
Superintendent Scoop:  Explanation of Tax Levies 

September is the time of the year when the local school board approves the school year’s budget and 
tax levy.  The Tioga Board will meet at the Tioga High School teacher workroom on Monday, September 
17, at 6:00 p.m. to approve the financing for the 2018-2019 budget.  The intent of this article is to 
explain the tax levy and to clear up confusion or misunderstandings of the school funding process. 

North Dakota funds each student in K-12 education with $9,646 which is referred to as “state aid”.  State 
aid is paid for each student.  Students’ needs are considered when determining a pupil’s state aid; extra 
funding is provided for special education, English Learners, at risk, and alternative schooling.  Once that 
collective dollar amount is totaled, local revenues are subtracted.  The funding sources subtracted are: 
100% of the general fund property taxes levied, 75% of flood control, 75% of oil and gas production 
taxes, and 100% of telecommunications’ taxes.  The reason behind this is to provide equity across the 
state; each North Dakota student should have the same opportunity to receive a quality education no 
matter if the district is “property poor or property rich” or if one is or isn’t entitled to “oil” money.  The 
wealth (and the lack of wealth) is spread across the state. 

Each school district is required to levy 60 mills or raise their previous year’s general fund levy by 12%.  
Most districts will levy the maximum since the 60 mills or 12% levy increase is subtracted from their 
state aid even if a smaller percentage is levied.  

The additional 12% for the general fund levy is recommended due to the district losing money if less is 
levied.  Williams County taxable valuations have been on the rise for many years, but according to the 
county auditor, it appears that the school district valuation increased only by .09% ($60,331) in 2018.  
The increase in the general fund will assist in the costs of teachers, custodians, paraprofessionals, bus 
drivers, custodians, administrators, books, special education, EL and Title I programs, buses, fuel, and all 
expenses to educate our kids, excluding the brick and mortar.  In September 2017, the general fund levy 
was set at $2,238,425. This year, $2,506,987 is proposed, an increase of $268,562, which is shared 
among all the taxpayers in the 450.75 miles comprising the Tioga School District. 

When comparing the Williams County school districts, Tioga has the lowest general fund and the lowest 
overall mill levy calculations.  Tioga’s proposed general fund mill levy is 36.29 and that added with the 
miscellaneous, building, and sinking and interest (repayment of debt) funds totals 51.71 mills for the 
2018-2019 school year.  Last year, Tioga ranked 142 out of 147 North Dakota high school districts for the 
total mill levy; only five North Dakota high school districts levied fewer mills than the Tioga District.  

The school board is moving forward with the renovation of the original Central Elementary building with 
a projected completion date of August 2019. The district has been awarded $386,349 from the Energy 
Infrastructure and Impact Office (EIIO) to be used on renovation and improvement projects. The building 
fund is healthy, and we will have an estimate of costs before October 1 to guide us in the scope of the 
project. 

The District also recently received notification of a $5,000 Co-Bank Grant sponsored by NCC to be used 
in purchasing Chromebooks for our students.  All students in grades 5-8 will have a Chromebook for 
their use at school.  As professional development continues for the high school staff, the district plans to 
expand the program throughout the school.  Professional development for teachers is imperative so 



devices are used as collaborative, projects-based resources versus glorified typewriters or 
encyclopedias. 

All of us know that quality comes with a cost.  The board, administration, and staff continue to improve 
the education for our students and to meet their needs. Our goal is to provide the best education 
possible for each and every student.  If you have questions or wish to provide input, please contact me, 
and I will meet with you.  Thank you for your support and all that you do to help our kids. 


