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Welcome to Central! 
New Staff Members Bring Fresh Faces to CMS 

We have had a fantastic 

start to school!  Our focus 

has been on student pro-

cedures and engagement.  

We strive to make every 

minute productive.  Dress 

code and wearing of ID’s 

has been going great this 

year as well.  Thank you 

very much for helping 

make this an awesome 

start to the school year.   

I would like to remind 

you about the importance 

of student attendance.  

Regular attendance at 

school is vital to help chil-

dren achieve and get the 

best possible start in life.   

Please remember that 

absences are verified by a 

doctor’s note, funeral, or 

court appearance.  Any 

absence not verified (even 

if you call in) will go to-

ward his/her absence 

count.  A student who has 

more than 10 unverified 

absences per semester 

can cause him/her to not 

get credit for that semes-

ter.  CMS will work with 

you to help your child be 

successful at school.  By 

making your child's 

school attendance a prior-

ity, you will be taking an 

important step in sup-

porting your child's school 

success, and setting a 

good example.  Remem-

ber every day counts!   

Campus Portal allows 

you to see your student’s 

grades and attendance.  

It is a great tool to keep 

informed about the daily 

progress your child is 

making.  Parents receive 

their Campus Portal Acti-

vation Key through the 

messenger via e-mail 

every Friday.  If you can-

not login to Campus Por-

tal or have not received 

an email, please call the 

school for assistance.   

Thank you for all you do 

for your students and to 

support CMS.  Please call 

or come by with any ques-

tions or just to see how 

your child is doing.  CMS 

wants to be a team with 

parents to help every 

child succeed and grow 

into a responsible, ca-

reer-bound citizen.   

Sincerely,  

Blake Thomas     

Cougar Tracks 
Welcome Back! 
From the Principal’s Desk 

Congratulations to our 
September Support Staff 

of the Month: 

Caresse Smadi 

CC, our West Hall Custodian, goes 

above and beyond. Our hall and 

room is always clean and desks 

straightened. CC goes the extra 

distance to ensure that the room is 

spotless. If she finds supplies on the 

floor she will pick them up and 

label where she found them before 

leaving on the teacher's desk. She 

always asks if we need anything 

extra done. Her effort to maintain 

classroom and hallway cleanliness 

has really shown.  

Ce n t r a l  
Mi d d l e  
S c h o o l  
September 2018 

October 1 – Picture Day 

October 1-4 – Spirit Week 

Oct 1 – Monochromatic day – 

wear same color top to bottom 

(solid color tops) 

Oct 2 – Pink out day – wear 

pink for Cancer Awareness — 

Pep Rally 2:30 

Oct 3 – Hat day - $1 to wear a 

hat at school, proceeds go to 

Cancer Research 

Oct 4 – Sports day – wear sport 

jersey/shirt (bottoms in uni-

form) — Dance after school $3 

 

October 12 – Professional Day 

(no school for students) 

 

October 15 and 16 – Parent/

Teacher conferences 4-7 PM 

 

October 17-19 Fall Break  



Many CMS teachers 

and parents tireless-

ly volunteered their 

time this summer to 

brighten the sur-

roundings a bit in 

the student bath-

rooms. Check out 

their awesome work! 

It’s Time for Battle of the Books! 

CMS Bathrooms Get a Facelift Over the Summer 
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See Mrs. Webb in the Library or Ms. Long 

in N-10 for more information 

Read This Year’s  

Sequoyah Nominees! 

Art Classes Show Off Their Work 
The West Hall has some beautiful décor with the work Mr. Christian 

and Ms. Kirby’s Classes have done in the first month of school! 



sentence types, and mechanics. 

 

In Geography we will be studying the 

parts of a map and how to use them. 

Also we will be using latitude and lon-

gitude to find locations. 

 

Ms. Miller’s reading classes have been 

practicing procedures, setting up vocab-

ulary notebooks, and completing initial 

assessments for Reading Plus and 

Star. We have practiced using contest 

clues and will begin working on identi-

Our team has been working on many 

exciting new topics the past few 

weeks.  In Mrs. Forsythe’s class (ELA), 

students have been working on Parts of 

Speech (6th & 7th Grade), Verb Tenses 

(6th & 7th Grade), Subject Verb Agree-

ment (6th & 7th Graders), Deconstruct-

ing Prompts (8th Graders) and Writing 

Thesis Statements (8th Graders).  In 

Mr. Cunningham’s classes (Math), the 

students have been working on adding 

and subtracting integers with like and 

unlike signs and exponents.   In Mrs. 

Blackburn’s classes (6th & 7th Read-

ing), the students have been working 

on Genres (6th Grade) and Sub-Genres 

(7th Grade).  In Mrs. Hendrick’s classes 

(8th Reading), the students have been 

working on Genres and Primary/

Secondary Sources.  In Mr. Hughes’s 

Science classes (6th, 7th and 8th 

Grades), the students have been work-

ing on Scientific Method and the Prop-

erties of Matter.  In Mr. Hughes Social 

Studies Classes (6th & 7th Grades), the 

students have been working on the 

Tools of Geography.  Finally, in Ms. 

Russell’s Social Studies class (8th), the 

students have week working on New 

World Colonization and Settlement. 

fying fiction and nonfiction text.  The 

students have been doing a grand job, 

and I couldn’t be more proud of them. 

 

The young scientists are avidly learn-

ing about the scientific method, Lab 

safety and Independent and Dependent 

variables. We have already discovered 

the more drops of water fit on a penny 

then does coke. Next week we will be 

discovering the power of Alka-seltzer 

rockets! 

So far, ELA clas-

ses have been 

learning parts of 

speech, annotat-

ing texts, and 

discussing subject

-verb agree-

ment. Over the 

next few weeks, 

we will be build-

ing on these 

skills.  We will 

cover verb tense, 

Mr. Mietchen's class is learning the 

scientific method and experimental 

design. The next week will be focused 

on identifying independent variables, 

dependent variables and constants. 

After these skills are mastered, class 

focus will shift to measurement and 

metric conversions.  

Math class is excited to announce NEW 

textbooks! Each child will get a con-

sumable textbook that he/she will be 

using in class and at home for home-

work. Please talk to your child about 

being responsible for the textbook. Look 

for information coming home soon on 

how to use the online resources that are 

included with our textbooks. In Miss 

Long’s class, we just finished a section 

on understanding integers. Our next 

objective is prime and composite num-

bers we well as prime factorization.  

In Geography, we have been working 

on map skills. We are identifying loca-

tions using longitude and latitude. 

In Language Arts, we have been learn-

ing about verb tenses.  We will follow 

up with making sure that the subjects 

and verbs agree in sentences. 

Mrs. Mallett’s class is working on dis-

tinguishing between fiction and nonfic-

tion. We are being introduced to several 

different types of text. 

News from The 6th Grade Team That Must Not Be Named 

Highlights from Team Hippogriffs 

6th Grade Team Gryffindor Starting Off Strong 
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Team Hogwarts has started off the year 

smoothly with getting the hang of 7th 

grade pretty well! In Mrs. Shegog’s 

Geography classes, students will begin 

their semester-long project on Eastern 

Hemisphere countries that will culmi-

nate in a Parent Night sometime in 

November. Be on the lookout for more 

details on that! Mr. Neighbors’s Science 

classes are about to start their cross-

curricular unit with Geography over 

natural disasters. Our Math classes are 

moving on to working with fractions 

and rational/irrational numbers. Fol-

lowing that they will work with ratios 

and proportions with a review of PEM-

DAS thrown in there as well. Mr. Pat-

terson’s Language Arts students will 

continue to work on Parts of Speech for 

a bit. Next, they will move on to mis-

placed/dangling modifiers and different 

clauses found in sentences. Mrs. Mor-

lett’s Reading students will look at the 

parts of a story (Plot, Setting, Charac-

ters/Characterization, and Conflict) in 

different texts before moving on to 

starting to read The Boy in the Striped 

Pajamas. We ask that students remem-

ber to keep working toward our end of 

semester reward for good behavior and 

our award for 100% assignment com-

pletion in all classes. Please also re-

member to follow the school modified 

dress code.  

been reviewing map skills and land 

forms. Next month, we will begin work-

ing on a unit with our Science classes 

over natural disasters.  

 

Mr. Barker’s Language Arts Classes 

are identifying the subject in a sen-

tence, determining verb tense, and then 

deciding if the subject agrees with the 

verb. Next we will working on identify-

ing dependent and independent clauses 

and practicing the elements of writing.  

 

In Reading with Mrs. Anderson, we 

have been working on identifying genre 

and character traits. We will continue 

working with literary elements like 

setting, plot, conflict, and theme and 

reading more short stories before tak-

ing our first Reading Interim Assess-

ment (Benchmark) in late September or 

early October. 

Our year has started off wonderfully 

well. Students are following procedure, 

participating in class, and showing 

kindness to their classmates. 

 

Mr. Whitcomb’s Science class began 

August with the basics and that means 

the scientific method. This has set us 

up for success! We will be diving into 

chemistry in early September and then 

moving into climate and the weather 

cycle by the end of the month.  

 

In Ms. Leonard’s 7th Grade Pre-

Algebra classes, we have been review-

ing integer operations (addition, sub-

traction, multiplication, and division), 

absolute value, exponents, and order of 

operations. In September, we will be 

working with rational numbers, frac-

tion operations, proportional relation-

ships, unit rates, and transformations 

on a coordinate plane. Our future 

mathematicians are definitely enhanc-

ing their problem solving skills!  

 

In Geography with Mrs. Pool, we have 

7th Grade Team Hogwarts Happenings 

7th Grade Team Seekers Playing for Keeps! 
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Geography Bee Information 
 

Students participating in the Geography Bee will be selected by Geography teachers and letters will be sent 

home with information regarding the Bee this week. Practice in Mrs. Shegog’s room (W-13) will be every Tues-

day from 3:15-4:00pm starting on September 11th. Students must have their own transportation home. 

Military Child Club 

Important Dates: 
 

 October 4th - Bowling 

Night 1730 - 1900 @ Twin 

Oaks 

 October 13th and 14th - 

Spirit of Survival - can 

actively participate by 

registering @ 

http://www.spiritofsurviv

al.com We will be stuffing 

race bags the week prior 

to the events.  More infor-

mation to come. 

http://www.spiritofsurvival.com
http://www.spiritofsurvival.com


we will begin constructing informa-

tive essays and incorporating evi-

dence through paraphrasing and 

direct quotes. 

 

In United States history students are 

learning about the origins of our 

country. Beginning with the French 

and Indian War we will diving head 

8th Grade The Order of the Phoenix Ready to Learn 
first into the American Revolution. 

Along the way your student will 

learn about famous patriots, taxa-

tion, and the Articles of Confedera-

tion.  

 

In Math, we just finished up expo-

nent rules. We will begin writing 

numbers in scientific notation and 

standard form. Ask your child the 

difference between the two. The first 

interim assessment should be around 

the last week of September. Please 

make sure your children are doing 

what they need to do so they are suc-

cessful.  

 

In science we are working on SI sci-

entific method, and experimental 

research design. 

In Mr. Fleischman’s Reading Class, 

we will be getting started on some of 

the foundational reading standards 

which will be important for the rest 

of the school year. We will be reading 

a variety of texts, including short 

fiction stories and nonfiction informa-

tional texts, and breaking them down 

to understand literary elements and 

main ideas. Students will be exposed 

to a wide array of genres from au-

thors of many different backgrounds, 

so hopefully the readings will cater to 

each individual student in different 

ways. 

 

In English class we are currently 

working on reviewing past writing 

skills. Our focus so far has been on 

deconstructing writing prompts and 

creating effective thesis statements. 

Moving forward in the next month 

Like us on 

Facebook!  

Central Middle School Develops 

Tomorrow's Leaders. 

1201 NW Fort Sill Blvd. 

Lawton, OK  73507 

Phone: 580.355.8544 

Fax:580.585.6452 

E-mail: bthomas@lawtonps.org 

C e n t ra l  M i dd l e  S c h o o l  

Reading classes will begin examining fiction and nonfiction text to 

evaluate patterns of genre as well as analyzing literary elements. 

   

ELA classes are focusing on the writing process and will be analyz-

ing art prints and peanuts. We also celebrated National Toasted 

Marshmallow Day on August 30th. The Honors ELA Class will 

begin a Financial Literacy class enhancement in September. 

 

In US History we have just finished lecturing “Causes of the Ameri-

can Revolution” and we are starting to get into out new textbooks. 

8th Grade Team Marauders  

Expanding Their Education 

CMS is a Successful Title I School 

CMS Harry Potter Thematic  
Instruction 2018-19 

Each school year, CMS adopts a thematic instruction-
al unit which the faculty uses to incorporate and en-
hance student curriculum. Thematic instruction is the 
organization of a curriculum around macro "themes’ 
that integrates basic disciplines like reading, math, 
science, and social studies with the exploration of a 
broad subject. Thematic instruction encourages stu-
dent interest and demonstrates the interdisciplinary 
nature of learning. 


