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Teachers and staff at Attica Elementary 
School have been using a portion of the 
federal grant funding awarded to the 
district in 2019 to overhaul afterschool 
programs for our younger students. 

The U.S. Department of Education 
awarded the $2.8 million School Climate 
Grant to help the district implement 
a “Whole School, Whole Community, 
Whole Child” approach as a means 
of increasing student engagement, 
enhancing out-of-school supports and 
activities and reducing drug and alcohol 
use among students.

The extra funding has allowed teachers 
and staff at Prospect Elementary to 
launch a variety of afterschool clubs and 
programs to bring new experiences and 
learning opportunities to our youngest 
students. 

Sarah Stenson, a math teacher at Attica 
Elementary who also coordinates its 
afterschool programs, said helping 
students come to see school as a safe, 

supportive environment, promoting a 
love of learning, fostering feelings of 
self-worth and empathy in students and 
giving them another reason to look 
forward to coming to school were all 
goals in expanding Prospect Elementary’s 
afterschool offerings. 

“We wanted to give the opportunity for 
new friendships and varied activities. The 
different activities provide socialization 
experiences, teamwork, problem-solving, 
and sportsmanship,” Stenson said. “It 
is also a benefit for the teachers. As a 
teacher, it is a delight to share the joy of 
a new adventure with students that you 
normally may not have the opportunity to 
work with.”

One new afterschool offering made 
possible by the grant funding is the 
Elementary School Drama Club, which 
operated in November and December 
2022.

Katrina George, a teacher assistant in the 
elementary school, served as club advisor 
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Scan the QR code 
using the camera 
app on your 
smartphone to see 
our Elementary 
School Drama 
Club’s first ever 
performance of  
“When Santa Lost 
His Ho Ho Ho.”



along with fellow TAs Laura Williams, 
Kamie Clark and Kathleen Trzecieski.

“The kids weren’t necessarily asking 
for it, but some of them were aware 
that it is something offered in the later 
years of middle school and high school 
due to having older siblings,” George 
explained. “We opened up the club to 
third and fourth graders not knowing 
what kind of a response we would get. 
We ended up with 30 kids signed up, 
which was the maximum number of kids 
we thought we’d be able to take, so that 
was really exciting.”

Club members met Tuesdays and 
Thursdays after school to run lines, work 
on blocking and create costumes and 
props for their production of “When 
Santa Lost His Ho Ho Ho,” a one-act 
play by Alexi Alfieri that finds the Big 
Guy unable to muster a single jolly “Ho, 
ho, ho!” the day before Christmas! 

Club members’ hard work culminated 
in December with two performances 
- one for their peers and one for their 
parents and family members. 

“They seem to be having a blast so 
far - some parts of the play are pretty 
funny and they’re really getting a 
kick out of it,” said George prior to 
the December performances. “I hear 
them in the hallway throughout the 
day sharing things with each other that 
they experienced together in the club 
and hyping it up to their classmates 
who are not involved this time… The 
kids absolutely loved it and have 
asked to do another so we hope to 

make it an annual club with at least one 
performance per year in the future.”

Another club supported by the grant 
funding, the Kind Cards for Kids Club, 
was founded by kindergarten teacher 
Audra McDonald back in 2019 to create 
cards bearing positive messages for 
hospitalized children across the country. 

“The students begin each session with 
a read-aloud supporting the concepts 
of empathy, kindness and caring. Next, 
they use a variety of materials to create 
cards for a hospitalized child,” Stenson 
explained. “The students share uplifting 
messages such as ‘Stay strong,’ ‘You are 
awesome,’ ‘Never forget how amazing 
you are,’ ‘Be brave,’ ‘I believe in you,’ 
and ‘You shine brighter than the sun!’ 
This gives the students a hands-on 
approach to building empathy, giving 
back to their community and making 
a difference in the lives of hospitalized 
children.”

“This year, we had 88 kindergarten, first 
and second grade students participate 
in Kind Cards for Kids Club,” added 
Interim Elementary School Principal 
Sherry Bennett. “This idea has really 
taken off and it;s amazing to see 
so many students participating and 
learning about such important social-
emotional topics.”

So far this school year, nearly half of all 
Attica Elementary students - 45 percent 
- have participated in at least one club.

Other afterschool offerings at the 
elementary school so far this school 
year include baseball club, Play-Doh 
club, board game club, basketball club 
and softball club. This spring, there are 
plans to launch a cheerleading club as 
well as a STEM club, said Bennett. 

“These expanded afterschool offerings 
wouldn’t be possible without the staff,” 
said Bennett. “They have dedicated 
so much of their time to making these 
programs inviting, meaningful, safe 
and fun. It takes a little more planning 
and preparation to plan clubs at the 
elementary school - keeping track 
of numbers, making sure there is 
an appropriate staff to student ratio, 
planning activities and arranging 
student pick up - but everyone here at 
the Elementary School has embraced 
this opportunity and it has taken off 
running!”
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We had a few hopes when we 
launched our first ever Winter 
Recess Countdown on our website 
and social media platforms this 
past December. First, we wanted to 
get our students excited about the 
coming holidays (as if they needed 
help) and provide some fun 
activities for families to do together 
at home.

But we also wanted to call 
attention to the acts of generosity 
and service our students and staff 
undertake on a daily basis. 

While our inaugural countdown 
certainly wasn’t intended as an 
all-encompassing chronicle of all 
the ways members of our school 
community give back - a countdown 
that did that would be quite the 
mammoth undertaking - it did serve 
as an opportunity to highlight a few 
of the myriad ways our students 
and staff help make our school and 
community a better place.

Our We Care Club’s annual 
Holiday Gift Drive is a perfect 
example. Overseen by English 
teacher Matt Struzik, this year’s 
drive helped put more than 
1,000 gifts under the tree for 
107 children in 35 local families. 
This wouldn’t have been possible 
without the generous support of 
our staff and the broader, Attica 
community. They donated money, 
time and gifts to help make the 
holiday season a little brighter for 
children in need in our community.

While there’s ample reason for 
praise all around, I’m especially 
proud of the way our older 
students gave of their time and 
energy to help create special 
experiences for our younger 

students throughout the holiday 
season.

As I walked through our 
gymnasiums on Elf Day, among 
all the activities our high school 
students and staff had set up for 
their elementary school “elves,” I 
found it impossible not to smile. 
The fun, positive environment and 
shouts of laughter were infectious. 
You could tell this was a day our 
youngest students would remember 
for years to come. 

The same was true at Santa’s 
Workshop at Prospect Elementary 
where high schoolers helped 
younger students pick out presents 
for loved ones so they could 
experience the joy of giving gifts, 
instead of just receiving them.

And during Ag Buddies Day, 
members of our Future Farmers of 
America chapter not only organized 
a fun series of activities for second 
graders, but helped introduce them 
to our district’s ample and expanding 
agricultural offerings and get them 
excited to take an ag course when 
they get to middle school. 

These acts of service speak to the 
kind of values we seek to instill in 
our students here at Attica Central 
Schools.

In the coming weeks and months, 
as the first signs of spring start 
to push up through the melting 
snow, I challenge you to take a leaf 
out of our students’ book and do 
something for someone else. Not 
because it’s expected of you or 
because you might get something 
out of it, just because. 

Kiel Illg, Ph.D., Superintendent 

Superintendent’s 
message 

Vanessa Schlau, right, helps Arianna Dick cover her 
ice cream cone with green frosting for an edible 
Christmas tree activity during Ag Buddies Day at the 
elementary school. 

Hallie Pfaff-Snyder, left, helps Lakota Willis shop 
for gifts for his family at Santa’s Workshop in the 
Elementary School in December. 

Kruz Kirsch (center) holds Ashley Piorun’s hand as he 
meets Santa Claus on Elf Day at the High School.
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FARM-TO-SCHOOL COORDINATOR BRINGS 
PASSION FOR AGRICULTURE TO NEW 
POSITION

Each night at the dinner table, Alicia 
Spoth makes a point of telling her son, 
August, where the food he’s about to eat 
comes from. 

“I don’t want my child to look at it just 
like ‘I went to Wegmans and got this 
off a shelf and that’s all there is to it,’” 
said Spoth. “I want him to know where 
his food comes from and I don’t want 
it to come easy. I want my family to 
be thankful every day for the gifts that 
whoever produced that food is giving 
them.” 

Spoth is looking to bring that mindset, 
and her passion for all things Western 
New York agriculture, to her new role 
as farm-to-school coordinator at Attica 
Central Schools.

Attica’s Board of Education unanimously 
approved Spoth’s hiring at its Jan. 12 
meeting. Her appointment was effective 
Jan. 3 and runs through the end of 
2023. 

Spoth’s position is funded by the 
$100,000 Farm-to-School Grant 
awarded to the district by the New York 
State Department of Agriculture and 
Markets in 2022. The part-time position 
is for 15 hours per week though that 
could fluctuate, based on programming 
needs. Spoth will be paid $32 an hour, 
or about $25,000 per year. 

Rooted in ag

Spoth’s entire life has revolved around 
agriculture. She grew up raising pigs on 
her parents’ Keller Farms in Corfu and 
still harbors a love of all things pork. 

“Some families go to Bills games 
together, my family promoted pork 
together,” said Spoth. “I think we were 
happiest and most excited when we 
were giving out samples of pork loin 

because once you taste perfectly 
cooked pork, you’ll want to eat it every 
day of your life.”

So strong was her sentiment for swine 
that Spoth even penned a regular 
column - “Cooking with Pork” - for 
The Daily News of Batavia where she’d 
give her readers pork-centric recipes 
and preparation tips. 

“My grandma cut them all out and 
I have them in a whole big portfolio 
now,” Spoth said with a laugh. “So 
that’s cool. That’s a part of my story.” 

After graduating from Pembroke 
Central Schools in 2008, Spoth 

headed to Indiana, where she earned 
a bachelor’s degree in agriculture 
economics from Purdue University in 
2012. 

“I went to Purdue because I wanted 
to see a different kind of agriculture,” 
Spoth said. “I feel like I saw a lot of 
dairies and cabbage production in 
Western New York and I was like, 
‘What’s the Midwest like?’ So I went to 
Purdue, had awesome, cool internships 
and lived life in the Midwest for a 
decade.”

After stints as a seed seller, ag retailer 
and crop insurance adjuster in northwest 
Ohio and back home in New York, 

Alicia Spoth, right, is pictured making cherry pies at her husband’s family farm,  
Greg’s U-Pick, in 2020. 
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Spoth had the opportunity to work at her 
husband’s family farm, Greg’s U-Pick, in 
Clarence, Erie County. 

“We have a CAS (community-supported 
agriculture) program with just a ton 
of different vegetables, we do school 
tours, there’s a bakery,” Spoth said. 
“On the u-pick side, our primary 
crops are strawberries, blueberries, 
vegetables, cut flowers and pumpkins.”

Fresh, local, seasonal 

Shortly after the district posted the 
farm-to-school coordinator position 
this past October, Spoth got a message 
from Melissa George, an Attica 
Partners for Agriculture representative, 
encouraging her to apply. 

For Spoth, it was an easy decision. 

“I love my job at the farm, but I also 
love getting out into the world, getting 
out into the community,” Spoth said. 
“I thought, ‘I’m a 4-H leader, I love 
working with my 4-Hers, I run school 
tours on my farm, I love working 
with those kids - I want to see what 
kids need in a school. How can they 
nourish their bodies and their minds for 
success? That’s why I’m here.’”

Business Administrator Meaghan 
Matuszak, who sat on the hiring 
committee that recommended Spoth’s 
appointment to the district’s board of 
education, said the new position comes 
with two primary responsibilities. 

The first is to bolster the district’s ag 
education offerings. 

“That could include organizing field 
trips to some of our local producers 

or bringing in guest chefs of diverse 
cultural backgrounds to teach our 
students how to utilize ingredients and 
prepare dishes they may not be familiar 
with,” Matuszak explained. “Alicia will 
also have a hand in coordinating a new, 
four-week course this summer that will 
teach students how to grow, process and 
prepare different kinds of produce.”

The second is to act as a liaison between 
the district and local food producers to 
ensure the district is bringing quality, 
seasonal products to students year 
‘round. 

Spoth said she’s approaching her new 
role with the goal of getting students 
excited about what they see in the 
cafeteria. 

The best way to do that, said Spoth, is 
to prioritize fresh, seasonal food. 

“When you see something beautiful 
at a farm stand or you see something 
beautiful come in from the field, aren’t 
you going to want to try it? Kids are 
going to want to try it as well,” she 
said. “If a kid comes and buys a school 
lunch, the kids sitting next to them are 
going to want that school lunch. At the 
end of the day, that’s my goal.”

Spoth’s also hoping to foster a healthy 
appreciation among Attica students 
of the sheer volume of work that goes 
into producing each forkful of food 

that passes their lips. 

It’s a truth that Spoth herself, even 
with a lifetime spent in and around 
agriculture, has to sometimes remind 
herself of.

“My dad had a stroke five years ago and 
he can only use half his body and one 
day he asked me to go collect his eggs 
- he’s got a bunch of laying hens - and 
I was like ‘Sure, whatever, I’ll do it,’ and 
it was such hard work!” Spoth recalled. 
“So many people are like ‘Ah, eggs are 
so expensive,’ but they don’t appreciate 
what goes into raising those eggs. 
The person behind the product you’re 
eating, the work and effort they put into 
that product, the story that brought that 
product to you - that’s incredible. It’s all 
part of the beauty of life.” 

As she continues to settle into her new 
position, Spoth pledged to always keep 
her door open and encouraged anyone 
with questions, ideas, opportunities 
or feedback to shoot her an email at 
aspoth@atticacsd.org.

“I just think that Western New York is 
an incredible place. We produce so 
many cool things to nourish our bodies 
with - I think we’re silly if we don’t take 
advantage of that,” she said. “Attica 
is an amazing community and if we 
can support each other and what our 
farmers are doing - I don’t know. I think 
we’ll all be better off.”

Photo courtesy of Attica Food Service Staff
Students are pictured during a recent taste testing of apple varieties. During lunch, 
students sampled Jonagold, Fuji and Crispin apples donated by LynOaken Farms in 
Medina, then voted on their favorite. Spoiler alert – the Fujis won!

Alicia Spoth
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Derived from the Greek words “photo,” meaning light, 
and “graph,” meaning to draw, the word “photography” 
translates literally to “drawing with light.”

So far, students in Ms. Laura Steves’ photography elective 
have explored a few direct exposure processes as they 
continue to learn more about the tenants of film-based 
photography.   

First, they created pinhole cameras from Pringles cans and 
made cyanotypes using the sun as a light source. Then, 
students headed into the darkroom to make photograms, 
a type of camera-less photograph made by placing objects 
directly onto a light-sensitive medium. 

 
The class looks forward to taking photos with 35mm black 
and white film and developing their images.

Meanwhile, students Steves’ Creative Crafts class are learning 
the art of upcycling and the importance of Mod Podge. So far, 
students have created trinket bowls out of folded magazines. 
Next they will be creating wallets out of old cassette tapes.

Other art classes on the schedule for next year are sculpture, 
ceramics, computer arts and drawing and painting I and II. 
Interested students should stop in to see their counselor about 
adding a class to their course schedule next year. All skill 
levels are welcome.

HEART BEAT OF ATTICA

The magazine bowl senior Sara Baker 
made in Laura Steves’ Creative Crafts 
class. 

A cyanotype made by a student in 
Laura Steves’ photography class. 

Senior Liam Spink’s photogram. 

Junior Kathryn Metzger’s photogram.

In the top photo, an image of a tree 
can be seen inside of a pinhole camera 
Laura Steves’ photography students 
made using a Pringles can. Note the 
image is upside down. Above is a 
photo of the same scene, taken on a 
smartphone. 

The magazine bowl senior Kelsey Helmicki 
made in Steves’ Creative Crafts class. 

Photos courtesy of Laura Steves
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Curriculum Corner: 

What Did You Learn Today?
As a parent, 
I would 
often take 
a moment 
or two in 
the evening 
to ask my 
kids about 
their day in 
school. Over 

the years I learned that if I asked them 
what they did in school, the answers 
would range from a wild story about 
something funny that happened in 
the cafeteria with their friends to the 
stereotypical response of a high school 
student: “Nothin’.”  

If, however, I asked them what they 
learned in school, the answers often 
improved. I would still get the grunt 
or the shrug from time to time, but I 
would also at times get the beginnings 
of a pretty good conversation about 
a concept, fact or skill that they had 
learned or practiced during that day. 
It was still a challenge at times to get 
a really good picture of what exactly 
they were learning based solely on 
their accounts, and I was never quite 
sure if what they said they learned was 
in fact what they were supposed to 
have learned that day. In my current 
role as the director of curriculum, one 
of my goals is to bring clarity to the 
answer to that question and to create 
a clearer picture for parents and family 
members in the district of just what 
their student is learning. 

Curriculum is a word that has many 
different definitions, often overlapping 
and including a wide range of 
elements. For now, let’s simply define it 
as two parts that make up a whole. 

First there is what we teach. This 
sounds simple, but it goes beyond 
the titles of books and the names and 
dates of history. It is really meant to 
describe the concepts or skills that we 
are teaching students. This includes 
things like how to read, write and solve 

mathematical equations, and also less 
tangible concepts like citing evidence 
in a text, making a healthy choice 
or recognizing how tempo affects a 
piece of music. The second part of 
curriculum is how we teach. 

This includes specific strategies that 
teachers use in a classroom such as 
independent practice or group work 
and the utilization of certain technology 
or other tools in the classroom, among 
many other things. 

In New York, the state leaves decisions 
about what to teach up to local school 
districts. The state provides standards, 
which are essentially a set of annual 
goals that we want to see students 
achieve by the end of a given year in 
any subject. These standards are the 
same for every district across the state. 

What resources and tools to use to 
help students achieve these standards 
is a decision left up to school districts. 
That means a student attending eighth 
grade in Warsaw or Perry, for example, 
may not learn the same skills in the 
same order as a student in Attica, 
but they will all be expected to show 
they’ve reached the same standard 
by the end of the year. So, standards 
are the same across the state, but the 
curriculum is different.

As a district, we’ve been devoting 
significant time and effort to create 
curriculum documents over the past 
few years. Our goal in doing so is to 
create what we call a “guaranteed and 
viable curriculum.”  

While it’s true that a student in a 
different district may learn different 
skills in a different order than a student 
here at Attica, we want to ensure all 
of our students who are in the same 
grade or course are learning the same 
skills in the same order, regardless of 
who their teacher is.

That’s the “guaranteed” part of the 

curriculum. The “viable” part means 
that what we say we are teaching 
can truly be taught to the appropriate 
level of understanding in the time 
available. In other words, we can’t 
expect students to truly understand 
and master 57 different skills and 27 
different concepts to a high degree 
of proficiency in a 20-week class. We 
can, however, expect them to become 
proficient in 18 truly valuable skills and 
12 critical concepts that will set them 
up for future success in the course of 
20 weeks.  

This doesn’t mean one student may be 
learning less than another student as 
all our students will still need to show 
proficiency in the standards set by the 
state.

In the coming months, we will be 
sharing these curriculum documents 
with you through our website and I will 
continue to provide updates on the 
work and share resources or ideas that 
you can look at, both as individuals 
and with your children.  

It is my hope that you will find the 
information valuable. Perhaps it can 
even be used to elicit something more 
than a shrug when you ask your 
children what they learned in school 
today.  

Thank you for your partnership with us 
in the important work of teaching kids. 
We are looking forward to sharing 
more of this work with you as we move 
forward.

Matt Stroud is director of curriculum 
at Attica Central Schools. In this role, 
he’s responsible for developing, 
implementing and evaluating 
the district’s core curriculum, 
overseeing prek-12 instruction and 
coordinating professional development 
programming for teachers and staff.
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 Winter Sports

The Blue Devils swam their way to an 8-4 regular season 
record and strong showings at the Genesee Region Athletic 
Association Championships and Genesee Region/Niagara-
Orleans Intersectional Championships where they took third 
and fifth place, respectively. 

Attica was led by senior Libby Kibler, who broke her own 
school record in the 200-yard individual medley multiple times 
during the 2022-23 season. 

At the GR/NO Intersectionals in early February, Kibler was a 
two-time champion for Attica in the 200-IM (2:20.19) and 
100-yard backstroke (1:03.04). 

Kimberley Piorun was another top finisher for Attica at 
intersectionals as the sophomore took fifth in the 50-yard 
freestyle (27.81) and teamed up with Libby, Kate Metzger and 
Samantha Alfiero to capture third in the 200-yard freestyle 
relay (1:51.87) and fourth in the 400-yard freestyle relay 
(4:18.37).

Libby, Kate, Samantha and Kimberley were also named 
Genesee Region All-Stars for their strong performances 
throughout the season.

Boys swimming
Despite having just six members and often facing off against 
teams twice or three times as large, our varsity boys swim team put 
together a 5-7 regular season record heading into the Genesee 
Region Athletic Association Championships in January. 

The boys took fifth at GRAAs behind strong showings from junior 
Joe Parkhurst, a double winner in the 50-yard freestyle (21.44) 
and 100-yard breaststroke (1:00.52), and Ethan Houghton, who 
took third in the 100-breast (1:07.89) and 100-yard butterfly 
(1:01.23). 

In February, at the Section V Class C Championships in Bath, Joe 
was again a double winner in the 50-free and 100-breast. At 
the New York State Championships at Ithaca College earlier this 
month, he took fifth in both events. 

During the 2022-23 season, Joe set new school records in four 
events - the 100-freestyle (48.32), 50-free, (21.14), 100-yard 
backstroke (57.61) and 100-yard breaststroke (56.95).

Joe Parkhurst competes in the 100-yard 
breaststroke at sectionals. 

Photo courtesy of Anthony Ianni
Members of Attica’s varsity girls swim team pose for a photo 
following their fifth place showing at the Genesee Region/
Niagara-Orleans Intersectional Championships in February. 

Ethan Houghton competes in the 100-yard butterfly 
at sectionals.

Girls Swimming



Wrestling
The Attica-Batavia varsity wrestling team came away from the 
Section V Class A2 Wrestling Championships Feb. 4 at Monroe 
Community College with a third place overall finish and three 
individual champions!

It was a tight top three as Attica-Batavia’s 191.5 total points 
were only two less than second place Brockport (193.5) and 
13.5 away from champion Churchville-Chili’s 205.

Claiming sectional titles for Attica-Batavia were:
• Casper Stewart (Batavia): 1st place at 152 lbs
• Colin Bannister (Attica): 1st place at 172 lbs
• Wyatt Kauffman (Attica): 1st place at 285 lbs

At State Qualifiers at SUNY Brockport Feb. 11, Wyatt took 
fourth in Division I, Colin fell in the quarterfinals while Casper 
took first at 152 lbs and advanced to the state championship 
in Albany at the end of February, where he took third place. 

Photo courtesy of Troy Colton 
Colin Bannister, center left, and Wyatt Kauffman, center 
right, are pictured with Coach Lance Bannister, left, and 
Assistant Coach Troy Colton, right, after winning the 172-
lb and 285-lb titles, respectively, at the Section V Class A2 
Wrestling Championships at MCC.

Girls Basketball  Boys  BasketbalL
Our varsity boys 
basketball team finished 
out its regular season 
with a record of 9-11. 
The seventh seed in 
the Section V Class B2 
Tournament, Attica won 
its opening round game 
over North Rose-Wolcott 
62-29 before falling 
in the quarterfinals to 
Dansville, 52-58. 

Attica was led by junior 
forward/guard Cole 
Harding, who averaged 
20.1 points and 9.9 
rebounds per game for 
the Blue Devils, and 
junior guard Jack Janes 
(14 ppg, 7.4 rpg). Both 
were named Genesee 
Region All-Stars. 

Photo courtesy of Brennan Bezon
Junior guard Landyn Thomas drives 
for a layup during Attica’s 52-49 
win over Alexander Feb. 3. 

Our varsity girls basketball team put together an 8-11 
record during the regular season, earning the 7th seed in 
the Section V Class B2 Tournament. The Blue Devils won 
their opening round game over Wayland-Cohocton 51-28 
but then fell to Mynderse, 21-59, in the quarterfinals. 

Junior forward Maddie Robinson led the Blue Devils in 
scoring and rebounds this season, averaging 8.4 points 
and 10.2 rebounds per game, and was Attica’s sole 
Genesee Region All-Star. Other key contributors were 
junior guard Ellie Dressel (6.3 ppg) and senior center 
Olivia Colon Mercado (6.6 ppg, 8.7 rpg). 

Photo courtesy of 
Alanna Pellicane
Olivia Colon Mercado 
fights for a rebound 
during Attica’s game 
against Oakfield-
Alabama in February. 
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 Winter Sports

Our competitive cheerleading team took first place at the 
Spencerport Showdown and Hilton Pride & Spirit Invitational 
before winning its sixth straight title at the Genesee Region 
Athletic Association Championships at the end of January. 
Attica took first in division I with 77.6 points, topping second 
place finisher Alexander by 6 points. The Blue Devils were 
also named grand champions for earning the top score 
among the eight competing teams in division I and division II.

At sectionals at Gates-Chili High School in February, Attica 
took eighth in the Division II B Small division. 

Alma Garcia, Anna Hopfinger and Paige Warwick were 
named Genesee Region All-Stars. 

CHEERleading
In only its first season as winter sport, Attica’s girls indoor 
track team wasted no time in leaving its mark as our 
17-person team beat out 18 other teams for first place in 
the southern district at the Rochester Winter Track League 
Championships at Houghton College in January.

Skylar Savage led the way for Attica as she won the 
55-meter dash and 55-meter hurdles with times of 7.67 
and 9.42 seconds, respectively. Skylar also took third in 
the long jump (16 feet).

At the Section V Class A3 Sectional Championships, our 
girls team finished in third place. Top finishers for the 
Blue Devils were:

   •  Mackenzie McLeod, who  brought home a sectional 
championship in the pole vault clearing 9 feet, 1 
inch.

   •  Skylar Savage, who took second in the 55-meter 
hurdles with a time of 9.35, third in the 55-meter 
dash (7.70), and third in the long jump with a 
distance of 16 feet, 8 inches. 

   •  Lauren Nelson, who took third in the pole vault, 
clearing 7 feet.

Photo courtesy of Luke George 
Junior Mackenzie McLeod is pictured competing in 
the pole vault at sectionals. Mackenzie won the event, 
clearing 9 feet, 1 inch. 

Girls indoor track

Scan the QR code to watch 
a video of our cheerleaders’ 
GRAA Championship-
winning routine.

Attica’s competitive cheerleading team is pictured following its 
win at the Hilton Pride & Spirit Invitational Jan. 21.

Cheerleaders are pictured 
during a performance at the 
High School Pep Rally Feb. 3.

10



Girls indoor track
Likewise in its inaugural season, our boys indoor track 
team came within two points of capturing the Rochester 
Winter Track League Championships. 

Simon Lamparelli was a three-time winner as he 
captured the 55-meter dash and the 300-meter dash 
with times of 6.63 and 36.25, respectively, and was 
part of the winning 4x200-meter relay team along with 
Colin Bannister, Taylor Zimmerman and Noah Wheeler 
(1:40.92). 

At sectionals, the boys team finished fourth overall. 
Simon was a three-time sectional champion in the 
55-meter dash (6.61), 300-meter dash (35.64) and 
teamed up with Ryan Meides, Colin Bannister and 
Geoffrie Eisensmith to win the 4x400-meter relay 
(3:40.50).

Colin also took third in the pole vault, clearing 11 feet, 
6 inches while Geoffrie took third in the 600-meter run 
(1:30.19) and fourth in the triple jump (41 feet, 3.5 
inches). 

At the New York State Indoor Track and Field 
Championships earlier this month on Staten Island, 
Simon took 16th in the 55-meter dash and ran the 
200-meter leg of Section V’s Intersectional Medley Relay 
team, which took second place in the event with a time 
of 8:54.90. 

Photo courtesy of Luke George
Attica’s varsity boys indoor track team is pictured 
following their second place finish at the Rochester Winter 
Track League Championships. 

boys indoor track
BLUE DEVILS EARN 
‘SCHOLAR ATHLETE’ 
HONORS
All seven of Attica’s fall sports teams were recognized 
as scholar athlete teams by the New York State Public 
High School Athletics Association!

Our fall sports teams are football, boys and girls 
soccer, boys and girls cross country, volleyball and 
competitive cheerleading. 

To qualify as a scholar athlete team, 75 percent of its 
roster must earn a GPA of 90 percent or higher.

Congratulations to our student athletes on this well-
deserved recognition! 

CUSMANO NAMED 
BUFFALO BILLS’ 
COACH OF THE YEAR
Head Football Coach Jeff Cusmano was named the 
Buffalo Bills/ADPRO Sports Coach of the Year for the 
Rochester region. This past season, Cusmano led our 
varsity football team to its first ever sectional title in 
Class C. Cusmano was recognized at halftime during 
the Bills’ 35-23 win over the Patriots on Jan. 8. He’s 
pictured with Paul Schintzius, left, senior vice president 
of ADPRO Sports, and the Bills’s former all-pro 
linebacker Lorenzo Alexander, right. Congratulations, 
Coach Cusmano! 

Photo courtesy of Craig Melvin/Buffalo Bills 
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‘A SPECIAL PLACE IN MY HEART’

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL RETIRES  
AFTER 39-YEAR CAREER 

Kelly Beitz still 
remembers her first 
foot in the door 
at Attica Central 
Schools.

It was the winter 
of 1999 and Beitz, 
who at that time 

had been teaching physical education 
at Batavia City School District for a 
decade, had just earned her master’s 
degree in education administration 
from SUNY Brockport and wrapped 
up an administrative internship at John 
Kennedy Elementary School in Batavia. 

“The superintendent from Attica or 
Batavia owed the superintendent from 
Attica or Batavia a favor - I’m not sure 
who owed who - but I received a call 
wondering if I would be interested 
in interviewing for a long-term sub 
position for the Attica Elementary 
Principal,” Beitz recalled. “Batavia 
agreed to allow me to take a leave of 
absence from my PE position in Batavia 
and Attica hired me to be the long-term 
substitute for Lori Orologio, the Attica 
Elementary principal, from February 
to May of 2000. It was such a great 
experience - I absolutely loved it.”

The rest, as they say, is history. 

A month later, Beitz accepted the 
position of assistant principal at Attica 
High School. A couple months after 
that, Orologio took a job at another 
district and Beitz lept in to fill the 
vacancy. 

“It was my absolute dream job,” she 
said. “I wanted to be an elementary 
principal and I wanted to help make a 
difference in the lives of students.”

Beitz retired earlier this year after 39 
years working in education - 23 of them 
here at Attica Central Schools. 

The decision to step away wasn’t easy.

“It was just time,” she said. “My 
husband has been retired for a few 
years now. School is quickly getting 
‘back to normal’ and headed in a good 
direction. The timing is right for my 
husband and I to do some things we 
want to do while we still can. Right now, 
our plans are to spend time in Florida, 
travel, play golf and fish.”

During her nearly forty-year tenure, 
Beitz said she relied on a two-pronged 

approach to ensure students were 
getting the most out of school as 
possible. 

“First, my approach was always going 
to be ‘What’s best for kids?’ So, any 
decisions that were made, whether 
they were regarding safety, academics 
or building procedures, were always 
made with the students’ best interest 
in mind,” she said. “Second - I feel 
I took a collaborative approach to 
decision-making. Teachers and staff 
are the experts in their field and they 
are working directly with our students. 
I trusted what they were doing in the 
classroom. I always felt we could have 
good conversations and solve any 
problem by working together to create 
a solution that would be best for kids.”

While it’s hard for Beitz to pick and 
choose her favorite memories - 
“Everything is really most memorable,” 
she said - she counts Halloween 
celebrations and dress up days, 
monthly assemblies and her annual 
dunk tank appearances among some 
of her favorites. 

That time she had the chorus students 
dress up as cowboys and cowgirls 

Scan the QR code using the camera 
app on your smartphone to see the 
surprise send-off our Elementary 
School students and staff threw for 
Mrs. Beitz back in December.
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and brought a real cow in the multi-
purpose room for the National Music 
Association’s “World’s Largest Concert” 
also stands out.

“We won a 30-second spot on their 
broadcast,” she said.

Beitz said there’s a lot she’ll miss about 
her job and that Attica Elementary will 
always hold “a special place in my 
heart.” 

“I will miss seeing the students enter 
the building each morning and leave 
at dismissal every afternoon. I will 
miss visiting classrooms and working 
with such talented and capable staff 
every day,” she added. “I will miss 
the conversations, the programs, the 
smiling faces, and all the fun we have 
had together. I have formed some 
life-long friendships over the course of 
22-1/2 years and appreciate all the 
support I have received from everyone 
throughout my career.”

Middle School Assistant Principal Sherry 
Bennett has been serving as interim 

elementary school principal since Beitz 
retired in January. The district expects to 
begin the hiring process for a permanent 
principal in the coming weeks. 

Whoever ultimately succeeds her, Beitz 
said they’ll be met by students and staff 
who work hard, are respectful and work 

together to get the job done.  

“My advice would be to get to know your 
students by name, trust your staff, and 
start to build those positive relationships 
with your students and staff,” she said.

Jan. 13 was DARE graduation for our fifth graders!
The 10-week program, which is taught by School 
Resource Officer Sam West, educates students about 
the dangers of alcohol and drug use, focuses on 
students’ social-emotional needs and emphasizes 
topics like making safe and responsible decisions, 
gauging risks and consequences, recognizing and 
handling stress and responding to peer pressure.

Many DARE lessons center on the program’s 
decision-making model, which instructs students to 
define, assess, respond and evaluate if and when 
they encounter a potentially dangerous or risky 
situation.

Near the end of the 10-week program, students in each fifth grade class 
were tasked with writing an essay about what they’d learned in DARE. 
Four students whose essays were identified as the best were called up on 
stage, where West presented them with a special certificate.

The four essay winners were Audryana Tober, Miles Maksymik, Josie 
Hann and June Beck.

Congratulations to all our new DARE graduates!

5TH GRADERS DARE TO BE DRUG FREE
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Assistant High School Principal John Spink had more than 
a few surprises in store when he stopped by Erin Holt’s 
classroom one day in December. 

Holt’s middle school students had been reading 
“Unbroken” in class. The book tells the story of Olympian 
Louis Zamperini, a track star turned U.S. Army Air Force 
bombardier whose B-24 Liberator was shot down over 
the Pacific Ocean in 1943. Zamperini survived 47 days 
on a raft at sea before he was captured by the Japanese 
Navy and spent the final 2-½ years of the war in brutal 
conditions in multiple prisoner of war camps.

Spink, a former history teacher, brought in a variety of 
World War II artifacts to show students including letters, 
newspaper clippings, Japanese currency, a U.S. Army 
uniform, a Purple Heart, a Bronze Star, shrapnel, a 
grenade pin, a machete and even a Japanese officer’s 
katana.

Some of the materials were Spink’s own, passed down 
from his great uncle, David “Tiny” Spink, a U.S. Army Air 
Force mechanic who served in Europe.

Others were loaned by Dennis Piechowiak whose father, 
Robert Piechowiak, saw significant action in the Pacific 
Theater as a staff sergeant with the 34th Infantry Regiment.

This was a great learning opportunity for our students - 
thanks to Mr. Spink for sharing and to Dennis Piechowiak 
for loaning some of his artifacts.

HANDS ON HISTORY
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BUDGET VOTE, SCHOOL BOARD 
ELECTION

Absentee Ballots
Attica Central School District qualified residents can obtain and use absentee ballots for District elections. To obtain 
an absentee ballot, residents must submit an application and be unable to appear at the vote in person for one of 
the following reasons:
 • Patient in hospital or unable to appear due to illness or physical disability;
 •  Occupation or business which will require an individual to be outside of the county or city of their 

residence on the day of the vote;
 •  Confinement in jail awaiting action by grand jury, awaiting trial or confined in prison after conviction of 

an offense other than a felony;
 •  Accompanying or being with a spouse, child, or parent who is an eligible voter and is eligible for an 

absentee ballot due to one of the above reasons;
 •  Anyone with a permanent illness or disability need only apply once for an absentee ballot. If this pertains 

to you, please contact your County Board of Elections. If determined eligible, absentee ballots will be 
mailed prior to future elections without reapplication;

 •  Applications must be received at the District Office at least seven (7) days before the election if a ballot is 
to be mailed to the voter. Completed ballots must be returned by 5:00 PM the day of the vote.

For further information, please contact District Clerk Jamie Nizio at (585) 591-0400, ext. 1000 or jniziol@atticacsd.org.

Board Petitions
District residents interested in serving on the Board of Education must file their nominating petitions by 5:00 PM, 
Monday, April 17, 2023. Petitions must be delivered to the District Office, located in the High School, and must 
have at least 25 signatures of qualified voters. Petition forms may be obtained from the District Clerk on business 
days between 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM after March 1, 2023. This year’s Budget Vote and Election will be conducted 
between 1:00 PM and 9:00 PM, on Tuesday, May 16, 2023. There are three (3) positions on the Board of Education 
up for election for a term of three years.

Qualifications for membership on a School Board include:
• Must be a qualified voter of the District (a citizen of the United States, 18 years or older)
• Must be and have been a resident of the District for a continuous and uninterrupted period of one year.

Annual Budget Hearing
• May 4, 2023 at 6:30 PM in the HS Library (B.O.E. Meeting to Follow)

Budget Calendar (Board of Education Approved 12/8/2022)

• 3/9/23: Budget Review & Approval of the Legal Notice for the Hearing and Vote
• 3/23/23: Possible Budget Adoption
• 3/31/23: Legal Publication (1st Notice)
• 4/17/23: Petitions for BOE Candidates and Propositions to be Placed on Ballot by 5 PM
• 4/20/23: Legal Publication (2nd Notice)
• 4/20/23: Adoption of the Property Tax Report Card
• 4/21/23: Military Ballots Must be Sent by 4/21/23
• 4/21/23: Submit Property Tax Report Card to SED (Due No Later Than 4/24/23)
• 5/1/23: Administrator Salary Disclosure Submitted to SED (Due No Later Than 5/8/23)
• 5/2/23: Budget Available for Public Review (May 2-16, 2023)
• 5/4/23: Budget Public Hearing (Special Meeting Prior to BOE Regular Meeting)
• 5/6/23: Legal Publication (3rd Notice)
• 5/9/23: Legal Publication (4th Notice)
• 5/16/23: ANNUAL BUDGET VOTE & SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION
• 5/25/23: Acceptance of the Vote Results by the BOE
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There was a time when Amanda Shaw had never heard of an 
athletic trainer. 

But during her junior year at Attica High School, when she 
and her classmates started researching career options, Shaw 
stumbled across the profession and thought it would be a good 
way to keep sports in her life, even if she wasn’t the one playing. 

“I had always felt that I wanted a 
career where I could be around 
sports, be outside, not at a desk, 
and help people,” said Shaw, a 
2006 Attica graduate. “Athletic 
training seemed to fit all of those 
characteristics.” 

Now, Shaw eats, sleeps and 
breathes all things sports medicine 
as an athletic trainer for Pavilion 
Central School District and as a 
program coordinator and clinical 

instructor for Sports Medicine Concepts in Avon. 

Shaw said the fondest memories from her time at Attica revolve 
around sports and band.

“Each activity brought different challenges and different 
opportunities to compete and work hard with people I probably 
never would have made friends with otherwise,” said Shaw, who 
counts Shirley Peters, Cheryl Allein and Dick Carlson among the 
Attica teachers who had the greatest positive impact on her life. 
“They all shared the same passion for challenging their students 
to reach their greatest potential by using love and empathy in 
their teaching. They each genuinely cared about your success as 
a person and followed up long after leaving their classroom and 
displayed a love for our community and encouraged living a life 
that gives whole heartedly to those around you.”

Allein said she “vividly remembers” Shaw when she taught her in 
third grade. 

“She was enthusiastic, caring and determined - all qualities that 
prove true to her today,” said Allein, who continues to teach third 
grade at Prospect Elementary. “Amanda gave me her third grade 
school picture and continued that tradition every year through 
her senior year. I still have every single one! It is truly an honor to 
know that I have influenced Amanda as she has always inspired 
me.”

Peters, who retired as an elementary school teacher in 2009, 
had Shaw in first grade. Like Allein, Peters remembers her 
former student as enthusiastic and always eager to learn 

something new.

But Peters said it was Shaw’s compassion that she most 
remembers. 

“We had a guinea pig in our class that she loved to hold and 
she was always looking for ways that she could help me or her 
friends,” she said. “She was just a very thoughtful, kind and 
compassionate girl.”

Even small acts, like when Shaw brought Peters back a clear, 
plastic ruler decorated with sea creatures that she’d purchased 
as a gift during a family trip to Busch Gardens, stand out in 
Peters’ memory.

“I was always using an old wooden one and she thought I 
could use a new one that I could see through while measuring,” 
recalled Peters. “I still use it often even to this day and it’s very 
special to me.”

After graduating from Attica, Shaw headed to the University 
of Pittsburgh at Bradford, just over the New York-Pennsylvania 
border, where she graduated with a bachelor’s degree in athletic 
training a semester early thanks to the college credits she earned 
in high school. 

Shaw earned her master’s in sports administration from Canisius 
College in Buffalo and for the past 13 years, has worked as an 
athletic trainer at Pavilion High School and other local districts - 
first through Village Physical Therapy in Le Roy and now through 
Sports Medicine Concepts in Avon.  

“Typically I work at SMC in the office two to three days a week 
as program coordinator organizing our emergency care training 
simulations. Then I go to Pavilion High School after school 
where I see students for any treatments or rehabs they may 
need as well as be available for any new sports injuries that 
may occur during a game or practice,” said Shaw. “Every night 
and weekend is different based on what activities are going 
on. During the spring and summer months I travel with our 
emergency care simulation and education programs locally and 
across the country.”

In her roles as SMC’s program coordinator and clinical 
instructor, Shaw has helped coordinate and lead emergency 
care simulation trainings for sports medicine professionals at the 
high school, collegiate and professional level - including multiple 
teams in the National Football League. 

“As program coordinator I am responsible for coordinating 
simulations and itineraries to ensure our programs are true-to-
life and that they run smoothly and efficiently,” she said. “As a 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

‘06 GRAD HAS PASSION FOR  
SPORTS MEDICINE 
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clinical instructor I am part of a 
team that runs the simulations 
and guides the medical team 
in discussion on what went well 
and what they would like to 
change as they simulate their 
emergency action plan.”

Among the injuries Shaw and 
her SMC colleagues help 
simulate during trainings are 
cervical spine injuries, truncal 
trauma, cardiac arrest and 
isolated head trauma.

It goes without saying that Shaw, 
a Western New York native, is 
a Buffalo Bills fanatic. She, like 
millions of football fans across 
the country, was watching Jan. 2 
when Bills safety Damar Hamlin 
collapsed on the field at Paycor Stadium after making a routine 
tackle during a game against the Cincinnati Bengals. 

“As I watched I quickly realized the worst case scenario was 
playing out live before us,” said Shaw of the experience of 
watching the emergency medical team’s efforts to revive 
Hamlin, which played out on the field for several minutes. 
“Because of my understanding of the interworking of medical 
teams at this level, I knew they had practiced this exact moment 
many times over but this scene had never truly played out in 
professional football before.”

Shaw said she was “in awe” of the precision of the emergency 
medical team that tended to Hamlin, restarted his heart on the 
field and, ultimately, saved his life. 

“Every athletic trainer at any level has a plan for a sudden 
cardiac arrest, they just hope they never have to use it,” she 
said. 

If there’s a silver lining to the incident, Shaw said it’s that 
it underscored the importance of having knowledgeable 
personnel - whether an athletic trainer or a coach - and a plan 
of action in place should a medical emergency occur. 

“If an athletic trainer isn’t available a lot of the responsibility 
for athlete care and management falls on the coaches, fair or 
not, they are typically the only adult available at practices,” she 
said. “For that reason, high school coaches in New York State 
are required to be trained in first aid and CPR/AED response. 
Whether you have an athletic trainer or not, anyone can save 
a life by being prepared, recognizing an emergency and 
understanding how to act quickly and appropriately.”

While conducting trainings for multi-billion dollar professional 
sports franchises is all well and good, Shaw said the best 
part of her job is getting to work with teenagers and yes, she 
knows how crazy that sounds.

“Sure teens are annoying, rude and break stuff on a regular 
basis but they’re also kind of cool, spontaneous and 
breathtakingly honest,” she said. “Traveling to high level sports 
venues is an amazing aspect of my job but getting to mentor 
and invest in the next generation is pretty cool too.” 

As to the future, Shaw isn’t too sure what it’ll hold.

“I am enjoying where I am now. I just take things as they come. 
I really believe in the effectiveness of injury simulation and 
would like to find a way to make that more available to athletic 
trainers and coaches that are typically working alone without the 
resources like the NFL has,” she said. 

And to the current Attica students who, like her prior to her 
junior year of high school, might not know what they want to do 
after graduation, Shaw’s advice is simple.  

“Find what you prioritize in life and keep that main thing the 
main thing. Your educational path, career choice and family life 
will fall into place,” she said. “You can make a difference no 
matter your age, your financial status or level of education if you 
always stay humble and kind.” 

Photo courtesy of Amanda Shaw
Amanda Shaw tends to a Pavilion Central Schools 
athlete. Shaw has been the district’s athletic trainer for 
more than a decade

Photo courtesy 
of Amanda 
Shaw
2006 Attica 
alumna Amanda 
Shaw, in red, 
helps lead a 
training at 
Sports Medicine 
Concepts in 
Avon, where 
she works as 
a program 
coordinator 
and clinical 
instructor. 
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Members of the Mighty Marching Blue Devils traveled to Orlando, Fla., over Winter Recess. Our student musicians gave 
two performances down south - one at Icon Park and the other at Universal Studios. In between, students explored the city’s 
famous theme parks, hit the beach and celebrated New Year’s Eve.

 BLUE DEVILS TAKE ORLANDO 

Scan the QR code 
using the camera app 
on your smartphone 
to see our marching 
band’s performance 
at Icon Park.

18



‘THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG’ GOES 
RIGHT!
Our High School Drama Club kept audience members in stitches during three performances of “The Play That Goes 
Wrong” earlier this month. The show within a show production sees members of the Cornley University Drama Society 
putting on a production of “The Murder at Haversham Manor” as they navigate broken sets, forgotten lines and an 
overzealous stage manager. 

A WORTHY CAUSE
A handful of our elementary school students traveled to Pembroke 
Central Schools in February to present a check for $800 to the 
district’s varsity girls basketball team at their 12th annual Shoot 
for a Cure charity basketball game.

Our students raised the money in the course of a few weeks by 
organizing a coin drive at the elementary school.

All in, Pembroke’s Shoot for a Cure event raised more than 
$25,000, all of which will be donated to Roswell Park, a 
comprehensive cancer care center in downtown Buffalo.

We are so incredibly proud of all our students whose hard work 
and generosity made such a sizable donation possible.

You are all rock stars!
Photo courtesy of Sherry Bennett
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On the map: 

STUDENTS PUT ORIENTEERING SKILLS TO THE TEST
Students in Alison Zybczynski’s accelerated earth science class 
and Jenna Linsey’s local outdoor sciences elective put their 
orienteering skills to the test during a field trip to the Genesee 
County Park and Forest in East Bethany at the end of January. 

Shannon Lyaski, conservation education program coordinator 
at the park’s Interpretive Nature Center, led students in a 
quick lesson on orienteering, the practice of successfully 
traversing unfamiliar terrain using a map. 

After the crash course, students were broken into groups, given 
a map marked with a handful of locations known as control 
points marked by orange and white flags and tasked with 
finding as many as they could within the park’s 430 acres.

Our students did a great job tracking down control points 
and kept the wipeouts to a minimum, even with all the fresh-
fallen snow! 

Many thanks to Shannon Lyaski for teaching our students 
about orienteering and to ACORNS, the Association for 
the Conservation of Recreational and Natural Spaces, 
a non-profit that supports the park and its educational 
programming, whose volunteers accompanied our student 
groups through the park. 


