral part of teaching, learning, and assessment. While learning mathematics, students

will be actively engaged, using concrete materials and appropriate technologies to facilitate problem

solving. However, the use of technology shall not be regarded as a substitute for a student’s

understanding of quantitative and algebraic concepts or for proficiency in basic computations. The

acquisition of specialized mathematical vocabulary and language is crucial to a student’s

understanding and appreciation of the subject and fosters confidence in mathematics communication

and problem solving. Problem solving is integrated throughout the content strands. The development

of problem-solving skills is a major goal of the mathematics program at every grade level. The

development of skills and problem-solving strategies must be integrated early and continuously into

each student’s mathematics education.

Sixth Grade Science

In sixth grade, students are transitioning from elementary to middle school. The science standards

support that transition as students examine more abstract concepts, providing a foundation in the

disciplines of science. They explore the characteristics of their world, from the Earth’s placement in

the solar system to the interactions of water, energy, air, and ecosystems on the Earth. As students

more closely examine the use of resources, they also consider how their actions and choices affect

future habitability of Earth. Students continue to develop scientific skills and processes as they pose

questions and predict outcomes, plan and conduct investigations, collect and analyze data, construct

explanations, and communicate information about the natural world. Mathematics and

computational thinking gain importance as students advance in their scientific thinking. Students

continue to use the engineering design process to apply their scientific knowledge to solve problems.
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Alternatives to Animal Dissection

The King and Queen School Board provides one or more alternatives to animal dissection for students

enrolled in biological sciences classes that incorporate dissection exercises. These alternatives may

include computer programs, Internet simulations, plastic models, videotapes, digital videodiscs, and

charts. The alternative techniques require a comparable amount of time and effort as do the

dissection exercises and provide comparable depth and scope of learning. The alternative techniques

provide the student, through means other than dissection, with knowledge similar to that expected to

be gained by other students in the course who perform, participate in, or observe the dissection.

Testing procedures that do not require the use of dissected specimens are provided for those students

who choose an alternative technique.

Sixth Grade United States History: 1865 to the Present

Students will continue to use skills for historical and geographical analysis as they examine American

history since 1865. The standards for this course relate to the history of the United States from the

Reconstruction era to the present. Students should continue to develop and build upon the

fundamental concepts and skills in civics, economics, and geography within the context of United

States history. Students will use investigation as a foundation to delve into the political, economic,

and social challenges facing the nation once reunited after the Civil War. This foundation provides a

pathway to develop an understanding of how the American experience shaped the world’s political

and economic landscapes.

The study of history must emphasize the historical thinking skills required for geographic analysis,

economic decision making, and responsible citizenship. Students will apply these skills as they extend

their understanding of the essential knowledge defined by all of the standards for history and social

science.

Related Arts

Art, Library Science, Music, and Physical Education are offered at each elementary school to support

students’ unique abilities, talents, and aspirations to meet the challenges of the 21
st

Century.

Art

The Visual Arts Standards of Learning support the following goals for students:

● Demonstrate creative thinking by employing originality, flexibility, fluency, and imagination in

the development of artwork.

● Understand and apply a creative process for developing ideas and artwork.

● Develop critical thinking skills in the analysis, interpretation, and evaluation of the work of

self and others.

● Articulate personal responses to artwork, and recognize the value of learning about diverse

opinions and responses of others.

● Identify and apply collaboration and communication skills for artistic processes and for

working within a creative community.

● Demonstrate understanding of cultural and historical influences of visual arts.

● Nurture a lifelong engagement with the arts as an integral component of communities and

cultures.

● Identify and understand ethical and legal considerations for engaging with and using

resources and source materials.
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● Connect visual arts skills, content, and processes to career options, college opportunities, and

the 21
st

Century workplace.

● Understand and explore the impact of current and emerging technologies on visual arts.

● Cultivate authentic connections between visual arts skills, content, and processes with other

fields of knowledge to develop problem-solving skills.

● Acquire the technical and artistic knowledge and skills necessary for creative, expressive, and

artistic production.

● Demonstrate understanding of elements of art and principles of design and ways they are used

for artistic production and creative expression.

● Select and use art media, subject matter, and symbols for creative expression and

communication.

● Use materials, methods, information, and technology in a safe and healthy manner.

Library Science

Library science is an essential component in supporting each school's instructional program. The

library media center provides a variety of learning and teaching resources supporting academic

standards, information literacy skills and general interest topics for students.

There is a strong relationship between school libraries and academic achievement.

● Students with access to high quality library programs score higher on standardized tests.

● Students with access to libraries with highly trained and certified library media specialists

score higher on standardized tests.

● Schools with higher test scores have library collections reflective of the needs of the

curriculum.

● The quality of the library program is reflected in the role that the library media specialist plays

in the instructional program of the school.

Music

The Music Standards of Learning support the following goals for students:

● Develop understanding of music through experiences in creating, singing, playing

instruments, listening, and moving.

● Think and act creatively to transform ideas and emotions into distinct forms of musical

expression.

● Understand and apply a creative process for developing ideas for creating and performing

music.

● Develop the ability to read and notate music.

● Develop and apply the technical skills necessary to engage deeply with music.

● Develop critical thinking skills through the analysis, interpretation, and evaluation of the work

of self and others.

● Articulate personal responses to musical works, and recognize diverse responses and opinions

of others.

● Identify and apply collaboration and communication skills for creating, developing,

rehearsing, and performing music.

● Demonstrate understanding of cultural and historical influences of music.

● Develop a lifelong community engagement with music as a performer, listener, audience

member, supporter, advocate, and consumer.

● Identify and adhere to ethical and legal standards for the use of intellectual property, and for

the safe and ethical use of materials, equipment, and technologies.

● Connect knowledge, skills, and personal interests in music to college and career opportunities,

and to skills for the 21
st

Century workplace.
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● Understand and explore the impact of current and emerging technologies, tools, and

innovations on music.

● Cultivate authentic connections between music skills, content, and processes with other fields

of knowledge to develop problem-solving skills.

Physical Education

Physical Education is an academic discipline that involves the study of human movement and its

impact on health and quality of life. Physical education and physical activity have short- and

long-term influences on the physical, cognitive, and psychosocial health and development of children

and adolescents. Physical education in schools provides all students access to standards-based

instruction that promotes health literacy, and the motivation to engage in the health-enhancing

physical activity needed to achieve and maintain a balanced, healthy life. Physical education areas of

study include human anatomy, physiology, exercise science, and kinesiology needed to apply

discipline-specific biomechanical concepts critical to the development of physically literate

individuals; psychology and socio-cultural analysis of functional fitness and sport; and other

health-related fields in kinesiology.

The physical education standards are grouped into five overarching content strands: Motor Skill

Development, Anatomical Basis of Movement, Fitness Planning, Social Development, and Energy

Balance. The standards in each strand are sequenced to progress in complexity from grade level to

grade level. Achieving the performance expectations from the previous grade level serves as the

foundation for attaining the benchmarks at the next level. The standards are intended to provide

students with the necessary knowledge, processes, and skills to become physically educated,

physically fit, socially competent, and able to make healthy choices for a lifetime.

The purpose of physical education is to develop physically-literate students – students who acquire

the knowledge, processes, skills, and confidence needed to make healthy decisions and engage in

meaningful physical activity both in the present and for a lifetime. As a result of physical education

instruction, the student will be able to:

● Acquire, apply, and evaluate movement concepts and strategies to respond confidently,

competently, and creatively in a variety of physical activity settings.

● Access, evaluate, and synthesize health-related information to protect, enhance, and advocate

for health, well-being, safety, and participation in physical activity across a lifespan.

● Enjoy and engage in regular movement-based learning experiences, and understand and

appreciate their significance to personal, social, cultural, and environmental health practices

and outcomes.

Family Life Education

The Family Life Education program (FLE) for King and Queen County Schools is provided during the

health and physical education instructional program. It is based on the procedures and guidelines

consistent with the provisions of state regulations and guidelines. The FLE programs shall conform to

School Board-approved objectives. Only School Board-approved instructional materials and media

included in the approved FLE Grade-Level Program is used for FLE instruction. All parents will be

given the option to take advantage of the right to have their child “opt-out” of any or all parts of the

FLE program.
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Special Programs

Gifted Education

Gifted students require a unique and challenging educational program in order to enhance the

continued development of their special abilities. Each school uses a variety of in-class and pullout

programs to deliver gifted education instruction. King and Queen County Public Schools has a local

plan for the education of the gifted. The entire plan is available to all via the King and Queen County

website at www.kqps.net.

As families begin to consider advanced coursework in middle and high school, families and students

should begin discussing academic work ethic and habits that will establish the grades and course

pathway, specifically in mathematics, to be eligible to apply for our advanced opportunities. Many of

these programs and courses require a minimum of a B average to enroll, and some require students to

have completed specific courses in math. Please review the Central High School Program of Studies

(available at www.kqps.net) for program-specific requirements for Governor's School and advanced

coursework options available at CHS.

Referral and Identification Process:

Who may be referred for gifted services? 

Any student in grades K - 12 exhibiting characteristics of giftedness in the areas of general intellectual

aptitude or academics may be referred for screening. Student data including school based data, and

universal screening tools are reviewed regularly. Students may be screened for either the talent pool,

or formal gifted identification in general academic ability or specific academic aptitude.

Who may refer a student for gifted services?

Classroom teachers, parents, and members of the community may refer a student for gifted services.

The person referring the student initiates the referral through the gifted coordinator. Checklists and

inventories are completed by both the family and classroom teachers; these tools, along with ability

and achievement data assist the Gifted Committee's decision-making process.

How are students referred for gifted services?

Students are referred through a universal screening or through the completion of a referral, which

may be initiated through the school counselor or Gifted Coordinator at the student's school. The

completed forms may be returned to the Gifted Coordinator or school counselor at the student's

school. The school counselor and Gifted Coordinator are responsible for collecting all referrals and

gathering all relevant data to include in the student's profile.

Programs for Students with Disabilities

“Special education” means specially designed instruction to meet the unique needs of a child with

a disability. “Specially designed instruction” means adapting, as appropriate to the needs of an

eligible child, the content, methodology or delivery of instruction,

● to address the unique needs of the child that result from the child’s disability; and

● to ensure access to the general curriculum, so that the child can meet the educational

standards that apply to all children within the jurisdiction of the local educational agency.
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Programming for disabled students provides an array of services as determined by the IEP or

Section 504 Plan.

Child Study Committee and Referrals

What should I do if I think my child has a disability or needs special education? 

You, a teacher, another person, or the school-based team (referring source) may request an evaluation

at any time by writing or by speaking to the special education administrator. Although you are not

required to put your request in writing, a written request documents your referral and starts the

timeline. The referring source must explain the reasons that an evaluation is requested and any efforts

that have been made to address the concerns.

What is Child Study?

Child Study shall be used to assist educators in meeting the needs of students in the regular classroom

who have been referred to the principal by parents, self, teachers, other agencies, private/parochial

schools, any interested person/agency or through screening.

How Do You Make A Referral to the Child Study Committee?

Anyone who wishes to make a referral should notify the school counselor. The referring teacher will

complete the Referral to Child Study Form. For non-teacher referrals, the principal will designate who

will complete the form. After the Referral to Child Study form is completed and returned to the school

counselor, a Child Study meeting must be scheduled within 10 administrative working days. Members

of the Child Study Team will be assigned by the school counselor. All Child Study members will be

notified of the date, time, location and any specific information they will need to bring to the meeting

by the principal or designee.

English Learner (EL) Program

The King and Queen County Public School (KQPS) serves culturally and linguistically diverse students

whose native language is not English. The objective of the program is to provide students with the

English and academic skills they need to be successful, active participants in their local community.

The enrollment process includes questions on the registration paperwork that help to determine if

English Language Proficiency screening is applicable and if there is a need for possible English

Learner services.

How will my child be instructed, and what are the EL program goals?

Students receive EL services from the EL teacher who work with your child’s classroom teacher and

EL coordinator to meet their instructional needs, and to ensure success on academic achievement

standards and state graduation requirements. EL teachers and classroom teachers teach English

while also teaching Standards of Learning (SOL) objectives in reading, writing, math, science and

social studies. The amount of EL service time differs depending on the proficiency level of the student

and the student’s academic needs. The goal of the program is to provide instruction so that students

can become fully proficient in English while meeting the same challenging state academic content and

student achievement standards.

How will my child exit the EL program?

Each year, EL students are required to participate in an English language proficiency assessment.

The assessment covers listening, speaking, reading and writing. English language learners no longer
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receive EL services when they reach a proficiency level 4.4 or higher, which is considered “Fully

English Proficient”. “Fully English Proficient” is defined as scoring a 4.4 or above on the composite

score of the spring end of year assessment (ACCESS).

What if my child needs special education, gifted/talented or other related services?

If your child is a student with a disability which requires an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or a

504 Plan, the EL services will be provided together with your child’s existing plan. EL students may

also be eligible to receive services from Gifted and Talented, Title I, and/or other special programs

offered by the school.

What if I do not want my child to receive EL services?

You have the right to decline services for your student in the EL program. You also have the right to

remove him or her from the EL program at any time. If you do not want your student to participate in

the program, you must complete and sign the “Refusal of EL Service Form” which is available at each

school. You must sign and return this form each year you intend on removing your child from EL

services.

Students who are NOT receiving EL services are still required to participate in the annual Language

Proficiency Assessments (ACCESS) required by the state.

Homebound Instruction

Homebound instruction shall be made available to students who are confined at home or in a health

care facility for periods that would prevent normal school attendance based upon certification of need

by a licensed physician or licensed clinical psychologist. For students eligible for special education or

related services, the Individualized Education Program (IEP) committee must revise the IEP, as

appropriate, to direct off-site instruction. Credit for the work shall be awarded when it is done under

the supervision of a teacher licensed by the Board of Education and meets the requirements of 8 VAC

20-131-110.

Homebound instruction is designed to provide continuity of educational services between the

classroom and home or health care facility, for students whose medical needs, both physical and

psychiatric, injury or pregnancy are unable to attend school for a limited period of time. At the time of

the initial request, the student’s Physician or Clinical Psychologist providing certification for

homebound instruction must provide in writing to the King and Queen School Division a completed

Homebound Instruction application. Homebound instructional services are not a guarantee that the

student will progress in the academic program.

Supplementary Programs

Elementary (K-3) Title I Services

KQCPS operates its Title I services as a Targeted Assistance program. A Targeted Assistance school

program:

● Receives Part A funds but is ineligible or has chosen not to operate as Title I school wide

program.

● Uses Title I funds to provide services to students.
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● Uses Title I funds to provide services to a select group of children—those identified as failing,

or most at risk of failing to meet Virginia’s challenging content and student performance

standards.

In targeted assistance programs, Title I, Part A funds are used to provide services to eligible students

identified as having the greatest need for special assistance. Funds are used to support additional

instruction for Title I use only.

Components of the Targeted Assistance Program

● Use program resources to help participating students meet the standards.

● Title One services are a part of the overall school planning process.

● Use intervention methods and instructional strategies that are based on scientifically based

research to meet individual needs.

● On-going progress-monitoring is in place to identify students most at-risk and eligible for

services.

● Notification is mandatory for students to receive Title I services.

In compliance with the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Title I, Part A regulation, a parent has the

right to request information about professional qualifications of their child’s teacher(s). Specifically,

you have the right to request the following information about each of your child’s classroom teachers:

● Whether the teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels

and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction.

● Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status because of

special circumstances.

● Whether the teacher is teaching in the field of discipline of the certification or degree

he/she received.

● Whether paraprofessionals provide services to your child and, if so, their qualifications.

On December 10, 2015, Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015 was signed into law. Section

1112(e)(B)(II) of the law states that any school that receives Title I funds must inform parents if their

child is assigned a teacher for four or more consecutive weeks who does not meet applicable state

certification or licensure requirements at the grade level and subject area in which the teacher has

been assigned.

A written request for this information may be submitted to:

King and Queen County Public Schools

Title 1 Coordinator

P.O. Box 97

King and Queen Courthouse, Virginia 23085

Title I Student Eligibility

Eligible students are most at risk of failing to meet Virginia’s challenging student academic standards

on the basis of multiple, educationally related and objective criteria.
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Supplemental Information

Grading

Grading Scale

King and Queen County Public School students will receive grades on a standard 10-point grading

scale. This scale will be applied for coursework for students in grades 1-6.

A - 90 to 100

B - 80 to 89

C - 70 to 79

D - 60 to 69

F - 59 to 0

Teachers’ Computation of Grades

Children deserve the opportunity to earn a grade that accurately represents their achievement. In

order to assure fairness and consistency in the evaluation and computation of all students’

assessments and performances, the teachers of King and Queen County Schools shall use the same

weighted grading system. Teachers shall compute nine-week, semester, and final grades accordingly:

Nine Week Grades: (Grades 1-6)

Class Participation (Oral and Written) 20%

Tests/Projects 40%

Quizzes 30%

Homework 10%

Grade K - grades are not calculated with percentages, students are evaluated using an alternate

system: (E) Exceeds Standard, (M) Meets standard, (P) Progressing towards standard and (B) Below

standard, (*) Denotes knowledge or skill not tested

Semester Grades:        (Grades K-2) (Grades 3-6)

1
st

nine weeks 50% 50%

2
nd

nine weeks 50% 50%

Report Cards and Interim Reports

Report cards are sent home with students at the end of each nine-week period. Report card release

dates are noted on the Instructional Calendar. Report cards reflect students' attitudes, habits, and

quality of work.

In addition to report cards, students receive interim reports at the midpoint of each nine weeks.

These reports communicate the student’s current academic status, weaknesses, or recent changes,

and offer suggestions for improvement.

Parent Portal

Parents/Guardians may access their student’s grades and assignments anytime during the school year

by visiting the Parent Portal at https://kqps.powerschool.com/public/home.html. Please call the

school registrar at 804-785-6102 if you need assistance accessing the portal.
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Honor Roll and Principal’s List

Each nine weeks, students who earn all A’s and B’s on their report cards will be recognized on the

school honor roll. Students who earn all A’s on their report cards will be recognized on the Principal’s

List.

Homework

Homework is an important part of a complete educational program, as it is a tool to develop

independent thought, self-direction, and good work habits. Moreover, it provides students with

additional time to review knowledge and to practice skills learned in class. By checking or grading

homework, teachers have another method of assessing students’ learning, extending their impact on

student achievement beyond standard school hours.

Guidelines for Homework:

1. Homework should be assigned after the introduction and thorough explanation of the

skills necessary to successfully complete the assignment.

2. Homework should be assigned in such a manner that it will be clearly understood by all

students.

3. Homework should serve a valid purpose and be closely related to classroom activities.

4. A student’s access to resource materials should be considered when making assignments.

5. Homework will be evaluated promptly and returned to the student. Appropriate

recognition should be given to those students who successfully complete assigned work.

Effort and competency should be recognized and rewarded.

6. Teachers should seek to determine the reasons a student regularly fails to complete

assigned work.  Teachers should expect all students to complete their homework.

7. Homework is a means to reinforce learning. Too much or too little homework hinders

learning.

8. Teachers and administrators will communicate with parents regarding the division’s

homework policy and solicit their support.

9. All homework and classroom assignments will be completed on time unless a student is

sick or has an excused absence. Students who are absent will be given the opportunity to

make up missed homework or assignments within a reasonable amount of time to be

determined by the teacher. (See Attendance Policy and Code of Conduct)

10. Teachers will work with students to establish next steps for homework that is not

completed or turned in on time

Parent Conferences

Dates for scheduled parent teacher conferences are found on the annual school calendar sent home at

the beginning of the school year. Parents can request a teacher conference at any time when they are

concerned about their child’s social-emotional or academic progress. Teachers will contact the

parents of all children who are failing or in danger of failing throughout the school year to schedule a

conference. The School Board encourages conferences on a continual basis with parents for the

purpose of understanding and assisting the students. Where problems exist, conferences should be

held as soon as possible.
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Promotion & Retention of Students

Our goal is for all students to be promoted to the next grade level each year. On occasion, however, it

may be beneficial to a student to be retained in their current grade so that they can attain proficiency

prior to moving on to the next grade. The decision to retain a student will only be made after a

pre-referral process has been completed and the Pre-Referral Team’s recommended interventions

have been implemented with the student. Retention decisions will be made on an individual basis

and will be based on what is best for the student.

The retention of a student will not be based solely upon a final grade average. Schools will also use

formative assessment data and SOL test results as part of a multiple set of criteria to guide their

decision-making.

The decision to retain a child will be based upon the following list:

1. Teacher evaluation and judgment

2. Current achievement levels

3. Basic learning skills

4. Grades

5. Attendance records

6. Social maturity

7. Age

Teachers and principals shall involve the parent(s)/guardian(s) in this process and determine the

program that is in the best interest of the child. Students shall not be retained more than once prior to

third grade. When an action is recommended by the Pre-Referral Team, appropriate steps shall be

taken to see that the parent(s)/guardian(s) are informed at all levels of the process.

The promotion and retention information contained in this document is a policy

approved by the King & Queen County School Board.
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Graduation Requirements

It is important for families and students to leave elementary school understanding graduation and

diploma requirements. Students will potentially have the opportunity to earn high school credit as

soon as they transition to the middle school.

The requirements for a student to earn a diploma from a Virginia high school are determined when

that student enters 9
th

grade for the first time. However, students can earn high school credit before

their 9th grade year. Students may be awarded a diploma or a certificate upon graduation from a

Virginia high school. King & Queen County Public Schools has several diploma options and

certificates to meet the needs of students. School counseling offers regular opportunities for students

and parents/guardians to evaluate student progress toward diploma requirements and to make

adjustments in the type of diploma sought when necessary. NOTE: Graduation and course

requirements listed within the Program of Studies are subject to change due to possible modifications

in state requirements.

Diplomas

Advanced Studies Diploma – To earn an Advanced Studies Diploma (26 credits) in King & Queen

County Public Schools, a student must successfully complete the following Standard Units of Credit:

English: 4; History & Social Science: 4; Mathematics: 4; Laboratory Science: 4; Foreign Language: 3;

Health & PE: 2; Fine Arts, or Career and Technical Education: 1; Economics & Personal Finance: 1;

and Electives: 3. Students must earn 5 Verified Credits. Students are also required to take one virtual

course prior to graduation and receive training in CPR, First Aid, and AED.

Standard Diploma – To earn a Standard Diploma (22 credits) in King & Queen County Public

Schools, a student must successfully complete the following Standard Units of Credit: English: 4;

History & Social Science: 3; Mathematics: 3; Laboratory Science: 3; Health & PE: 2; Foreign

Language, Fine Arts, or Career and Technical Education: 2; Economics & Personal Finance: 1, and

Electives: 4 (including 2 sequential electives). Students must earn 5 Verified Credits. Students are also

required to take one virtual course prior to graduation, earn a Board-approved CTE credential, and

receive training in CPR, First Aid, and AED.

Applied Studies Diploma – In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of Quality, a

student with a disability who completes the requirements of their Individualized Education Plan and

does not meet the requirements for other diplomas shall be awarded an Applied Studies Diploma.
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Diploma Chart
ADVANCED STUDIES, STANDARD & APPLIED STUDIES DIPLOMAS

(Students entering 9th grade in 2018-2019 and beyond)

See key to chart notations under Clarifications & Explanations on page 8.
26 Credits/Advanced Studies Diploma Standard Credits Verified Credits

English 4 2

History/Social Science 4 1

Mathematics 4 1

Science 4 1

Health & Physical Education 2

Foreign Language 3

Economics & Personal Finance 1

Fine Arts or Career/Technical Education 1

Electives 3

Students are also required to complete one virtual course and

receive CPR, First Aid, and AED training.

22 Credits/Standard Diploma Standard Credits Verified Credits

(Students entering 9th grade in 2018-2019 and beyond)

English 4 2

History/Social Science 3 1

Mathematics 3 1

Science 3 1

Health & Physical Education 2

Foreign Language -

Economics & Personal Finance 1

Fine Arts or Career/Technical Education 2

Electives 4

Students are also required to complete one virtual course, achieve one CTE credential,

and receive CPR, First Aid, and AED training.

Applied Studies Diploma – In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of Quality, a student with
disabilities who completes the requirements of his or her Individualized Education Plan and does not meet the
requirements for other diplomas shall be awarded an Applied Studies Diploma.

Certificate of Program Completion – A Certificate of Program Completion is awarded to any student who does
not earn the required number of standard and verified credits for any diploma but who meets all other
graduation requirements.
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Clarifications & Explanations

A. History & Social Science: For the Advanced Studies Diploma, credits must include:

Virginia & U.S. History, Virginia & U.S. Government, and two (2) courses in World History &

Geography. For the Standard Diploma, credits must include: Virginia & U.S. History, Virginia

& U.S. Government, and one (1) course in World History & Geography.

B. Mathematics: For the Advanced Studies Diploma, credits must include at least four (4)

different course selections from the following options: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, or

other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra II. For the Standard Diploma, credits

must include: at least three (3) credits at or above the level of Algebra I and shall include at

least two (2) different course selections from Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra Functions and Data

Analysis (AFDA), Algebra II, or other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra II.

C. Science: For the Advanced Studies Diploma, credits must include at least four (4) courses

from at least three (3) different science disciplines: Environmental Science, Biology,

Chemistry, or Physics. For the Standard Diploma, credits must include at least three (3)

courses from at least two (2) different science disciplines: Environmental Science, Biology,

Chemistry, or Physics.

D. Foreign Language: For the Advanced Studies Diploma, credits must include three (3)

years of one foreign language or two (2) years each of two foreign languages.

E. Foreign Language, Fine Arts, or Career/Technical Education: One of the two (2)

credits must be in Fine Arts or in Career & Technical Education (CTE).

F. Electives: For the Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies Diploma, credits must

include two (2) sequential electives. Sequential electives are defined as any series of

courses (e.g., Art I & Art II) in which the content increases or expands in scope as students

move through the various levels of the courses. Sequential electives are not required to be

taken in consecutive years. Courses that fulfill another specific graduation requirement or

courses that are substituted for a particular graduation requirement may not be used as part of

the sequential elective requirement. Sequential electives are noted within the Course Offerings

section of this document. Electives must be approved by the counselor and must be in

accordance with the educational career plan of the student.

G. Virtual Course: To graduate with an Advanced Studies or Standard Diploma, students

must successfully complete one virtual course, which may be non-credit bearing. This

requirement can be satisfied by taking the Economics and Personal Finance course.

H. Career and Technical Education Credential: To graduate with a Standard Diploma,

students must earn a career and technical education credential approved by the Board of

Education.

I. Additional Information: For more information on high school graduation requirements in

the Commonwealth of Virginia, visit the Graduation Requirements page on the Virginia

Department of Education’s website at

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/index.shtml.
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Diploma Recognitions

The Standards for Accrediting Schools in Virginia, adopted by the Virginia Board of Education,

establish high school graduation requirements and certain diploma seal recognitions.

● State Board of Education Seal – Students who earn the Standard Diploma with an

average grade of “A” or a 3.5 GPA will receive the State Board of Education Seal.

● Governor’s Seal – The Governor's Seal is awarded to students who complete the

requirements for an Advanced Studies Diploma with an average grade of "B" or better, and

successfully complete college-level coursework that will earn the student college credits in

Advanced Placement (AP), or dual enrollment courses.

● State Board of Education Career & Technical Education Seal – Students who earn

the Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma and complete a prescribed sequence of courses in a

career/technical education concentration and maintain a “B” average in those courses or pass

a certification examination or acquire a professional license will receive the State Board of

Education Career & Technical Education Seal.

● State Board of Education Seal of Advanced Mathematics & Technology – Students

who earn the Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma and satisfy all of the mathematics

requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma and maintain a “B” average in those courses

and either pass a certification examination from a recognized industry, trade or professional

organization or acquire a professional license in a career/technical area or pass an exam

approved by the Board that confers college-level credit in a technology or computer science

area will receive the State Board of Education Seal of Advanced Mathematics & Technology.

● State Board of Education Seal for Excellence in Civics Education – Students who

earn the Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma and complete Virginia and U.S. History and

Virginia and U.S. Government with a grade of “B” or higher and complete 50 hours of

voluntary participation in community service or extracurricular and have good attendance

with no disciplinary infractions as determined by the local school board receive the State

Board of Education Seal for Excellence in Civics Education.

High School Credit-Bearing Course Taken in Middle School

For any high school credit-bearing course taken in middle school, parents may request that grades be

omitted from the student’s transcript and the student not earn high school credit for the course. The

deadline for making such a request is before the first day of instruction of the following school year.
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Citizenship

Citizenship is one of the competencies of the Profile of a Virginia Graduate, and is the quality of a

student’s response to membership in the school community.

Before graduation, schools are required to ensure that students develop the following competencies

known as the Five C’s:

The KQPS character education program is closely aligned with citizenship, and is more than just not

breaking school rules. Learners grow as citizens when they:

○ Demonstrate respect, trustworthiness, respectfulness, fairness, responsibility, and caring

○ Appreciate democratic values and institutions

○ Strive to understand the past, participate in the present, and care about the future

○ Recognize diversity as a strength

○ Act as a steward of self, community and the world

Character education is built on respect, and integrated into the K-12 instructional program, school

procedures, and school environment. The goal of the program is to join with parents in helping

students develop responsible attitudes and behaviors in an effort to prepare them for work and

further education. It is just as important to teach and evaluate citizenship, as it is to teach and

evaluate academic content.

As part of the program, teachers are required to discuss the following citizenship standards with their

students:

● Attend class regularly except for excused absences.

● Arrive to class on time.

● Come to class with necessary materials.

● Complete homework assignments.

● Meet deadlines.

● Do your own work when independent work is required.

● Participate in class activities and discussions.

● Exercise reasonable care of school property.
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● Show respect for others.

● Exercise good conduct.

Elementary school students will receive a quarterly citizenship evaluation based on the citizenship

displayed at school. Comments that support the citizenship evaluation may also be included on the

school report card. In addition, schools are encouraged to recognize good citizenship during the

school year.

Secondary school students do not receive an official evaluation on citizenship; however, teachers may

include comments relating to citizenship on the report card, and recognize good citizenship during

the school year.

Library Media Centers

The school library and media center is an integral part of the instructional program. Books,

periodicals, reference materials, and instructional technology equipment housed in these centers

support and enrich the curriculum and help students develop independence in learning as well as a

desire for continuing education. These materials are especially chosen to enable students to complete

assignments and pursue research in a number of disciplines. Materials may be checked out with the

exception of reference materials. Students will be charged a late fee for all library books and materials

that are not returned on time. If library books or materials are not returned by the end of the school

year, parents will be sent an invoice to cover the cost of replacing the library books or materials.

Library Books

Library books are checked out for two weeks or ten scheduled school days. They may be renewed by

the patron either by bringing the book, or by simply stopping by the library and requesting a renewal.

(Items requested and reserved by the other patrons may not be renewed.) Notices go out on the day a

book is due and are sent to the classroom teacher for distribution. Fines start accruing on the third

day after the book is due, not to exceed two dollars per item. If a book is lost or damaged, students

will be responsible for paying for it in order to purchase a replacement. Once an item is overdue

another item may not be checked out unless it is needed for a graded assignment. This must be

verified by the assigning teacher.

School Counseling Services

King and Queen County Public Schools Elementary School Counseling Department seeks to help all

students succeed. All students are encouraged to develop competencies in the academic,

personal/social, and career development domains in a safe, equitable and accessible learning

environment. Proficiency in all of these domains is viewed as necessary in order for students to be

successful and reach their maximum potential in our complex and ever-evolving world.

School Counselors hold a Master of Education degree in school counseling and are licensed through

the Virginia Department of Education. The school counselors belong to school counseling

associations and participate in professional development each year.

Professional school counseling services are available in both elementary schools. The elementary

counseling program is considered an integral part of the child's total educational process. The
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program focuses on the developmental needs of students and is preventive as well as remedial in

nature. Emphasis is placed on being proactive and addressing any student needs as soon as they

arise.

The goal of the elementary counseling program is to increase the opportunities for students to acquire

the knowledge and skills essential for academic competency and responsible social behavior both

within and outside the school environment. Elementary counseling services will adequately prepare

students to enter middle/high school both academically and socially. Objectives are set forth in the

academic development, social/emotional, and career development domains as defined in the

Standards for School Counseling Programs in Virginia Public Schools and the American School

Counseling Association (ASCA) National Model.

Professional School Counselors deliver a core counseling program through developmentally

appropriate classroom lessons that include character education, academic skills, social/emotional

learning, and career readiness skills. They also provide short-term direct counseling services to

students in both individual and small group settings on various developmental issues or concerns

throughout the school year. Counselors will communicate with families according to individual

student needs. Counselors collaborate closely with teachers and other educational staff, families, and

community agencies in order to meet the diverse needs of all learners.

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

SEL generally refers to the skills and knowledge that students need to communicate effectively,

interact with peers, resolve conflicts, and manage their emotional responses to stressful situations.

Developing social-emotional and academic skills is the responsibility of the whole school community.

Professional learning activities, direct instruction, student experiences, family engagement,

administrative leadership, and day-to-day operations provide students with the opportunity and

support to develop these competencies. The Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional

Learning (Link: CASEL) provides multiple resources for integrating social-emotional learning into the

school curriculum and day-to-day operations.

Field Trips

The King and Queen County School Board believes that field trips can provide excellent educational

experiences for students by enriching the curriculum and by making learning experiences of the

classroom more authentic and meaningful.

To be educationally beneficial, a field trip requires thoughtful selection, careful advanced preparation

of the class, and opportunities for pupils to assimilate the experience during and following the trip. To

this end, teachers and principals will be expected to consider the following factors in the selection of

field trips:

● value of the activity to the particular class

● relationship of the field trip activity to a particular aspect of the curriculum

● suitable distance traveled in relation to the age level

● availability of transportation

● time away from the regular instructional program

Student safety, accountability, and supervision are of utmost importance during the field trip.

Teachers, coaches, and staff members may change schedules, limit the participation of individual
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students, or take other appropriate actions to preserve the safety and well-being of all concerned, to

maintain order and discipline, and to achieve the purposes of the trip. At the conclusion of the field

trip and upon return to the school, student disciplinary action may then be initiated, if appropriate, as

provided for by the Student Code of Conduct.

Extra-Curricular Activities

Extra-curricular activities enrich the regular school curriculum.  Student activities are voluntary and

do not carry credit towards graduation.  Clubs and organizations are developed according to the needs

and interests of students.   All extracurricular activities are designed to promote character-building

qualities of participation and leadership.  Students are not permitted to participate in organizations

and engage in related activities to the detriment of their classroom work.  All student organizations

and activities are under the supervision of the school principal or his/her designee.  The school

principal appoints members of the faculty to serve as sponsors for each activity.  The faculty sponsor

is responsible for the guidance and general supervision of the activity and ensures that all activities

conform to school policies and regulations.

The activities of each organization must be approved by the school principal.  All school rules and

regulations are in effect during extracurricular activities, whether held at school or away from school.

Written parental permission is required for students to participate in activities away from school.

Fire Drills and Emergency Evacuation

Fire and emergency evacuation drills are held periodically throughout the school year.  When the

emergency signal (a buzzer or series of short, repeated bells) is given, students should exit the

building quietly and remain in the predetermined location for further instructions.  Emergency exit

routes and directions are posted on classroom bulletin boards and other conspicuous locations.  Each

teacher will review the drill and predetermined locations with the students.

Student Records

The protection and confidentiality of all student records and information is the responsibility of all

King and Queen County School administrators, teachers, staff, and employees. In accordance with

local, state, and federal policies on the release of student records, the Freedom of Information Act,

and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, no personal or confidential information

concerning students will be released without written consent of a parent or guardian.

Students’ academic achievements, honors, awards, athletic, and extracurricular recognition may be

published unless a parent specifically requests otherwise. Parents are to notify the school principal in

writing if they do not want their child’s achievements to be published during the school year.

Health Services

Student Health Services and Requirements

A qualified registered nurse or licensed practical nurse is employed at each school in King and Queen

County to assist students with health-related problems.  They can be found in the school clinic.  King

and Queen County Public Schools complies with the Code of Virginia requirements in all matters

relating to student health, physical examinations, and immunizations.
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Immunization Requirements

King and Queen County Public Schools shall comply with the Code of Virginia requirements for

student immunizations. According to the Code of Virginia Section 22.1-271.2, no student shall be

admitted by a school unless at the time of admission the student or his parent/guardian submits

documentary proof of immunizations to the admitting official of the school or unless the student is

exempt from immunization pursuant to Subsection C of the Code.

Effective July 1, 2021, state law now requires all students entering Kindergarten, 7
th

grade, and 12
th

grade, have proof of Hepatitis A vaccines, Tdap booster, and Meningococcal vaccines (MenACWY).

The human papillomavirus vaccine (HPV) is also outlined as ‘required’ by the state of Virginia but

remains optional at this time for Virginia when enrolling into Virginia public schools. The graph

below outlines the new requirements.

*ALL 7
th

grade students moving forward who have been enrolled before July 1, 2021 will only require

one (1) dose of the Meningococcal vaccine (MenACWY) before entering 12
th

grade.

● DTP – a minimum of three doses are required. One dose must be administered after the age

of four. Please note the additional dose required for sixth grade students. In 2006, the

Virginia Assembly passed a law requiring all sixth-grade students to receive a tetanus,

diphtheria, and pertussis (Tdap) booster if at least five years have passed since the last shot.

● OPV or IPV – A minimum of three doses are required. One dose must be administered after

the age of four. However, if four doses were given before the age of four, the child does not

need any more to enter school.

● MMR – This immunization is usually given on or after the child’s first birthday. A second

dose is required before admission to kindergarten.

● Hepatitis B – A complete series of 3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine is required for all children.

However, the FDA has approved a 2-dose schedule ONLY for adolescents 11-15 years of age

AND only when the Merck Brand (RECOMBIVAX HB) Adult Formulation

Hepatitis B Vaccine is used. If the 2-dose schedule is used for adolescents 11-15 years of

age it must be clearly documented on the school form.

● Varicella (Chickenpox) – All susceptible children born on and after January 1, 1997 shall be

required to have one dose of chickenpox vaccine administered at age 12 months or older.

IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENT

Hepatitis A (HAV) Vaccine

Two (2) dose series

Two (2) properly spaced doses of Hepatitis A vaccine

before entering Kindergarten.

Tetanus, Diphtheria, & Pertussis Vaccine

(Tdap)

One (1) dose series

One (1) dose of the Tdap vaccine administered prior to 7
th

grade entry. (effective July 1, 2019)

Meningococcal ACWY (MenACWY) Vaccine

Two (2) dose series

The FIRST dose shall be administered prior to 7
th

grade

entry and the SECOND dose is to be administered prior to

12
th

grade entry.
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Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccine

Two (2) or Three (3) dose series depending on

age of the first dose

This vaccine is still optional for school enrollment

although it’s listed as ‘required’, but should be researched

before opting out due to low participation.

Notice of Student Screenings

All kindergarten through third grade students enrolling in a Virginia public school for the first time

must be screened by school health personnel within sixty business days of enrollment in the areas of

speech, voice, language, fine and gross motor functions, hearing, and vision.  Students in grades four

through twelve entering Virginia schools for the first time must be screened for hearing and vision

within sixty business days of entering school.  Students in grades three, seven, and ten must have

hearing, vision, and speech screened during the school year.  All kindergarten students, who have not

had vision or hearing screenings, as part of their physical examination, will be screened at school. All

kindergarten through tenth grade students will have their heights and weights measured.

Students in grades five through ten will be screened for scoliosis (curvature of the spine) two times

within a six year period. Students entering the school division for the first time during the tenth grade

will only be screened once.  Parental information regarding scoliosis will be provided to parents of

students in grades five through ten who are not screened.  Parents who do not want their child to be

screened will receive a form to exclude their child from this screening. Parents will be notified if their

child fails any screening. Students who fail any screening may be re-screened.

Illness
If a student has an accident or becomes ill during the school day, parents will be notified immediately.

In case of emergencies, the school nurse will provide emergency care until the student can be

transported to a hospital.  Students with infectious or contagious conditions and students believed to

have conjunctivitis (pink eye), impetigo (staph or strep skin infection), head lice, body lice, or

ringworm (fungal skin infection) may be sent home. They will be asked to remain at home and will be

required to bring a doctor’s note when returning to school.  Parents should keep their child at home if

any of the following are present:  fever greater than 100° or more, vomiting, repeated diarrhea,

inflamed or draining eyes or ears, persistent cough/sore throat, or skin eruptions and/or draining

sores. Working together, the spread of illness can be minimized.  It is important that the school

nurse be made aware of current telephone numbers, emergency contacts, and changes

in health status, student allergies, and student medications.  Please be sure to complete

and sign the emergency card provided at the beginning of the school year.

Head Lice

Consistent with Virginia Health Code 22.1-272, students identified with head lice will not be allowed

to remain at school and will not be readmitted to school until they have been treated and are free of all

evidence of head lice and nits, as determined by the school nurse.

Medication

If a student must have medication administered during the school day, the medication must

be kept in the clinic. There are certain medications that may require the student to carry his or her

own medication for self-administration. Here are some medical conditions to be included to the

exception: asthma, diabetes, severe anaphylactic reactions. This is a case by case scenario and should

be reviewed with school administration and the designated school nurse.  All medication, prescription

(pharmacy bottle with up to date label) and non-prescription must come in the original container,
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unopened with an intact seal (non-prescription). There will be NO sharing of medication among

siblings, relatives, or friends. Each individual student must have their OWN medication assigned to

them.  Medication must be brought to the school by the parent/guardian or designee.  Students are

not permitted to bring medications to school.  The prescription medication will only be administered

as prescribed by the ordering physician. Non-prescription medication will only be administered as

outlined by the parent (physician if needed) listed on the consent form. Non-prescription medication

cannot be administered for more than three (3) consecutive days or more than three (3) doses within

a month's time without a physician order. Medication administration forms must be completed for

each student by the parent or guardian and physician (if applicable) for ALL medication

administration. These forms can be obtained from the school clinic or health tab located on the KQPS

website.  The above procedures are designed to help ensure that students safely receive the

appropriate medication.

School Closing Due to Inclement Weather or Emergency

Announcements concerning the closing or delay of school opening due to weather conditions are

made as early as possible in the morning after it has been determined that road conditions are unsafe.

Announcements concerning early dismissal due to inclement weather are communicated as quickly as

possible.Whenever possible, depending on weather conditions and the status of county roads, a

decision will be made and announced the night before. In any case, a decision will be made and

announced by 6:00 a.m. if at all possible. Changing weather conditions may dictate a change in the

original decision. Therefore, it should be emphasized to school personnel that they should continue to

listen to the radio and/or television stations in case changes are made in the first announcement.

Announcements are made in priority order:

(1) On all school division recorded telephone messages

(2) All local radio & television stations (WTVR-6;WRIC-8;WWBT-12; WRAR 105.5 and River

Country 107.5)

(3) King and Queen County Public Schools website

(4) King and Queen County Public Schools social media pages

School personnel, students, and families should be aware that some stations do not immediately air

school delays, closures, and early dismissals; therefore, the announcements may be delayed on some

stations. When weather conditions are uncertain, students and personnel should answer calls from

the school, listen to local radio & television stations which do make early announcements, and check

the King and Queen County website and social media pages.
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