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…these same families 
mentioned… yet the 

parents speak limited or 
no English and cannot 

read.
Talk with your partner for a moment about 
what homework looks like every night or 

what happens when books go home.
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Children’s vocabulary skills are linked to their economic 
backgrounds. By 3 years of age, there is a 30 million word 

gap between children from the wealthiest and poorest 
families. A recent study shows that the vocabulary gap is 

evident in toddlers. By 18 months, children in different 
socio-economic groups display dramatic differences in their 

vocabularies. By 2 years, the disparity in vocabulary 
development has grown significantly. 

(Fernald, Marchman, & Weisleder 2013)
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MCSD Demographic 
Comparison
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TxaK7w1hzghT_uo_2I1_ibZWT_IDQlrDr0TwbN_kWjs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TxaK7w1hzghT_uo_2I1_ibZWT_IDQlrDr0TwbN_kWjs/edit?usp=sharing
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County and District Demographic Data

2020 Census:  11.1% living in poverty 2022 MCSD:  50.4%
% of students receive free and reduced lunch
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English Language Learners
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● 19% of MCSD students are designated as English Language Learners 
(ELL)

● Upon registration to school, all families complete a Home Language 
Survey and the results of the survey and an initial assessment 
determine whether a student is classified as an English Language 
Learner

● Each English Language Learner is monitored for progress towards 
proficiency and fluency under an LEP plan

● ELL students take the Access for ELLs Assessment each year and exit 
from the program is based on these scores as well as other criteria



Home Languages – 82 languages across 18,254 students
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Covid



“The shortcut you’re looking for is to literally stop 
looking for shortcuts.

Commit to the big vision and the long game.  

Do what is required.”

-Luka Hocevar

20



Solid, Consistent 
Curriculum in 
ELA and Math

● Benchmark Advanced
○ Accelerated Reader (MCSD Reads!)

● Savvas

Florida law [section 1008.25(5), Florida Statutes 
(F.S.)] says that third graders who do not have 
a score of Level 2 or above on the statewide 

Florida Standards Assessment ̶English 
Language Arts (FSA-ELA) must be retained (not 

promoted to grade 4).
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What this means for you

Eliminating this inequality will 
require early interventions and 

consistent interventions that 
directly address the problem.
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MCSD Reads…more!

23



Martin County School DistrictEDUCATE ALL STUDENTS FOR SUCCESS

● Students will earn points for quizzes taken
● Point clubs will be established, students will move to the next club every 25 

points
● Students will receive a backpack charm at each point club
● Point clubs:

25 Point Club 50 Point Club 75 Point Club 100 Point Club

● Picture taken and 
placed on point club 
wall

● Backpack chain and 
red backpack charm

● Name on morning 
announcements

● White backpack 
charm

● Name on morning 
announcements

● Blue backpack charm
● Name on morning 

announcements

● Silver backpack 
charm

● Name on morning 
announcements



100
Points

Sample MCSD Reads! Backpack Charm



● Additional 
paras…$15 helps!

● Volunteers to Read
● Universal Preschool 

or more Early 
Childhood

● Community Support 
& Understanding

● Adult Education
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● Sign up to volunteer regularly.
● Need 100 volunteer hours per week, per school, minimum (7 hours per day 

x 3 volunteers x 5 days a week = 100+ hours)
● During school hours, before school, after school in extended day
● Recruit your friends!  Target retirees and retirement communities.  
● Recruit high school students for community service hours
● Promote more reading in all of our homes.
● Additional Accelerated Reader (MCSD Reads!) books for classroom 

libraries.
● Those who volunteer to read receive a free volunteer background check.
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Other Ways to Help!
● Use new and interesting words 

in natural conversations.
● Use gestures and facial 

expressions to help children 
make sense of new words.

● Sing with children and recite 
poetry and rhymes to playfully 
introduce vocabulary.

● Talk with children and 
encourage children to talk with 
one another.

● Read to children daily, taking 
time to go over new words.

● Help families understand how 
important it is to talk with their 
children and share new 
vocabulary words.

● Make sure all children have 
opportunities to learn and 
understand the meaning and 
uses of new words.
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Or click this link to sign up!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeoGpT_I7oGdiL4joTnimy5S9t1fjFGMKZWb56drUNgd26oUQ/viewform?usp=sf_link

