
What is “Standard Based Education” and why is 
McBride committed to it? 

What is standard based education?  Traditionally teachers focus on teaching, the attempt to deliver 
knowledge. In SBE they also measure student learning to understand the effectiveness of instruction. 
Instead of a single overall grade, SBE breaks down the subject matter into smaller “learning targets.” 
Each target is a teachable concept that students should master by the end of the course. Throughout the 
term, student learning on each target is recorded. Teachers track student progress, give appropriate 
feedback, and adapt instruction to meet student needs. 

In standards-based education, teaching is responsive to learning. When starting a new target, teachers 
present introductory lessons. As students progress, they are offered more complex material. They 
continue working and learning until they reach the target. Think of SBE as a ladder, where students climb 
up, “a rung at a time,” eventually reaching the top.  After receiving instruction, 
some students progress immediately, but most do not. It’s common for 
students to be confused, and only partially complete an activity. Teachers 
regularly provide feedback, reteach, and offer additional opportunities to reach 
“the next rung.” This process requires patience and practice, and is repeated 
until students reach the target. 

SBE is powerful because it provides a framework to regularly measure 
student progress. When teachers have continuous understanding of students’ 
mastery, they can adapt instruction to better meet students’ needs. This 
causes education to be more effective and engaging. 

The benefits of SBE include: 

● Improved Feedback 
● Student Ownership of Learning 
● More Relevant Instruction 
● Emotional Safety and Lessen Fear of Testing 
● Accurate Measurement of Learning 
● Learning Provides Intrinsic Motivation 

Teaching in a standard based education system is based on a “growth mindset”.  That means that 
students no longer have the goal of “acing a test”, but instead have a goal to MASTER the assessed 
learning targets.  It is about what students learn -not what they earn.  To do this (with the help of the 
teacher), students take ownership of their own learning and relearn and retake assessments often as they 
master the standard or target. 

We are excited that McBride has already started the process toward becoming a standard based school. 
Although we have began the journey, there is much yet to do!   We are now in in year two of a four year 
process (see below).  
 
 
 
 



Last school year (2017-2018), We spent considerable time as a staff:  
● Researching best practices in standard based education (SBE) 
● Developing a SBE leadership committee and professional development for the team. 
● Completing a school-wide gap analysis (where is our school as compared to being standard 

based educationally)  
● Determining our need for resources.  

 
This year (2018-2019), Our focus will be to build capacity as a school and community by: 

● Educating teachers and administrators on the tenets of standards-based education (SBE) 
● Providing professional development on necessary prerequisite knowledge. 
● Providing time and tech support for teams of teachers to develop learning goals, scoring scales, 

and leveled assessments for a unit(s) of instruction.  
● Piloting SBE Unit(s) of study. 
● Equipping teachers and administrators to explain the initiative and its purposes to answer FAQ’s. 
● Educate students, parents, and BOE members about grading issues, best practices, and SBE. 
● Begin exploration of report card formats. 

 
McBride is planning to be fully standard based by 2020-2021.  As we 
continue our plan, we will keep you updated on our success and 
challenges and look forward to your input along the way.  
 
For more information: 
Standards-Based Assessment & Grading:  Principles & Practicalities for 
Today’s Classroom: Rick Wormeli 
 
A Repair Kit For Grading: 15 Fixes For Broken Grades: Ken O’Connor 
 
Grading Smarter not Harder: Assessment Strategies That Motivate Kids 
and help Them learn.:Myron Dueck 
 
Mindset:  The New Philosophy of Success:  Carol Dweck 
 
 

 


