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Worship Services: 
Sunday – 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

Monday – 7:00 PM 
 

Gathering Time Between Services 
 

Bible Study: Sunday – 9:15 AM 
 

 Pastor Gary Bender  
gbender@faithbaycity.org 

 

 



Welcome & Announcements 

 Provided in our pews for your convenience are: 

    LSB – Our hymnal titled Lutheran Service Book; hymn numbers listed below. 

  PB – Our Pew Bible; page numbers of each reading are listed below. 

 

Opening Hymn  “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”  LSB 480 
 

Invocation, Confession and Absolution             LSB p. 151 
 

Kyrie                  LSB p. 152-153 
 

Prayer of the Day   LSB p. 156 
 

The First Reading Acts 5:12-32   PB 913  
 

The Second Reading       Revelation 1:4-18               PB 1028 
 

Alleluia                          LSB p. 156 
 

Gospel Reading John 20:19-31  PB 906  
 

Sermon Hymn “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” LSB 720 
 

Message     “I Just Can’t Believe It!”                  Rev. John Weldon 
 

Staff Recognition 
 

Nicene Creed (Found inside the back cover of the hymnal or on the screens ) 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament  LSB p. 160-163 
 

Distribution Our Communion Statement is found inside the back cover of the hymnal 

LSB 470 O Sons and Daughters of the King 
 

Post-Communion Hymn  “Thank the Lord”          LSB p.164 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Benediction               LSB p. 151 

Closing Hymn        “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”          LSB p 474 v. 1-3 

10:30 Worship Songs  - All Creatures of Our God & King, No Longer Slaves, Jesus Paid It 

All, Living Hope, Glorious Day 



The First Reading        Acts 5:12-32 

12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the 

apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, 

but the people held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, 

multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and 

laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of 

them. 16 The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those 

afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. 17 But the high priest rose up, and all who 

were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the 

apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the 

prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the 

people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak 

and began to teach. Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called 

together the council, all the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them 

brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find them in the prison, so they returned and 

reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when 

we opened them we found no one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief 

priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would 

come to. 25 And someone came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are 

standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain with the officers went and 

brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people. 27 And when 

they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned 

them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled 

Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and 

the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised 

Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader 

and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these 

things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

The Second Reading       Revelation 1:4-18 

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was 

and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus 

Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who 

loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God 

and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with the 

clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will 

wail[a] on account of him. Even so. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who 

is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 9 I, John, your brother and partner in the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1%3A4-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30689a


tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called 

Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's 

day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you see in a book and 

send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to 

Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to 

me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a 

son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his 

head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were like 

burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right 

hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the 

sun shining in full strength.17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right 

hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I 

am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 

Gospel Reading       John 20:19-31 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples 

were for fear of the Jews,[a] Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 

you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 

when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 

me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the 

Twin,[b] was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails and place my finger into 

the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26 Eight days later, his 

disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, 

but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 

book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-31&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26875a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-31&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26880b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20&version=ESV


 

The Week Ahead 
Sun 4/24 8:00 AM 

Worship with 
Communion 

 

9:15 AM 
Bible Study & 
Staff Appreciation 
Coffee Hour 

10:30 AM 

Worship with 
Communion & 
Children’s Choir 
Sings & Staff 
Appreciation 

 2:00 PM 
Public Review of 
Faith-Confirmands  

Mon 4/25 7:00 PM 
Worship with 
Communion 

Tues 4/26 6:00 PM 
Stewardship & 
Board of Ed Mtgs 

  6:30 PM Elder Meeting 

Wed 4/27 9:00 AM Zoom Bible Study 

Thurs 4/28 10:00 AM 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

  6:00 PM 
Confirmation 
Pictures & 
Rehearsal 

  6:30 PM 
Music Director 
Meeting 

Fri 4/29   

Sat 4/30 10:00 AM Hour of Prayer 

Sun 5/1 8:00 AM Worship 

  9:15 AM Bible Study 

  10:30 AM 
Worship & 
Confirmation 

 

Communion at the Rail: With the current 
guidelines concerning the pandemic, the Elders 
have decided to return to Communing at the 
prayer rail during the 8:00 AM service. We will 
begin this procedure during Holy Week (Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Easter). This will 
not affect the 10:30 AM service as that has 
traditionally been walk-through Communion. Stay 
tune for more details 
 
 

 

The flowers on the altar are placed by Terri & 
Anne Holm celebrating 50 years of being together 
bonded by God.  
 

Staff Recognition 
Laurie Habedank - 55 years 
Cathy Grueber - 25 years 
Patricia Schlicker - 10 years 
Allen Blake - 5 years 
Jason Harris - 5 years 
Katie Hutter - 5 years 
Wendy LaClair - 5 years 
Andrea McDonald - 5 years  
 

LCMS Years of Service Recognition 
Andrea McDonald – 15 years 
Lindsay Mueller – 15 years 
Roxanne Schmerheim – 25 years 
 
Visitors - We are happy you are joining us 
today at Faith Lutheran for worship.  If you 
would like more information about our Church or 
School, please call 684-3430 or visit 
faithbaycity.org. Please let us know if we may help 
you in any way.   
 

If you would like to contribute to our ministry at 
Faith, a collection box is in the church aisle or you 
may donate online by scanning the QR code.  
 

                           
 
Public Review of Faith: Our 8th grade 
Confirmation class will give a public review of their 
faith Sunday April 24th at 2 PM at church. 
Everyone is welcome to attend and share this 
special event with them.  
 

Women’s Bible study group will meet again on 
Thursday, April 28th at 10am at church. We will 
begin on page 171 in our guide.  All ladies are 
welcome. 
 

Vacation Bible School is coming July 18th – 
21st. We are also looking for volunteers-Sign up 
at faithbaycity.org or Facebook: Faith Lutheran 
Church, Bay City.  
 
 



  

  April 24th May 1st 

  8:00 AM 10:30 AM 8:00 AM 10:30 AM 

Elder Jack Kidwell & Noah Trombley Eric Smith & Jim Schumacher 

Ushers 

Ron Cunningham 

Dale Weitzel 

Bret Lewless 

Bob Rau 

Rande LaPrairie 

Larry DeSloover 

Terri DeSloover 

Brent Gettel 

Paul Gaiser 

 Tom Mueller 

Dick Evans 

Jim Behmlander 

Bob Sheerer 

Jim Schumacher 

Allen Blake 

Mark Townsend 

George Klepser 

Dave McDonald 

Greeters 
Terry & Mary 

Townsend 

George & Mary 

Klepser 
Bob & Pat Rau Arlene Lambert 

Readers 
Sophia Thornton 

John Kowalczyk 

Blythe Schisler 

Claire Rosecrans 
Melissa Smith Kathy Kube Kathy Kube 

Altar Guild Lynn Kidwell  Sandy Jozwiak 

Organist Laurie Habedank Laurie Habedank 

Acolytes Max Katenhus    

Cleaners Patricia Schlicker & Krista Flory Gordon & Eileen Lange 

 

 

As part of Faith's Mission statement to "Reach 
In, Reach Out, Reach All” we are starting our 
Faith Community Outreach again to spotlight 
various groups in our Community/World. If you 
have an organization you would like to "Spotlight", 
please let Terri Gaiser, Jeanne Roscoe, or Karrie 
Gatza know. These collections are totally optional! 

• April/May - Faith School Children & 
Church are collecting Layette items. Feel 
free to put items in the Pack-n-Play in  the 
Church hallway or the OGT Barrel outside 
the office.  

• June/July - School Supplies  

• Aug/Sep - Coats for Kids 

Toni and Trish House in Auburn is looking for 
volunteers for a few hours a week or every other 
week. Needs include; extra set of hands for staff 
when repositioning and changing guest, serving 
food, and sitting with guest, tidying up the house. 
Please call us at 989-662-6400 or trishhouse@ 
gmail.com.  

 

 

Festival Ascension Eve Divine Service-
Wednesday May 25th at 7 P.M. Grace Lutheran 
Church in Auburn will be hosting. Anyone who 
would like to participate in the mass choir, 
please contact Nathan Beeth at 
kantor.graceauburn@gmail.com. We hope you 
join us!  
 

Benefit Concert for The Toni and Trish House 
- The Men of Music, along with Harmony 
Diversity Choir will present a concert on 
Tuesday, May 3, at 7pm at the Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, 3010 Ashman Street, 
Midland. 
 

mailto:kantor.graceauburn@gmail.com

