
ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Arkansas Statue 80-1502, Section 1, states: Students between the ages of 5 and 21, both inclusive, (until 

the 21st birthday is reached), who have not been officially excluded from school and must be in 

attendance as mandated by law. 

1. When a student has six (6) absences in any semester from school, the  principal will notify the 

parent/guardian to remind them of the school   attendance policy and state laws. 
2. When a student has eight (8) absences in any semester, the proper  authorities will be notified. The 

parent/guardian shall be subject to a civil penalty as prescribed by the courts. At this time a FINS (Family 

in Need of Services) petition may be filed with the Clay County Juvenile Office and a report may be made 

to the Arkansas Child Abuse Hotline for educational neglect. 
3. A student must attend school 90% of the year to receive credit. Eight   (8) or more days absent 

in a semester will contribute to the decision   to retain a student. 
4. After fifteen (15) days of absence a student will be retained. Any   exceptions will be made 

at the discretion of the administration. 
5. After ten (10) tardies, early checkout, or combination there of in a   semester, a FINS (Family in 

Need of Services) petition may be filed with the Clay County Juvenile Office and a report may be made to 

the  Arkansas Child Abuse Hotline for educational neglect. 

When a student is out sick for more than three (3) consecutive days a note from a doctor is requested. The 

note must specify if/when the student may return to school. 

EXCUSED ABSENCES 

1. Illness with a doctor’s note. 
2. Serious illness or death of an immediate family member (parent,   grandparent, sibling). 
3. Court summons/subpoena. 
4. Medical appointments and reasonable travel time. Please make   appointments after 

school whenever possible. 
5. Student time out-of-school not covered above must be evaluated by   the principal for an 

excused or possible unexcused absence before   the absence. 

 


