
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Long History of Injustice 

Towards African-Americans 

–Emmett Till’s Story  

by Nyalah Nixon 
      

      On January 31,2017 Timo-

thy Tyson published his book, 

The Blood of Emmett Till, shed-

ding light on a tragedy that oc-

curred over 60 years ago. 
 

       Emmett Till was a young, 

14 year- old African-American 

boy that was brutally murdered 

for the lies one white woman 

had told. Years later this wom-

an has finally confessed to her 

crime, in order to placate her 

guilty conscious. The woman, 

Carolyn Bryant Donham re-

vealed to Duke University pro-

fessor and historian, Timothy 

B. Tyson that the claims she 

had made on August 24, 1955 

were false. 

 

     Fourteen-year-old Emmett 

Till was visiting relatives in 

Money, Mississippi, on August 

24, 1955, when he was accused 

of whistling at twenty-one-

year-old Carolyn Bryant: a 

white woman who was a 

cashier at a grocery store.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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Published as a service to the WHS 

community.   

Committed to the students and  

families of Willingboro High School. 

Go Chimeras! 

Come to School and Class on Time. 

Have on the School Uniform Colors. 

Ignore Negative Behavior. 

Maintain a Positive attitude. 

Enjoy the High School Experience. 

Respect Myself and Others. 

Always Keep My Head Up, and Remember, Boro Pride Lives Inside! 

     Boys Track and Field win State Championship!  Pictured here are 

Coaches Booker and Cornelius holding the Chimera’s champion-

ship trophy.  Read more about our boys track and field team in this 

issue and online.   According to Reuben Frank in his article “From 

the Back Stretch, “ that’s Willingboro’s 16th state relays title add 

that to the 39th overall state title for the boys. Add that to 19 state 

team titles by the Willingboro girls indoors and out, and that’s an 

incredible 58 state team championships for the Chimeras in the 

program’s history.    Willingboro placed third or better in six of eight 

events to pile up 52 points and finish 28 points ahead of second-

place McNair Academic.”  You can read the entire blog entry by 

Reuben Frank  by going online to : https://

sjtrackblog.com/2017/01/22/chimera-boys-deliver-58th-state-

team-title-back-to-willingboro-yes-58/ 

 Prizes for the Crossword Puzzle on Page 8 

   The first three WHS students to successfully complete the WHS crossword 

puzzle on page 8  of this issue will receive a prize!!  See Ms. Massaro in the 

LRC for more information regarding this contest.   
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  The Might Z-Club— Encourages Our Special Olympic 

Team—by Amandeep Kaur 
 

   The Z-Club of Willingboro High School went to the Special Olym-
pics at Burlington County for volunteering and cheering for special 
needs athletes. We had a lot of fun working with them. Our 
school’s athletes participated and performed fantastically. Our prin-
cipal Mrs. Ash came to see them and show her support. She feels 
very proud of our school.   See more about the Z-club and photos 
on page 5.  To Join the Z-club, see Mrs. Powe. 
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Did you know that: 

 

Black History Month began as “Negro History Week,” which was created in 1926 by Carter G. Woodson, a noted 

African American historian, scholar, educator, and publisher. It became a month-long celebration in 1976. The 

month of February was chosen to coincide with the birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. 

 

Jack Johnson became the first African– American man to hold the World Heavyweight Champion boxing title in 

1908. He held on to the belt until 1915. 

 

John Mercer Langston was the first black man to become a lawyer in Ohio when he passed the Bar in 1854. When 

he was elected to the post of Town Clerk for Brownhelm, Ohio in 1855 Langston became one of the first African 

Americans ever elected to public office in America. John Mercer Langston was also the great-uncle of Langston 

Hughes, famed poet of the Harlem Renaissance. 

 Alumni Art –Published in Previous Issues of the Chimera Chronicle 



Our Boys and Girls Track Teams: 

 

 

 

 

The Woman’s March—By Nyalah Nixon 
     The Women's March was a worldwide protest for 
women's rights, which took place on January 21st, 
2017. The march focused on other causes as well, such as immigration reform, healthcare reform, protection 
of the natural environment, LGBTQ rights, racial justice, freedom of religion, and workers' rights. Several 
marches took place simultaneously. A large portion of the marches that took place were in response to the 
inauguration of President Donald Trump. The protests were aimed at the President for previous statements 
and positions attributed to him that many have viewed as misogynistic. 
 

     The protest was one of the largest demonstrations -held in a single day- in American history. In Washing-
ton alone, at least 500,000 people attended; while an estimated 4.8 million participated around the globe. Ac-
cording to officials who organized the marches about 673 marches occurred worldwide, and on all seven con-
tinents. 
 

     The Women's March is significant in its resemblance to the Women's Suffrage Movement, as they both 
spoke out against political powers denying human rights. Not only did these two marches have similar goals 
in mind, they both took place at similar times with Suffragettes protesting a day before former President Wil-
son's inauguration, and Women's March participants protesting the day after Trump's inauguration. 
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Ice Cream and the New Men-

torship Program 
 
    The new student mentoring program hosted an ice 

cream social to kick off their new mentor/mentee 

initiative.  Everyone in the new program enjoyed ice 

cream on February 15th In the cafeteria, where Mrs. 

Gitten-Johnson, and Mrs. Bartholomew hosted the 

introductions between mentors and mentees for this 

new, and important initiative to help students make 

the right choices and do well in school. 
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Cosmetology is Open for Business! - After 

celebrating their grand opening, on 

January 17th, the Cosmetology Clinic is 

open Wednesdays and Thursdays during 

the school day. Congratulations to Mrs. 

Collier and all the cosmetology students.  

Come on down to the WHS Cosmetology 

Clinic and get a new look! 

WHS Celebrates Black History! 

 

Rosa Parks is known throughout the world as the “Mother of the civil rights movement," Rosa Parks' coura-

geous act on December 1, 1955, sparked the famous Montgomery Bus Boycott and changed the course of 

American history.  Her action improved millions of American lives. 

 

Jackie Robinson was the first African American to play Major League baseball outside of a segregated black 

league, in 1947. He became a living milestone for racial equality and changed the sport of baseball forever. 

 

In 1981 Maya Angelou accepted a lifetime appointment as Reynolds Professor of American Studies at Wake 

Forest University in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. At the request of President-elect Bill Clinton, she read her 

poem, "On the Pulse of the Morning," at his inauguration in 1993. 

Showstoppers Announces their Spring Musical - Shrek 

the Musical!  If you would like to join Showstoppers, see                         

Ms. Donna Ingram.  You can email her at 

dingram@wboe.net. 

- Submitted by Donna Ingram 
- Submitted by Elizabeth Collier 

Appointments and Walk– Ins ARE ACCEPTED 
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The Mighty Z– Club,  
(continued from page 1. )   

                        By Amandeep Kaur 
                                                                 and Nyalah Nixon 

    
       On Saturday, January 11 the Z Club went to the 
Trenton Soup Kitchen to help out. They provided 
many services such as serving food, cleaning and 
wiping tables, and pouring juice. One student, 
Heaven Green, recalls her experience there. “It 
was lots of fun working together with everyone; the 
whole atmosphere of helping felt really great. It’s 
really uplifting as well as humbling to do good for 
others. If I had another opportunity to do this I 
would do it in a heartbeat.” The Z Club members 
have made yet another impact on their community 
and we commend them for their efforts. 
 

In Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King’s day, the Z-Club 

helping out in  

the Trenton Soup 

Kitchen: 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The WHS Special Olympics Team 
 

 

Another American History Fact: 

Shirley Chisholm was the first African American wom-

an elected to the House of Representatives. She was 

elected in 1968 and represented the state of New 

York. She broke ground again four years later in 1972 

when she was the first major party African-American 

candidate and the first female candidate for president 

of the United States. 

 

 

Did you know that  

in 1940, Hattie McDaniel was the first African-

American performer to win an Academy Award (the 

film industry`s highest honor) for her portrayal of a 

loyal slave governess in Gone With the Wind. 

 

In 1992, Dr. Mae Jemison became the first African 

American woman to go into space aboard the space 

shuttle Endeavor. During her 8-day mission she 

worked with U.S. and Japanese researchers, and was 

a co-investigator on a bone cell experiment. 
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 A Long History of Injustice Towards African-

Americans –Emmett Till’s Story by Nyalah Nixon 
(Continued from page 1.) 

     Bryant embellished this allegation later in court when she told the jury that in addition to wolf-whistling 

at her, Till had grabbed her by the waist and said "You needn't be afraid of me, baby I've (done something) 

with white women before." 

 

     Four days later, approximately at 2:30 am on August 28, 1955 Carolyn Bryant’s husband Roy Bryant, and 

his half brother J.W Milam kidnapped Emmett Till from Moses Wright’s ( his uncle whom he was staying 

with) home. They beat him mercilessly, and then forced him to walk to the bank of the Tallahatchie river 

where they shot him in the head, and tied a 75 pound cotton gin fan to his neck with barbed wire before they 

sunk his body. Three days later officials found his mutilated body, which could only be identified by the ini-

tials engraved on his ring. The men responsible for the murder were acquitted (deemed not guilty in court) 

and never convicted of any crime. Yes, they walked out of the courtroom without a single punishment. 
 

     Till’s body was returned to his home in Chicago, where his mother held an open-casket funeral for 5 days 

in an effort to "let the world see what has happened, let the people see what I've seen. I think everybody 

needs to know what happened to Emmett Till.".  More than 100,000 people attended his funeral, where they 

saw his water-soaked and defaced body which his mother described as follows, “I was forced to deal with 

his face. I saw that his tongue was choked out. I noticed that the right eye was lying midway on his cheek, I 

noticed that his nose had been broken like somebody took a meat chopper and chopped his nose in several 

places. As I kept looking, I saw a hole, which I presumed, was a bullet hole and I could look through that 

hole and see daylight on the other side. And I wondered was it necessary to shoot him?”. 
 

     Carolyn Bryant Donham doesn't deserve any accolades for finally telling the truth. She was a coward then 

and she's a coward now. For us, Carolyn Bryant — her name at the time — will remain merely a footnote in 

history, yet a modern testament to the racist and iniquitous legal system that has long refused to give African

-American men fair judgment. 

(Glanton, Dahleen, Chicagotribune.com) 
 

Further thinking 

Many people are demanding that Bryant serves jail time, even at her old age. What do you think should be 

done? Many people also compare this to the Trayvon Martin case. Do you agree or disagree? Why or why 

not?  - If he hadn’t been murdered, Emmett Till might still be alive today.  He would have been 76 years-old.  

Trayvon Martin was only 17 years-old when he was killed.  He would have been 22, on February 5th. 

Nov./December  Crossword Puzzle Answers: 

Across 

3. salt 

4. John 

5. Aleppo 

8. Indians 

10. Showstoppers 

14. leaves 

15. tweet 

17. Walker 

18. pixels 

19. sleep 

 

 

Down 

1. taxes 

2. gold 

6. cranberry 

7. Cherokee 

9. football 

11. Hussein 

12. soltice 

13. photo 

16. turkey 

More Black History Facts (Hint: These facts should assist you 
in completing the cross-word puzzle on page 8.) 
 
Thurgood Marshall was the first African American ever ap-
pointed to the United States Supreme Court. He was appoint-
ed by President Lyndon B. Johnson, and served on the Su-
preme Court from 1967 to 1991. 
 
George Washington Carver developed 300 derivative prod-
ucts from peanuts among them cheese, milk, coffee, flour, 
ink, dyes, plastics, wood stains, soap, linoleum, medicinal 
oils and cosmetics. 
 
Hiram Rhodes Revels was the first African American ever 
elected to the United States Senate. He represented the state 
of Mississippi from February 1870 to March 1871. 
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Light and Airy Strawberry Cupcakes— 

Amended from Te’Nel Coleman-Kearny’s recipe submission. 

For the cupcakes  

1 1/4 c. all-purpose flour                                                                                                  
1/2 c. Unsweetened cocoa powder                                                                                
1/4 c. malt powder                                                                                                       
3/4 c. sugar                                                                                                                      
1 tsp. baking soda                                                                                                                                    
1 tsp. baking powder                                                                                                                                                                     
1 tsp. salt                                                                                                                              
2 large eggs                                                                                                                              
1 c. buttermilk                                                                                                                                   
1/3 c. unsalted butter, melted                                                                                             
2 tsp. vanilla extract                                                                                                                       

2 c. Buttercream Frosting  

Directions: Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Fill cupcake pan with liners; set aside.  
Make cupcakes: In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with a 
whisk attachment, mix together first eight ingredients. Add 
in next four ingredients and beat on medium until well 
combined, about 2 minutes. Pour in 3/4 cup boiling water 
and beat until well combined. Fill liners 2/3 of the way. Bake 
until toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean, 18 to 

22 minutes.  

For  Garnish:-  Ingredients: Chocolate Frosting or Strawber-
ry Frosting                                                                                                           Mini  
heart-shaped candy                                                                                                                      

Strawberries sliced length-wise  and mint leaves (optional) 

Directions:  After your cup cakes have cooled:  Frost your cupcakes with the choco-
late or strawberry frosting. Be sure to be generous with the amount of frosting you put 

on, so your toppings will stick.   

Next, place one or two strawberry slices into the cupcake frosting as show. Then, 
using a small dot of frosting as your "glue," place one or two candy hearts on the 
cupcakes  Choose the candy with sayings that you like.    Add mint leaves to taste.                                           
—————————————————————————————-                       

African Americans to Remember*:    

   Muhammad Ali was a former American boxer, one of the greatest heavy-
weight fighters of all time. He is known the world over for his boxing career 
as well as his political activism. A.K.A. Cassius Clay; three-time heavyweight 
boxing champion; crowned Sportsman of the (20th) Century by Sports Illus-
trated.He received Sports Illustrated’s title of Sportsman of the Century in 

1999. 

    Ella Fitzgerald was an African-American jazz singer. Considered to be 
one of the most influential vocalists of the 20th century, she also was known 
as Lady Ella. Fitzgerald received 13 Grammy Awards, the National Medal of 

Art, and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

    In 1901, Booker T. Washington published his autobiography, Up from 
Slavery, an immediate bestseller. In that same year, Washington’s profile 
was heightened by his famous dinner in the White House with Theodore 
Roosevelt. In the early 20th century, Washington’s leadership assisted in a 

push for increased emphasis on civil rights. 

    Possibly the most famous of all the Underground Railroad's heroes, Har-
riet Ross Tubman managed over a decade to make 19 trips into the South 
and lead more than 300 slaves to freedom. And, as she once said, in all of 

her journeys "I never run my train off the track and I never lost a passenger." 

* Don’t forget, these are also clues to the crossword puzzle on page 8. 

New Shirt and Tie Initiative!   

    Every Wednesday is 

Shirt and Tie day.  Gentle-

men, see Mr. Luther John-

son in room 305 for a free 

shirt and tie!  This initia-

tive is to improve the 

school culture and get you 

used to dressing for suc-

cess! 

    Mr. Johnson would also 

like to take a moment to 

say 'Thank You' to Mr. Egan, Mr. Bell, Ms. Holly Ricker and 

everyone who shared/provided shirts and ties for our young 

men. They were very surprised and appreciated it.  

    A few more ties, and dress shirts sizes 12-12.5 and 

up...white, black, or navy blue are needed. Together we can 

teach our young men how to dress for the future and NOT 

the streets. Let’s hold our young men to HIGHER STAND-

ARDS. One Day (Wednesday) a week,  Willingboro young 

men, we call on you to dress for success! 

————————————————- 

About The Chimera Chronicle 

   Current Club Officers: Te’Nel  Coleman-Kearney, President; Nyalah Nixon, Vice 

President   Elizabeth Massaro—Club Advisor  

 

   The new Chimera Chronicle Newspaper Club meets on Tuesdays, imme-

diately after school in the Library.  All students are welcome to attend.  If you 

just want to contribute articles, we are accepting news stories, creative writing, 

poetry, and artwork for next month’s publication.   See Ms. Massaro (the media 

specialist) for more information.   

   Don’t see the news article, art work, poem, 

sports information you want to see?  Con-

tribute! Send your school news to emassa-

ro@wboe.net. Our next issue copy deadline 

is Wednesday November 16th.   To submit 

material, email: emassaro@wboe.net, . Students must have their parents’ 

permission to have their full names published in the newspaper.  See Ms. Mas-

saro for a permission slip. (The paper also accepts anonymous and pen 

name submissions.) 

——————————————————- 
Another Famous African American: 

 

  Duke Ellington was an American jazz bandleader, pia-

nist and composer. He is considered by many to be 

America`s greatest composer. By the time of his death, 

Ellington had appeared for more than 20,000 perfor-

mances worldwide. He was awarded the Presidential 

Medal of Freedom in 1969 and the Legion of Honor by 

France in 1973. 



 


