
A Tribute to Barack H. Obama 

 

     In only a few weeks time,  on 

November 8th, Barack Obama 

will leave office and be replaced 

by either former Secretary of 

State, Hillary Rodam Clinton or 

Mr. Donald J.Trump. 

     President Obama will be leav-

ing office with some of the high-

est approval ratings of any exit-

ing president.     

     Our 44th president will re-

main an inspiration to, and will 

continue to have the admiration 

of many Americans. 

     President Obama’s story is a 

triumph for middle America.  His 

values, deportment, and bal-

anced, intelligent, thoughtful 

demeanor make us all aspire to 

be better people.    

    President Obama comes from 

a middle-class upbringing,  He 

was raised in a strong hard-

working family that valued edu-

cation. His conviction has always 

been that a life so blessed should 

be lived in service to others. 

(Continued on page 3.) 
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Published as a service to the WHS 

community.   

Committed to the students and  

families of Willingboro High School. 

Go Chimeras! 

Come to School and Class on Time. 

Have on the School Uniform Colors. 

Ignore Negative Behavior. 

Maintain a Positive attitude. 

Enjoy the High School Experience. 

Respect Myself and Others. 

Always Keep My Head, and Remember, Boro Pride Lives Inside! 

  Spirit Week ended on a high note this year when the Willingboro High School 

Chimeras varsity football team won their Homecoming game against Woodrow 

Willson on October 14th. The score was,  25 –6.   WHS Chimeras varsity team also 

defeated Holy Cross, on October 7th.  The score was 37-0!  Go Chimeras!! 

 Prizes for the Crossword Puzzle on Page 8 

   The first three WHS students to successfully complete the WHS crossword 

puzzle on page 6 of this issue will receive a prize!!  See Ms. Massaro in the 

LRC for more information regarding this contest.   
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New Teaching Staff Member Spotlight: Mr. Rospondek! 
  The Chimera Chronicle has been featuring teachers who are new to our school 

for the 16-17 school year. This month, we would like to recognize Mr. Brian 

Rospondek , who is a wonderful addition to our school’s teaching staff. Turn to 

page 2 to read more about him and learn more about his French classes.  

Back to School Night was        

Wednesday, September 28th! 
    Mrs. Ash was able to acquire hundreds of brand new, free books 

that were donated by First Book, (First Book is a nonprofit social 

enterprise founded in 1992 that provides new books and education-

al resources to children through your school library).  Books ranged 

in both content and age levels. Many book collections were also 

distributed. We hope you got your free books and we hope you enjoy 

reading them! 
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About Mr. Rospondek                                                                       
(Continued from page 1.) 

Mr. Rospondek  received his undergraduate degree from Rutgers University in 1997, his graduate de-

gree from the University of Delaware in 2000.  He also attended  the Université François Rabelais in the 

city of Tours, France.   Mr. Respondek is teaching French 1,2 and 3 this year.  Following is an excerpt from his online syllabus:  Students will be 

using French phonetics, grammar, and correct syntax in both written and spoken French. Students will be studying various topics 
such as basic vocabulary, education and school life, family life, leisure time, shopping, vacations, places around the community, and 

current events. Students will also be exploring the cultural differences between Francophone countries and the United States. Stu-
dents should keep an open mind and be aware that Francophone cultural norms and traditions may seem intellectually or emotional-

ly challenging. Students should be thoughtful and respectful in their commentary during these discussions and lessons.   

You can read more about Mr. Rospondke’s syllabus on his web page at willingboroschools.org  under Teacher’s Web Pages.    We  would like to 

welcome Mr. Rospondek and wish him much success here at Willingboro High School.  

 

This comic is continued on page 4. 



Guidance Corner 

   Seniors graduation day seems like a world away, but actually it is swiftly approaching.  To see all of  

the latest scholarship information go to the Guidance Scholarship page on the web at http://

www.willingboroschools.org/Page/914.  We have some excellent scholarships available to seniors and 

underclassmen alike.  Look for these scholarships to be listed and/or available in your classrooms, as 

well. 

—————————–————— 
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The New Culture and Cli-

mate Initiatives 
 

     Our Culture and Climate Specialist, Mrs. April Gittens-

Johnson is here to improve our school experience. Mrs. Git-

tens-Johnson has a background in guidance counseling and is 

very excited about improving the culture and climate of our 

school.  She has  an new survey that we hope you’ll partici-

pate in.  Don’t miss this opportunity to make our school bet-

ter.  The surveys will be distributed in homeroom, so ask 

your homeroom teacher for details. 

 

A Tribute to Barack H. Obama 
(Continued from page 1.)      

    With a father from Kenya and a mother from Kansas, President Obama was born in Hawaii on August 4, 1961. 

He was raised with help from his grandfather, who served in Patton's army, and his grandmother, who worked her 

way up from the secretarial pool to middle management at a bank. 

 

     After working his way through college with the help of scholarships and student loans, President Obama moved 

to Chicago, where he worked with a group of churches to help rebuild communities devastated by the closure of 

local steel plants. 

 

     He went on to attend law school, where he became the first African-American president of the Harvard Law 

Review. Upon graduation, he returned to Chicago to help lead a voter registration drive, teach constitutional law 

at the University of Chicago, and remain active in his community. 

 

     President Obama's years of public service are based around his unwavering belief in the ability to unite people 

around a politics of purpose. In the Illinois State Senate, he passed the first major ethics reform in 25 years, cut 

taxes for working families, and expanded health care for children and their parents. As a United States Senator, 

he reached across the aisle to pass groundbreaking lobbying reform, lock up the world's most dangerous weap-

ons, and bring transparency to government by putting federal spending online. 

 

     We thank you for your leadership these past eight years, Mr. President and we wish you well in your future en-

deavors.  
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Media Class Comics 

(Continued from page 2) 

     To read the rest of this comic go to the school newspaper online at willingboroschools.org and 

select Activities –Student Newspaper.  If you are feeling sad, or if someone is bullying you, don’t be 

afraid to speak to a faculty member, one of your teachers, a guidance counselor, the nurse, an ad-

ministrator, we’re all here to help.  We are dedicated to your well-being, and safety in addition to your 

academic success.    “Always keep your head up, and remember Boro Pride lives inside!” 



Spirit Week Posters—Seniors Win! 
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   This year’s Spirit Week theme was a “Tribute to Michael 

Jackson, The King of Pop.“ The seniors won the poster com-

petition with the first poster depicted left. Their poster of a 

chimera morphing into a scary Thriller-themed monster was 

excellent!  Everyone did a fantastic job with the posters this 

year!   The student council did a great job decorating for 

Spirit Week, 2016. 

 

  Each class had their own Michael Jackson theme, 2017’s 

was Thriller. The class of 2018 theme was Remember the 

Time.  The 2019 class theme was Bad, and the 2020 class 

theme was Black or White. 

   

   Spirit Week 10/10/2016— 10/14/2016 featured many 

events and activities including: a “Back in the Day” Skating 

Party at the  Holiday Skate Zone, which happened on Mon-

day evening, October 10th. Festivities included a contest   

for the best dressed Michael Jackson! 

 

  Other events during the week included Jersey Day, Twin 

Day, Unity Day, and Chimera Day.  Each day students partic-

ipated in different events, and dressed according to that 

day’s theme.  For instance, on Jersey Day, students wore 

their favorite sports team jersey. On Twin Day, two friends 

dressed alike, on Unity Day students wore apparel created 

by their class, and on Chimera Day, everyone wore the 

school colors, red and blue. 
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Band News by Kylasjia Hamilton 

 

     Congrats to the Willingboro Marching Band's color guard 

and dancers for their big win over Planfield on Saturday Oc-

tober,  15th. The auxilary won first place at the Camden Gym-

baree  in Camden, New Jersey. The dancers performance en-

listed songs like Tag and Toxic by Britney Spears. The color 

guard performed I've Been Searching. Drum majors also took 

home first place at the end of the event. The band also per-

formed at the Bergen Blowout in Englewood, NJ. This took 

place in the Bergen Performing Arts Center in Englewood, 

NJ. This was no battle, it was no more than a friendly compe-

tition with three great bands from NJ. The three marching 

bands each performed in three categories: auxilary,drum 

line, and full ensemble. We also did the dance mix for 2016. This enlisted songs like My Boo(running man song), 

Bet You Can't Do It Like Me, and Back It Up by Juvenile. The band will also be meeting up with Planfield and Camden 

at least two more times and will be at the Veterans Day parade right here in Willingboro,NJ. 

 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

Men Can Get Breast Cancer Too? 
By Nyalah Nixon 

As many people know, October is Pink Ribbon Month. The pink 
ribbon are to remind us of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Breast 
cancer affects not only the one diagnosed, but their loved ones as well. 

In 2016, an estimated 246,660 new cases of invasive breast cancer 
are expected to be diagnosed in women in the U.S., along with 
61,000 new cases of non-invasive (in situ) breast cancer.* 

I know first hand the effects of breast cancer, as it runs in my 
family, and one of my close relatives recently passed due to it. They’ve 
always told me that the best cure is prevention.  

Firstly, what is breast cancer and how does someone get it? Breast cancer happens when cells 
in the breast begin to multiply in an out of control rate. These cells usually form a tumor that can often 
be seen on an x-ray or felt as a lump. The tumor is malignant (cancerous) if the cells can grow into the 
surrounding tissues or metastasize (spread) to other tissues, organs, or other distant areas of the 
body. However, early detection can actually save you. Self checking is simple. Just raise your arms 
high overhead, look for any swelling, dimpling of the skin, or other changes. Check for any lumps, 
thickening or hardened knots. If you feel unsure, or just want to be safe, get a mammogram screening 
(there are centers here in Willingboro). Screenings can detect tumors before they can even be felt. 
Some people may be repulsed at the thought of checking themselves, or getting a mammogram but 
really it's just health. Besides, would you rather feel uncomfortable for a few moments or find out news 
that you never wanted to hear? Don’t take your health for granted. And contrary to what some people 

think, men can actually get breast cancer as well. About 2,600 new cases of invasive breast cancer 
are expected to be diagnosed in men in 2016.* The exact cause of breast cancer in men is unknown, 
so that’s even more of a reason to be conscious of one’s health. Know yourself, know your body, and if 
something seems out of the ordinary, then it's time to see a doctor. 
           How can you support the Breast Cancer Movement? There are many things you can do, such 
as donating to find a cure, raising awareness, giving financial and moral help to cancer patients, and 
many other things. My favorites of course, are the walk-a-thons. You're getting exercise, chatting with 
friends (sometimes making new ones along the way), and raising money for a good cause; what’s not 
to like? If you’d like to know more, visit the official Susan G Komen website: http://ww5.komen.org/
BreastCancer/WhatCanIDoWhatCanISay.html 

*Statistics retrieved from http://www.breastcancer.org/symptoms/understand_bc/statistics   

http://ww5.komen.org/BreastCancer/WhatCanIDoWhatCanISay.html
http://ww5.komen.org/BreastCancer/WhatCanIDoWhatCanISay.html
http://www.breastcancer.org/symptoms/understand_bc/statistics
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Pumpkin Rice Krispy Treats—               
Courtesy of Nyalah Nixon.    

Are you throwing a party this October 
31st? Or maybe just want some treats 
to get into the spooky mood? Well 
these Pumpkin Rice Krispy Treats are 
a simple, tasty snacks that anyone can 
make. All you need are household 
items, and anything you don’t have can 
be found in a quick trip to Wal-Mart. 
 
Ingredients: 
3 tbsp butter 
5 cups mini marshmallows 
red and yellow food coloring 
6 cups Rice Krispy cereal 
12-15 Tootsie Rolls 
green piping gel/frosting 
 
 
Instructions 
Melt butter over med/low heat 
Stir in marshmallows and begin to melt 
Add food coloring drops until desired color is reached 
Once butter and marshmallows are combined, slowly stir in 
cereal 
Remove from heat and mix until the cereal is evenly coated in 
sticky goodness 
Allow to cool until you can handle it and then start rolling into 
balls. Stick your thumb down in the center a bit to create a well 
for the Tootsie Roll stem 
Add Tootsie Roll to make a stem and then pipe green leaves 
or vines to create your pumpkins 
 
Recipe credit to http://www.365ishpins.com/pumpkin-rice-krispie-treats/ 

More Halloween treats can be found on their website: http://
www.365ishpins.com/24-cute-halloween-snacks/ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

Planning on going out this October 31st?  Here are 
some very important safety tips to consider, for you and  
your younger brothers and sisters. 
 

*Cross the street at corners, using traffic signals and cross-
walks. 
*Look left, right and left again when crossing and keep looking 
as you cross.  
*Put electronic devices down and keep heads up and walk, 
don’t run, across the street. 
*Teach children to make eye contact with drivers before cross-
ing in front of them. 
*Always walk on sidewalks or paths. If there are no sidewalks, 
walk facing traffic as far to the left as possible.   
*Children should walk on direct routes with the fewest street 
crossings. 
*Watch for cars that are turning or backing up.  
*Teach children to never dart out into the street or cross be-
tween parked cars. 
 
Have a safe and happy time! 

What’s Happening in MVP?  

By Camilla Carter 
 

   On Oct 24,2016 MVP went Pink for 

Breast Cancer Awareness. We cele-

brated the lives of those effected by 

Breast Cancerand the families that 

support the cause. We let off bal-

loons into the sky as a sign of our 

love and support.  

 

     MVP Greenhouse project 

began on 10-25-16 we will 

teach students how to care 

for and maintain a real green 

house. We will also grow our 

own vegetables as a part of 

a healthy eating initiative. 

All are welcome to join us in 

this effort. 

--  

     Making Visions Possible  is a program that was developed in re-

sponse to an ever-increasing need to promote healthy character devel-

opment, community service, educational support, and appropriate social-

ization skills. 

     M.V.P.  participates in community service by donating to the Food 

Bank of South Jersey, the Christian Caring Agency, Contact of Burlington 

County and the Hurricane Katrina Clean-Up Project.  To see how you can 

get involved, visit M.V.P. and become a part of the solution. 

 

 MVP is located in Room 304 and is open to all WHS students, Monday-

Friday.  See Ms. Carter in MVP for more information.   

________________________________________ 

About The Chimera Chronicle 

Current Club Officers: Te’Nel  Coleman-Kearney, Presi-

dent; Nyalah Nixon, Vice President   Elizabeth Massaro—

Club Advisors  

 

The new Chimera Chronicle Newspaper Club 

meets on Tuesdays, immediately after school in the 

Library.  All students are welcome to attend.  If you just want to contribute 

articles, we are accepting news stories, creative writing, poetry, and artwork 

for next month’s publication.   See Ms. Massaro (the media specialist) for more 

information.   

   Don’t see the news article, art work, poem, sports information 

you want to see?  Contribute! Send your school news to emassa-

ro@wboe.net. Our next issue copy deadline is Wednesday Novem-

ber 16th.   To submit material, email: emassaro@wboe.net, . Students must 

have their parents’ permission to have their full names published in the news-

paper.  See Ms. Massaro for a permission slip. (The paper also accepts anony-

mous and pen name submissions.) 

 

http://www.365ishpins.com/pumpkin-rice-krispie-treats/
http://www.365ishpins.com/24-cute-halloween-snacks/
http://www.365ishpins.com/24-cute-halloween-snacks/


 Across 

 1. In the equation E=mc2, E represents units of energy. The letter m 

represents units of mass, and C2 refers to the speed of this squared. 

 2. This was the first book ever mass produced using moveable type. 

 3. An infective agent that typically consists of a nucleic acid molecule 

in a protein coat 

 6. He was the 15th Vice President of the United States. The first Re-

publican to hold the office. He served under Lincoln, 1861-65. 

 7. Recent Tony Award winning play 

 8. Possibly the next president of the United States 

 9. This was a Spirit Week theme for WHS 2016. 

 11. This is an organelle found in large numbers in most cells, in which 

the biochemical processes of respiration and energy production oc-
cur.  

 14. His press printed the first major book using mass-produced mova-

ble type. 

 15. This Republican president was in office during the beginning of 

the 1929 great depression. 

 16. In American history, a scandal of the early 1920's, also known as 

the Tea-pot Dome Scandal 

 17. This Broadway play was based on the Wizard of Oz. 

 18. A word form that is derived from a verb but that functions as a 

noun, in English ending in -ing. 

 Down 

 1. In 1822, the American Colonization Society founded 

this African Country. 

 4. The new Assistant Principal at WHS 

 5. A word formed from a verb (e.g., going, gone, being, 

been ) and used as an adjective 

 8. In science, this reaction is a process that involves rear-

rangement of the molecular or ionic structure of a sub-
stance, 

 10. Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat for this bus 

company. Eventually, it was necessary to boycott them. 

 12. In sheet music, a symbol at the beginning of the staff 

defining the pitch of the notes found in that particular staff 

 


