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INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE:
BUILDING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

 Dear Community,

This is an exciting time for Shadyside Schools.  
Our efforts continue in securing funding 
for the construction of a new K-12 school 
building.  In order to lock in the district’s 
state share to pay for 75% of this project, we 

need to clear the land for the new building.  
Therefore, Leona Middle School will be abated and 

demolished at the end of this school year in June.

Beginning in the fall, we will house the fifth and sixth-grade classes 
on the first floor of the 1930 section of the high school. The fifth 
and sixth grades will be isolated from the high school. They will be 
on their own schedule that does not conflict with the high school 
schedule. We will be creating a cafeteria at the high school for the 
fifth and sixth grade students to enjoy their lunches.

Third and fourth grades will be housed at Jefferson Elementary. 
Our preschool classes will be moved to St. Mary’s Parish school 
building on East 40th Street.

Once the demolition of Leona is completed, we will enter the queue 
to be eligible for funding from the State of Ohio. The Ohio Facilities 
Construction Commission (OFCC) funds only a certain amount of 
projects per year. We do not know exactly how long it will take for 
our district to become eligible for state funding. Once we are eligible 
for state funding, we have 13 months to come up with our local 
share of 25%. Right now, the most important step we could take 
is to lock in our state share of 75%. This is crucial for our future, 
because it will save us millions of dollars locally in the construction 
of our new K-12 facility.

Below is a table of the estimated project cost by year and what 
our state share would become had we not locked it in with our 
ELPP agreement.

The projected cost of our project is currently $53,000,000.

Had we not locked in our state share, our local cost would be 41% 
or $21,730,000 that would have to be paid for locally.

By the demolition of Leona Middle School, we are still locked 
in at 75% state share.  Therefore, our local cost currently is 
$13,250,000 to be raised locally. That is a savings of $8,480,000 
saved locally by doing the discrete portion of our project.

I will continue to keep our community updated and how this 
community investment in our youth will be funded.  If you have 
any questions, feel free to reach me at 740-391-5883 or
john.haswell@omeresa.net.  We are trying our best to move 
this project forward and save as much money as possible for the 
benefit of our school community and taxpayers.

Sincerely,

John Haswell, Superintendent
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Date Project Estimated 
Cost

State
Share

Local
Share

Local Share 
Estimated Cost

September 2020 $40,500,000 75% 25% $10,125,000

September 2021 $47,500,000 67% 33% $15,675,000

September 2022 $53,000,000 59% 41% $21,730,000

District can still keep 
its 75% state share 
by doing a discrete 

portion of the project–
abatement and 

demolition of Leona 
Middle School, which 
is the future site of the 

new K-12 facility.

June 2023September 2020

Shadyside Schools 
locked in state share 

through the Expedited 
Local Partnership 

Program (ELPP) with 
the Ohio Facilities 

Construction 
Commission (OFCC), 
the district locked in 

75% state share/25% 
local share.

PTT Global Chemical 
America was unable 

to reach a final 
investment decision.

Because of 
Covid-19, the OFCC 
allowed the district 
to extend its ELPP 

by one year.

September 2021 2021-2022

A Brief Timeline



Fifth and sixth-grade students at Shadyside Schools will be moving 
to the high school beginning next school year.  They will be located 
on the bottom floor of the building. The district is working hard to 
make this experience a positive one for each student.

There will be a lunch room specifically designated for fifth and 
sixth graders only.  They will have their own restrooms as well. In 
addition, parents will have their own drop off and pick up areas 
with their own entrance and exit.  Fifth and sixth graders also will 
be starting the day later in the morning and ending their school 
day earlier than the 7-12 students to lessen the chance of the 
younger students associating with the older students.“The fifth 
and sixth grade wing will be very well controlled,” said Leona 
Middle School Principal Kevin Roseberry. “The older students will 
not have access to the fifth and sixth grade area.” Roseberry will 
be making the transition with the students and will be the principal 
for grades 5-8. 

An exciting aspect of this move relates to teaching and 
learning.  The new environment will allow for several curriculum 
adjustments. For the first time, fifth and sixth-grade students 
will have the opportunity to take art as an elective with the high 
school art teacher.  Students’ schedules will be arranged so that 

their reading and English language arts classes are back-to-back 
allowing the classes to flow together, offering more time for 
learning in this content area. Students also will have extended 
math periods next year which means they will have approximately 
45 more minutes a day to focus on math.

The renovations have already started to transform the floor into a 
functional space for the fifth and sixth-grade students complete 
with six traditional classrooms, two intervention rooms, a lunch 
space, and middle school offices. The students will continue to 
enjoy a recess period outside the building.  The District plans 
to add the Noah Brown Memorial Playground near the existing 
basketball courts. 

Currently, the bottom floor of the high school houses 
administration offices.  Those offices are being relocated to a 
building on Central Avenue. 

Preschoolers at Shadyside Local Schools will have a new home for 
learning starting next school year. A building, belonging to St. Mary’s 
Parish on East 40th Street, will be home to the Shadyside preschool 
program beginning next school year.  The building used to house 
the parish’s own school and offers three classrooms with two 
located on the second floor and one on the first. The administration 
office also will be housed on the first floor. There are plans for a 
fenced-in playground with preschool-specific toys and equipment. 

“The district’s goal is to offer high-quality preschool programming 
in a safe and accessible facility,” said Shadyside Preschool Director 
Kayla Harman.  “Our staff is excited to have the opportunity to work 
together to provide an even more cohesive learning environment 
for our youngest learners.”

Parents will also notice a positive change in the pick-up and drop-
off times as they will no longer have to navigate through additional 
elementary school traffic. 

The district will be making important safety adjustments to the 
building before school begins next fall including adding security 
cameras, implementing controlled access strategies, and ensuring 
an administrator will be always be on site. 
The district plans to hold an open house to introduce preschool 
families to the new building prior to the beginninging of the new 

school year.

PRESCHOOL PROGRAM RELOCATING TO
NEW BUILDING FOR 2023-24 SCHOOL YEAR
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WHAT IS APPALACHIAN ACCELERATED?
Shadyside Schools is working side-by-side with Sunday Creek 
Horizons, a group of former legislators who are currently lobbying 
the State of Ohio to provide monetary assistance to those 
Appalachian districts in need of constructing new school facilities. 

This group has drafted a language called the Appalachian 
Accelerated School Building Assistance Program, formally 
introduced as House Bill 733. This bill was patterned after a 
program called Urban Accelerated which is now 20 years old. Urban 
Accelerated allowed for large urban districts to be eligible for state 
money quicker than other districts. 

Shadyside Schools is currently one of 38 districts in Appalachia that 
have not constructed new facilities. 

The Appalachian Accelerated School Building Assistance Program 
would impact approximately 57,694 students across 18 different 
counties.  It can be of great benefit to Shadyside Schools.

Here is some background information…

• In 2000, the legislature passed the Accelerated Urban School 
Building Assistance. Because of this program, Cincinnati, Dayton, 
and Toledo district facilities upgrades are complete, and Akron, 
Cleveland, and Columbus City Schools are completing their final 
segments – equaling to about 250 of the buildings in these six 
districts having been constructed or renovated through this 
program alone. In total, master facility plan costs for the six 
districts are about $5.4 billion, with the state share amounting to 
approximately $2.7 billion. 

What about Appalachian Ohio School Districts?
In the same 20 years, $2.1 billion in total master facility plan dollars 
were spent on 167 Appalachian Ohio school districts, with a total 
state share of $1.6 billion. This means that over the last 20 years, 
the state has invested about $15,800 in facilities per urban pupil. 
This number will continue to grow as Columbus, Cleveland, and 
Akron complete the program. In the same amount of time, the state 
has only invested about $6,800 in facilities per rural pupil.  

How are Appalachian Schools Eligible?
The Accelerated Appalachian School Building Assistance 
Program that has been drafted includes the same accelerated and 
segmenting models as seen in the Accelerated Urban program,  but 
eligible schools must have partial or whole residency within the 
32-county region federally designated as Appalachia and have not 
been approved to receive assistance under the OFCC thus far.  

Levy Incentive Program
The program also is drafted to include a levy incentive program. 
Any first-time facilities levy passed in the district within the two-year 
span of the program will receive a 20% reduction in the local share 
of the OFCC project, to be paid for by the state.  This would be a 
great cost savings to residents of Shadyside Schools if a levy is 
passed on the first attempt.

House Bill 733 if passed would benefit our district in two ways: 1. 
We would be eligible for our state share sooner. 2. The state would 
supply more funding toward our project.

“
“The fifth and sixth grade wing will be very well 
controlled. The older students will not have 
access to the fifth and sixth grade area.”
Kevin Roseberry, Leona Middle School Principal

With the 2022-2023 school year nearing its end, Shadyside School 
District is looking toward the future and is excited to share with 
families the changes happening at Jefferson Elementary School 
next year. 

While it currently serves preschool through second grade, the 
2023-2024 school year will bring the kindergarten through fourth-
grade student population to Jefferson Elementary School. “The 
new configuration is going to be an exciting change for third 
and fourth-grade students to be with their younger peers at this 
building,” said Jefferson Elementary Principal Cynthia Caldwell. “I 
am very excited to have an opportunity to work with the third and 
fourth-grade students again.  They will be excellent role models 
for the younger students!”

The building itself will not require any major renovations to house 
the students. But parents can expect some minor changes.  We are 
still in the process of planning our morning and afternoon drop off.  
Information will come out in early August to let parents know the 
new process.

Shadyside Schools are excited for the new preschool building 
being housed at St. Mary’s Education building on 40th Street.  
The preschool classrooms are going to be top notch including 
smartboards, up to date security, large outdoor play area and 
a challenging and exciting “Creative Curriculum”  preschool 
curriculum. An open house will be held prior to the beginning of the 
new school year for families to preview the new preschool program.

THE FUTURE OF JEFFERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADERS MOVING TO
HIGH SCHOOL NEXT SCHOOL YEAR



Shadyside High School is one of 28 schools in the State of 
Ohio piloting a course called Introduction to Data Science. This 
is the second year the course has been piloted to the juniors 
and seniors.
 
Data science is a blend of quantitative reasoning, statistics, and 
computer science. Using data, students learn how to reason 
and think critically through coding and hands-on projects.

The course counts as an Algebra 2 equivalent course for 
graduation requirements. It can be beneficial for students who 
need an additional math credit and are not intending to pursue 
a career that requires advanced math courses like calculus. 

“This class has helped me with understanding information 
and also with making observations about certain topics,” said 
Senior Ava Fluharty.  “This class can affect students positively 
and helps you with skills you can use for the rest of your life.”

The Shadyside community, in partnership with Shadyside Local 
Schools, is creating a new playground facility adjacent to the 
Shadyside Community Center and Shadyside High School. The 
new facility is dedicated to Shadyside student Noah Brown who 

passed away when he was a first-grade student.  Just recently, 
the community-school partnership, Vision Shadyside, committed 
to funding half of the money needed to complete this project.

“Noah Brown Memorial Playground and Park is the priority project 
for the Vision Shadyside Committee,” said Nancy Marzella, 
a Vision Shadyside partner.  “We want to create a place for 
Shadyside’s children to play in an atmosphere of safety and 
beauty.  Within this space, we also want residents to enjoy a 
peaceful place to rest on park benches or to enjoy lunch at the 
picnic tables.”  

The District and the Brown Family have wanted to dedicate 
a memorial to Noah since he passed away in 2016 and the 
memorial playground will be beneficial to both the district and the 
community and serve as a remembrance to Noah’s life.

The playground is intended to serve dual purposes. During the 
school day, fifth and sixth graders will use the facility during the 
recess period. The playground will hopefully become a place for 
families to gather outside during evenings and weekends. 

The playground facility itself will be a fenced area with swings 
and slide structures for children to enjoy. While the District has 
narrowed down the designs, Leona Middle School students are 
making the final decision. “The students voted on two different 
playground design options,” said Jefferson Elementary School 
Principal Cynthia Caldwell. “We were excited to empower students 
to make the choice on what their facility is going to look like.”  

The district and committee continue to raise the funds necessary 
to complete this three-phase playground/park installation. Please 
contact Nancy Marzella if you wish to contribute to this “Make 
Shadyside Beautiful” project at NancyMarzella@gmail.com.
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SHADYSIDE TIGERS BACKPACK PROGRAM PROVIDES 
DONATIONS TO STUDENTS IN NEED
The Shadyside Tigers Backpack Program is new to the District this year thanks to a generous 
$10,000 donation from a group called Tiger 4 Man.  The group hosted a golf tournament over the 
summer to raise money to better the Shadyside community.
  
The Tigers Backpack program provides any student in the district in need of food over the weekend 
a bag full of nonperishable items. Every other Friday, students in need receive a bag if they need 
food for the upcoming weekend. The Tigers Backpack Program also gives students community 
service opportunities. High school students volunteer to load the bags with donations before 
pickup. 
  
The program is expected to continue next school year. Anyone who has questions about the 
program, in need of a backpack, or would like to donate supplies can contact Jefferson Elementary 
School Principal Cynthia Caldwell at cynthia.caldwell@omeresa.net or 740-676-9669. 
 

FUNDS BEING RAISED FOR NOAH BROWN
MEMORIAL PLAYGROUND  

Starting in the fall of 2023, seventh and eighth-grade students at Shadyside Local Schools 
will have the opportunity to take an artificial intelligence (AI) semester-long course.
 
The District has partnered with the East Central Ohio Educational Service Center to bring 
this course to the students. The curriculum is from the AI Education Project, which is a 
non-profit organization focused on increasing students’ AI literacy at no cost to educators.
 
Throughout the course, the students will learn about how AI affects daily lives and how 
they can use it safely and ethically through project-based exploration. Most of the course 
work will be computer-based work. “We want to keep our students safe in the era of AI,” 
said Shadyside Curriculum Director Angela Hicks. “Personal data is regularly available, and 
this just increases that capability.”
 
Alongside the seventh and eighth-grade course, the District is planning to implement 
components of the AI curriculum into their gifted program. The goal for Shadyside Local 
Schools in the coming years to have a majority of the staff AI trained and for all seventh 
and eighth graders to take the course.

SEVENTH AND EIGHTH-GRADE STUDENTS HAVE 
OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
COURSE NEXT FALL  

SHADYSIDE LOCAL SCHOOLS PILOTS
DATA SCIENCE COURSE  

“
“Data science has given me a better 
understanding of graphs and how to take a 
piece of data and learn the deeper meaning 
of it.” - Payton Bommer, SHS Senior
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SHADYSIDE LOCAL SCHOOLS OFFERS
ALTERNATIVE PATHWAYS TO GRADUATION
Shadyside Local Schools is pleased to offer students alternative 
pathways to graduation. One way a Shadyside student can do 
that is to participate in the partnership program through Belmont 
College. This is the third year the District has partnered with the 
college to offer students these opportunities.
 
The students are able to earn their high school diploma while 
also learning job skills specifically about trades and fields they 
are interested in. If the student successfully completes those 
courses at Belmont, and passes the end assessment, they will 
receive industry-recognized credentials.
 
The programs that Shadyside and Belmont College offer include: 
Welding 1, Welding 2, Certified Nursing Assistant courses, and 
HVAC training. These pathways are offered to sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors. “The benefit of this program is that if they 
pass all their requirements and receive their industry-recognized 
credentials they are ready to enter the workforce immediately 
after graduating from Shadyside,” said Curriculum Director 
Angela Hicks.

“
“The benefit of this program is that if they 
pass all their requirements and receive their 
industry-recognized credentials they are 
ready to enter the workforce immediately 
after graduating from Shadyside”
- Angela Hicks, Shadyside Curriculum Director

SHADYSIDE LOCAL SCHOOL STUDENTS WORKING 
TOWARD CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY CREDENTIALS 
Shadyside Local Schools, in partnership with the Belmont-
Harrison Career Center, offers more than a dozen construction 
and carpentry classes to middle and high school students 
interested in learning these trades. 

Through a combination of hands-on coursework and additional 
material and exams through resources such as the National 
Center for Construction Education and Research (NCCER), 
students are able to graduate with industry recognized 
credentials and earn their Construction Seal. The students are 
able to learn about the construction trade and possible future 
career pathways while also learning job-specific skills and 
performing hands-on tasks. 

The state of Ohio requires students to have 12 industry credits to 
receive the credentials upon graduation. There are many different 
pathways for students to get the necessary 12 credit hours during 
their coursework. 

Some of the necessary training includes Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) 10 and OSHA 30 training courses. 
Most students earn another six credits through completing 
NCCER’s Core: Introduction to Basic Construction Skills 
coursework and passing the required exams. 

After four short years, Shadyside High School has had more 
than 100 students OSHA certified.

Courses in rotation by year…
 
Year A:
1. Core & Sustainable Construction  
2. Plan Reading & Estimating
3. Architecture Design (Structural & Mechanical/

Electrical/Plumbing)
4. 7th & 8th Grade (9 week “block” class) Principles of 

Wood Construction
 
Year B:
1. Carpentry & Masonry Technical Skills
2. Fundamentals of Architecture & Construction
3. Architecture Design (Site & Foundation Plans)
4. 7th & 8th Grade (9 week “block” class) Principles of 

Wood Construction
 
Year C:
1. Construction Safety & Crew Leadership
2. Structural Systems
3. Architecture Design (Structural & Mechanical/

Electrical/Plumbing)
4. 7th & 8th Grade (9 week “block” class) Principles of 

Wood Construction
 
Year D:
1. Construction Management
2. Mechanical, Electrical, & Plumbing
3. Architectural Design (Site & Foundation Plans)
4. 7th & 8th Grade (9 week “block” class) Principles of 

Wood Construction

SHADYSIDE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
PARTICIPATE IN THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT RESEARCH LEADERSHIP COLLABORATIVE
A group of Shadyside High School sophomores and juniors had 
the opportunity to participate in The Ohio State University (OSU) 
Student Research Leadership Collaborative this school year. The 
OSU Research Collaborative brings students together from multiple 
school districts to learn about and perform research-based tasks.  
Each school group is tasked with a research project of their 
choosing that targets an issue at their school using Youth-
led Participatory Action Research (YPAR) methods and other 
quantitative and qualitative research. The students work under the 
guidance of a mentor from this district. 
The program runs the course of two school years. During year one, 
the students learn about research methods and how to design a 
research project and by the end of the year their research questions 
are approved and ready for the next year. Year two focuses 
on putting their ideas into action by creating a solution to their 
proposed problem and finalizing their projects. 

Four Shadyside 
students are in year one 
of the process and have 
traveled to participate 
in work sessions with 
other schools in Ohio 
throughout the school 
year at Columbus State 
Community College 
and Cleveland State 
University as well as in 
virtual zoom sessions. The Shadyside students in the Ohio State 
University Student Research Leadership Collaborative are Bella 
Roseberry, Nathan Booth, Dylan Booth and Val Boltz. 

Their final work session for the year will be May 5 at Columbus 
State Community College. The students are excited to continue 
their project next school year.

The Construction Trades Student Organization at Shadyside enjoys helping the 
community through various projects. This year they have:

• Built and sold prefabricated sheds.
• Built wooden manikins/carolers for Christmas decorations in town.
• Made Memorial Day/Veteran signs to hang on the poles in town.
• Created blueprints for local contractors.
            …and multiple projects throughout the community for individuals and businesses.

DID
YOU
KNOW ?
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