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Dear Willingboro Family, 

In July 2018, the Willingboro Board of Education adopted revisions to its Regulation on the Grading System 

(2624) to reflect the significant educational reforms over the last few years, influenced by the latest research and 

practice, in the areas of grading and assessment.  Our latest set of revisions reflect a modernized, simplified grading 

system.  To share these revisions with the WPS community, there were numerous presentations made at WPS BOE 

meetings, along with follow-up presentations to both parents and district staff.  Additional follow-up presentations will 

be made throughout the course of the school year.    

In a healthy district grading system, a strong correlation between external measures (outside assessments) and 

internal measures (grades) should exist.  The new grading regulations are designed to do just that.  Parents will be 

provided with an accurate and meaningful picture of their child’s proficiency level in a given subject through the 

following revisions:  

 

1. Grade averages in each course will flow, rather than reset in the next Marking Period, to ensure the 

representation of a completed journey. We believe that learning represents a journey in understanding from start 

(September) to finish (June).  As such, we do not believe in resetting a student’s grade every marking period and then 

averaging the four together to receive one final grade.  We expect students to progress in their learning as the year goes 

on and we want a final grade to accurately reflect where the student is at that moment in time, rather than averaging 

together mistakes that may have been made in the past.   

 

2. The number of assessments per school year will be significantly reduced. Moving forward, students in Grades 

5-12 will take a maximum of 8 summative assessments per course per year.  We are confident that this reduction in 

testing will benefit our students in the long run and will allow them proper time to explore and investigate topics in 

much greater depth without having to stop to take an assessment every week. 
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3. Stronger emphasis is now placed on student results on summative work in grade calculations, i.e., the 

evaluation of student learning through an assessment or performance at the mid-point or end of an instructional 

unit by comparing it against the standards.  This emphasis increases by grade/age level.  Conversely, minimal 

emphasis is now placed on student results on formative work in grade calculations, i.e., the monitoring of learning 

through homework, quizzes and classwork, to provide feedback used by instructors to improve teaching and by students 

to improve learning. This emphasis decreases by grade/age level.  Homework and classwork still play a valuable role 

in teaching and learning.  They are assigned at least once per week in all Math, ELA, Science and Social Studies 

classes.  

 

For 2018-19, the specific grading breakdowns are as follows: 

Category Grades 1-4 Grades 5-12 

Summative Work: Benchmark Assessments  

& Performance Assessments 

40% for the year  

(10% per assessment) 

80% for the year 

(10% per assessment) 

Quizzes 25% for the year 10% for the year 

Classwork 25% for the year 5% for the year 

Homework 10% for the year 5% for the year 

 

As you can see, few changes were made to the grading breakdowns in Grades 1-4.  This is because next year, 

beginning in September 2019, WPS will be moving towards standard-based report cards in Grades 1-4.  Doing so 

guarantees a detailed picture of specific student proficiencies in each subject area for all parents/guardians.  Standard-

based report cards are already utilized in Grades Pre K and Kindergarten, and we want to extend this successful practice 

to all elementary school students.  Beginning in September 2019, the district will also include competencies in 

behavioral areas such as worth ethic, collaboration, and resiliency on report cards, as they play a vital role in developing 

the whole child.   

We thank you for taking the time to read through this information carefully.  Please be on the lookout for future 

curriculum-related events as the school year progresses. 

 

Respectfully, 

Ron Zalika 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

Willingboro Township Public Schools 

rzalika@wboe.net 


