
Arkansas Required Assessments 
 
The ACT Aspire end-of-year summative assessment will be used to assess all Arkansas 
public school students in grades 3-10 unless they qualify for an alternate 
assessment.  Each student will participate in English, reading, writing, math and science 
tests.   Refer to Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-15-419, 6-15-433, 6-15-2009.  
  

Quick Facts about ACT Aspire Summative Assessments 

 Required for all students in grades 3-10 

 Students are assessed in English, reading, math, science and writing 

 Total testing time per year is 4 to 4.5 hours (more for students with extended time 
accommodations) 

 Assessment occurs once per year in April 

 Accommodations are available for qualifying students 

 Assessments are computer-based, but hardship waivers are available to provide 
paper/pencil administration 

 Students in grades 9 and 10 will receive a predicted score for the ACTⓇ 
 

 
All students are expected to participate in state assessments. Students with disabilities 
who are served in their school districts under an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) as required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
Amendments of 2004 (IDEA) and Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), signed by 
the President on December 10, 2015, shall be assessed in one of two ways: 
 

1.  ACT Aspire with accommodations for grades 3-10 
OR 

2.  For students with significant disabilities, for whom the ACT Aspire 
assessment is not appropriate, shall participate in Dynamic Learning Maps 
(DLM).  The content standards are the same for all students in Arkansas. The 
difference for students with significant cognitive disabilities is the manner in 
which they are assessed. The results of the DLM should demonstrate 
progress toward meeting the Arkansas standards. 

  
 

For students in Grades Kindergarten – Second Grade (K-2) 

Each of the K-2 assessments is intended to be administered at least 3 times during the 
school year so that educators can make data driven instructional decisions. This will 



help inform teachers of students that require remediation, intervention and/or 
enrichment. Each test is an adaptive type test, and students are not expected to know 
the answers to all test items.  Fayetteville Public Schools will give the NWEA MAP 
assessment to students in kindergarten, first and second grades. 

 

Formative Assessments 

Fayetteville Public Schools has chosen to give the NWEA MAP test to all students in 
grades K-8.  The information from these tests will be used to make instructional 
decisions for students that will allow them to reach their classroom potential in math, 
reading and language usage.  MAP data should be used as formative assessments to 
allow students, teachers and parents to have an understanding of a student’s strengths 
and weaknesses in these three content areas. 

 

 

 
 
 

 


