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SCHNEIDER PREKINDERGARTEN TEAM EARNS GOLD DESIGNATION FROM ISBE  SEPTEMBER  2018 

 

The Illinois State Board of Education 

awarded the Blue Ridge Prekindergarten 

the GOLD Circle of Quality in the most 

recent evaluation of the program based 

on ExceleRate Illinois standards. 

Congratulations to the Schneider PreK 

Team! 

 

ExceleRate Illinois is the state’s quality 

recognition and improvement system for 

early learning and development 

programs. ExceleRate unifies all of the 

state’s early learning programs under a 

common set of high standards across 

multiple settings to provide families with 

important information about quality early 

learning programs in their community. 

 

ExceleRate Illinois is anchored by a set 

of standards that focus on early learning 

and development and places a high 

priority on instructional excellence, 

family services, staff qualifications, 

professional development, and program 

administration. Central to its design is the 

recognition of multiple forms of evidence 

to meet the universal standards. For 

Preschool programs, evidence is obtained 

through the monitoring visits conducted 

through ISBE. 

 

To learn more about ExceleRate Illinois, 

including the specific requirements for 

each Circle of Quality, visit  

www.excelerateillinoisproviders.com. A 

website that provides parents and 

families with information in making early 

care and education decisions can be 

found at www.excelerateillinois.com. 

  

 
Upcoming Events 
9/20 Schneider Open House/Book 

Fair/Health & Safety Fair, 6-8 p.m./ 

9/21 Progress Reports go home 

9/24 School Improvement Day – NO 

SCHOOL 

10/5 Teacher Institute Day – NO 

SCHOOL 

10/9 Columbus Day Holiday – NO 

SCHOOL 

10/8-12 Homecoming Week 

10/12 Knight Walk, 9:30 a.m.; 

Homecoming Parade, 2 pm 

10/17 Board of Education Meeting, 7 

p.m. in BRHS Library 

10/19 End of 1st Quarter

 

 

 

BR PREK Team Earns GOLD Designation from ISBE 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Melissa Ward for being named Teacher of the Week 

in the News-Gazette. BR Teachers Rock! See article at http://5il.co/4xmn 

 

http://www.excelerateillinoisproviders.com/
http://www.excelerateillinois.com/
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4H After School 

Programming is 

Coming to Blue 

Ridge! 

We are excited to announce that the University of 

Illinois Extension in DeWitt County is collaborating 

with Blue Ridge to bring hands-on after school 

programming to students in Kindergarten through 8th 

grade!  

 

Classes for kindergarten through 5th grade will be held 

at Schneider Elementary School on Wednesdays from 

3:30-4:45, and will run between five and six weeks. 

Cost will only be $15 per five or six-week class. Topics 

include Agademics, Art Club, STEM, and Farm to 

Table. Watch for registration information to come 

home with your child! 

 

Sixth through 8th grade students will be invited to join 

the new STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Art, and Mathematics) Club. Sessions will be held at 

BRIJHS on Thursdays from 3:15-5:15, with busing 

available at 5:30. Sessions will run five weeks. Students 

will pay a once per year 4H registration fee of $20 and 

$10 for each five-week session they attend. Topics for 

this year include Food Challenge, Code Your World, 

and Breakerspace Art. Additional topic(s) will be based 

on student interest. 

 

Flyers have been sent home for the sessions that begin 

at the end of September. See the K-5th grade flyer and 

the 6th-8th grade flyer here. More information will be 

sent home as additional sessions are announced.  

Have questions? Please contact the office of your 

child’s school. We can’t wait for you to experience 

these activities with us! 

Parent Academy Redesign!  
 

Are you hearing about design challenges recently? With 

technology changing our world at a fast pace, we often 

find ourselves trying to make better products, more 

economical designs, or faster 

processes. Well, Blue Ridge is 

no different! We want to design 

our Parent Academies with 

your needs in mind. Knowing 

that a child’s learning 

experience can be greatly 

enriched when teachers and 

families work together as a team, we are building two 

Parent Academies where teachers and families can do 

just that, learn and play together!  

 

Created as a complement for our after school K-8th 

grade 4H activities, we will have two evening events, 

with a meal available, that will include some fantastic 

challenges for teachers, parents, and students to 

complete together. For example, have you watched the 

television show Chopped? For our version, you may 

receive a basket of healthy ingredients, and be 

challenged to work with your child to create a dessert 

together! Yum! 

 

Our first evening event, Healthy Food Dessert 

Challenge, will happen on Wednesday, November 7, at 

Schneider Elementary with dinner at 6pm and the 

activity at 6:30 pm. Mark your calendar now and be on 

the look-out for more information, including how to 

RSVP. Will you be CHOPPED??  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Blue Ridge Job Openings 

 High School Biology Teacher 

 High School Special Education Teacher 

 Individual Paraprofessional, Schneider School  

 Substitute bus drivers, teachers, and teaching 

assistants 

Call 309-928-9141 if interested. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=9e03e7e547&view=att&th=165c4fd91a20bb06&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=9e03e7e547&view=att&th=165d41fe6bca38e2&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
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IRTA Grant Awarded to Barbie 

Burns 
Congratulation to Barbie Burns!  She is a second grade teacher at 

Schneider Elementary that was recently recognized and awarded a 

$500 grant from the Illinois Retired Teachers Association.  Barbie is 

a dedicated educator who puts in countless hours creating excellent 

learning opportunities for her students. 

 

************************************************* 

Improving student attendance is an essential, cost-effective, but 

too often overlooked strategy for ensuring our students are on-

track to learn and succeed. Nationwide, as many as 1 out of 7 

students are chronically absent (miss an average of 2 or more 

days per month). Chronic absence is a leading, early warning 

indicator of academic trouble. Working together, we can give our 

students the strongest educational opportunities for success. It 

starts with good attendance at school! 

Good attendance helps children do well in school and eventually in the workplace. Good attendance matters 

for school success, starting as early as PreK and throughout elementary school. By middle and high school, poor 

attendance is a leading indicator of dropout. Absences represent lost opportunity to learn in the classroom. 

Students are at academic risk if they miss 10% or more of the school year, or about 18 days/year.  Once too 

many absences occur, they can affect learning, regardless of whether absences are excused or unexcused. Sporadic, 

not just consecutive, absences matter. Before you know it, just missing 2 or more days each month can add up to 

missing 18 school days or more than 3 weeks of school time. 

Everyone can make a difference by building awareness that going to school every day and preventing 

absences whenever possible are vital for student success. Some absences are unavoidable, for example due to 

serious or a contagious illness. But some absences may be preventable by, for example, helping families resolve 

transportation challenges. Reducing chronic absence is essential to helping all students and families realize their 

hopes and dreams for academic success and opportunity. 

************************************************* 

Safe Route To School Grant – Meeting on Oct. 17, 6 p.m. 
The City of Farmer City is writing a “Safe Route to Schools” grant. The grant would potentially provide funds for 

sidewalk improvements near the FC campus. They need to hold a public meeting and plan to do so at 6 p.m. in the 

Schneider Cafeteria, prior to the Oct. 17 School Board meeting. Plan now to come and give your input! 
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Partial List of Actions Sept. 

19, 2018 School Board 

Meeting 
The Blue Ridge Board of Education met on Wednesday, 

September 19, 2018. Following is a partial list of actions 

taken at the meeting. 

 Hired the following individuals for 2018-19: 

o Arnold Goddard, Bus Driver 

o Lindsay Wilkinson, PreK Parent Co-

Coordinator 

o Jessi Watterson, Individual Paraprofessional 

o Coaches: Chuck Arnold, HS Asst. Boys 

Basketball; Ross Harden, JH Asst. Boys 

Basketball; Sam Barton, JH Asst. Track; Megan Hardesty, K-8 

Yearbook 

 Adopted district budget for 2018-19. Details at http://5il.co/4fgc  

 Amy Ensign, representative from the American Heart Association 

honored Stephen Krominga and Ethan Hanson for their work with Jump 

Rope for Heart. Last year, Schneider students raised $11,559 and 

BRIJHS students raised $3,019. Since 2015, BR students have raised 

over $51,000!! Truly amazing for a school district our size. This coming 

year the program will take on a new name, “Kids Heart Challenge” and 

the focus will grow to include physical and emotional health and well-

being. We are truly proud of our students’ accomplishments! 

 Pam Davis, Alternative Education teacher for BRHS, reported to the 

Board on the program’s impact on BR Students. 39 students benefitted 

from the program last year: 8 full time and the remainder for credit 

recovery or to take classes when they had a scheduling conflict. 88 

courses were completed – all with Cs or better, and 3 of the 4 seniors 

enrolled full time graduated! 

 Mr. Lawrence provided information on the summer BRIDGE program for 

incoming freshmen. Nine students took part. Curriculum coordinator, Hillary Stanifer, worked with faculty 

to provide increased math support to these students. All, but 2, are doing well in classes thus far. 

Fall Safety Team Meeting 

Each year the District convenes two formal meetings to review safety and security plans, and coordinate efforts 

with area police, fire, and emergency personnel. The Fall meeting of the Safety Team was held on Tuesday, 

September 11, 2018.  

Items of note:  

 District personnel who were hired after October 2015 will receive in-depth training on the ALICE system 

used in emergencies. School Resource Office, Lara Davis, is planning the training. This training is in 

addition to the routine review of the procedures with district personnel and drills.  

 The district conducts all-district evacuation drills every two years. The most recent drill was last year, so 

the next one will be held in 2019-2020. Parents will be notified and provided information closer to the date.  

American Heart Association rep., Amy Ensign (center) honors 

Stephen Krominga (l) and Ethan Hanson (r) for organizing and 

motivating our students to raise funds for Jump Rope for Heart. 

Pam Davis presents to the Board 

on the impact of the BRHS 

Alternative Education Program 

http://5il.co/4fgc
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Memorial Plaza Planning Committee 
A committee has been formed to develop a plan for a Memorial Plaza at the entrance to the BRHS Football Field. 

The Plaza is intended to honor the history of all of the schools that went into making up the current school district, 

and to highlight and enhance the Rittenhouse Memorial Arch so that it’s significance is remembered. We have 

limestone signs from some of the old schools and plan to incorporate them into the design. We also hope to fix 

some other issues, such as restrooms closer to the field and drainage.  

Students in the BRHS Ag/Horticulture program have developed preliminary plans and will be working with the 

committee to develop a final concept. We will make those plans available to the public for input. Committee 

members include Mary Kay Hammer, Joyce Wells, Bart Lytel, Bob Zimmerman, Donna Wolf-Roberts, Lois 

Adams, Jane Smith, Evan Miles, and Susan Wilson. Shirley Rittenhouse was unable to serve on the committee, but 

will be included in the discussion and approval of any plans put forward.   

In a related note, an exploratory committee has formed to look into installing an all-weather track. We will 

coordinate efforts between the plaza and track projects. If you or someone you know would like to help with either 

project or donate funds, contact swilson@blueridge18.org or 309-928-9141. 

News from Schneider School 
Open House - September 20th is our annual Open House/Health 

and Safety Fair/Book Fair from 6-8 p.m.  This is an opportunity for 

students and families to visit classrooms and see what community 

resources are available to our families.  

  

Knight Walk - The Knight Walk will take place October 12th at 

9:30 a.m. in Mansfield.  This is a great wellness activity for our 

students as well as our building’s primary fundraiser.  We hope to 

see everyone there to support our students!   

  

PBIS Kickoff Assembly – Schneider school held a PBIS Kickoff 

Assembly on September 3rd.  This included a variety of 

information related to our Respect rules, PBIS program, and 

Respect skit.  The BRHS Thespian Troupe created and performed 

an original Respect skit, which modeled examples and non-

examples of appropriate behaviors for our Schneider students.   

  

Behavior: Great start!  98% of students are ticket free!   

  

Spirit Friday at Schneider School! BRHS athletes 

greeted the elementary students as they arrived at 

school on Sept. 14, 2018. 

Annual PBIS Kick-Off 

Assembly – singing the 

RESPECT song and an 

original skit by the  

BRHS Thespian Troupe 

mailto:swilson@blueridge18.org
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News from Blue Ridge 

Intermediate & Junior High 
 BRIJHS is hosting 5 clinical students from ISU 

this fall. These students are spending time in the 

5th and 6th grade classrooms observing, working 

with students, and assisting teachers. We are 

thankful to be able to do our part to help develop 

future teachers in the state of Illinois. 

 On Friday, September 7, the IESA held their 

first ever Student Leadership Conference. 

BRIJHS Athletic Director Stephen Krominga 

took four students to participate: Gracie Shaffer, 

Dylan Coffey, Riley Pruitt, and Annabell 

Johnson. The students participated in various 

learning activities including how to be an upstander, 

responsibility, leadership, and what to do if they 

witness hazing. 

 Attendance: We began our perfect attendance 

treats for each month. Treats for perfect 

attendance will provided by the kitchen staff 

again this school year. We have met with our 

new Truancy Liaison from the ROE.  

 Behavior: There were 7 discipline referrals this 

month. Restorative Practices has been 

implemented in all classrooms.   

 

  

IESA Student Leadership Conference 

Participants: Riley Pruitt, Gracie Shaffer, 

Annabell Johnson, and Dylan Coffey 
 

Thank you to parent Annette Warsaw for 

creating locker decorations with a positive 

message for every student at BRIJHS! 

 

The new wall pads are in and installed. 

Thank you to Boosters and Gibson 

Area Hospital for funding this project. 
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News from Blue Ridge High School 
Wall of Fame Nominations: Nominations are being accepted for this year’s Wall of Fame Candidate.  Please send 

all Nominations to Mr. Lawrence at the High School Office. 

 

CEO Program Update: Steps are being taken to participate in the CEO Program Next Fall.  Our potential 

students will be selected from the Current Junior Class. 

 

Attendance:  There are 235 Students currently enrolled at Blue Ridge High School. The Average Daily 

Attendance from August 22, 2018 through September 11, 2018 was 218.4 or 92.9%. BRHS is working with the 

Regional Office of Education and the Truancy Officer to decrease the number of Chronic Absentees.  

 

Behavior:   From August 22, 2018 through September 12, 2018 the High School has had NO Out of School 

Suspensions; 9 Disciplinary Infractions by 9 Students; 226 Students with No Disciplinary Infractions, 96% of the 

Student Body. 

 

Extracurriculars:  

 Avery Fisher was named August 30th News Gazette Athlete of the Week. 

 Congratulations to the Volleyball Team for Placing 2nd at the Blue Ridge Invitational on August 25th; and 

Finishing 4th at the Lutheran School Association Tournament on September 8th. Hannah Brackenhoff, 

Avery Fisher, and Polly Reynolds were named All-Tournament Team at the Blue Ridge Volleyball 

Invitational. Hannah Brackenhoff and Polly Reynolds were named All-Tournament Team at the Lutheran 

School Association Volleyball Tournament. 

 Athletes of the Month for August:  Courtney Reynolds in Cheerleading, Brady Massengale in Football, 

Macy Baird and Aaron Jayne in Golf, Abby Bolen in Soccer, and Avery Fisher in Volleyball. 

 Congratulations to the Boys Varsity Golf Team for Winning 3rd Place at the Tuscola Invitational 

 

Congratulations to Ellie Paulsrud for Achieving Gold Level in the 

National Proficiency process! 
Upon winning the State Proficiency Area of Goat Production with her SAE in 

March, FFA member Ellie Paulsrud had the opportunity to compete at the national 

level. Over the summer Ellie completed the demanding National Proficiency 

Application for the chance of becoming a National Finalist in the area of Goat 

Production, and in August it was announced that she had received a Gold Rating at 

the National Level. This is the highest rating below being a National Finalist and 

we are proud of the hard work she has put in her SAE to receive this recognition.   
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Congratulations to Marty Price for 

200 wins in 13 seasons as BRHS 

Soccer Coach! 
Blue Ridge defeated Warrensburg-Latham 3 to 2. Scoring for 

the Knights was Colin Magenheimer and Troyer Gilman. They 

were assisted by Victor Reynolds. Bradley Flannell 1 one save 

on the night and Lane Nichols had 2 saves for the 

Knights! Marty is shown here (on the right) with fellow coach 

Todd Crowley. Way to represent! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRICT 


