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 Many thanks to the teachers, administrators, students, and parents who 
contributed to the successful publication of this issue with articles and photos. To 
persons unidentified we apologize. Each contribution is greatly appreciated. 

COMMUNITY 
CONNECTIONS

RSU 
34 

Maine’s Free Health Care 
HelpLine can help.  

 
Consumers for Affordable Health Care  

advocates the right to quality, affordable  
health care for every person in Maine. 

Call to find out what your family can qualify for!  
We are not DHHS or an insurance company. We are local experts ready to walk you through the 
application process for free. Even if you have been denied before, we may be able to help. 

The Connecting Kids to Coverage project is working to help Maine kids get free and low cost health insurance.  

It helps pay for care in case of illness and injury. It will protect your  
family from medical bills too. MaineCare is free or low-cost health  

insurance that offers a broad set of benefits including: 

The Connecting Kids to Coverage Project 

 

• Well-child visits 
• Dentist visits 
• Prescriptions 

• Vaccinations 
• Vision tests 
• and more! 
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Education Foundation Supports 
Innovative Education

The RSU #34 Education Founda-
tion recently awarded its first-ever 
“Innovative Education Fund” grants 
to support teacher proposals.  The 
proposals funded this winter include:  
1)  Creating a “garden story walk” 
where students engage with the out-
doors, reading a story that is spread 
on posts along a walking path, 2) 
Tools and supplies for a hands-on 
effort to learn middle school science, 
mathematics, and engineering skills 
through fixing small engines, and 3) 
supplies for students to design and 
build sensor arrays to directly mea-
sure and date the vernal energy bal-
ance switch in a local forested site. 

Other Education Foundation ac-
tivities include the Children’s Fund, 
the Athletic and Achievement Hall of 
Fame, the Restore the Pride athletic 

complex initiatives, and the Paver 
Bricks fundraiser.  To support any of 
the RSU #34 Education Foundation’s 
efforts please contact Dr. Jeanna 
Tuell (Jeanna.Tuell@rsu34.org). The 
RSU #34 Education Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) for tax purposes.

Honoring our Heroes
By OTES Kindergarten Team
 On Thursday, November 9th, Old 

Town Elementary School Kinder-
garten students hosted their annual 
service learning celebration to honor 
local heroes—veterans, firefighters 
and police officers.  To prepare for 
this event, students learned about 
veterans and how they help us stay 
free and safe, and how local heroes 
like police officers and firefight-
ers keep us safe. The Kindergarten 
students welcomed the heroes to the 

assembly in a receiving line, clap-
ping and thanking them for their 
service.  The heroes went to the gym 
where the entire school was waiting, 
dressed in patriotic colors.  Students 
decorated the gym and hall and 
made and wore patriotic headbands.  
Each grade learned and practiced 
patriotic songs in music class and 
each grade performed their songs at 
the assembly.  Students also got to 
Skype with a parent of a 5th grader 
currently serving in the military in 

Kuwait—Troy Johnston.  Students 
came up with questions and got to 
interview Mr. Johnston during the 
assembly. The Kindergarteners 
from Old Town Elementary School 

planned quite a special celebra-
tion for their community and re-
ally learned the value of the special 
heroes in their lives.

Winter Safety in RSU 34
Regional 

School Unit No. 
34 maintains a 
policy of keep-
ing school in 
session under 
all conditions; 
except when 
weather and 
road conditions 

are hazardous 
and therefore jeopardizing student 
safety.  In general, when bus sched-
ules are disrupted due to road condi-
tions, schools will not be in session.  
Regardless of our decision to open or 
not open schools, we respect the right 

of parents to make the decision not to 
send your child(ren) to school when 
you feel their safety is at risk due 
to travel conditions.  In these cases, 
the absence will be excused when we 
receive a note from you stating you 
chose to keep your child at home for 
safety reasons.  NO-SCHOOL an-
nouncements will be made using our 
One Call Now system, posted on our 
website  www.rsu34.org and posted 
on WABI TV and their website. 

Under most circumstances chil-
dren are kept in school for the full 
day once they have reported to 
school.  Early dismissal of students 
would occur only when weather 

conditions would appear to be too 
hazardous to remain the full day, 
loss of power for an extended period 
or when travel conditions are pre-
dicted to significantly worsen prior 
to normal dismissal times. In this 
case, students would be dismissed 
early.  Parents who are not at home 
during the day should make early 
dismissal plans for their child(ren) 
and make the school aware of these 
emergency plans.  Advance plan-
ning for a neighbor, friend or family 
member to care for your child(ren) if 
they are dismissed early is critical.   
We may also delay the start of school 
if travel conditions so warrant.  This 

too might require advance planning 
on your part if your child(ren) are 
not boarding the bus at their usual 
time and/or the school is not open to 
accept students until a later time.  

I STRONGLY URGE all parents to 
make plans in advance of such inevi-
table weather events.

Feel free to call my office (827-
7171) or any of the school offices if 
you have questions or if we can as-
sist you with making plans for your 
child(ren).  The safety and wellbeing 
of your child(ren) is most important 
to us.

David A. Walker
Superintendent of Schools
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Old Town High School Athletic Hall-of-Fame
On Saturday, December 9th, the 

Old Town High School Hall-of-Fame 
enshrined their fifth class of induct-
ees in front of a crowd of about 150 
who braved our first snowstorm of 
the year.  The purpose of the Athletic 
Hall-of-Fame is to honor and pre-
serve the legacy of those who have 
excelled athletically at Old Town 
High School and to inspire our youth 
to achieve greatness of their own.

The inductees this year were as 
follows:

Matt Arsenault (Class of 1993) – 
Matt was named “Mr. Basketball” in 
1993 and is Old Town High School’s 
all-time leading scorer in basketball 
with 1,296 points.  He was named to 
the Bangor Daily News’ All-Maine 
first team in 1992 and 1993.  Matt 
helped lead the 1991 basketball 
team to the Class A State Champion-
ship and guided the 1993 team to an 
undefeated regular season.

Katie Bergeron (Class of 2006) – 
Katie was an All-Conference selec-
tion during her sophomore, junior, 
and senior seasons.  She was a 2006 
McDonald’s All-Star team selection, 
and Old Town High School’s Ath-
lete of the Year in that same year.  
Katie went on to play four years at 
Bowdoin College and helped lead 
Bowdoin to the NCAA “Sweet 16” 
her senior season.  She is 6th on 
Bowdoin’s all-time scoring list with 
1,180 points.

Hilary Maxim (Class of 2008) – 
Hilary Maxim may be one of the 
most decorated athletes to ever wear 
an Old Town High School uniform.  
She was a first team All-State selec-
tion in 2005, 2006 and 2007.  She 
was the cross country regional and 
state champion in 2006, and was 
selected to All-New England in 2007.  
She was a member of the only Old 
Town cross country team to qualify 
for New England’s.  She was the 
2008 Class B State Champion in 
the mile and 2 mile runs, and was a 
2-time All-State award winner that 

same year.  Hilary was the 2008 
Class B outdoor state champion in 
the 1600 and 3200 meter runs.  She 
holds the Old Town High School 
record in the indoor 800m and 1 mile 
runs, in addition to the outdoor 800 
and 1600 meter runs.  She went on 
to compete in track and cross coun-
try at the University of Maine.

Moira Vereault (Class of 1984) 
– Moira competed in swimming, 
field hockey and softball during her 
tenure at Old Town High School, and 
while talented and tenacious across 
the board, she made her biggest 

splashes in the pool.  She was a mul-
tiple medal place finisher in state 
meets, including the state cham-
pionship in the 200 freestyle and 
the 400-freestyle relay.  She set the 
school record in the 100 & 200 free-
style.  Moira was captain of the 1983 
PVC Swimming State Championship 
team, and was named to the All-
State swim team that year.  Moira 
went on to compete in swimming and 
softball at Milliken University, and 
helped them to the NCAA Swimming 
National Championships in 1985 & 
1986. 

Denise Treadwell Smith (Class of 
1990) – Denise competed in basket-
ball, softball and tennis at Old Town 
High School, but her claim to fame 
was on the hardwood.  She reached 
the 1,000-point plateau during her 
senior season, while averaging a 
double-double for the year.  She was 
a three-time Big East Conference 
All-Star, and a Maine Sunday Tele-
gram All State selection her senior 
year.  She went on to play four sea-
sons at St. Joseph’s College, and still 
ranks 4th all-time in 3-point field 
goal percentage, and 6th all-time in 
3-point shots made.  Denise helped 
lead the Monks to three National 
tournament appearances, an NAIA 
New England Championship, and 
two conference championships.

Family Code Night
In early December RSU #34 hosted a Family Code Night, engaging students and their families in problem-solving through Code.org.  Much thanks to our 

student volunteers, Mr. Akiha, Mrs. Carney, Mrs. Daniel, Mrs. Dawson, Mr. Lamarre, Ms. Leonard, Mr. Pete, Mr. Rand, and Dr. Tuell!

Our hard-working teachers continually update instructional plans to raise 
student aspirations, student engagement, and student achievement.  To 

learn more about academic plans for our students, explore our curricula at
https://rsu34-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Public/View/Default



                          OLD TOWN HIGH SCHOOL
Scott Gordon, Principal
827-3910

JROTC News
by Connor Cashman

JCLC AT BOG BROOK
Over the summer, eight JROTC 

cadets went to Bog Brook near 
Gilead to participate in the JROTC 
Cadet Leadership Challenge (JCLC).  
Six schools from Maine, New Hamp-
shire, and Vermont participated in 
this year’s week-long camp.  The in-
teraction with other schools provides 
a unique opportunity for cadets to 
build their leadership and teamwork 
skills.    Cadet Zack Mason reflected 
on his experience, “JCLC was fun, 
there were many opportunities to see 
our future cadet leadership in action. 
My favorite part was the team build-
ing exercises with the other schools. 
It was nice to meet other cadets and 
to be a part of JCLC three years in 
a row.” In addition to team building 
activities, cadets tested their marks-
manship and archery skills, and 
executed a land navigation course. 
Cadets also navigated 15 miles down 
the Androscoggin River and hiked 
to Tuckerman’s Ravine on Mount 
Washington. 

HONORING 9/11
On September 11th, members of 

the Old Town High School Army 
JROTC conducted the annual Honor 

Guard Ceremony while the school 
observed a moment of silence to 
recognize the 2,996 lives lost on Sep-
tember 11, 2001 and the continued 
sacrifice our service members and 
first responders make.

JLAB COMPETITIONS
Each year College Options Foun-

dations host the JROTC Leadership 
and Academic Bowl (JLAB) competi-
tions.  Level I and Level II are online 
events that teams of four compete 
against other schools around the 
country, as well as Germany and 
Japan.  We field two teams: one in 
the Leadership category and the 
other in the Academic category.  
Over 1300 teams participated in 
each event.  The top 50% advance to 
Level II.  This year both our teams 
have advanced to Level II in Febru-
ary!  The top 35 Academic Teams 
and top 40 Leadership Teams will 
advance to Level III to be held in 
Washington DC in June.  We last 
went to Washington in 2011.  Just a 
quick comparison with the other five 
Army JROTC programs in the state; 
OTHS is the only Maine program to 
advance both teams this year, and 
Hermon was the only other school 
advancing any team.  Go Coyotes!
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RSU 34 ADULT EDUCATION 
WINTER/SPRING 2018  - www.riversideadultedpartnership.com

A wide variety of educational, professional development and personal enrichment courses will again be made available for people to take through our pro-
gram during the winter academic season. To contact us directly you can call our office at 827-3906 or email our program director at: matt.tardie@rsu34.org.

HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION COURSES 
For adults looking to earn a high school diploma, a HiSET Certification 

or to improve basic literacy and ESL skills, we offer year-round opportuni-
ties for advancement. If you are interested in earning your Adult Education 
High School Diploma, you should get a copy of your high school transcript 
and schedule a meeting with one of our staff. You may be closer to earning a 
diploma than you think. In January 2014, the HiSET replaced the GED and 
became Maine’s State High School Equivalency Diploma. Since then, our 
program has helped many of our residents earn this life-changing credential. 
Again, just contact our office at any time if you have questions about or inter-
est in the HiSET. Our winter term starts the week of January 22. Scheduled 
classes include:

Academic Math Lab:  Mondays & Wednesdays 3:00-5:00 pm 
Evening Math Lab:  Tuesdays 6:00-8:30 pm
American History II:  Mondays 6:00-8:30 pm  
English – Writing for College:  Wednesdays 6:00-8:30pm
High School Biology:  Thursdays 6:00-8:30 pm 
Algebra / Accuplacer Prep:  Mondays 6:00-8:30 pm 

PERSONAL ENRICHMENT COURSES 
Once again, this winter, we will offer a variety of personal enrichment 

courses and workshops. Our paper flyers will be in homes during the first 
week of January, but our course catalog will be available to view in early 
December. General course topics include:

Dance and Music
Personal Wellness
Health and Fitness
Crafting and Art

Technology
Cooking and Baking
Languages
Hobbies and Special Interests 

To view our complete Winter 2018 course schedule, go to:  www.riverside-
adultedpartnership .com

CNA TRAINING 
Certified Nursing Assistants help patients or clients with healthcare 

needs, working under the supervision of an approved nurse. Demand for 
CNA’s in the healthcare industry is projected to grow faster than the average 
for all occupations! Our next CNA class is scheduled to start in mid-March. 
Classes are projected to run Monday and Tuesday evenings and Saturday 
mornings to be more accommodating to students and folks who are work-
ing. The cost for this next class will be only $750. We offer students conve-
nient payment plans and possible course reimbursement options.  Contact 
us at 827-3906 for an application or to find out more information about this 
popular training program. We expect that the deadline for applications to be 
received will be March 1.

LOW-COST DISTANCE LEARNING COURSES
We continue to offer, through a partnership with Education to Go, nearly 

500 interactive personal enrichment online courses to residents of RSU 34 
and neighboring communities. All classes are instructor-led, fit into conve-
nient six-week formats and are affordably priced. Some of the more popular 
course titles include: 
A to Z Grant Writing
Introduction to Interior Design
Become a Veterinary Assistant
Blogging & Podcasting for Beginners
Beginner’s Guide to Getting Published
Introduction to JavaScript
Business and Marketing Writing
Microsoft Word, Excel, Outlook,  
 PowerPoint
Computer Skills for the Workplace

Adobe / Acrobat Photoshop
Buying & Selling on eBay
Introduction to Oracle 
Grammar Refresher
QuickBooks 2017
Test Prep: GRE, LAST, SAT, Praxis
PC Troubleshooting 
Helping Elderly Parents
Writing for Children

NEW ONLINE HEALTH OCCUPATIONS COURSES!
In 10 to 20 weeks, you can become nationally certified in these portable, 

high demand healthcare jobs through our partnership with the Academy of 
Medical Professions. Students who complete their program also receive as-
sistance with job searching and resume writing.

Dental Assisting
Medical Transcription
Medical Coding & Billing

Medical Office Specialist
Pharmacy Technician
Hospital Coding & Billing

For more information about any of these courses, including payment plan 
options and specific certifications awarded per course, please contact us at 
827-3906.

FREE ONLINE COURSES AND TRAININGS

Through a partnership with Atomic Learning, we are again able to offer 
our residents free access to over 250 online courses and over 10,000 tutori-
als and individual trainings. To receive a password and login information to 
these courses email us at: riversideadulted@rsu26.org or call 827-3906.  

Some of the newer courses are listed below.

Tech for Students with Dyslexia
SketchUp for 3D Printing 
Kid Px Deluxe
Career Skills Trainings
Google Sheets
Minecraft in the Classroom
Moodle Instructor Training
Boardmaker Plus!
Google Calendar
Microsoft Office Applications 
HTMLS & CSS3 Basics
Cyberbullying
Flash CS5
Internet Safety
Dreamweaver CS5
Classroom Management Strategies    
Podcasting Workshop
WordPress

Creating Digital Portfolios 
Being Successful in College 
Office for iPad
Anime Studio Training
SharePoint Basics
Photoshop
Moodle for Students
Using Gmail 
Supporting Gifted Students
Using iTunes
Geometer’s Sketchpad
Flickr Training
Adobe Lightroom
iBooks Author Training
Real-World Geometry
Being Savvy Online
Textease CT
Using SMART Boards

COLLEGE TRANSITIONS
Our College Transitions Program is designed to help students successfully 

prepare for college. We help adult learners who are earning their high school 
diploma or their HiSET certificate successfully transition to college. We also 
help students who already have a diploma prepare for their college experi-
ence. We also offer this February, a course, The College Experience: Year 
One. This is a 24-hour blended (live and online) course which allows students 
an opportunity to earn one free credit from Eastern Maine Community Col-
lege. Contact us if you would like to discuss with us some of the following 
College Transitions services that we offer.

Career Exploration & Planning
Academic Advising Services
College Readiness Course

Accuplacer Prep & Testing
College Application Assistance 

Academic Courses: Algebra/Biology/Writing for College

Like us on Facebook:  
Riverside Adult Education 

JROTC Cadets 
Admirably 

Represent OTHS 
at the UM Black 
Bear Battalion’s 

Annual Water 
Survival Test
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When History Comes to Life
This year, students at 

Old Town High School 
were offered the chance 
to take AP US History 
(APUSH) and earn an 
honors English credit as 
well.  There is a signifi-
cant amount of reading 
and writing in APUSH, 
and by offering a dual 
credit students are able 
to focus more on APUSH 
while also developing 
their skills as English 
students.  The students 
involved in this pilot 
year have done a mas-
sive amount of work 
and continue to plow 
through our nation’s 
history.

In almost every unit of study, 
the students have prepared for and 
executed role play activities.  They 
have researched and taken on the 
roles of everyone from our founding 
fathers to former slaves or women 
at the Constitutional Convention.  
We’ve met the creators of the cotton 
gin and interchangeable parts.  And 
these activities will continue to pep-
per the year of the students.

In October, each student was as-
signed the role of a person whose 
voice should have been, but was not, 
at our Constitutional Convention.  
The roles included white women, 
former slaves, and immigrant work-
ers.  Using researched information, 
students participated in discussions 
about what they saw as the most 
important provi-
sions in the US 
Constitution.  
They discussed, 
in character, how 
the choices of our 
founding fathers 
would affect the 
marginalized 
people they rep-
resented.  

In November, 
students became 
some of the most 
important cre-
ators during the Market Revolution.  
They were Eli Whitney trying to sell 

his cotton gin, Robert Fulton promot-
ing the steamboat, and even Cyrus 
McCormick touting the mechanical 
reaper.  They prepared and pre-
sented to a panel of Sharks, which 
included their classmates as well 
as guests Mr. Lindsey, Mr. Akiha, 
and Col. Szwec.  A week after their 
Shark Tank, they hosted a Thanks-
giving Dinner during which they 
delivered toasts with hopes for our 
“new” nation.  

Each of these exercises was cer-
tainly fun (many of the students 
brought costumes to wear), but they 
also engaged the APUSH students in 
thinking that goes far beyond memo-
rization of dates so often associated 
with history.  The critical thinking 
and application involved in such role 

play is impressive 
and important.  
Students must ap-
ply all of the things 
they have stud-
ied, but also must 
evaluate the given 
situations from 
perspectives not of-
ten represented in 
our history books.  
They are learning 
about our country, 
but they are also 
learning to ques-

tion the past, present, and future.  

OTHS Student Council Leads the State
On December 5, most of the mem-

bers of the Old Town High School 
Student Council boarded a bus and 
rode to the Maine Association of 
Student Council’s (MASC) winter 
leadership conference.  The students 
were treated to a presentation by 
John Jenkins 
on what it is 
to lead and 
to lead well.  
The students 
in attendance 
represented 
our school and 
community in 
an exemplary 
fashion.  In 
fact, two of our 
own ran for 
positions on the 
MASC Execu-
tive Committee.

Adam Regan, 
a junior, and Corinne Saucier, a 
senior, ran for and won the positions 
of President Elect and Secretary 
respectively.  To prepare for their 
candidacy, each student had to write 
a bio and speech to be presented at 
the conference.  When their turns 
came to speak, Adam and Corinne 
both blew away the audience with 
their eloquence, preparation, and 
especially their clear goals.

As President Elect, Adam will 
serve on the MASC board for two 
years.  This year, he will shadow 
the president and next year will 
assume the presidency himself.  In 
his speech, Adam said, “I want to 
see every single person here at this 
conference leave as a stronger leader 

and proud to be a part of the MASC 
family.”  Last summer, Regan spent 
time at a leadership conference in 
Washington, DC and has brought 
back a passion for developing the 
leaders at our school.  

Corinne’s role as Secretary will 
require her to 
communicate 
consistently 
with councils 
and advisors 
across the state 
of Maine.  As a 
four-year mem-
ber of the stu-
dent council at 
OTHS, Corinne 
certainly un-
derstands what 
it takes to be 
a leader.  In 
her speech, she 
said, “We come 

from many communities to grow not 
only as councils, but a unit of many 
leaders, to grow what we can accom-
plish both individually and together.  
When leaders decide to collaborate, 
great things occur.”

Both Regan and Saucier impressed 
advisors and councils from around 
the state.  With support from their 
community, and fellow OTHS stu-
dent council members, Adam and 
Corinne will work with other student 
leaders around the state to plan a 
state conference for May 2018. 

For more information and updates 
from the OTHS Student Council, 
visit: https://sites.google.com/rsu34.
k12.me.us/oths-student-council/

AP Art at National Portfolio Day
Six Students from OTHS AP Art 

Class took a trip to the “National 
Portfolio Day” Portfolio Review in 
Boston. National Portfolio Day is an 
annual event, held in multiple loca-
tions across the United States and 
Canada, produced specifically for 
emerging visual artists and design-
ers. It is an opportunity for those 
who wish to pursue an education in 
art and design to meet one on one 
with professional representatives 
from colleges and universities who 
are accredited. 

It is designed to help further the 
artistic development of young artists 

and designers by bringing together 
experienced post-secondary repre-
sentatives to review student port-
folio materials and offer feedback 
and guidance. National Portfolio 
Day may be the first time students 
have been in an environment with 
so many people in one place who all 
share a powerful commitment to art 
and design. The experience can be 
very inspiring and is a small taste of 
what a professional art and design 
program can be like. 

This National Portfolio Day event 
was hosted by Lesley University Col-
lege of Art and Design.

From Left to Right: Auralee Mayfield, Rebecca Koeplinger, Kyla Veasy, Kalen Avery, 
Faith Coty, and ChAina Love

JROTC Drill Team Prospers
By Cadets Kyra Armitage and 

Connor Cashman
The 2017 Drill Season is in the 

books!  Each year the Coyote Bat-
talion competes in the Northern New 
England Drill League with schools 
from Maine, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont.  We have lost many vet-
eran competitors over the last two 
years, but this year showed promise 
with twenty-two motivated cadets 
joining the team.  “This is the largest 
team we have seen in 10 years,” not-
ed First Sergeant (Retired) Joel Pea-
slee, the team coach.  Cadets partici-
pate in various events; Squad Armed 
and Unarmed, Platoon Armed and 
Unarmed, Color Guard, Individual 
Drill Review, and Inspection.  Squad 
events consist of nine people, and the 
platoon events thirteen people.  Each 

meet saw improvement, and the 
cadets earned a spot on the podium 
in at least one event each meet.  
During the final event of the sea-
son Cadet Kyra Armitage earned a 
second-place finish in the Individual 
Drill Review competition.  Cadet 
Armitage is excited about next year’s 
team, and she is positive going into 
the off season, “We are going to lose 
four seniors, but we have set up a 
great base for next year.”



Cathedral Quilt
Leonard Middle School students 

completed their service learning 
project which was to make a cathe-
dral quilt with master quilt maker 
Kathy Schmidt. Students by pre-
sented the quilt on October 26th, 
2017 to Cynthia Vaughn, the Maine 
coordinator for Project Linus. Stu-
dents had  hand sewn the many quilt 

squares and written words of encour-
agement into the design.  

Project Linus is a national all-vol-
unteer non-profit organization which 
has delivered more than 5 million 
blankets to seriously ill and trauma-
tized children.  In Maine over 42,000 
blankets have gone to those needing 
comfort. 
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LMS Egg Drop
It has become somewhat of a 

tradition for our 8th grade class 
at Leonard Middle School to start 
the year with a group challenge 
that brings students together for a 
friendly competition and lays the 
groundwork for building a strong 
community of learners. For the past 
few years, with the help and support 
of our friends at the Old Town Fire 
Department, our 8th graders have 
participated in the Egg Drop Chal-
lenge. 

The challenge requires students to 
work in small teams and use materi-

als purchased with a fictional budget 
to create a device that will safely 
and slowly deliver an egg to the 
ground after being dropped from the 
Old Town Fire Department’s ladder 
truck. The team having the device 
with the longest flight time and of 
course, an unbroken egg, wins the 
challenge. 

This year’s competition was stiff 
but everyone came out a winner, 
achieving the ultimate goal of work-
ing together and building community 
amongst peers and their teachers.

 Students pictured from the left to right, back row: Kena Rawson, Kyle Paradis, Deakan 
Shaw, Rayshan Quinones, Peyton Vose, James Dumont.  2nd row: Kimberly Thompson, 
Riley Kelley, Kelsey Moulton, Abby Brawn, Sydney Loring, Kilee Bradeen.  Bottom row: 
Ally Boise, Madeline Arsenault, Art teacher Adele Drake and Project Linus coordinator 
Cynthia Vaughn.  Photo Copyright William Drake Photography 2017.  Used with permis-
sion.`

LEONARD MIDDLE SCHOOL
David Crandall, Principal
827-3900

LMS Robotics Succeeds 
at State Competition

The Coyote Pups came home from 
the Maine State FIRST Lego League 
Tournament with two important 
prizes.   Alphas were awarded 2nd in 
sportsmanship (Gracious Profession-
alism) and 1st in Innovative Solu-
tion were the Gammas for their wa-
ter treatment system.  Deltas placed 
6th out of 60 in the robot games with 
the success of their  ‘bodacious loops’ 
(per one judge’s comments of their 
programming).

The Coyote Pups are focused not 
only on doing their best, but also 
sharing their journey with oth-
ers. The Coyote Pups were happy 
to support the OTES Family Code 
Night by having their EV3 robots 

on hand. They said it feels good to 
get younger students excited about 
what they love to do. The Gammas 
were invited to share their project 
with the Penobscot County Commis-
sioners and were excited to bring 
their ideas to people who can make a 
difference. At the competition itself, 
we were told by more than one team 
that they look up to the Coyote Pups.

We were fortunate this season to 
be supported by a number of parent 
volunteers and two University of 
Maine student groups   the Society 
of Women Engineers, and Engineers 
without Borders, as well as the Old 
Town Water District. 

The Coyote Pups are...ALPHA: Maxwell Chapman (8), Ryan Kelley (8), Logan Madden 
(8), Harrison Smith (8), Jamey Badger (6), Keane Burns (6), Ian Dutra (6), Noah Nicker-
son (6)...DELTA: Ethyn Lolar (8), Jorden Cote (7), Andre Paradis (7), Hailee Pelletier (7), 
Stirling Hall (6), Dominic Lagasse (6), Will Nichols (6), Alecxander O’Meara (6)...GAMMA: 
Avery Ell (8), Lily Millard (8), Phoebe Sanborn (8), Emma Tupper (8), Maddie Weston (8)
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Music Gives Back
8th graders members of the Leonard Middle School bands and chorus used 

music as a way to give back during the holidays. The chorus spent the fall 
raising funds and gave two donations; a laptop to an 8th grade student with 
a degenerative disability and $1000 to Disability Rights Maine. Band mem-
bers spent a Friday afternoon playing Christmas carols around the Bangor 
area, with stops at Dirigo Pines and the pediatric floor at EMMC. 

Photo caption: a resident at Dirigo Pines taps the beat on her leg as she enjoys carols 
played by 8th graders from Leonard Middle School. Music is for Everyone! 

Students enjoy playing musical instruments through an adaptive music 
class at Old Town Elementary.  They also enjoy dancing and exploring the 
many ways to create music.  

Old Town Elementary Second Year Band warms up and prepares to play right before 
their performance at their winter concert.  

In RSU 34, Music is Everywhere!

Veterans Day
By Henry Sherwood, 3rd Grade Student
Earlier this year, Mrs. Sullivan’s class 

at Old Town Elementary School had four 
special guests: Veterans! Jordan and Aaron 
Pinkham, Brandon Crouse, and Sam 
Thompson all visited their classroom. They 
are all Veterans. Jordan spent 4 years in 
the Marine Corps, and he is now transfer-
ring to the Air National 
Guard. Aaron is in the Air 
National Guard and is being 
trained to be a pilot. Sam 
is an Army Veteran, and 
he also served in the Air 
Guard, as well as the Army 
National Guard. Brandon is 
also in the Air Guard. There 
are a lot of Airmen!

Veterans Day is when we 
honor Veterans, living or 

dead, whereas on Memorial Day, we only 
honor Veterans who have passed away. 
We have this holiday because WWI ended 
on November 11, 1914. It used to be called 
Armistice Day before it was changed to 
Veterans Day. The class very much appre-
ciated these visits. Thank you Veterans for 
serving our country!

The OTES Civil 
Rights Team had a 
welcome to OTES 
pizza party on Thurs-
day November 16th. 
75 new students/
family members at-
tended!  We played 
games with the OT 
Rec program and the 
YMCA. Pizza and 
salad was provided by 
our awesome lunch 
staff. Thanks to all who helped make this a great time! Mrs. Wilcox and Mrs. Moran



Junior Park Rangers 
by the OTES 3rd Grade Team
3rd Graders from Old Town 

Elementary School went to Acadia 
National Park in October as part of 
the Junior Park Ranger Program. 
While they were there, the students 
performed the six jobs expected of 
park rangers. These include inter-
pretation, resource management, 
maintenance, administration, fire 
management, and protection. 

While in the park, students ob-
served signs of animal life on forest 
trails, analyzed sand and water sam-
ples, and performed skits.  For many 
students, this trip was their first 
visit to the Atlantic Ocean. Students 
enjoyed a picnic on the beach before 
returning to school. This experience 
was made possible through a grant 
from The Friends of Acadia Yellow 
Bus Fund.
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OLD TOWN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Dr. Jeanna Tuell
Principal

827-1544

Clockwise from left:  Mrs. Gilbert’s and Mrs. White’s classes are sworn in as Junior Park 
Rangers. Students in Mrs. Sullivan’s class clear the sand off of the steps at Sand Beach.   
In awe of the ocean!

Second Grade Thanks the Y.M.C.A.
By the OTES Second Grade Team
Second graders at O.T.E.S. had 

the wonderful opportunity to have 
six sessions of swimming lessons 
at the Old Town Orono Y.M.C.A. 
They learned the basics of water 
safety, along with several swim-

ming strokes. We would like to take 
this public opportunity to thank 
the Y.M.C.A. for their generosity in 
providing free swimming instruction. 
Their patience and expertise made 
such a difference for our group of 
students.  Thank you, Y.M.C.A.!  
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WONDER
By:Joslyn King, 

5th grade student 
in Ms. Moran’s 
class

On Tuesday 
November 21, the 
whole 5th grade 
went to Bangor 
Cinemas to watch 
the movie, Wonder. 
The PTC (aka Par-
ent Teacher Com-
mittee) paid for 
the trip! The PTC 
made this possible 
for the 5th grade. 
All the students in 
5th grade read the 
book Wonder and 
were hoping to see 
the movie. Luckily 
the PTC was there! 
All of our thanks 
goes to you!

Students are going for the Gold in the First-Ever WinterKids Winter Games!
Students from Old Town Elemen-

tary School are participating in the 
WinterKids Winter Games for the 
month of January.  Students com-
pete in a four-week series of physical 
activity and nutrition challenges 
designed to help them be active in 
the winter and learn healthy habits. 
Each school is encouraged to involve 
volunteers, parents, healthy eating, 
active living organizations in their 
community, and hold a winter carni-
val to close out the month’s events.

WinterKids selected one school 
in each of Maine’s sixteen counties 
to participate in this new program. 
Schools compete for weekly points 
based on the total percentage of the 
student body that participates. Old 
Town Elementary is the Penobscot 
County School for 2018. Schools 

competing in the WinterKids Win-
ter Games receive a toolkit full of 
resources and incentives to help 
students earn points, including the 
award-winning WinterKids Guide to 
Outdoor Active Learning - an easy 
to use resource to help kids move, 
learn, and explore outdoors while 
meeting education standards.

WinterKids offers a unique ex-
perience for students and teachers 
alike and makes great strides in 
encouraging kids to foster healthy 
lifelong habits.  Old Town Elemen-
tary School is thrilled to be selected 
to participate in the WinterKids 
Winter Games. This is an exciting 

opportunity to showcase healthy 
behaviors with our students, and to 
work toward earning prizes for our 
school! We have a series of activities 
planned this month, including open-
ing and closing ceremonies, outdoor 
scavenger hunts, My Plate Relays, a 
Pop-Up Tour, and more!

Schools participating in the Win-
terKids Winter Games accrue points 
for cash prize awards: $5000 – Gold 
Medal School, $2,500 – Silver Medal 
School, and $1,500 – Bronze Medal 
School.

For more information about Old 
Town Elementary School’s involve-
ment in the WinterKids Winter 

Games, please call 827-1544 or 
email Jeanna Tuell  (Jeanna.tuell@
rsu34.org), Maggie Mitchell (Maggie.
mitchell@rsu34.org), or Mary Ke-
ane (mary.keane@rsu34.org). For a 
complete list of participating schools 
or questions regarding the Winter-
Kids Winter Games, please contact 
WinterKids at 207.871.5700.

WinterKids is the nonprofit orga-
nization that helps children develop 
healthy lifelong habits through edu-
cation and fun, outdoor winter activ-
ity. The organization delivers inno-
vative outdoor programs for families, 
schools, and communities. Winter-
Kids’ Major Community Sponsor is 
Hannaford. WinterKids’ Supporting 
Sponsors are L.L.Bean and Irving. 
Learn more at WinterKids.org.

Second Grade and Service Learning
By the OTES Second 

Grade Team
Second grade has cho-

sen Sarah’s House as our 
service learning project. In 
December all second grad-
ers visited Sarah’s House 
and brought hand-made 
ornaments to hang on their 
Christmas tree. We study 
holidays around the world 
and each ornament repre-
sented a different country. 

The staff at Sarah’s House welcomed 
our students and gave us a tour of 
their beautiful facility. In the spring 
the second grade students will create a 
cookbook filled with their own recipes 
and helpful advice. We are learning 
how to give of ourselves to help other 
people. 

The second grade teachers were 
so proud of our students.  They were 
respectful, quiet, and kind during their 
visit. They spread love, peace, and joy.

A Pumpkin Can Be…     
By Marion Young-Talon
…so many things to a Pre-K stu-

dent. It is something that they grow 
in the garden and harvest in the 
Fall. It is 
a spooky 
jack-o-
lantern on 
Halloween 
night, a 
pumpkin 
pie to eat 
after a 
good din-
ner or a 
decoration 
for their 
home. Pumpkins can be all of this 
and more; especially in Mrs. Talon’s 
Pre-K classroom. Pumpkins can 
be math when we count the seeds 
inside, use unifix cubes to count how 
tall and use a scale to find out how 

much it weighs. Pumpkins can be lit-
eracy and science when we read both 
fiction and non-fiction stories, make 
the life cycle of a pumpkin and check 

to see if a 
pumpkin 
will sink 
or float 
in water. 
Pumpkins 
can be so-
cial stud-
ies when 
learning 
where 
they are 
grown 

and the different varieties that are 
planted. Pumpkins can be art when 
we draw or paint them. Pumpkins 
can be so much to a preschool age 
child. They bring excitement, joy, 
and lots of learning.  
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"Snow is Falling; Books are Calling"

Fifth-graders Robert and Claire help Mrs. Palmer put finishing touches on the library 
window.

Thankful Writing Project
By Mrs. Moran’s Fifth Graders and Mrs. Stevens’ Second Graders

Dinosaur Day 
Celebration

Did you know that October is the 
month of the Dinosaur?? Mrs. Vose’s 
class celebrated Dinosaur Day on 
October 19th. Students were able to 
bring in dinosaur books, dinosaur 
games, and dinosaur toys. The whole 
day was dedicated to DINOSAURS!! 
We had dinosaur math, dinosaur 
readings, dinosaur research and 
writing, and we even added a little 
dinosaur play!

We Are Grateful For . . .

By Joslyn and Kennady

When Thanksgiving time comes, 

everyone is saying what they are 

grateful for. At the Old Town El-

ementary School 5th graders and 

2nd graders get paired up to tell 

everyone what they are grateful 

for. So Kennady and I (Joslyn) are 

going to tell you some things we are 

grateful for.

We are grateful for a great school 

and education, for a great commu-

nity, wonderful people, and a clean 

and healthy environment. And last 

of all, we are grateful for military 

people who risk their lives to pro-

tect our country.

We Are Thankful For . . . 

By Torin and Evan

We are thankful for pets, 

friends, buddies, T.V., power, 

trees, plants, food, air, school, 

sports, drinks, family, teach-

ers, bathrooms, lockers, mu-

sic, chairs, tables, and houses.

My name is Evan and I 

like art and I like to sing.  I 

also like to play football.  My 

name is Torin and I like to 

play sports and I like band.  I 

am also thankful for my mom.

I Am Thankful By BradyI am thankful one of my 
family members is a veteran. 

I am thankful for fun things 
to do.  I like the principals 
here at OTES. I like that 
there’s a lot of kids to play 
with.  I am thankful for 
water, healthy food, sports, 
T.V., the stove, the couch, and 

teachers.

What We’re Thankful For
By Jesse and Matthew
I am thankful for the moon 

because it gives us tides. 
(Jesse)  I am thankful for 
being smart. (Matthew)  I’m 
thankful for being fast.  Have 
a good day!

We Are Thankful For

By Peter and Shaday

We are thankful for animals and 

the playground because it cost a lot 

of money. We are thankful for colors 

because they look good on people and 

the alphabet and the numbers to help 

us learn.  We are thankful for our 

moms and dads. We are thankful for 

Youtube, T.V., and phones. 

Dear School, The thing I like about 

you is that you have food for us and 

the playground and I think that more 

people should come to this school and 

have good times and trips too.  I think 

everyone will have fun and do work. 

Thank you for the light and laptops 

and the hard-working teachers and 

builders who built the school and the 

playground because there is a lot of 

money to do all of that.  Thank you, 

school!



ALTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Cheryl Leonard, Principal
394-2331
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K News
In December we celebrated our Five Senses unit by making gingerbread 

houses. Our families came in to help out. Everyone brought in candy, graham 
crackers, and frosting to make these edible creations. We had a good time 
designing the houses. I think we ate more candy and frosting than we used 
on our houses! 

We have been busy in the Kindergarten room learning about Engineering 
and Building Structures. We learned how to make our buildings strong and 
tall. One of our challenges was to see who could build the tallest tower with-
out it falling down. We also used different materials to make buildings, such 
as toothpicks, marshmallows, plastic connectors, straws, and clay. 

Brightening the Holiday Season

Students at Alton Elementary 
School worked hard during the Har-
vest Celebration making Thanksgiv-
ing placemats and center pieces for 
the residents of Orono Commons.  
When Mrs. Vafiades delivered the 
Thanksgiving gifts to Orono Com-
mons, she was invited to bring the 
whole school to visit to brighten the 
residents’ holiday season.  Students 
prepared for their visit by making 
greeting cards and ornaments for 
the residents.  They also practiced 
holiday and winter read alouds that 
they would read to residents on their 

visit.  On December 20th, Alton 
Elementary School ventured out for 
a well-prepared field trip to Orono 
Commons.  The visit began with 
students performing their holiday 
concert for the residents and staff at 
Orono Commons.  Then students and 
residents broke off into small groups 
for student-led read a-louds and a 
craft project. Teachers were very 
proud of AES students for sharing 
all their thoughtful and caring gifts, 
and residents and staff truly enjoyed 
the concert and read a-louds.

Electricity Transfer
Students in third and fourth grade 

have been studying electricity trans-
fer in science class. This includes all 
the ways electricity affects our lives. 
They have learned about renew-
able and nonrenewable resources 
and how our lives depend on these 
resources. 

Each student partnership created 
a poster showing how electricity 
transfers sound, mechanical, and 

light energy. The assignment was 
to design a booth that shows how 
important electricity has become to 
our lives. 

We continue to study the impact 
energy has on our lives.  Students 
are working on forming an opinion 
on the effects of renewable and non-
renewable resources and best prac-
tices for our future.

Clockwise from top:  AES Students 
performing their holiday concert at Orono 
Commons.  Madeline Lyford practicing her 
read a-loud with Carter Smart and Re-
van Holmes.  Brooklyn Dykstra practicing 
her read a-loud with Ms. Fox and Connor 
Wilcox.  Students share their work with 
residents..
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How we see ourselves ! Our illustrious first and second graders at AES hand-painted 
these selfies in art class with Mrs. Bosse.

This fall, Alton first and second graders created a rock art village in art class for the 
garden outside of their school. Maine Landscape

Students in Ms. Fox's class studied 
Maine landscape. To show what they 
learned, they each created a Maine 
map to show major mountains, 
rivers, lakes, and products used to 
boost the economy.

Also part of this project, students 
had to show where some of the major 
cities were located within Maine’s 
counties. Part of the project also 
included major historical sights. 

Students took notes, created maps, 
and researched before putting all 
their information together to create 
one big map labeled Maine map. 

In process of creating their maps, 
students used magazine pictures 
to show houses, mountains, forts, 
blueberries, lobsters, and all other 
aspects of their map.  Maine sure is 
an exciting state!

UMaine 4H Science
Students in third and fourth grade 

enjoyed a fun-filled UMaine 4H 
science program. The focus of the 
program was movement. 

Week one,  the students partici-
pated in Motion Commotion which 
allowed them to design a seat belt to 
keep their clay bud-
dies safe in a crash.  

Weeks two and 
three, students 
designed a device to 
help clean up debris. 
Students used tooth-
brushes, batteries, 
and wires. Students 
designed, tested, 
and improved on 
their designs. 

Week four, stu-
dents studied, cre-
ated, and improved 
on an aerodynamic 
bottle rocket. In this 
activity, students 

were to create a device that could 
fly and drop off supplies to an island 
destroyed in a natural disaster. 

Week five brought a really exciting 
project. With this project students 
design a fit bit device that would 
count steps and monitor heart rate. 

They used wires, 
circuit boards, and a 
computer. 

This motion series 
taught the students 
about safety in mo-
tion and how things 
are designed to maxi-
mize the best possible 
movement through 
space. They even did 
an exercise teaching 
them the importance 
of having your com-
plete attention on the 
road.
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VIOLA RAND SCHOOL,
BRADLEY
Cheryl Leonard, Principal
827-2508

Jack shows how to 
do the Warrior Pose

Brain Breaks in Second Grade
Second grade stu-

dents at the Viola 
Rand School in Brad-
ley have been par-
ticipating in various 
brain break activities.  
In the mornings they 
participate in some 
brain gym movements 
and practice different 
yoga poses.  In the 
afternoons, they often 
spend a few minutes 
dancing.

These exercises are 
meant to help get some 
energy out and refocus 
the brain, as well as 
encourage cross-body 
connections, which is 
good for gross mo-
tor development and 
learning.  Students 
say they enjoy these 
opportunities to move.  
They find the brain 
gym activities relax-
ing, the yoga poses 
challenging, and the 
dancing fun.

Addy practices Tree Pose, and Gage models The Hook.

PRIDE sponsored a Frosty the Snowman Day on the Friday before vacation.  Staff 
dressed as snowmen and children participated in a variety of snowman activities includ-
ing cookie decorating, snowman relay and other snowman games.  Thank you to PRIDE 
members and the many parents who make these fun filled events possible.

Families gather in the cafeteria to decorate gingerbread houses and have cookies and 
cocoa in early December.  

Kindergarten and first grade visited Hirundo Wildlife Refuge. The children learned tricks 
for identifying trees and leaves, saw animal habitats, and explored nature trails.  

2nd grade Students at the Viola Rand School in Bradley created their Main Street by 
painting rocks to represent buildings and vehicles in their town.
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Budding Kindergarten Meterologists!

As part of our weather study, we made a homemade thermometer and 
observed what happened when the liquid inside heated up and cooled down.  
We make daily observations of our wind sock, rain gauge, and thermometer 
to look for patterns in weather over time.  We love weather watching!

Bee Bots 
Buzz by VRS

Mr. Doty came by 
before vacation and he 
brought the Bee Bots 
with him.   After a quick 
lesson on how to program 
the Bots we were off 
and exploring.  We used 
simple commands to help 
the Bee Bots navigate a 
variety of mazes.  It was 
a fun and engaging way 
to spend the afternoon.  
Thank you Mr. Doty!

Pictures, left to right:  
Colbie, Brycen, and 
Logan lay the cookies 
on the pan.  Gage, 
Adrianna, and Eamon 
mix the dough.  Owen 
and Andraya prepare 
their recipe.  Braylynn 
pours in ingredients.  

A World of Cookies at VRS and AES
Throughout the month of Decem-

ber the students of Alton Elemen-
tary School and Viola Rand School 
learned about the different holidays 
and traditions around the world in 
library class.  We finished up the 
month of learning with a book called, 
“A World of Cookies for Santa” and 

baking different cookies from around 
the world.  The students had a blast 
and loved taste testing all of their 
creations.  Their favorite cookies 
were Mexican Wedding Cookies from 
Mexico and Eskimo Cookies from 
Alaska. 



Paint the Town
Leonard Middle School and Old Town Elementary 

students are so grateful to the City Council and busi-
ness owners for giving them the opportunity to display 
their artistic talents and community spirit by invit-
ing them to decorate the storefronts in downtown Old 
Town. 

It was a community effort that involved many part-
ners: the art education students from the University of 
Maine, Jane Parlee and Elise Cyr, art teachers: Adele 
Drake and Pam Dunphy, many 5th grade teachers, 
administration from both schools and of course the 8th 
and 5th grade students themselves. 

This year the project received much support from 
the New Life Cafe and students were deeply affected 
by the loss of Robin Gardner. As part of the project 
students decided to paint a “Roses for Robin” tribute 
on the entrance way of the New Life Cafe. We will 
never forget the kindness that Robin showed us while 
we were painting the storefronts. She gave us a place 
to warm up, wash our brushes and find snacks and 
beverages. 

In the end students learned that community service 
is about giving and receiving and the joy of this is 
evident in the art works that though temporary, will 
always be a part of who we are.
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Natural History and Wildlife 
for AES and VRS

Alton Elementary School hosted 
Viola Rand School on December 7th 
for a visit from Chewonki’s Traveling 
Natural History Program and wild-
life photographer and author Roger 
Stevens.  Matt Weeks from Chewon-
ki presented an owl, turtle, and 
millipede to the students.  Students 
had fun dressing up and learning 
about animal adaptations.  Students 
also had the opportunity to check out 
animal artifacts specific to adaption.  
Author and wildlife photographer 
Roger Stevens shared his experienc-

es as a wildlife photographer and his 
process of writing non-fiction chil-
dren’s books.  Students stayed busy 
between presentations with centers 
that focused on the non-fiction and 
wildlife theme of the day.  Students 
made bird feeders, built habitats 
with Legos and K’nex, built animals 
and habitats in a maker-space, 
and made insect crowns with Mrs. 
Murphy in the library.  A day full of 
enrichment and memorable experi-
ences was had by all!

Designers and Programmers and Engineers - Oh My!
RSU #34 uses Lego WeDo and Mindstorms kits beginning in 3rd grade to help teach students about robotics, design, engineering, and programming.  Here, 

students in one of the 5th grade teams (Mrs. Cyr, Mrs. Daniel, Mrs. LaFrance) build and program Lego creations such as Ferris Wheels, boats, and cranes.  
RSU #34 is on the cutting edge for these important skills for students!  


