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It's the Most Wonderful Time of the Year
SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGESUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Throughout the first semester of our school year, it has been extremely exciting to welcome our community to numerous events 
that include Grandparents’ Day, Veterans Day, Parent/Teacher Conferences, and other activities/events, just to name a few. The 
R-VII Community has missed these in-person gatherings over the past 2-1/2 years because of situations that were beyond our 
control. It is quite apparent that our school district thrives when we take advantage of the opportunity to come together to 
celebrate the successes of our students.

Now we enter the upcoming holiday season, which is another great opportunity for us to come together for play performances, 
holiday concert performances, and winter sports to watch our students do what they do best: succeed.

The recent snow fall has given our students and staff a holiday energy as we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving and the 
Christmas Season. During this special time of the year, I hope each of you will take some time to connect with your family and 
friends, exchange stories, hugs, and words of appreciation with those you love.

In closing, the District has approximately five weeks before the end of the semester. I would ask that you please do your part to 
help our community remain safe and healthy as we continue to navigate ongoing health matters across the nation, state, and 
community. Have a great holiday, Blue Jay Nation, and thank you for your ongoing support for our school district.Superintendent

Clint Johnston

STATE CHAMPIONS!

This Blue Jay varsity volleyball season started with one goal in mind. This goal was to not only return back to the Final Four, but to do even better! The team did just that by 
becoming the first EVER team in Jefferson High School’s short history to become STATE CHAMPIONS! The team took on 16 time state champion winners, Hermann. The Blue 
Jay community came through with their support by filling the stands and rooting on the Blue Jays! This was an AMAZING memory that the players, coaches, families and friends 
will have forever. The Blue Jays ended their season with a record of 32-5-1 with players breaking and setting many school and state MSHSAA volleyball records. They would like 
to thank everyone for all of the support throughout the season. Mark your calendars for their annual Daddy Daughter Dance this Spring! 
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Awards and Recognition
Danby Middle School A and B

Honor Roll Students

8th Grade
Lorellei Brown
Hailey Chatfield-Coke
Kylie DeRousse
Mackenzie Donjon
Haley Drury
Grady Fallert
Truett Fallert
Holden Green 
Daniel High
Alexander Hoff
Marcus Holmes
Aubrey Kennedy
Olivia Lee
Hailey Lowery
Kendall Neel

7th Grade
Nolan Adams
Ezekiel Bach
Parker Bowen
Kendall Cole
Charlee Dacus
Damon Drysdale
Lily Ehrhardt
Carmen Ferguson
Alison Fish
Isabella Gregory
Kate Haug
Lily Heenan
Liam Heizer
Vivian Hueter
Avery Humphrey
Scarlett Jones
Samuel Kerley
Oliver Klump
Avery Koenig
Cole Kuechler
Trinity Meagher
Ella Meyer

6th Grade
Canyon Bailey
Sydney Bernatow
Lainey Bushnell
Cassius Clippard
Cade Davies
Braxton Degeare
Colton Emily
Haylee Green
Marina Guseva
Bryant Hampton
Elise Kennedy
Adelynn Kentch
Brielle Naucke
Brooklyn Nevels
Taylor Reed
Camden Reuther
Mya Schnitzler
Ellie Shultz
Carleigh Stanley
Zoe Warren
Dane Wrigley
Alivia Zimpfer

1st Quarter 2022-2023 A Honor Roll

8th Grade
Brooke Bates
Evan Botkin
Rowen Boyer
Zoie Bradley
Colton Broadwater
Deagyn Browning
Maliah Byas
Amelia Clippard
Brandon Crader
Kaelyn Cruz
Jacob Darmody
Brody Diester

7th Grade
Gianna Barbagallo
Makaelynn Bolinger
Olivia Bone
Grace Boyer

6th Grade
Trey Ackerman
Grayson Brewer
Kendall Broadwater
Samuel Burton
Elynn Drury
Mackenzie Fieweger
Callie Giffin
Chalee Hammontree
Kylee Hastings
Dominic Herrell
Allyana Herrell-Nauman

Matthew Holmes
Ellsie Johanning
Rhett Kerley
Gracen Limpert

1st Quarter 2022-2023 B Honor Roll

Music Students All District Honors

Carol Stengel
Parker Taylor
Ella Waltman
Reese White
Cameron Wideman
Chase Young

Candice Raymond
Lane Schnitzler
Reese Schnitzler
Olivia Sikes
Kaia Stanley
Landon Taylor
Joshua Thieret
Brody Thornton
Talon Watson
Kyleigh Weiler 

Melynni Lober
Hayley Martin
Kyndal Menkhus
Presley Perdun
Laney Shoopman
Caleb Thieret
Olivia Tindall
Elizabeth Wakeman
Kaison Whitener
Gavin Wideman
Luke Wren

Lucas Bradbrook
Karter Bradshaw
Londyn Clatto
Samuel Cook
Seirra Davis
Dekota French
Reese Harmon
Ethan Jackson
Payton Joedicke
Ryan Karch
Riley Kent
Jack Klump
Evan Martin
Jayden Milfelt
Charles Petty
Kryslyn Poley

Bryar Rouggly
Fiona Sandbothe
Kale Sanford
Ella Taylor
Amari Terzic-Bruner

Garret Tindall
Kollyn Waters
Gavin Wheelehan
Andrew Wigger

Haley Ditch
Chloe Doza
Ila Forester
Dakari Gossett
Dylan Grayum
Charlotte Grow
Victoria Guseva
Jacob Harmon
Bryant Horn
Aiden Kentch
Leavie Linderer
Lyla Marshall
Brennan Martin

Alex Meyer
Emmy Moon
Renee Reuther
Jocelyn Sherfy
Morgan Stokes
Blake Travica
Benjamin Vandiver
Blayne Wilson
Greyson Wondell

Middle School Band
Cameron Wideman, clarinet
Reese White, clarinet
Olivia Sikes, french horn

High School Choir
Maseo Mercer
Mason Campbell

High School Band
Cole Van, euphonium

High School Jazz Band
Cole Van, bass trombone

August Musicians of the Month

September Musicians of the Month

October Musicians of the Month
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Maison Leon attended the American 
Legion Boys State Summer Program on 
the campus of Lindenwood University. 

Elisha Clayton attended the American 
Legion Women's Auxiliary Girls State 
Summer program on the campus of 
Lindenwood University. 

Alex Breeze, Mya Seek and Kole Williams attended Rotary Youth Leadership Academy 
(RYLA) during the summer.

Jaydn McCarty attended Missouri 
Scholars Academy on the campus of the 
University of Missouri Columbia during 
the summer. 

Awards and Recognition

Twin City Optimist Exhibition

This weekend was the Twin City Optimist Exhibition.  Our students did extremely well 
by taking home a total of 6 ribbons!  If you see the following students, please con-
gratulate them on their hard work! (Attached is an image of the students with their 
artworks).

Ava Haugh- 2nd Place   Abbie Peters- Judge’s Choice

Ava Haugh- Honorable Mention  Marrisa Fasnut- Honorable Mention

Abbie Peters- Honorable Mention  Baylor Pemberton- Honorable Mention

Rotary Youth Leadership Academy (RYLA) Missouri Scholars 
Academy

American Legion 
Boys State

American Legion 
Women's Auxilary 

Girls State
Michelle Thompson, Fine Arts Educator at Jefferson R-VII School, has been recognized by Marquis 
Who’s Who Top Educators for dedication, achievements, and leadership in art instruction and produc-
tion.

Ms. Thompson attributes her success to setting high goals, passionately committing to staying on the 
path towards her goals, and lastly her drive and determination to work hard towards reaching her goals. 
Her most notable achievement in art education has been witnessing the artistic growth among her 
students and her daughters. Ms. Thompson’s goal for the coming years is to begin a new series based 
on the formal attributes found in artifacts that can be found between the classical elements of earth, 
water, air and fire. In addition to her series, Ms. Thompson is excited to continue her studies in the field 
of education in the development of artistic identities with her students.

"Some of my career goals are to continue my research as a reflective practitioner in the art educational 
practices by using additional venues. I would like to continue connecting the contemporary art field 
to the classroom experience in order to prepare students for their artistic careers after graduation. I 

believe that finding additional avenues for my students to develop a deeper understanding of themselves as artists is monumental 
in becoming successful artists in the contemporary art field. In addition to my research of development artistic identity through 
written form, such as reflection journaling and writing artist statements, my goal is to have students develop understandings in 
how contemporary artists utilize the following avenues to further evolve as artists: Portfolio Development, Exhibition and Curation 
for Artistic Development, Self-Directed Artistic Development and Artistic Promotion. Students developing new understanding 
within the framework of new avenues can possibly aid in the further development their artistic their own identities and abilities to 
evolve as artists.

Marquis Who's Who Top Educators

The visual arts teach students that problems can have more than one solution; 
furthermore, the visual arts celebrate multiple perspectives, such as how there are 
many ways to see and interpret the world that surround us. The visual arts also can aid 
students in visually representing what is hard for them to say."

"As an art educator, I nurture and provide opportunities and avenues for my students 
to develop their visual literacy skills and their artist identities. Among those skills 
students are able to communicate narratives effectively with one another, and also 
appreciating other artists’ narratives that may be different from their own by teaching 
them empathy and understanding of other artists’ points of view."

August Athletes of the Month
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Awards and Recognition Continued

Danby Middle School Students of the Quarter

September Athletes of the Month

October Athletes of the Month
Congratulations to Bryce on his 

acceptance to Southeast Missouri State
Congratulations to Kristen on her 

acceptance to Southeast Missouri State

Congratulations to Kayden & 
Paige were recognized by 
MSHSAA Organization at the 
State Volleyball Tournament for 
“Excellent Students of 
Character”!
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Awards and Recognition Continued

Congratulations to Paige Siebert for signing her 
National Letter of Intent to continue her Volleyball 

career at Missouri Valley!

Congratulations to Emma Breier for signing her 
National Letter of Intent to continue her Volleyball 

career at Pitt State!

Congratulations to Ava Roth for signing her 
National Letter of Intent to continue her Volleyball 

career at The University of Arkansas!

Congratulations to Kirstyn Loyd for signing her 
National Letter of Intent to continue her Volleyball 

career at Missouri Southern!

Congratulations to Saylor on her acceptance to 
Southeast Missouri State and Tess on her acceptances 

to Northwest Missouri State, Iowa Wesleyan, and 
Missouri S&T

Ava Roth was awarded the Daughters of the American 
Revolution Good Citizen Award representative for 

Jefferson High School. 

Congratulations to CJ and Hailee on their acceptances 
to Southeast Missouri State and 

Lindenwood University

Congratulations to Nate on his acceptance to Missouri 
S&T

Congratulations to Christina on her acceptance to 
Lindenwood University



Page 6 The Blue Jay Nation  November 2022

Wellness Fair

Veterans Day Ceremonies

On November 11, 2022, Jefferson R-7 School District welcomed over 800 guests to 
three performances by our students. Choir and band students performed a broad 
selection of patriotic hymns and music pieces to celebrate the heroes of our 
community.

Thank you to all who attended. More importantly, we would like to thank our veterans 
and families for their service and sacrifices which have allowed for the freedoms of 
every American citizen.

Grandparent's Day

Every year for Grandparent's Day, there has been a great turnout for the various 
events at each building. This year was no exception. Everyone seemed to have a great 
time interacting with their grandchildren. Thank you to everyone who attended and 
helped make this event very special for the students.

Local Hereos Celebrated

The District held its annual wellness fair for district staff to celebrate another year of 
focusing on improving health and increasing our physical activity.

Guest speaker, Tim Bono, Ph.D., and professor of Psychology from Washington 
University, and author of “Happiness 101: Simple Secrets to Smart Living and 
Well-Being,” gave an applicable presentation to the staff that was both encouraging 
and informative on handling adversity and understanding true happiness.

Staff also had the opportunity to attend breakout sessions over the course of the 
evening regarding hiking trails that are available locally, self-defense, and Pilates. The 
evening ended with the staff favorite: door prizes provided by local vendors, 
businesses, and private donors. We are grateful for their support of all who 
contributed to the success of the evening.

Annual Staff Wellness Fair 
Deemed Success
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Upcoming District Events

A Night with Santa Event

New Substitute Certification
Interested in becoming a substitute teacher in Missouri? Don’t have the required 60 hours 
of college-level credits?

You can now obtain your certification to become a substitute teacher in Missouri through completing Frontline 
Substitute Teacher Training, as approved by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. The 
training consists of approximately 20 hours of content specifically designed for substitute teachers and aligned to 
Missouri Teaching Standards. Upon completion, you will receive a Frontline Certificate of Completion demonstrating 
your readiness to obtain a Missouri substitute teacher license but more importantly, you’ll have the confidence of 
knowing you are prepared to enter the classroom.

The self-paced courses cover the following topics:
• Substitute Teacher Fundamentals
• Leadership
• Professionalism & Ethics
• Diversity Awareness
• Bullying Prevention
• Legal Obligations
• Classroom Management
• Instructional Strategies
• Working with Students with Special Needs
• Working with At-Risk Students DESE Substitute

Certification

DMS Color Fun Run
The Danby Middle School Color Fun Run hosted by the PTO took place on October 8th. Partici-
pants ran, walked, or jogged around a designated course at Danby and were doused with color at 
various color stations with one final color celebration at the finish line. The proceeds went to Danby 
Middle School's playground renovation. 

It was a great turnout with about 150 runners who participated. We would like to thank all our 
sponsors and all of the volunteers of PTO &  Danby staff for working together to run this successful 
event.



Page 8 The Blue Jay Nation  November 2022

Homecoming

Jefferson High School celebrated Home-
coming on Friday, September 30 , 2022. 
Homecoming week featured the theme 
“Fairy Tales,” and the week culminat-
ed with the Blue Jays football game vs. 
Perryville (Jefferson won 20-7) on Friday. 
Other highlights from the week were the 
crowning of Ava Roth and Joe Darmody 
as the Homecoming Queen and King, and 
Superintendent Mr. Clint Johnston serving 
as the Grand Marshall of the homecoming 
parade in his final year with the District. 
The freshman class won the float competi-
tion while the seniors won the spirit points 
throughout the week.

We kicked everything off with 3 great pep 
assemblies for Danby Middle School, 
Telegraph Intermediate, and Plattin 
Elementary. Then on Sunday night, we 
had the STUCO Bonfire. The blaze from 
the fire could be seen from miles away! 
District-wide dress up days for all K-12 
students and decorated hallways and 
classrooms kept the energy level high all 
week. The students enjoyed many games 
during the pep assembly, and of course 
the “Mance Dance”. Our week finished up 
with a fantastic homecoming dance, which 
was held in the high school cafeteria and 
main lobby.

By all accounts, it was a successful week. 
Preparations by JHS STUCO were abso-
lutely fantastic. They wanted to ensure that 
all students (K-12) would be a part of the 
homecoming experience. Along with their 
efforts and many other individuals, the 
week was a success and a great represen-
tation of our students, school, and com-
munity. A big THANK YOU to Mrs. Hueter, 
and Mrs. Guffey, the Leadership Class, and 
STUCO for all their hard work to make this 
week such a success.

During the week of October 10 th -14 th , Jefferson High School participated in the 
annual Fall Pink Week. During the summer, the National Honor Society, led by Jennifer 
Herzog, designed a t-shirt which promotes cancer awareness. These shirts are then 
sold district-wide and to the community to raise funds for a local Jefferson R-7 family 
battling cancer. To raise additional funds, NHS sold candy, cake pops, and wrist bands 
at the high school, worked in the concession stands at softball, volleyball and football 
games. We also had a Pumpkin Bowling tournament that many of our students took 
part in.

This year we were able to honor two of our local R-7 residents. Debbie Blaha had been 
battling cancer for about a year. Mrs. Blaha was as teacher at Plattin Primary. She 
wanted to thank the Jefferson R-7 Community for their continued support. She also 
wanted to thank her incredible family for everything that they have done for her. Unfor-
tunately, Mrs. Blaha passed away shortly after being honored during our Pink Week. 
We also honored Heather Schnitzler, who has been battling Hypertension in her lungs 
for several years and is on the transplant wait list for a new set of lungs. She also want-
ed to thank the R-7 community for all of their support of the past years. Mrs. Schnitzler 
is a former preschool teacher for the R-7 School District.

Members of the National Honor Society were there to present two checks; one to the 
Blaha family, and one to the Schnitzler family, in the amount of $4,000 each. Both 
families have decided to use part of that money to start scholarship funds for R-7 
students.

We would like to wish the Blaha and Schnitzler Families nothing but the best as they 
move forward through this difficult time – remember the Jefferson R-7 Community is 
behind you and praying for you every day.

We would also like to thank Mrs. Herzog and the National Honor Society for all of their 
hard work this week to make this possible.

Ava Roth and Joe Darmody as the Home-
coming Queen and King.

Scan the QR code to watch the 2022 
Homecoming recap video.

2022 Fall Sports

2021 Homecoming Queen Gabby Beffa 
presented the crowns to the new king 
and queen during coronation.
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SoftballCross Country

“The Jefferson Softball Team took the field after a challenging season in 2021. The Blue 
Jays fought hard in the 2022 campaign close to doubling their win totals, and improv-
ing all around with their play. The Softball team had notable wins against Herculane-
um, Affton, and Desoto. The Blue Jays finished with a 9-16 record and made it to the 
second round of district playoffs where they fell short of making it to the Champion-
ship falling to Montgomery County. The Blue Jays had multiple Individual Post Season 
Awards. With ten players receiving All District Honors and five players receiving All 
Conference Honors. Coach Robert Kuehnle said “ We laid the foundation this year for 
more successful years to come, and I could not be prouder of the progress we have 
made”. – Coach Kuehnle

“What a season for R7 cross country! This season we had a total of 15 runners show up
between the boys and girls team. With the majority of the team being sophomores and
freshmen, it was hard to know how this season would go or what type of team I would 
be working with. It seemed like every time I would set an expectation for them, the 
team would not just meet the expectation they would exceed it. This was a fun and 
hardworking team that was a privilege to coach. There were multiple personal bests all 
season long, countless medals, a new school record set by Emerson Selsor, and the 
girls team won 1st place at multiple races. At the end of the season we had four boys 
qualify for the state meet, and the girls team took second place at districts qualify-
ing them for the state meet as well. The day of the state meet dawned with less than 
ideal weather conditions. Each runner stepped to the line though determined to finish 
their season on a strong note. It's not easy running in 20 mph wind gusts, or on wet 
soggy ground, but each runner gave that race their all. Emerson continued her
fantastic freshman campaign coming in 20th at the state race and earning an all state 
medal. To say that I am happy with how this season went is an understatement. When 
you have a team that is mostly underclassmen and you have as much success as 
they did, it makes me proud of what they accomplished as a team, and excited for the 
future.” – Coach Rhodes

Varsity Volleyball
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Middle School Fall Sports Season Recaps
8th Grade VolleyballCross Country

Football7th Grade Volleyball

The 2022 Jr. High Football season was an exciting one to say the least! The boys went 
5-0-1 and scored an impressive total of 164 points on offense and only allowed 46 
points on defense. The boys’ goal from the beginning was to go undefeated. Keeping 
this in mind, they worked very hard in practice all year and just took it week by week. 
I was very impressed with this group' s ability to overcome and adapt to challenges 
during the season, especially during their toughest game against Park Hills Central. 
Overall, they were a fun group to coach and I am extremely proud of their accomplish-
ments. As always, I look forward to seeing what great things they will do in the future! 
– Coach Lipp

“This 2022 season was a great season for many. I had many girls that have never even 
played a team sport before and their willingness to learn was fundamental to our suc-
cess. We ended up placing second headed into the conference tournament and fell 
to Sunrise who ended up winning the Championship. Each athlete contributed to the 
team in several ways which is what made this year so special.” – Coach Grass

The 8th grade volleyball team showed great growth throughout this season, on and off 
the court. They came into every practice and game ready to advance their skills and 
work on teamwork. The team worked hard to push themselves to be the best player 
they could, not only for themselves but their teammates. The team was extremely 
competitive and showed great potential for years to come!

The 8th grade team won the title of JCAA Small School Conference Champions on 
October 18th at Sunrise.

“The middle school cross country team had a great season.  By the end of the season, 
we had enough runners to field full teams on both sides.  Our runners saw numerous 
PRs throughout the season and they universally improved on their mile times.  There 
were three separate meets in which every single runner earned a medal; our boys 
team was particularly successful as they won first place as a team at two meets and 
second place as a team at two meets.  The future of the cross country program is 
quite bright and we cannot wait to see how much these athletes grow in the upcoming 
season!” – Coach Boyer

Football

The 2022 season for the Jefferson Bluejays football team started out pretty rocky. The 
BlueJays lost 3 of their first 4 games, by a combined margin of 26 points to Frederick-
town, Herculaneum and St. Pius. From there the Jefferson football squad started link-
ing together some wins, starting with a 42-6 win over conference opponent Bayless. 
They followed it up with a 20-7 win over Perryville for homecoming and a 41-12 win at 
Grandview. The last two regular season games saw the bluejay play a pair of histori-
cally strong football programs. We played an exciting, back & forth football game vs 
the Ste. Genevieve Dragons that they eventually fell short, losing 41-34. The Bluejays 
bounced back with a big win over state ranked St. Vincent with a score of 46-28. It was 
the first conference loss of the season for St. Vincent and the Bluejays finished the 
regular season with a 5-4 record. The first round of districts the Bluejays battled with 
John Burroughs, but fell short 17-14 OT game. The Jefferson Football team finished the 
season with a 5-5 record and in 3rd place in the I-55 conference.

JV Volleyball

The JV Volleyball team had a very successful season; finishing with a record of 22-2-
2!  In addition, they took home the championship in the Valle Catholic Tournament 
and the Jefferson R-7 Invitational.  The team was led by four sophomores: Saej Bader, 
Mady Barbagallo, Megan Wood, and Maggie Wrigley. The team received huge contri-
butions from eight freshmen: Peyton Guffey, Ella Hueter, Halayna Loyd, Gracie Lalu-
mondier, Lucy Van, Baylor Pemberton, Ryleigh Johnson, and Louise Duepner. It's safe 
to say the future is bright for our volleyball program.
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2022-2023 Winter Sports Schedule
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Danby-Rush Tower Middle School
1250 Dooling Hollow Road
Cindy Holdinghausen, Principal - 937-9188
Chris Buenniger, Athletic Director
Kim Tessaro, Counselor
Clair Tindall, Health Services  Aide

Telegraph Intermediate
1265 Dooling Hollow Road
Dalania Watson, Principal - 937-6530
Jared Marshall, Counselor
Mandy Jo Kelly, Nurse

Plattin Primary
2400 R-7 School Road
Tina Basler, Principal - 937-7170
Jared Marshall, Counselor
Amy Cattoor, Nurse

BOARD OF EDUCATION             

Jimmy Jackson, President • Karen Koenig, Vice President • Mike Frisk • Beth McDaniel • Pete McPeters • Justin Neel •Chris Hastings

Lori Andrews - Secretary                         Ann Hampton - Treasurer

The Jefferson R-VII Board of Education meetings are the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Jefferson High School Performing Arts Center (PAC). All open session board meetings are live-streamed at team1sports.com/bluejaynation

 Visitors are welcome!

Jefferson R-VII School District
1250 Dooling Hollow Road • Festus, MO  63028 • Administrative Offices (636) 937-7940

Mr. Clint D. Johnston, Superintendent
Mr. David Haug, Deputy Superintendent

Jefferson High School
7 Blue Jay Way
Alex Rouggly, Principal - 933-6900
Chris Buenniger, Athletic Director
Debbie Runzi, Counselor
Chelsey Irwin, Health Services Aide
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