
Alright folks, we are knee 
deep into winter and still 
haven’t been the target of 
a significant snow storm, 
last weekend doesn’t 
count. It looks like January 
will come and go without a 
“Snow Day”, but watch out 
because February has not 
been as kind over the past 
couple of years. Although 
February is a short, sneaky 
kind of month, we have 
seen multiple disrupted 
weather days in the 
month. Make no mistake, I 
am not making a predic-
tion! Even the forecasters 
can get it right but half 
the time; maybe I’m miss-
ing the mark. Fingers are 
crossed that Old Man Win-
ter misses the mark up 
here in Northwest Missouri 
too!  

Are you prepared? Don’t 
hesitate to let any of the 
offices in the district know 
how we can assist you in 
your efforts to connect 
with the schools via our 
Textcaster system, Spoof-
hound Mobile. If you are 
signed up, you should be 
receiving texts with infor-
mation about your child’s 
building, bussing, etc. This 
is a helpful tool in making 
you weather aware con-
cerning closures and de-
lays. This is also an im-
portant time to discuss Al-

ternative Methods of In-
struction, or AMI. AMI 
occurs after several 
“traditional” snow days and 
encourages students to 
interact with the curricu-
lum remotely during a 
weather closure. If AMI is 
utilized by the district, 
building administration and 
classroom teachers will 
make you well 
aware. Teachers have pro-
duced Choice Boards that 
are full of learning oppor-
tunities that may or may 
not include technology, giv-
ing you the freedom to put 
your child to work even if 
you don’t have a 
(technology) device at 
home. If AMI is called for 
and we have enough stu-
dent participation, the dis-
trict can consider that a 
day of school and would 
not have to plan to make it 
up elsewhere in the calen-
dar. Maryville R-II is com-
mitted to only using AMI 
if absolutely necessary. 

In February I also like to 
mention our before and 
after school program, G.O. 
(Growing Opportuni-
ties). G.O. is a latchkey 
program that operates 
within the confines of Eu-
gene Field and Maryville 
Early Childhood Cen-
ter. Mrs. Kassie Murphy is 
the site director, running 

daily operations. G.O. is 
staffed by Northwest 
Missouri State students, 
many of which are already 
in the college of educa-
tion. Not only does G.O. 
provide reliable and af-
fordable child care, it al-
so offers high quality tu-
toring, targeting specific 
skill deficits in the areas 
of reading and math. All 
tutoring classes are 
taught by certified 
teachers. If you could 
benefit from enrolling 
your child, don’t hesitate 
to reach out to Mrs. Mur-
phy at EFES. 

Thanks for taking the 
time to read this edition 
of the Spoofhound Her-
ald. Reach out to our 
school if we can be of as-
sistance in any way! 

Connecting YOU to Hound 
Nation, 

Philip Pohren, Principal 

From the Office of the Principal 

January 30, 2023 

Spoofhound Herald 

Eugene Field 
Elementary School 

Upcoming 
Events: 
• Monday, Feb. 6

-Friday, Feb.10 
– Preschool Reg. 
@ MECC 

• Monday, Feb. 
13– Staff Devel-
opment Day– No 
School  

• Monday, Feb. 
20– Presidents’ 
Day– No School  

 

Looking ahead: 

-Monday, March 13– 
Staff Development 
Day, No School 

-March Kindergarten      
Registration at 
MECC  
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https://my.textcaster.com/asa/Default.aspx?ID=2fe3fd59-4017-41da-993e-34c75ca08983
https://my.textcaster.com/asa/Default.aspx?ID=2fe3fd59-4017-41da-993e-34c75ca08983


Can you believe that it is already Feb-
ruary? We hope that you have enjoyed 
2023 so far! Tutoring has started back 
up and we continue to add new faces to 
our tutoring program. If your child is 
in the tutoring program, please be sure 
your child attends GO on their sched-
uled tutoring days.  

  This month we want to discuss our 
mobile library program with our fami-
lies as we have many new faces. For 
the past four years we have partnered 
with Maryville Public Library to offer a 
mobile library to our GO students. 
Every Thursday starting at 3:15PM, 
Mrs. Argo brings books to EFES for 
our GO students to check in/out.  For 
those who participated in the mobile 
library last year, MPL has made a 
change in the process for checking out 
books. Thanks to a federal ARPA grant 
from our Nodaway County Commission, 
this year we’re able to provide library 
card registration at EFES and provide 
a greater selection of books both re-
motely and in-house at the Public Li-
brary to all kids in the county. At no 
cost to parents, all kids participating 
in the mobile library will be required 
to have a library card to check out 
books when Mrs. Argo visits. To get 
your child’s library card, please fill out 
the form sent home from GO, or online 
at https://forms.gle/
vtjVSJ3f4z2bQgUL6. 

Thank you for filling out the parent 
surveys! If you have not yet done so, 
please do. Students will also be filling 
out surveys here at GO, if you would 
prefer they not participate please let 
us know.  
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Growing Opportunities Speedy Spoofhound 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - April 29, 2023                                  

8am - Fun Run  &  8:15am - 5K                            
LOTS of information and incentives to come in the 
near future!! You do NOT want to miss out on this 
awesome event!!          

BUTTTTTTT....... You don’t have to be a runner to be 
part of the festivities on race day! We are in need of 
volunteers for many positions necessary to make the 
Speedy Spoofhound Run a success! If interested in 
volunteering, please email Erika Jeter at 
jeter@maryviller2.com or call 562-3233. All volun-
teers will receive a Speedy Spoofhound t-shirt!                                                       
We need YOU on race day - the only question you 
have to ask yourself is are you participating or volun-
teering?  

 

 

News from the Library:  
Happy New Year Families! 

I hope 2023 includes plans of reading... 
Research shows that any and all types of 
reading counts!  

Students have been working hard to choose books to 
fit their needs/goals/interests. Most of our chapter 
books have AR information (Grade level, point value and 
quiz number) included just inside the book. Most pic-
ture books have a value of 0.5 and might be just what 
the student needs to feel a sense of accomplishment. 
Graphic novels are often not as high in point value, 
but keep students' interest due to short text and col-
orful pictures. These can really help a reluctant reader 
find excitement in reading. 

Wishing you a warm and wonderful winter!               
Read EVERY day! 

~Mrs. Sullivan. EFES Librarian 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-37F7RZ4D0m4aWF2noVamPu2GTzJoP-DkOXApAWkGuMEcsA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-37F7RZ4D0m4aWF2noVamPu2GTzJoP-DkOXApAWkGuMEcsA/viewform
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Alternative Methods of Instruction 
This year, Maryville R-II has been approved by the  

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to pro- 

vide Alternative Methods of Instruction (AMI) when nec- 

essary. This plan exempts the district from rescheduling 

up to 36 hours of time lost due to exceptional or emer- 

gency circumstances, including but not limited to inclem- 

ent weather, utility outages, or pandemic. AMI allows us 

to count a day for attendance, even if students are not in 

the building. If there is inclement weather, we may cancel 

school OR have an “AMI Day” where staff and students 

stay home but deliver/receive instruction/activities 

online. On an AMI day, students at EFES are expected to 

utilize their “Choice Board” for activities/assignments (be 

checking those backpacks), and MECC students/families 

are expected to check their Seesaw/Remind apps. These 

activities can also be found via a button on the EFES 

Homepage - AMI Learning Activities from Home. School 

staff will post instruction, assignments, & activities by 

9:00am and be available for communication via 

email/Schoology throughout the day. Upon return to 

school following an AMI day, your child will be asked to 

share their work/progress with their classroom teacher. 

We will celebrate our 
100th day of 
school on    
Thursday,  

February 2nd!  

Nurse’s Corner 

As a reminder of our school policy, students are NOT allowed to bring medications to school in 
their backpacks. All medications must be brought to school by a parent/guardian and delivered 
to the school nurse.  Along with this, a Medication Administration Form must be completed be-
fore any medication(s) will be administered at school. The very first dose of any medication 
will not be given at school. Please contact the nurse’s office at 660-671-1520 if you need to 
schedule a time before or after school hours for medication drop off/pick up. 
 
Please update Nurse Ramsey regarding medical changes (diagnosis/medications) throughout 
the school year. Even if medications do not need to be given at school during school hours, it is 
important that we stay current on your child’s health in case of an emergency. 
 
If your child is experiencing any of the following symptoms: fever (> 100.4), vomiting, diar-
rhea, headache, stomachache, cough, sore throat, congestion, and/or shortness of breath, 
please keep them home to monitor. If your child has vomiting, diarrhea, or a fever >100.4, they 
should remain home for 24 hours until symptom free without any fever reducing medications.   
     

~ Nurse Ramsey, RN, BSN 
         (660)671-1520  

Valentine’s Day parties will 
be held Tuesday, February 
14 throughout the day.  We 
will celebrate with non-food     
related items.  We recog-
nize that Valentine’s Day is 
a day for flowers/gifts, but 
per our EFES handbook, we 
request that deliveries not 
be sent to 
school. Thank 
you!  
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Teacher Feature 

Mrs. Leanna Lightfoot is front and center for 
this month’s Teacher Feature. Mrs. Lightfoot 
is from the Kansas City area and returns to 
Maryville after attending Northwest Missouri 
State University years ago.  Mrs. Lightfoot is 
married to husband, Logan, and they have two 
children, Landry and Lyla.  In her spare time, 
Mrs. Lightfoot  enjoys traveling, trying new 
restaurants, and spending time with friends 
and family.  

 

Mrs. Lightfoot’s’ fun facts:  

Favorite food:  sushi  

Favorite children’s movie: Pippi Longstocking 

Favorite color: pink  

Why did you choose to be a teacher?  I love 
making relationships with my students and see-
ing them grow.  I love to bring my bit of the 
world to their level while also learning with 
them along the way.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

What Are “Sight Words” and Why Are 
They Important? 

Sight words are words that 
do not fit standard phonetic 

patterns and are therefore 
not easily decoded. In other 
words, they do not follow the 
rules. In fact, you may hear 
your student call them “cheater words”. These 
are words that teachers want students to 
learn by sight instead of having to sound them 
out or decode them. The, do, and was are ex-
amples of sight words because they contain 
letters that do not make the sound we usually 
think of being associated with that letter. 

The reason sight words are so important is be-
cause they are the words our students will see 
the most in books, articles, and documents. 
Knowing sight words helps students become 
faster, more fluent readers. In addition, 
knowing these words allows our children to fo-
cus on tougher words that require more de-
coding skills. 

There are MANY ways to practice sight 
words. One super easy way is to write each 
one on a separate note card or sticky note. 
Maybe only do 5 per week – whatever you feel 
is most appropriate for your child. Tape them 
up around your house, by the front door, on 
the refrigerator, on the wall by the bathroom 
sink, etc. Each time your child passes by that 
word, they high-five the word and say it. Then 
add another 5 the next week. 

“Sight Words” 
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Maryville Early Childhood Center 
 Laura Tobin ~ tobinl@maryviller2.com ~ 660-562-3937 

 418 East Second Street; Maryville, MO 64468 

 

 

 
Preschool Registration!! 

FEBRUARY 6-10 
Registration for 2023-2024 Preschool at the Maryville Early Childhood Center will be Monday 
through Friday, February 6th-10th at the Maryville Early Childhood Center, 418 East Second 
Street; between the hours of 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Children need to be at least three years of 
age before August 1, 2023, completely toilet trained, and participate in a developmental 
screening on March 13, 2023, to be eligible to attend preschool during the 2023-2024 school 
year. 

Our preschool program consists of a five-day a week, full day program. Opportunities for free 
preschool classrooms will continue to be available. Once the registration packet has been re-
turned to Mrs. Jones, an appointment will be made for the student to be screened on March 
13th. Placement in our preschool program is based on screening results, unless the child has at-
tended our preschool program during the 2022-2023 school year. Those students will automat-
ically be given a spot for the 2023-2024 school year and will not need to be re-screened.  The 
Maryville Early Childhood Center Preschool provides age-appropriate educational activities 
through instruction and play for children three through five years of age. 

The preschool teachers have been trained in the Emerging Language and Literacy Curriculum, 
which prepares preschoolers for success in Kindergarten by giving them a 
strong foundation in oral language and literacy. The curriculum addresses all 
developmental domains with theme-based units, children’s literature, and 
multisensory activities. Our integrated preschool experience creates an en-
gaging environment with activity and play-based learning. 

Please bring your child’s immunization records, birth certificate, and social 
security number with you to register. Please call Mrs. Karen Jones at the 
MECC school office with any questions at 660-562-3915. 
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Learning to Grow; Growing to Learn

418 East 2nd Street 
Maryville, MO  64468 

Eugene Field 
Elementary School 

1-660-562-3233 (phone) 
1-660-562-2735 (fax) 

Yearbooks!   
 

Don’t forget to order your 2022/2023 
EFES/MECC yearbook!  Yearbook or-
ders are online only through Jostens, 
by April 28th. The link to do this is: 

http://jostensyearbooks.com/?
REF=A09871143 

 

Follow us @: 

Eugene Field                     
Spoofhounds 

@EFESSpoofhounds 

efes_spoofhounds 
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Flashlight Math! 
Need: 

  -Deck of cards 

  -Flashlights for each player 

To Play: 

  -Deal out all cards to all play-
ers. 

  -Play according to grade/skill level: 

Pre K/Kindergarten: 

  *Each player turns over one card at a time. 
Players race to find the largest 

number. The player to shine their flashlight on 
the greater number first 

wins both cards! Variation: find the lower num-
ber 

1st: 

 *Use cards Ace through 6 only 

 *Play to target 10: each player turns over one 
card at a time. Players look at 

their card and the first to raise their flash-
light, saying how many more to 

make 10 wins both cards. Example: player 1 flips 
over a 4, player 2 flips over 

a 7. Player 2 raises their flashlight and says “6!” 
to make a ten. 

2nd: 

 *Use cards Ace through 6 for an easier ver-
sion, all cards for harder 

 *Each player turns over 2 cards at a time. The 
first player to shine their 

flashlight on their cards and say the sum wins 
all cards! Variation: subtract 

the smaller number from the bigger number. 

3rd and 4th: 

 *Use cards Ace through 6 for an easier ver-
sion, all cards for harder 

 *Each player turns over 2 cards at a time. The 
first player to shine their 

flashlight on their cards and say the product 
wins all cards! 

 

Handbook Highlights: 

Pets on Campus 
In accordance with School Board Policy 
ECG, animals are not allowed on campus 
unless they are to be used as a service 
animal, a therapy animal, or unless prior 
permission has been given through admin-
istration.  

http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A09871143
http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A09871143

