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 Greetings AP Language and Composition Students: 

    In this comparable college-level course, you will be exposed 

to authors of narrative, expository, analytical, and 

argumentative texts for the purpose of emulating their writing 

styles and techniques. In doing so, this will ultimately help you 

identify and strengthen your own writing skills. You will also read and analyze nonfiction pieces 

to heighten your critical reading skills. Anticipate academic vocabulary tests weekly or biweekly. 

   You are expected to read Malcolm Gladwell’s David and Goliath, a nonfiction text 

expounding how underdogs overcome their disadvantages. Books for this course can be 

purchased at a bookstore, or you may access the pdf file of David and Goliath from our school’s 

website. As you are reading, keep a dialectical journal (a journal that records dialogue or 

conversation between the ideas in the text and the ideas of the reader). Visit my web page for 

further instructions and a sample dialectical journal (http://new.schoolnotes.com/MrsPowe).  

   Next, this class requires you to purchase and read William Zinsser’s On Writing Well. In parts 

one and two of the book, Zinsser provides sound advice on the principles and methods of 

effective writing. Expect a written assessment the first or second week of school. We will delve 

deeper into the other parts of the book as the academic year progresses.  

   You will also find the pdf file of Paul Robert’s essay “How to Say Nothing in 500 Words” on 

our school’s website as well.  Write a 2 page, double-spaced, typed reaction paper either 

defending, challenging, or qualifying Robert’s ideas and relate your own experiences in the dos 

and don’ts of writing. I anticipate your participation in lively discussions on the three texts and 

many others to follow. I would also like you to circle or record vocabulary and sentence 

structures in the texts that you find interesting. We will discuss these as well. On the first day of 

class in September, I will collect your dialectical journals and your reaction papers for your first 

assessment grades. 

   If you should have any further questions or concerns about the course, please feel free to email 

me or visit me in room 104. I am delighted to have you as a student, and I am looking forward to 

a prosperous academic year! 

Happy reading and writing! 

Mrs. Linda Powe  

AP Language and Composition Teacher 

& Department Chair 
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