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Look ahead to 2018-19

Learning to Lead
From the moment students arrive at 
Cayuga Heights Elementary to the time 
they leave, they are leaders. This was all 
on display at Leadership Day on May 22. 

The school has made leadership a 
priority by implementing the Leader 
in Me program and promoting “The 7 
Habits of Highly Effective People,” from 
the book by Stephen R. Covey. 

Capital Project Work Begins
The District-wide and athletic field improvements that were approved by voters on Dec. 13, 
2016 are underway at Depew Union Free School District. The projects were identified by a 
five-year building conditions survey conducted in 2015 and prioritized by the District-wide 
Facilities Improvement Team (F.I.T.). 

The prioritized items that were identified are as follows: 

In the High School, HVAC Improvements; 
Various Interior Repairs; Upgrading 
Sanitary Piping; Handicapped 
Accessibility Improvements; Exterior Door 
Replacements; Roof replacements; and a 
Digital Monument Sign. These upgrades 
total $3,008,995. 

“Live video progress tracker online now”

In the Middle School, HVAC Improvements; 
Electrical Service Upgrades; Upgrade 
Security of Front Entrance; Exterior Wall 
and Foundation Repairs; Exterior Stair 
Replacement; and Roof Replacement. These 
upgrades total $3,473,058. 

continued on page 2

August
22-23 Freshmen Locker Days
29 Parent Information Meeting, 

DHS Aud, 9-10:30 p.m.
DMS Locker Day, 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.
New registrant Chromebook meeting 
& distribution, DHS Aud., 6:30 p.m.

September
3 Labor Day - No School
4 Cayuga Heights Open House and 

Supply Drop-off:  
Kindergarten 3-4:30 p.m. 
Grades 2 and 4 - 5:30-7 p.m.  
Grades 1, 3 and 5 - 4:45- 6:15 p.m. 

4-5 Superintendent’s Conference Day
6 First Day for Students
11 Middle School Open House 6-8 p.m.

13 High School Open House 6 p.m.
14 Early Dismissal K-12
20 College Kick-off 

Senior-Parent College/Financial Aid 
Info Night, DHS Café, 6:30-9 p.m.

22 Lancaster Parent Info Meeting, 
Lancaster High, 10-11:30 a.m.

October
4 K-12 – 15 min. Early Release Drill
5 Superintendent’s Conference Day
8 Columbus Day – No School 
9-13 Spirit Week
10 DMS Pep Assembly
10 Parent Information Meeting, 

DHS Aud, 6:30-8 p.m. 
11 Hall of Fame Dedication, DHS Café 
13 Homecoming Dance

The Seven Habits are:

1. Be Proactive
2. Begin with the

end in mind
3. Put first things

first
4. Think win-win
5. Seek first to

understand before
being understood

6. Synergize
7. Sharpen the saw

“It empowers 
children to be 
leaders. It builds their 
confidence. Overall, 
it improves the social,  
emotional and academic growth of 
students so each child can achieve their 
personal best in each area,” said Michelle 
Kudla, Cayuga Heights principal.

At Leadership Day, students greeted 
parents, community members and staff as 
they entered the school, directed them to 
the gym and presented on all they have 
learned. Students become many types of 
leaders, from hall leaders and fire drill 
leaders to kindness leaders, joke leaders 
and more. 

After the presentation, students showed 
off more achievements on group tours 
of the school’s fitness center, leadership 
mural, garden, kindness bulletin board and 
STEAM Night photos.

additional photo on  page 20
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Notice of Social 
Media Launch 
Depew Schools has started a district Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/Depew-Union-Free-
School-District-394137327753939. Having a 
presence on social media is an important way 
that our district can engage with our community 
to share the good news and success of our staff 
and students. 

While the page provides a forum to share news 
about the district, it is not intended to circumvent 
or replace regular communication channels for 
discussing personal/student issues or concerns, 
or for asking questions of a specific employee or 
department. If you have a comment/question of 
this nature, please contact the appropriate school 
or department directly. Comments regarding a 
personal issue with the District, a school or staff 
member will be removed from the Facebook 
page as outlined in the Rules of Engagement 
which are posted in the Notes area of the 
Facebook page.

Message from the Superintendent

We’re on a Mission
On behalf of the students, parents, teachers, administrators and 
Board of Education, we would like to thank the Depew School 
Community for supporting the 2018 – 2019 fiscal plan with 
an approval rate of 75%. Once again, your vote of confidence 
indicates to us that you are in support of our goals and the direction that we have set 
for the Depew Union Free School District.

Furthermore, it is important to share with you that as a District we have continued 
our efforts, to identify strengths and areas of focus within our programming. It is 
critical to understand that our persistent mission is to monitor specific goals for 
improvement and then design our resources around achieving those goals. Over the 
past several years, key themes have emerged as priorities and those priorities have 
been realized through victories, such as:

•	 A 96% graduation rate, the highest ever, with over 85% of Depew High School 
graduates attending post-secondary institutions;

•	 Other successes in commencement assessments with increased passing rates, as 
well as increases in mastery levels;

•	 The second year of a district-wide 1:1 
computing initiative where each student has 
access to an iPad or a Chromebook to access 
digital textbooks and/or course materials;

•	 Careful monitoring of budgetary decisions has 
allowed the district to remain within the property 
tax cap and maintain instructional programming for K-12 
students, all within the constraints of continued insufficient 
state aid;

•	 Bolstering relationships with parents in the education of 
their children;

•	 Maintaining the beautiful facilities that we have over the long term with the 
support of a Capital Project, which began on April 1, 2018 and will continue 
through September of 2019;

•	 And, fostering partnerships with municipalities and neighboring school districts.

I can assure you that as we enter into the 2018-2019 school year, the leadership 
team of the District will continue to take every opportunity to address any emerging 
issues in order to continue to achieve our District’s mission, “To challenge and 
inspire students to achieve at the highest level and become responsible citizens.” 
With your continued support we will be able to celebrate our successes, zero in 
on the issues affecting education and ultimately continue our work in becoming a 
school district of excellence. 

Enjoy a safe and relaxing summer season with your families and I look forward to 
seeing you in the fall.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey R. Rabey Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

In the Cayuga Heights Elementary School, 
HVAC Improvements; Exterior Walls/Foundation 
Repairs; Roof Replacement; Public Address 
System Replacement; and Nurses’ Office 
Renovations. These upgrades total $2,724,174. 

Finally, in the Bus Garage, HVAC Improvements 
and Exterior Wall Repairs. These upgrades total 
$20,115.

The next major item in the project the athletic 
fields on the main campus. Work has begun 
to install a new all turf complex on our on-
campus athletic fields. This complex will serve 
our student athletes participating in baseball, 
softball, soccer and lacrosse. The fields will also 
have the benefit of lighting. These upgrades total 
$6,397,842. 

All of this information can be found in more 
detail on our District Website at https://www.
depewschools.org/capital-project-2016. 

See the progress on the athletic field construction 
live. Go to http://wcaf.depewschools.org//mjpg/
video.mjpg?resolution=1280x720. 

Capital Project
continued from page 1
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from the Assistant Superintendent

Depew Union Free School 
District Celebrates the 
Whole Child
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which was signed into federal law in 
December of 2015, will be effective for New York State School Districts beginning 
July 1, 2018. ESSA recognizes the need for schools to support the whole child 
and acknowledges the importance of student health and wellness. The whole-child 
approach is an effort to transition from a focus on narrowly defined academic 
achievement to one that promotes the long-term development and success of all 
children. 

The key tenets of the whole-child approach include:

1. HEALTHY - Each student learns about and practices a healthy lifestyle.

2. SAFE - Each student learns in an environment that is physically and emotionally 
safe for students and adults.

3. ENGAGED - Each student is actively engaged in learning and is connected to the 
school and broader community.

4. SUPPORTED - Each student has access to personalized learning and is supported 
by qualified, caring adults.

5. CHALLENGED - Each student is challenged academically and prepared for 
success in college or further study and for employment and participation in a 
global environment. 

The above tenets are also the key beliefs and values of the Depew Union Free 
School District. The demands of the 21st century require a new approach to 
education to fully prepare students for college, career, and citizenship. Research, 
practice, and common sense confirm that a whole-child approach to education 
will develop and prepare students for the challenges and opportunities of today 
and tomorrow by addressing students’ comprehensive needs through the shared 
responsibility of students, families, schools, and communities.

As educators, we want to improve the work we do for our students, our families, 
and our community. Whether it’s instruction, school climate, leadership, family 
engagement, or any of the other issues our schools face on a daily basis, we 
continually strive to upgrade tools and resources to improve our actions and 
methods. A whole child approach, which ensures that each student is healthy, 
safe, engaged, supported, and challenged, sets the standard for comprehensive, 
sustainable school improvement and provides for long-term student success. We 
look forward to expanding our work in this area and to engage each of you in the 
process for a safe and successful school experience for your child(ren).

All the best to each of you for a happy and healthy summer!

Sincerely,

Susan B. Frey 
Assistant Superintendent 

Boys Varsity Basketball 
Team Honored for 8 Years of 
Giving Back
The Depew Boys Varsity Basketball team have 
given more than 100%, players have also been 
giving back to the school for eight years. 

Coach Larry Jones and his team were honored 
on March 20 by the Depew Board of Education 
for their efforts with the Saturday Morning 
Basketball Program.

Coach Jones said knew when he took on the 
varsity position in the 2003-04 season that he 
wanted his athletes to do more than play.

“When I took the Depew varsity job, I had 
already been coaching for 22 years, and I wanted 
the boys in our program to understand that 
being a part of a successful basketball program 
requires hard work, but it also takes giving back. 
So, in addition to practices, weight room time 
and film review sessions, I thought a natural 
choice for giving back would be basketball 
related,” Jones said. 

So was born the seven-week Saturday morning 
basketball program for fourth- to fifth-grade 
students, especially those who had never tried 
playing a team sport before. The program 
has evolved over the years, becoming more 
skills focused and personal as the number of 
participants has decreased. Varsity players serve 
as coaches, referees and timekeepers, but most of 
all they become role models.

“This was a great way to get the players to 
be together as a team and pass on what they 
had learned as a basketball player to the next 
generation of Depew kids. It also became 
apparent that the relationship my guys were 
developing with the younger students was having 

continued on page 4
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a huge impact. Many started coming to 
our home games to watch their ‘coach’ 
play. My guys felt like rock stars, but 
they also started to realize that they were 
being looked up to. They went from 
being a ‘senior basketball player’ to a 
‘role model,’ being judged not just by 
how they played, but how they acted on 
the court, in the classroom and outside of 
school,” Coach Jones said.

“It was an honor to be recognized by the 
board of education and for me and my 
players, past and present, to know that what 
started as teaching a team sport 15 years 
ago, has had a further-reaching impact on 
the school and students in our district.”

Boys Varsity Basketball Team
continued from page 3

District Receives Farm to School Award
The Depew Union Free School District 
was presented with the Farm to School 
Award in January. Barbara Albi, Food 
Service manager for Depew UFSD, 
accepted the award from Kevin King, 
deputy commissioner of New York State 
Agriculture and Markets at the New York 
School Nutrition Association’s Legislative 
Action Conference Banquet.

“We worked with Bipperts, a local farm in 
Depew, to form a partnership and utilize 
fresh, locally grown produce. We worked 
weekly with the farmers for what we could offer students on our school menus. Some of 
the produce we used included tomatoes, cucumbers, basil, watermelon, pears, broccoli, 
cabbage, Brussel sprouts, butternut squash, Hubbard squash, local potatoes, peaches, plums, 
and late-planted corn that we were able to serve through November,” Albi said.

The fresh ingredients were prepared in new ways - 
roasting, steaming and introduced new flavors. Raw 
vegetables were also offered. Student taste tests and 
surveys yielded positive feedback. 

“Students loved the interaction of the taste testing and 
shared their findings with their friends and families. 
Many of our students do not have access to fresh fruits 
and vegetables, so this was a new experience for them 
and now they are asking for more. This program is a 
win, win; healthy choices for students and supporting a 
local farm. Our goal again this upcoming school year is 
to introduce the children to as many fruits and vegetables as possible,” Albi added. 

Learning in 2018: The Best of Both Worlds!
Sixth-grade students prepare for their 
future when they use the best of all of 
their resources, both in print (textbooks 
and periodicals) and digital, to increase 
their critical thinking, discernment of 
source validity and reliability and reading 
comprehension. 

Middle school students are proud of 
how they are strengthening their skills in 
English Language Arts and social studies 
with analysis of geography themes 
(location, place, human/environment 
interaction, movement of people and 
region), sequencing of events and 
comparing their modern world to the 
worlds of those who came before us. 

They are shown here practicing 
hierarchical thinking skills by outlining 
main ideas and details of a textbook - 
whether in print or online.  

Danielle Cobb’s students practice their 
inferencing, argument, and discussion 
skills by examining historical changes 
due to causes and effects of developments 

in ancient 
civilizations. 

Using an online 
reading library like 
MyOn.com, they 
can set up their 
own goals, choose 
from a wide range 
of books in their 
challenge range, 
sample new genres 
of literature and 
nonfiction, and test 

themselves, accelerating their growth and 
progress in reading and writing skills 
wherever they have Wi-Fi on their 
Chromebooks.

DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
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School-wide Event Hits Full STEAM
Depew Students Rise to the Challenge
Building, creating and experimenting were the activities of the night during the district’s 
first STEAM family event in March. Over 600 members of the school community filled 
the high school gymnasium, cafeteria and classrooms to learn how the district incorporates 
science, technology, engineering, arts and math into the 
curriculum. 

There were hands-on activities, make-and-takes and 
demonstrations highlighting science, technology and engineering 
related skills. Every student was able to create a conductive circuit 
passport for the event. There was an activity station allowing 
families to learn what goes into creating and testing trebuchets, 
multiple booths were dedicated to learning about robotics through 
coding activities, hundreds of Spaghetti Towers created by 
students and plenty of hands on math activities.

The Art Department was inspired by the idea of combining 
recycling efforts with STEAM-based, arts-related district-wide 
projects that were featured throughout the evening. The Build a 
Bot Challenge and Build an LED Glow Bug area transformed up-cycled water bottles and 
shoe boxes into creative works of science. Over 300 Glow Bugs were created!

Showcasing technology, several high school students demonstrated an app they created. The 
University of Buffalo Computer Science Department held a demonstration. Also on display 
was the university’s Earthquake Research Shake table. Scientists from Praxair demonstrated 
properties of physics in a cryogenics experiment. 

The event made a distinct impression on several invited guests from the WNY STEM Hub, 
University at Buffalo and Praxair.

“Our community of approximately 600 people was able to see and experience the amazing 
things that take place in our classrooms each and every day,” said Joseph D’Amato, Director 
of Pupil Services and Instructional Technology for Depew Schools. “Parents, students, our 
partners at Praxair and WNY STEM, students and staff from the University at Buffalo, 
BOCES, and surrounding districts were amazed by the STEAM activities that were 
showcased. One professor from UB commented that, ‘We have teachers doing amazing 
things in our district’.”

DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
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together as a team and encourage each other to be their best. 
Utilizing the Rising New York Road Runner website to log 
individual miles has helped the students to see their growth 
as runners as well as achieve personal goals. The company sends rewards as students reach 
different running milestones. Some examples include t-shirts, drawstring bags and medals. 

During the month of March, the team worked together to earn a $100 Barnes and Noble gift 
card from NYRR. We often talk to the students about good character and sportsmanship. 
Although they were excited to receive this award, they wanted to perform a random act of 
kindness and give back. The group felt a donation of books to the school library was a great 
way to do this.

Each week, we acknowledge individual achievements and overall team miles. As of the end 
of May, the team has exceeded over 1,000 running miles. We incorporate geography into 
the practices by showing the students a map of the country and where they could travel with 
their current team mileage. They are excited to tell their peers where in the country those 
miles will take them!

The season concluded with two races in June: a 1.8-mile fun run hosted by Independent
Health and a virtual 5k on the Depew campus sponsored by Strides New York Road Runners. 

CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Running Club:
A note from Coaches Fatta and Oldin

Hands-on STEAM 
Experience at 
Buffalo Museum 
of Science
As part 
of Depew 
UFSD’s 
ongoing 
integration 
of STEAM 
(Science, 
Technology, 
Engineering, 
Art, and Math) 
a group of 
fifth-grade 
students 
from Cayuga 
Heights 
Elementary 
went to the 
Buffalo 
Museum of 
Science to 
work in their 
Makerspace. 
The students 
got a first-hand 
experience 
with problem-solving skills and followed 
the Engineering Process (ask, imagine, 
plan, create, improve). The students 
really loved the experience, applying 
knowledge and skills from school to a 
problem. Some of the highlights were, 
being able to use the belt sander and 
many other tools, which was a first for 
many of them. Students sawed, sanded, 
hammered and designed their own foam 
cars. When they were done, the students 
had the opportunity to race their designs 
down the track. Through this activity, 
they learned about drag, force and weight 
dispersion. The next step is for this 
activity to act as a springboard where 
students work on a real-world problem 
using the ideas and concepts they learned 
while at the museum.

From January to May, the Wildcats 
on the Move Running Club 
exceeded 1,000 running miles. 

Planting the Seeds of 
Leadership
Students in Bonnie Schaaf’s class helped plant new 
flowers, bulbs and seeds in the Cayuga Heights’ garden 
on May 9. Employees from the Losson Road Wegmans 
were present to help students with the planting. After 
students planted the flowers, bulbs and seeds in the 
garden, they applied their knowledge of solids, liquids 
and gases by drawing and labeling the planting activity. 
Many students also made connections back to an earlier 
planting unit as they recalled plants need water, soil 
and sunlight to survive! Flowers were seen by family 
members visiting our school during Leadership Day. 

In the beginning of 2018, 35 students in grades 3-5 put on 
their running shoes and joined Cayuga Heights “Wildcats 
on the Move” running club. Since then, we’ve been training 
two days a week for the Independent Health Kids Fun Run in 
June. 

Initially during the winter months, students received the 
benefit of not only training in the new fitness room facility, 
but also logging miles in the school hallways. Once it got 
warmer, we transitioned to the outdoor fitness complex.

Not only are they improving their overall physical health, 
but they have been learning how to set goals and gain pride 
in their achievements. In addition, we have seen them come 
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CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Painted Focus:
Students Create Leadership Mural 
Lisa Pawlikowski’s fifth-grade art leaders program was created for students who excel in the 
visual arts. The art leaders met weekly and 

Fourth-Grade Spelling 
Bee Champs Go 72 
Rounds
On June 1, seventeen 
fourth graders 
participated in the 
annual Cayuga 
Heights Spelling Bee. The ceremony 
started by honoring all contestants with 
a presentation of finalist medals. After 
16 initial rounds, Connor Harshany and 
Chayce Kolbert battled back and forth for 
an additional 56 rounds before securing a 
champion and runner-up. 

Last year’s victor, fifth grader Jayson 
Tanney, congratulated the eventual 
winner, Connor from Mrs. Lorenc’s 
class, for correctly spelling “retriever.” 
He also commended the runner-up, 
Chayce from Mr. Luzi’s class, for an 
outstanding job. 

All participants proudly represented 
their classrooms and showcased their 
superior spelling abilities in this friendly 
competition.

Third Graders Sink 
Their Teeth into
Shark Tracking
Cayuga Heights third graders in Erin Peszko’s and 
Krista George’s class learned about the movement 
of sharks alongside Ocearch scientists this year. 

The class charted the movements of sharks and sea
turtles using the global shark tracker on Ocearch.org
and the class made a map that they hung in the hallway. The class tracked great white 
sharks, Katharine and Hilton, and blue sharks, Vadar and Merlin, as well as Olive Ridley sea 
turtles, Coral and Faith.

“We studied food chains and webs as well as vertebrate groups, migration and adaptations. 
Also, we studied map skills as we tracked movement on our class’ Ocearch map. We learned 
about parts of a map, cardinal and intermediate directions, the equator, continents and 
oceans and topographical maps,” Mrs. Peszko explained.

As a culminating activity, students put their STEAM skills to work. Using a set number of 
classroom supplies they had to plan, design, and create a “shark trap” to safely tag a shark, 
without injuring the shark. The designs were put to the test using toy sharks named “Hilton” 
and “Merlin” after the sharks they tracked on the global shark tracker.

Fourth grade spelling bee winners are Connor 
Harshany (left) and Chayce Kolbert (right).

worked very hard on a variety of 
collaborative projects displayed throughout 
the building. This year, they created a 
beautiful mural showcasing a variety of 
leadership roles students fill in the building 
as well as smaller murals and beautiful 
inspirational posters inspired by the 7 
Habits. It was a great experience that can 
now be enjoyed by the whole building for 
years to come.
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CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Fifth Graders 
Go 10 Rounds 
in Geography 
Bee
On January 12, Cayuga Heights 
held its annual Fifth Grade 
National Geographic Geography 
Bee. A preliminary test was given 

Students Make Valentines for Veterans
Cayuga Heights students participated in the Valentines for Veterans program, sponsored by 
Erie County Clerk Michael Kearns. Students in kindergarten and first grade created 
Valentine’s cards during their library class with Tonya Bulas. Other classes throughout the 
building also created cards to be sent to local veterans. Mr. Kearns visited the school to 
personally pick up the cards, thank the students and talk to them about the program. The 
cards were then delivered to the Niagara Falls Air Force Base to be distributed to members 
of the 914th Air Wing, both stateside and overseas. The program and visit were coordinated 
by the Cayuga Counseling Center.

First Grade Learns the 
Magic of Health
First-grade students attended the Healthy 
Choices Magic Show by Rob and Carol 
Allen, sponsored by the Dairy Farmers 
of WNY. This 
annual event 
is coordinated 
by the Cayuga 
Counseling 
Center. 
The Allens 
performed 
their magic 
while educating 
students about 
the nutritional 
benefits of 
milk and dairy products. The students 
were very enthusiastic about the show 
and definitely enjoyed this magical 
performance!

Students Build on 
STEAM concepts
Things got wild in the Cayuga Heights 
library during a fun STEAM activity. 
Fifth-grade students worked with Cheryl 
Pulaski and Tonya Bulas and designed 
animals using large building blocks. They 
had to choose an animal from a given 
habitat, build it and sketch it out. Then 
they created a “How to” instruction video 
using the Stop Motion app. Kindergarten 
and first-grade students were able to 
watch these videos, follow the directions 
and build the different animals including 
a moose, scorpion, and owl. Mrs. 
Pulaski’s fifth-grade STEAM enrichment 
students were able to come in and work 
with some kindergarten classes to help 
them with this activity. 

to all the fifth-grade students with 
the top scoring students moving on to the competition. The students competed in all areas 
of geography including U.S. and world geography, state birds, Weird but True fascinating 
world facts, forces of nature, and world history. 

This year’s competition hit an all-time record with 10 rounds of questions before narrowing 
it down to our two finalists. Winner this year was Anthony Kuc and the runner-up was 
Trenten Krakowiak. This year’s other participants were William Cassidy, Dylan Cloen, 
Landon Schoonover, Bryce Schwartz, Jacob Scibetta and Stephanie Stankowski.  
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Exploring the 
World of Frank 
Lloyd Wright in 
Buffalo and 
Beyond
Cayuga Heights Elementary School 
fifth graders became Frank Lloyd 
Wright experts after participating in 
the junior docent program offered by 
the Darwin Martin House complex.

The program, coordinated by 
Traci Kanick, a teacher on special 
assignment for the district, began 
in December with docents from 
the Darwin Martin House teaching 
students about art, architecture, and 
the work of Frank Lloyd Wright. 
Students were then given a tour of the 
Martin House to learn more about the Martin 
family, the history of the complex, and the 
work of Frank Lloyd Wright.

Over the next month, students conducted 
further research on the Martin family and 
the individual rooms in the Martin House 
complex. Students worked closely with Mrs. 
Kanick to prepare and revise their scripts 
based on their research and discussions with 
the docents. Students 
then rehearsed with their 
peers in order to prepare the 
best possible presentations.

At the end of January, 
the group of fifth graders 
conducted the tours of the 
Darwin Martin House to 
share their knowledge and 
expertise with their parents 
and guests. Using their own 
research for the fact-based 
scripts, students highlighted 
historical facts about the 
house, the Darwin Martin 
family who lived there, and 
the architecture of Frank 
Lloyd Wright.

CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

“This group of junior docents was eager to 
learn from the very beginning,” said Mrs. 
Kanick. “They asked insightful questions 
during their tour, and were committed to 
learn all they could from the docents during 
the research process. It was rewarding to see 
the level of student engagement throughout 
this process.”

An additional component of this year’s 
program was a video conference with 

educators at Fallingwater, a complex in 
Pennsylvania designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright in 1935. During the Google 
Hangout video conference, students 
compared the design and building 
materials used at Fallingwater to those 
in the Martin House complex. Students 
answered questions posed by the 
Fallingwater educators and shared details 
about their experience as junior docents.

Ashton Caddell and Nathan Felton stand in front of the fireplace in the Reception Room of 
Darwin Martin House.

Taylor Steinwandel smiles after the tour 
of the Darwin Martin House
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DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
Depew Middle School Celebrates 46th 
Annual Freedom in America Contest
Depew Middle School crowned the newest winners in the Annual Freedom in America 
Essay and Poster Contest. This DMS tradition, now 46 years strong, showcased 10 
seventh- and eighth-graders, who stood out among their peers. These finalists showed 
the Depew Middle School community their interpretations of the theme, “Freedom in 
America.” 

The esteemed panel of judges included Superintendent Dr. Jeff Rabey, Depew Mayor 
Jesse Nikonowicz, Deputy Mayor Kevin Peterson, Depew Trustee Audrey Hamernik, Erie 
County Legislator John Bruso, Erie County Sheriff Tim Howard and Depew School Board 
Trustees Donna Kapinos, Patrick Law, and Todd Bush. The final judge was eleventh-
grader Samantha Maroshick, who won the essay contest in 2014. The assembled audience 
of students, staff, families and guests were extremely impressed by the hard work and 
talent exhibited in the essays and posters.

In the poster contest, first place was awarded to seventh-grader Pam McCarty ($100 cash 
prize and a plaque), second place was seventh-grader Samantha Reinhardt ($75), and  
the three runners-up were seventh-graders Kiera Szuba, Gina Florian and Destiny Clark  
($50 each).

In the essay contest, first place was awarded to eighth-grader Theresa Kaus ($150 cash 
prize and a plaque), second place was seventh-grader Jessica Palmisano ($100), and the 
three runners-up were eighth-grader Kaitlin Whalen, and seventh-graders Gina Florian 
and Amani Elbanna ($75 each).

The program, run by seventh-grade social studies teacher Sal Carlino and art teacher 
Joe Pagano, was once again a high point on the DMS calendar. Preparations are already 
underway for next year, and the 47th Annual Depew Middle School Freedom in America 
Essay and Poster Contest.

Over 150 Middle 
Schoolers Honored at 
Character Ed Breakfast 
Over 150 middle-school students felt like 
champions the morning of May 22. 

The Character Education Breakfast is for 
students who have been recognized by 
their teachers for exemplifying positive 
behavior and contributing to the positive 
culture we are fostering at Depew Middle 
School. 

The Depew Rotary Club sponsors the 
breakfast every year. They commented 
how well behaved and positive our 
students are. 

The students were treated to a buffet 
breakfast served by the Board of 
Education and Rotary members, and also 
received a character award.

From left, front row: Program Director Sal Carlino, Jessica Palmisano, Kaitlin Whalen, Amani Elbanna, Gina 
Florian, Theresa Kaus (essay winner), Pam McCarty (poster winner), Art Director Joe Pagano, Destiny Clark, 
Kiera Szuba and Samantha Reinhardt. Second row: School Board member Patrick Law, Student Judge Samantha 
Maroshick, Erie County Legislator John Bruso, Sheriff Tim Howard, Depew Mayor Jesse Nikonowicz and Depew 
Trustee Audrey Hamernik. Back row: School Board members Todd Bush and Donna Kapinos, Superintendent Dr. 
Jeff Rabey and Deputy Mayor Kevin Peterson.

From left, Program Director Sal Carlino, Jessica 
Palmisano, Kaitlin Whalen, Theresa Kaus (essay 
winner), Amani Elbanna and Gina Florian.

From left, Samantha Reinhardt, Art Director Joseph 
Pagano, Kiera Szuba, Destiny Clark, Pam McCarty 
(poster winner) and Gina Florian. 
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Three Win Super Bowl Essay 
Contest 
Just like the Philadelphia 
Eagles won over the New 
England Patriots, three sixth 
graders dominated the Depew 
Middle School Student 
Council Super Bowl Essay 
Contest.

Students from all three 
grades at the middle school 
submitted essays on who 
they thought would win the Super Bowl this year. The students 
gave many reasons why they picked one team over the other. Some 
of those reasons included offensive ability, strength of defense, 
individual player skills, and even the uniforms.

Students were also asked to describe what it would be like if the 
Buffalo Bills were in, and won, the Super Bowl this year. In the 
end, three sixth graders stood out among their peers in their writing 
predictions.

The winners were Julie Durham, Rlyeigh Scuto and Krystal 
Wainwright. All three won $15 gift cards to Target for their efforts.

DMS ASKS . . .

What Do You Stand For?

Middle School Introduces 
Instruments to Third Graders 
at ‘Petting Zoo’
Students from Depew Middle School visited the third-grade students 
at Cayuga Heights in April for an 
“instrument petting zoo.” Middle 
school students demonstrated 
use of the instruments, which 
included clarinet, trumpet and 
trombone, for the third graders 
and then assisted as the third 
graders tried making sound on the 
instruments and moving the keys, 
valves, and slides.

The third-grade students were 
introduced to the instrument 
families in music class. The main 
goal of the petting zoo is to help increase success by having students 
try out the instrument before selecting it for next year’s band 
program. Over 50 students have already signed up to play in band 
next year in fourth grade!

During a recent Enrichment Day at Depew Middle 
School, the entire student body and staff participated in 
an afternoon focused on the 7 Habits, character education, 
and leadership. 

The Erie County Comptroller Stefan Myhajliw gave a 
speech centered around his life growing up as a child 
of immigrants, who achieved the American Dream. He 
talked about how he and his family worked hard to get 
themselves out of poverty and described how leadership, 
character and hard work helped him achieve his rise in 
Erie County government, along with his involvement in worthy 
causes. Many students felt a connection to Mr. Myhajliw and the 
struggles he and his family went through. 

After the assembly, students returned to their homerooms, where 
they participated in a lesson called “Circles of Strength.” Teachers 
and student leaders facilitated the lesson, which discussed how many 
famous people have taken it upon themselves to be leaders in other 
areas of need. They learned about how superstars like Zendaya, 
George Clooney, Bono and others work to bring change to the world 
and stand up for what they believe in. 

Students were then given an empty circle and were asked to draw, 
write or design an idea close to their hearts, which would also 
describe what they stand for. Ideas and designs included education, 
character, equality and many others. 

Student leaders then created a mural of all the circles, which was 
prominently displayed in the main hall for all to see. 

The day was planned and carried out by LEAD Club advisor 
Salvatore Carlino, the middle school Lighthouse Team, and student 
leaders from sixth, seventh and eighth grade.
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New Member Induction and 2-Year 
Recognition Ceremony
The Depew Middle School National Junior Honor Society inducted 41 new members into
 its chapter on May 2. In addition to achieving honor roll averages for three consecutive 
marking periods, students also had to demonstrate strong examples of leadership, service, 
character, and citizenship. Students participated in a candle lighting ceremony relaying the  
5 Pillars of Honor Society. New members also took a pledge promising to uphold the ideals 
of Honor Society in their school and community. The ceremony was led by the advisors, 
Jaime Garver and Jessica Iwanicki and the NJHS officers. Inductees were:

8th Grade:  
Joshua Argentino, Katrina Brooks, Arianna Golpl, Ashley Matter and Charles Moore.

7th Grade:  
Baha Adbelhaq, Siena-Jane Addesa, Jarred Cole, Jaina DelRegno, Madeline Doctor, Aidan 
Edbauer, Melody Edwards, Jacob Falter, Brianna Farnsworth, Jacob Fatta, Joseph Fatta, 
Abby Fisher, Abigail Gammel, Savannah Harrington, Lauren Jaskier, Jordan Kanick, Tyler 
Karnyski, Isabella Klink, Stefanie Kowalczyk, Kaylee Krysztof, Kyle Krysztof, Kendall 
Lepczyk, Katherine Manna, Amber Marello, Pamela McCarty, Jessica Palmisano, Emily 
Reed, Shane Russell, Kaitlyn Staszak, Kiera Szuba, Alexis Tamrowski, Nicholas Walden, 
Brandon Willard, Natalie Witt, Benjamin Wypij and Tannar Zilka.

Eighth Graders 
Volunteer at 
Fundraiser for 
Teen Cancer 
Organization
Depew eighth graders and their class 
officers volunteered their time at the 
Kaely’s Kindness Foundation’s Mother 
Daughter Dance fundraiser in March. 
Young people can get some of the rarest 
and fastest growing forms of cancer. 
Kaely’s Kindness Foundation helps teens 
with cancer deal with their unique 
emotional, physical and practical needs. 
From left, Mariah Bentley (Secretary), 
Alana Bolibrzuch, Mr. Cena (8th Grade 
Class Advisor), Brooke Canetti, Rhegan 
Zubler, (President), Emma Hill, (Vice 
President), and Theresa Kaus (Treasurer).

Spanish and French Clubs 
take Theater Trip
On April 26, Spanish and French Club students attended an 
evening performance of Phantom of the Opera at Shea’s 
Performing Arts Center. Students thoroughly enjoyed the 
performance and are looking forward to planning another theater 
trip next year with the clubs.
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CLASS OF 2018

Seniors Walk 
the Halls of  
Their Past  
One Last  
Time
The Depew High School Class 
of 2018 had yet to walk across 
the stage at commencement, but 
seniors made the trip through 
their former stomping grounds 
May 30. 

The Class of 2018 dressed 
in their caps and gowns and 
excitedly began the annual 
Senior Walk Through. The 
tradition takes the seniors from 
the high school to the middle school and finally arriving at Cayuga Heights Elementary 
School. 

Students waited outside their classrooms to high five a senior or hug a sister or brother 
preparing for their final days in the halls of their alma mater.

Four Students Inducted 
into Lancaster Youth 
Bureau Hall of Fame
On May 3, DHS students William Foley, 
Emma Harla, Victoria Haymes and 
Joanna Shamenda were inducted into the 
Lancaster Youth Bureau Hall of Fame. 
Area students were honored for their 
noted achievements in personal growth 
and service to our community. Students 
were presented their awards from village, 
town, county and state officials. DHS 
student Carter Post was the recipient of 
the John Coleman Scholarship presented 
during the ceremony. Congratulations to 
them all! 

Top 3 Honored at 
Scholastic Achievement 
Recognition Dinner
The top three 
seniors from 
82 area public, 
parochial 
and private 
schools were 
honored May 
18 at the Erie 
Niagara School 
Superintendents 
Association 
37th Annual 
Scholastic Achievement Recognition 
Dinner at Salvatore’s Italian Garden, 
Cheektowaga. From left, Depew’s top 
three seniors, Riley M. Dungan, Victoria 
T. Haymes and Michael B. Borodzik. 

Academy of 
Finance Students 
Have Busy Year
From worksite tours, an interview 
competition, guest speakers and a National 
Academy of Finance (NAF) WNY Regional 
Board student conference to networking 
events, promoting financial literacy and 
the 11th annual Car & Bike Show, it has 
been a busy year for the Depew High 
School Academy of Finance. Thank you to 
our business partners, the district and the 
students, whose support made this year’s 
activities a success. 
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Highlights 
in a year of  
High School 
Technology
This year 16 students made 
it through the four years of 
rigorous courses of Project 
Lead The Way. From 
engineering to design and development, the Depew engineering program allows students to 
solve real-world problems with up-to-date technology and procedures, like a 3-D printer. 

Senior PLTW students even took what they learned out into the field – or the pumpkin 
patch. Students started out their year preparing to compete in the 13th Annual Trebuchet 
Contest at the Great Pumpkin Farm in Clarence. Using strict design constraints and 6- to 
8-pound pumpkins, students designed, built and tested the all-wooden trebuchet throughout 
October. 

Their efforts paid off with the Depew team taking first place with a record-breaking farthest 
throw of 502 feet. They also took first place in the total combined throw distance of 1,427 
feet for three throws. 

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Depew High School Earns Exemplary 
Distinction from CS4all Program
On April 10, Computer Science 4 all (CS4all) recognized Depew High School for its 
exemplary efforts in providing learning experiences in the computer science field. 

Principal Carol Townsend accepted the 
recognition, citing a districtwide effort in 
providing students with problem-solving 
and critical-thinking activities. She further 
stated that this is done with the integration of 
STEAM (Science Technology Engineering 
Art Math) ideas and skills through a variety 
of courses and classes throughout all three 
buildings. She credited the program’s success 
and growth to the hard work of the teachers.

Teaching aspects of coding isn’t just 
coursework in Project Lead the Way anymore. This year, High School teachers Eileen 
Cartonia and David Maroshick were awarded a grant through Lenovo, enabling them to be 
trained and purchase devices to teach their students lessons in coding. Students created their 
own Android apps in Mrs. Cartonia’s class and Mr. Maroshick’s students developed web-
based games using JavaScript. 

The program at DHS continues to grow as new courses for next year are being introduced 
that focus on STEAM and coding. Students will be able to select AP Computer Science as 
well as Digital Music Production as an elective.

Students Travel 
to Europe for 
First Time in 
Nearly 20 Years
It was the first time in almost 20 years 
that students from Depew embarked on 
a trip to Europe. It took several years of 
fundraising, but from March 28 to April 
5, twenty French and Spanish students 
and their chaperones – teachers, parents 
and DHS alumni – got the experience of 
a lifetime. 

High School French teacher Mary Ellen 
Gianturco said the well-planned trip went 
off without a hitch. “We visited Paris 
and Madrid with side trips to Versailles, 
France and Toledo, Spain, during the 
nine-day trip. Some of the highlights 
were going up in the Eiffel tower at 
night, seeing the Mona Lisa, walking on 
the Gran Villa in Madrid and visiting the 
medieval city in Toledo,” she said.

Middle School French teacher Kelly 
Harshany, who has traveled to Quebec 
annually with her Middle School 
students, organized the Europe trip with 
Gianturco.

continued on page 20continued on page 18
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Congratulations to the Top 10 Percent of the Senior Class 2018
Using grade point averages from seven semesters, we are happy to announce the Top 10 percent of the Class of 2018. We wish all 
our graduates much success as they start on their path of lifelong learning. Congratulations on your achievements during your time at 
Depew Schools.

Michael B. Borodzik
Valedictorian
Rochester Institute of Technology
Mechanical Engineering 

Riley M. Dungan 
Salutatorian
University at Buffalo 
Undeclared major

Victoria T. Haymes
University at Buffalo 
Biomedical Sciences 
 

Augustine A. Arricale
University at Buffalo 
Biomedical Sciences 
 

Rebecca D. Koteras
Keuka College 
Occupational Therapy 
 

Sarah M. Sheff
SUNY Erie
Honors Program
Liberal Arts & Science  

Dylan J. Lis
Canisius College
Honors Program
Chemistry 

Carter L. Post
University at Buffalo
Mechanical Engineering

Shannon R. O’Rawe
Nazareth College 
Music Therapy 

Katelynn M. Steckstor
Villa Maria College 
Honors Program
Graphic Design 

Emily R. Brandon
Boston University
English and Psychology

Zachary J. Dwyer
Stony Brook University 
Chemical Engineering

Alexander N. Knight
University of North Dakota
Unmanned Aircraft System Operations

Emma C. Harla
Nazareth College
Inclusive Childhood Education
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Band Marches to 
‘Happiest Place 
on Earth’

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Student Senate 
is Nationally 
Recognized
The Depew High School 
Student Senate has been 
recognized as a 2018 National Gold 
Council of Excellence. Earning the award 
was no small task.

Middle level and high school student 
councils and senates that consistently 
provide quality leadership activities and 
service to their schools and communities 
can earn national recognition through 
National Student Council’s National 
Council of Excellence (NCOE) program.

The National Gold Council of Excellence 
award is awarded to those councils 
that demonstrate the highest levels of 
leadership as well as meet additional 
standards as set by NatStuCo.

Depew will be one of a select few to 
receive recognition during the NatStuCo 
National Conference.

Leo Club’s Father-Daughter Dance 
Paw-ty Was a Success
The Depew High School Leo Club’s annual father-daughter dance was dog-gone fun for 
220 Cayuga Heights Elementary students. 

The theme of this year’s event, Father-Daughter Dance Paw-ty, was quite the hit. Girls in 
kindergarten through fifth grade were escorted by a father, male figure or significant adult in 
their life. 

In addition to the dance, there were numerous fun activities, such as portraits, crafts, face 
painting and snacks included in admission. Donations of pet items were accepted at the door 
for reduced admission to benefit Opens Arms Rescue of WNY, a small, grassroots rescue 
organization. 

Leo Club students collected 5 boxes of pet supplies, ranging from cleaning products to 
bedding. A $1,000 donation from the DHS Leo Club was also made to Open Arms Rescue 
from the proceeds of the event. 

Donate Life Club 
Takes Field Trips

Ninty of Depew’s student musicians made 
their way to the “Happiest Place on Earth” 
this past Memorial Day weekend. High 
School Band Teacher George Kroetsch 
said this special group of students and the 
unpredicted great weather made the trip 
to Disney World memorable. This is the 
High School Marching Band’s eighth trip to 
Magic Kingdom to march in one of Disney’s 
parades. Planning starts a year in advance 
for the annual band trip, which will travel to 
Washington, D.C. in 2019. 

The Donate Life Club had the 
opportunity to go on a field trip to Jacobs 
School of Medicine and the new Oishei 
Children’s Hospital of Buffalo. Pictured 
from left are teachers Stacy Ribbeck 
and Kelly Kacalski, Amanda Okie, 
Chloe Kowalyk, Elizabeth Kotowski, 
Kaityln Zotara, Mitchell Vannelli, Haley 
Leach, Emily Adamczak, Elizabeth 
Sounevongse and Brianna Marker.
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Challenge for Change: Courtyard 
Beautification Project
On June 2, students, faculty and parents from the Challenge for Change Club spent their 
morning beautifying the Depew High School courtyard. 

Challenge for Change is a high school club dedicated to changing the culture and 
environment of the high school for the positive. Club members cleaned up trash, leaves and 
brush, weeded, mulched and planted new flowers and trees. 

The club is very thankful to the administration for supporting our efforts, to Lynn Dietz for 
picking up, storing and caring for all the donated items, to Kelly Jeffords and the Student 
Senate for lunch, and to the maintenance crew, Dean Rogacki and Jill Almorabi, who 
provided tools and assistance throughout the project.

Leo Club cleans up
Reinstein Woods
The Depew High School Leo Club 
members were counted in the nearly 100 
volunteers that helped clean up Reinstein 
Woods on I Love My Park Day in May. 
Volunteers planted 50 trees, repaired two 
trails, collected more than 20 bags of 
garbage and invasive species, 
disassembled a large survival shelter that 
was an attractive nuisance, protected 
trees from beavers by repairing wire 
enclosures, spread woodchips and 
improved the nature play area, and 
cleaned the outdoor turtle enclosure. 
Reinstein Woods staff thanked them for 
their efforts.

PEP Grant at Work
For the past two years, the Depew Union Free 
School District has been reaping the benefits of 
winning a Carol M. White PEP Grant, dedicated to 
upgrading the Physical Education program in the 
District.

The grant has benefited all three buildings’ fitness 
rooms, but also helped students get some outdoor 
exercise this winter. This year the grant helped buy 
snowshoes, which have had some modern updates in design since the time of a tennis racket strapped to the bottom of a shoe. Now 
the snowshoes are much smaller, attach to a boot with quick-release straps and have metal and plastic bottoms for a better grip. 

Snowshoeing was introduced at all school levels as a form of winter hiking. At Cayuga Heights Elementary, fourth- and fifth-grade 
students had the opportunity to try out the new equipment in a short unit this past February. Students can look forward to the activity 
once the snow flies once again. 
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Depew Students Learn about Village of 
Depew Government 
On May 29, five Depew students representing all three school buildings, became the 
leaders of the Village of Depew for a day. As winners of the Be a Village of Depew 
Government Leader for a Day Contest, the five students shadowed a member of village 
government, and got a first-hand view of what it means to be a leader in the community. 

The winners were: Sarah Rolling (HS) who shadowed Village Judge Gordon Willis & 
Village Attorney Kathleen McDonald, Rhegan Zubler (MS) shadowed Mayor Jesse 
Nikonowicz, Jason Glinski (MS) shadowed Deputy Mayor Kevin Peterson, Delilah Torres-
Hirsch (CHE) shadowed Police Chief Stan Carwile, and Hala Saleh (CHE) shadowed Fire 
Chief Jamie Nusall and 1st Asst. Chief Todd Rzeszutek. 

An afternoon of shadowing their village counterpart was followed by dinner and 
refreshments for the students and their family members, and ended with the students 
taking their place at the village board meeting alongside their respective village 
leader. Students witnessed how village government operates and were given an official 
proclamation by the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor for their service to the community. The 
students also witnessed how village residents can make their voices heard during the open 
forum. The board meeting adjourned by “Mayor for a Day” Rhegan Zubler.

The contest was the idea of Deputy Mayor Kevin Peterson and middle school teacher and 
The Leader in Me TOSA Sal Carlino. The hope was to expose students to the importance 
of voting and the need for active participation by citizens in their community. Plans are 
underway for next year and the chance for more Depew students to experience village 
government and what that entails. 

Follies Week 
Beach Day

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL

“It was a great learning experience 
because the students were able to use 
language and experience history, art and 
culture outside the classroom. I’m glad 
we did it and I think everyone on the trip 
felt it was a valuable experience. Travel 
opens the world to students, to everyone. 
It changes how we think about our own 
language and history, which is what 
educational travel is all about,” Gianturco 
added. 

They hope to plan another trip to Europe 
in 2021, giving students three years to 
fundraise and save. 

Every other year, Depew hosts students 
from Dijon, France. Gianturco said 
she hopes to incorporate a trip to Dijon 
into the next trip to strengthen that 
relationship and give students another 
experience. 

Students Trip to Europe
continued from page 14

From left to right, front row, tenth graders Brianna 
Marker, Darianna Wallace, Olivia LaPress, back 
row, Maddie Zilka and Kara Mendola model their 
Hawaiian shirts, leis and sunglasses on Beach Day 
during Follies Week. 

Depew students Sarah Rolling, Rhegan Zubler, Jason Glinski, Delilah Torres-Hirsch, and Hala Saleh shadowed 
Depew Village officials for a day.
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Depew Students Honor School Lunch ‘Heroes’
For the fourth year in a row, Depew students honored the 
superheroes of food service who serve up plates of tender loving 
nutrition every day. On Friday, May 4 Depew Union Free School 
District celebrated Lunch Hero Day when cafeteria staff say, “I am a 
Lunch Lady. What’s your super power?” 

Students at Cayuga Heights Elementary and the Middle and High 
schools demonstrated their appreciation with handmade cards, 
banners made of decorated lunch bags and paper plates and gifts of 
chocolate flowers and real ones, personalized cookies, treats and a 
signed spatula wielded by the cartoon that started the whole thing. 

May 4 was School Lunch Hero Day, a nationwide celebration 
hosted by Jarrett J. Krosoczka, author and illustrator of the 
popular LUNCH LADY graphic novel series, the School Nutrition 
Association and Random House Children’s Books. Inspired by 
his own childhood school lunch hero, Jean J. Cariglia, Jarrett 
J. Krosoczka created the popular LUNCH LADY series of 
graphic novels for kids, starring a crime-fighting school nutrition 
professional and her faithful sidekick, Betty. 

“People often don’t understand the complexities of school 
breakfasts and lunches. Lunch ladies aren’t just grabbing whatever 
they have on hand and throwing it on the steam table. Quite the 
opposite; school lunch is arguably the most regulated, thought-about 
and highly planned meal in America,” said Barbara Albi, Depew’s 
Food Service Director. 

During the 2017-2018 school year, Albi and her staff served 
117,023 breakfasts and 139,517 lunches at Depew schools.

“The cafeteria staff of Depew Schools consistently strives to make 
lunchtime the favorite part of every student’s day,” said Dr. Jeffrey 
Rabey, superintendent. “From their warm and compassionate 
welcoming environment that they provide in the cafeteria to the 
personal touch that they deliver with every student’s meal, to 
how they encourage our kids to eat healthier; Depew’s nutritional 
professionals are truly heroes to our school-community and deserve 
to be recognized.”

Between preparing healthy meals, adhering to strict nutrition 
standards, navigating student food allergies, and offering service 
with a smile, Depew’s nutrition professionals have a lot on their 
plate. 

“The importance and nutritional value of school meals are well 
documented. For many children, school lunch is the most important 
and nutrient-rich meal of their day,” said Albi. “It’s really a very 
simple recipe: research shows that kids who eat well learn better. So 
the hard work that gets done in our school cafeterias every day isn’t 
just about preparing and serving meals to our kids. It’s also about 
helping to make good education possible.

DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
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The recognition did not go unnoticed and 
in February the Buffalo Museum of Science 
asked if the team would participate in its 
National Engineers Week and showcase 
their award-winning trebuchet.

“Our senior students had to figure out 
how to create an interactive display to 
showcase their accomplishment, but they 
also had to arrange transportation and set 
up the trebuchet for the event. The machine 
is 8 by 6 by 6 feet. The invitation itself 
turned into a great learning opportunity 

Technology Highlights
continued from page 14

Kassie Sonerson and Logan Bishop present on STEAM 
night and Makerspace activities during a Leadership 
Day Tour.

Learning to Lead cont’d from page 11

and my students rose to the occasion. 
They did everything from the set up to 
the presentation and working hands-on 
with the public at the event, which really 
allowed the students to show off their 
leadership skills,” Teacher Charles Bonda 
said. 

The activities the students settled on 
were bench-top trebuchet demonstrations 
of trying to hit a target. It was a hit, so 
when the idea for STEAM Night came 
about, it was an easy decision to recreate 
the activity for families and students in 
Depew. PLTW students also prepared and 
orchestrated the activity for that event in 
March. In addition, the students designed 
an interactive website where guests could 
click on parts of the trebuchet and get 
more information or watch videos of 
how the students designed and tested the 
machine.

Elizabeth Faleski Falcone and Brianna Brooks explain the 
role of kindness leaders during a Leadership Day tour.


