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Dear Taylor Staff and Parents,  
 
As we approach the one-year mark of the tragedy at Oxford High School, I want to acknowledge the role that these types of 
events have played in all our lives, especially those of our children. Now more than ever, it’s important that we maintain a 
solid partnership in our message to students about threats of any kind, especially those that concern violence in our 
schools. In recent weeks, many schools, including our own, have experienced threats primarily through social media or 
other means of electronic communication. When schools receive threats, regardless of the credibility, it follows a typical 
pattern of spreading quickly through our student body and community, creating confusion, fear and panic - ultimately, 
creating a disruption of the learning process. In a time when there are more distractions than ever, we must protect our 
students’ mental health and the time that we have dedicated to learning.  
 
Taylor School District has developed strong practices and protocols, taking every threat seriously. We work hand in hand 
with the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office who has made it explicitly clear that there is no tolerance for threats of violence 
in any school setting. If a student makes a threat, regardless if they state it was a joke, prank or any other intention, the 
district will strictly enforce the Student Code of Conduct to the fullest extent possible, which may include permanent 
expulsion from the school district. Additionally, we work closely with our local police departments to ensure that every 
threat is investigated and referred to the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office for charges up to and including terrorism which 
is a 20-year/$20,000 felony (MCL 750.543m). All threats, including those made against specific students or staff, are 
included in this consideration.  
 
Additionally, if a student who makes a threat is a minor, parents may also be found liable and charged. TSD and our local 
police departments will take all action necessary to protect our students and staff and that includes full prosecution for this 
criminal behavior. It is extremely important that as parents, we all speak to our children about the serious life-long 
consequences that happen to an individual when they make a threat against a school or person.  
 
Beyond working diligently to provide a safe environment, our caring TSD staff is ready to support students who may be 
experiencing stress, anxiety, feelings of despair or any other challenge that may cause distress. Students should talk to any 
staff member, trusted adult or the local police department at any time they hear or see something that makes them feel 
uncomfortable or threatened. Our district has a link on our website that is well monitored and can provide you an avenue 
to share your concern electronically as well. You can access that by going to taylorschools.net/safety. Additionally, OK2SAY 
(ok2say.state.mi.us) is available to everyone and is an anonymous reporting system available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
through the Michigan State Police Department.  
 
TSD has always relied on the strength of our community to keep our schools outstanding places to learn and work. I’m 
confident that together, we can continue to support our students and staff in maintaining a safe environment where high-
quality learning opportunities can take place free of disruption every day. 
 
Thank you for your support and having those very important conversations with your children about this topic. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Griff Mills, Superintendent 

https://www.taylorschools.net/page/report-a-harassment-andor-safety-concern
https://ok2say.state.mi.us/



