
The holidays are upon 
us!  This is by far one 
of the most magical 
times of the year for 
us in the school set-
ting!  If we could just 
mix in a bit of snow we 
will certainly have all 
the ingredients for a 
perfect holiday sea-
son.  There is little 
doubt that we are ex-
cited to celebrate all 
the goodness that 
comes with the month 
of December, but we 
do have a bit of busi-
ness that needs our 
attention first.  Stu-
dents will be partici-
pating in end of semes-
ter assessments in 
both math and read-
ing.  ReadyMath as-
sessment data and Re-
naissance results will 
guide our learning in 
the new (calendar) 
year.  Third and fourth 
graders are also as-
sessing using Evaluate, 
which is MAP-like and 
helps us prepare for 
state assessments lat-
er in April and May.     

Here are some im-
portant dates to con-
sider as we move 
through Decem-
ber.  First and fore-

most, we will be treat-
ed once again to music 
concerts that are to 
be held at the Per-
forming Arts Center, 
attached to Maryville 
High School!  The 
schedule is as follows - 
December 6th, 2nd & 
4th grade will perform 
at 5:30 and 6:30 re-
spectively.  Later in 
the week, December 
8th, it will be 1st & 
3rd graders perform-
ing at 5:30 and 6:30 
respectively. Through-
out the month expect 
some “fun” dress up 
days and the like.  On 
December 21st the 
district is planning an 
early out beginning at 
12:20 for Eugene 
Field.  All students will 
be fed prior to dismis-
sal.  This information 
will be shared in a va-
riety of ways over the 
next several weeks.  If 
you are not receiving 
texts, emails, notifica-
tions, etc. please reach 
out to our office for 
assistance (660-562-
3233).  The district 
will utilize these same 
methods of communi-
cation to make you 
weather aware (late 

starts, early outs, can-
cellations) when neces-
sary.   

Okay, get back to en-
joying the holiday sea-
son!  Whether you are 
taking time to partici-
pate in family tradi-
tions or busy creating 
new ones...don’t let the 
season pass you by.  As 
a reminder, school re-
leases at 12:20 on De-
cember 21st.  Then it 
is time for a well 
earned break.  Happy 
Holidays, and we will 
see you back at school 
on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 4, 2023.   

Happy Holidays! 

Connecting YOU to 
Hound Nation, 

Philip Pohren, Principal 

From the Office of the Principal 

Thursday, December 1 

Spoofhound Herald 
Eugene Field 
Elementary School 

Upcoming Events: 

• Tuesday, Dec. 6– 

2nd Grade music concert
– 5:30PM, PAC 

4th Grade music concert
– 6:30PM, PAC 

• Thursday, Dec. 8-  

 1st Grade music concert 
- 5:30PM, PAC 

3rd Grade music concert                  
– 6:30PM, PAC 

• Wednesday, Dec. 
21– Early Out– 
12:20PM, GO is op-
erating as normal 

• Thursday, Dec. 22-
Tuesday, Jan. 3– 
No School, Christmas 
Break  

• Wednesday, Jan. 4– 
School Resumes  

 

Coming Soon: 

Monday, January 16– No 
school, MLK Day  
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Spoofhound Herald 

Can you believe it is already December? The first semester has flown by! 
We had multiple activities during fall but now that it is winter, the GO 

staff is super excited for our December event! On December 20th, during 
GO we will have our 5th annual Polar Express day! The GO students will 
be able to wear their favorite Christmas pajamas 
and watch the Polar Express movie while munch-
ing on a mix of snacks and hot chocolate provid-

ed by GO. 

As a reminder, we will be offering after school care on scheduled early 
dismissals, as well as weather related dismissals. On Wednesday, Dec. 
21, we plan to have a relaxing day with Christmas movies, nap time for 

our younger students, snack time, and a few Christmas activities/games.  

Tutoring has been in full swing since October, with a few spots still avail-
able. If you would like your child to receive tutoring, please reach out to 

Mrs. Murphy or your child’s classroom teacher.  
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Growing Opportunities  

Make sure to keep up with our busy schedule by checking 
out the calendar of events on the wall across from the office.  
As always, please contact Site Director Kassie Murphy with 
any questions/concerns you may have. Our goal is to keep 

students engaged and safe in our after school program.  

December Schedule 

December 16th: Last day of tutoring until January 
9th 

December 20th: Polar Express Day 

December 21st: Early Dismissal @ 12:20PM (GO 
will be offered) 
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Does your child need a 
coat, stocking cap, or 
gloves for winter?  Give 
the nurse’s office a call 
and we will 
get your child 
outfitted!  

Teacher Features 

Eugene Field is blessed to welcome two new teach-
ers to our Second Grade team this year… making 
them this month’s teachers to feature.  Mrs. Ha-
ley Carter and Mrs. Makayla Greenland have some-
thing in common … they both recently got married! 
Mrs. Carter is from Unionville, MO, and came to us 
after teaching two years at West Nodaway.  Mrs. 
Greenland is from Ravenwood, MO, and she com-
pleted her student teaching experience last year 
with Mrs. Buholt in second grade.  We are blessed 
to have both of these ladies join our EFES family! 

 

Mrs. Carter’s favorites: 

Book: Click Clack Moo 

Sonic drink: Water with fresh strawberries 

Restaurant: Cheddar’s  

Hobbies: Crafting and taking my dogs on walks at 
Northwest  

An interesting fact about me: You will not find 
me at the swimming pool on hot summer days. I am 
not a fan of water. You can find me at Kool Kats 
though enjoying a cotton candy snow cone! 

 

Mrs. Greenland’s favorites: 

Children’s Book: Junie B. Jones 

Sonic drink: Cherry Limeade 

Foods: Pizza 

Hobbies: Shopping and Traveling  

Subject to teach: Writing 

Handbook Highlights: 
Health Information/Services  
A nurse is available during school 
hours. If a student should become ill 
or injured, the nurse will decide if the 
student should return to class, rest in 
the nurse’s office or whether the 
parent/guardian should be called. A 
student must be fever-free (< 100 de-
grees) without fever-reducing medi-
cine for 24 hours before returning to 
school. They must also be free of 
vomiting or diarrhea for 24 hours be-
fore returning to school. Please con-
tact the nurse if a child has or devel-
ops any type of health problem. Stu-
dents are to report accidents to the 
nurse or administrator's office. Medi-
cation at school should be kept to a 
minimum. All medications (including 
cough drops) brought to school MUST 
be in the nurse's office unless prior 
written consent forms have been 
signed by the parent/guardian. This 
includes inhalers for asthma. An Asth-
ma Action Plan will need to be com-
pleted if your child has asthma. These 
forms are available in the school of-
fice and on the district website. 



Happy Holidays! 

Here’s a gift of safety and peace of mind. If your chil-

dren like to game, create, read, learn, explore or post 

online, you may want to visit 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/.  This is a 

trusted site Miss Rolf (Computer Lab Teacher) and I 

(Mrs. Sullivan, Librarian) use for our classes, as part of 

our Digital Citizenship Lessons. Our goal is to inform 

the students and make them aware of choices they 

have when using online platforms and digital devices. 

There are guides to appropriate online games/sites, 

movies, books and more, including activities, advice 

and information. Wishing your families a safe and 

memorable holiday season! Remember to READ     

EVERY DAY!                                                                            

~Mrs. Sullivan, EFES/MECC Librarian 

Spoofhound Herald 

Fact Family Salute!  

News from the Library:  
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Need:                                                                                                                                                                                  
-One deck of cards Ace=1, King=0, Queen=12, Jack=11                                                                                             
-3 players                                                                                  

To Play: Two players are the “soldiers” and one player is the “general.” Deal half a deck to each 
soldier. To begin the game, both soldiers salute the general by holding one of their cards up to 
their forehead (they can’t see the card they’re holding but the other two players can, like the 
game Headbandz). 

The general (the only one who can see both cards) adds the two numbers together and says the 
sum aloud. Each soldier then takes that sum, subtracts the number her opponent is holding, and 
calls out the value of the card she can’t see. Whoever calls out the correct number first gets 
to keep both cards. Switch roles, having one of the “soldiers” be the “general” and play again. 
Switch with each play. Player with the most cards wins! 

This game is great for late Kindergarten, first and second graders, however cards may need to 
be limited to Ace through 5 for some children.  Third and fourth graders can modify by multi-
plying the numbers on the “soldiers” heads and calling out the product. 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/7-games-practice-math-
facts/  

Board of Education  
Candidate Filing  

Candidate filing for the April 2023 school board 

election begins on December 6, 2022, at 8:00 

a.m. and ends on December 27, 2022, at 5:00 

p.m.  District office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 

p.m.  District offices will be closed beginning at 

noon on December 21, 2022, through Decem-

ber 27, 2022.  On Tuesday, December 27, 2022, 

the Administration Building office will be open 

from 3:00 pm to 5:00 p.m. for candidate filing.  

With the cold temperatures upon us, 
front doors open at 7:30am. Please 
don’t drop students off prior to 
7:30.  

Arrival Time: 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/7-games-practice-math-facts/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/7-games-practice-math-facts/


Hour of Code 2022 
 

We live in a world surrounded by technology. We know that whatever field our 
students choose to go into as adults, their ability to succeed will increasingly 
depend on understanding how technology works. As part of computer class, 
students in grades K-4 will participate in The Hour of Code during Computer 
Science Education Week (December 5-11).   "The Hour of Code is designed to 
demystify code and show that computer science is not rocket science—
anybody can learn the basics," said Hadi Partovi, founder and CEO of 
Code.org. "Over 100 million students worldwide have tried an Hour of Code. 
The demand for relevant 21st-century computer science education crosses all 

borders and knows no boundaries."  For more information, please visit: code.org. 

The Hour of Code is a special week each year, however, it is not all that we do in computers to prac-
tice the basics of computer science.  We also use resources from Kodable, Code.org, Scratch, and 
CS First throughout the school year.  

 

Spoofhound Herald  Page 5 

https://code.org/
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Maryville Early Childhood Center  
418 E 2nd Street 

Maryville, MO 64468 

1-660-562-3915 (phone)  

MECC News from Mrs. Tobin  
This semester seems to be flying by and we have now shifted to COLD weather!  We do 
take the students outside for recess if the “feels like” temperature is 20 degrees or 
above. Please send warm coats, hats, and gloves with your child so they will be warm 
outside. If your child wears snow boots to school, please remember to send an extra 
pair of shoes to wear in class. If you haven’t already sent in a warm pair of extra cloth-
ing to keep at school, please do.  A lot of the extra clothing we have is short sleeves 
and shorts from the beginning of the school year so it is time for a new set!  

Holiday Fun  

There is something very special about Preschool and Kindergarten students’ excitement 
for the holidays. Our teachers have been planning many memorable, seasonal activities!  
The students will be celebrating with a Gingerbread theme. We are looking forward to 
doing many activities related to the theme in the coming weeks.  Be sure to check your 
SeeSaw app for important reminders and fun pictures!  Kindergarten students will also 
be having a “Santa’s Workshop” day on December 16. The students will be elves for the 
day by making gifts for their families and participating in special activities.  We en-
courage the students to “Elf themselves” or wear holiday themed clothing. It is sure to 
be a really FUN day! 

We wish you a safe, healthy and happy holiday season! 

 

~Mrs. Tobin  



FINE MOTOR FUN! 
-From Mrs. Lessman, Occupational Therapist 

1.  Create your own Christmas play dough 

  *1 cup of flour 

  *1/2 cup of salt 

  *1 tablespoon cream of tartar 

  *1 cup water 

  *1 tablespoon oil 

  *food coloring 

  *Glitter/shimmer (optional) 
 

First, mix the dry ingredients. Then add in the water and oil. Put ingredients in a pot on the 
stove and cook on med/low. Keep stirring until it starts to get sticky and it doesn’t look wet. 
Then put dough on a mat, let it sit for a minute and then knead it (CAREFUL-it will be warm!). 
Then you can add in whatever colors you want. 

 

**You can use Christmas cookie cutters to cut out the playdough 

 

2.   Christmas Sensory Bin- 

  *find an empty tote, large bowl, or any deep container 

  *add dry rice, macaroni, or any other pasta that is durable and can have items hidden under it 

  *add small Christmas items (bells, small ornaments, pompoms, etc.) to the pasta and hide       
 underneath it 

  *have the children use their hands to dig through the pasta to find the hidden items 

 

3.   Fill the Christmas Tree- use Duct tape to design a tree on the ground. (Make sure to 
test a small spot before using Duct tape to make sure it doesn’t ruin any of your floors). Then 
invite your child to use large blocks (like Mega blocks or Duplo blocks) to fill the tree. They can 
even stack them on top of each other to make a multiple layered tree! 

 

4.   Christmas Cutting Box- have children cut the following Christmas themed items 

  *ribbon 

  *wrapping paper 

  *tissue paper 

  *their homemade playdough 

  *pieces off Christmas bows 

 

 

** When children are completing fine motor activities, always encourage them to use a 
“working hand” and a “helper hand.” If one hand is writing, coloring or cutting, use the other 
hand to stabilize the paper, if one hand is stringing the bead, the other is pulling the bead 
through, etc. 
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Learning to Grow; Growing to Learn 

418 East 2nd Street 
Maryville, MO  64468 

Eugene Field 
Elementary School 

1-660-562-3233 (phone) 
1-660-562-2735 (fax) 
 

Follow us @: 

Eugene Field                     
Spoofhounds 

@EFESSpoofhounds 

efes_spoofhounds 

 

 

Our last day of classes before Winter 

Break is Wednesday, December 21, with 

an early release that day.  We will dismiss 

at 12:20PM.  GO will run as 

usual.  School will resume 

on Wednesday, January 

4th, 2023.  
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Tuesday, December 6 -                      
2nd Grade Performance at 5:30pm         
4th Grade Performance at 6:30pm 

Thursday, December 8 -                   
1st Grade Performance at 5:30pm  
3rd Grade Performance at 6:30pm 

 
All performances will be held at the Maryville 

High School Performing Arts Center.  

Lunch Calls:  
 
Parents: Automated 
calls will be made to 
families of students 
with lunch balances of 
$5.00 and below. The 
lunch status has no 
bearing on these calls. 
Thank you for keeping a 
positive lunch balance 
in your child’s account.  

Winter Concerts: 

Winter Break 


