
Introduction

Athletic/Activities Handbook 2022-2023

Thank you for choosing to participate in the Hurley High School athletic
program.  We hope your athletic participation will enhance your educational
experience and the enjoyment you will have during your high school career.
Athletics are another vehicle to teach life skills needed to become a
successful member of society.  We hope you choose to participate in our
sports programs and student activities.

Sincerely,

Joey Little, Athletic Director
Hurley School District
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This handbook is provided to the student athletes to help them understand and to meet the
goals and objectives of our programs.  Please take the time to read and understand its
contents.

Any questions directed toward a particular sport should be directed to the coach of that
sport.  The handbook is a general guideline and should be used as such.  Each individual
coach will have the authority to establish his/her own expectations, guidelines, and rules
etc., per individual program.

As a Hurley High School athlete you are a member of a select group.  You will receive
more attention in school and in the community because you are a member of the athletic
program.

You, as an athlete, must want to become the best student/athlete possible.  Making correct
choices and positive thinking can make this a reality.  The coaches will only be concerned
with young men/women who are willing to prepare and strive for success.

The greatest aim in life is to succeed.  We want you to study and maintain a 2.5 grade
point average on a 4.0 grading scale.  You must realize there is no such thing as a
shortcut.  Success is a result of total commitment, dedication, hard work, and tremendous
effort.  If any athlete is willing to work for success, he/she will receive a share of the
rewards.

The main reason you are going to school is to get an education.  Sports are just part of the
total program.  You are expected to conduct yourself at school in a positive way, as a
group, and as individuals.  Your personal habits are on display everywhere you go; it’s
your responsibility to see that the reaction is favorable.

Everything you do on and off the playing field reflects upon your teammates and your
school, and especially on your family.  Always remember that both younger people and
adults idealize the athletes of high school and disapprove of athletes who use tobacco,
drugs, or alcohol.

When you have an occasion to speak to others, whether on the playing field or on the
street, be courteous and address them with respect.  Strive to be a leader by example.
You must first be able to lead yourself and then learn to lead others.

We want you to be part of building a strong tradition of athletics at Hurley High School.
You can be a part of that tradition by making a commitment to yourself, your teammates,
your school, and community to be the best.  Accept the challenge of trying to go where
other people have not!  Don’t be afraid to stand up for what is right and be courageous
enough to do the RIGHT things in life.
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MSHSAA GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION

The following guidelines are set forth by the Missouri State High School Activities
Association and the Hurley R-I School District.  Each athlete must meet these
requirements to be eligible to participate in athletics.

211.0

Eligibility to represent a school in interscholastic activities is a privilege to be attained by
meeting the standards of eligibility cooperatively set by the member schools through this
Association and any additional standards set by a member school for its own students.

212.0 CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENTS

Students who represent a school in interscholastic activities must be creditable citizens
and judged so by the proper school authority certifying a list of students for competition.
Those students whose character or conduct is such as to reflect discredit upon themselves
or their schools are not considered “creditable citizens”.  Conduct shall be satisfactory in
accord with the standards of good behavior set forth by the Hurley R-I School District.

A student shall not be considered eligible while under suspension.  The student who is
expelled or who withdraws from school because of disciplinary measures shall not be
considered eligible for 365 days from the date of expulsion or withdrawal.  If a student
misses class on the day of a contest or on the date of a practice without being excused by
the principal, he/she shall not be considered eligible on that date and could not be
certified eligible again until the student attends a full day of classes without an unexcused
absence.  Hurley R-I reserves the right to set more restrictive citizenship standards and
has the authority to judge its students under those standards.

213.0 ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

A student in grades 9-12 must have earned, the preceding semester of attendance, a
minimum of 3.0 units of credit or have earned credit in 80% of the maximum allowable
classes and shall currently be enrolled in and regularly attending courses that offer 3.0
units of credit or 80% of the maximum allowable classes.  A beginning 9 th grade student
shall have been promoted from 8th grade to the 9th grade for first semester eligibility.

A student must be making satisfactory progress toward graduation as determined by local
school policies.

A student who is dually enrolled in college and high school classes but who does not
receive high school credit on his/her high school transcript for the college work, may
have college hours earned during a regular semester count up to a maximum of 1 unit of
credit toward determining high school eligibility as follows:  ½ unit of high school credit
for 2 or 3 credit hour class.
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One unit of credit earned in summer school can be used to establish or maintain academic
eligibility only if that credit is placed on the school records and counts towards meeting
graduation requirements.

231.0 AMATEUR AND AWARDS STANDARDS

Students may not receive cash or merchandise for participating in an athletic contest.
Any awards presented must be symbolic in nature such as medals or ribbons and the
retail value cannot exceed $100.00.

232.0 AGE REQUIREMENTS

A student shall not have reached the age of 19 prior to July 1 preceding the opening of
school.  If a student reaches the age of 19 on or following July 1, the students may be
considered eligible for the ensuing school year.

235.0 NON-SCHOOL COMPETITION

Students may not practice or participate with a non-school team or in any organized
non-school athletic competition in the same sport during the same season.  Students may
participate on a school team and a non-school team in different sports during the same
season.  Students may not practice or participate for a non-school team or organized
non-school athletic competition on the same day that they practice or participate for the
school team without approval of their school administrator.

308.0 & 309.0 PHYSICAL EXAMINATION/PROOF OF INSURANCE

Students in athletics and cheerleading must have a physical examination every two years
by a qualified physician.  This form is to be kept on file in the office of the Athletic
Director.  In order for this physical exam to be valid, it must have been signed by the
parent or guardian giving the student permission to participate.

All students who participate in athletics and cheerleading must have on file in the office
of the athletic administrator written proof of valid insurance.
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HURLEY R-I PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES

Students are free to make their own selections as to activities in which they wish to
participate.  It is the Hurley R-I policy that students facing a conflict between two R-I
sponsored activities will be given a choice of which to attend.  Certain school activities,
(to be determined by administrators) will have priority.  Students are not to be penalized
by the coach/sponsor of the activity not attended.

A student who has gone out for a sport but quits of his/her own accord, will not be
eligible to start practicing for another sport before the end of the competition in the sport
that was dropped:  unless the head coach (of the sport that was dropped) gives him/her
written permission to do so.

All students will be transported to and from respective activities via school
transportation.  The only exception to this is when a parent makes a request to transport
the student and contacts the head coach personally to seek permission.  A student must
have written notification from a parent and have it approved from an administrator.
Students/athletes are not allowed to transport other students/athletes.

If necessary to be absent from practice, the student is expected to obtain permission from
the head coach prior to the scheduled practice.

Students must be in attendance a minimum of four hours to participate in any activity
scheduled for that day.  Exceptions are granted with Administrative approval only.
Students must be in attendance a minimum of four hours to participate in any activity
(practice or game) scheduled for that day and if a game/practice is scheduled for
Saturday, Sunday, or the following Monday, the students must be in attendance a
minimum of four hours the Friday (or the last scheduled day of school) before they may
participate.  Students who are absent from school may not practice after school for any
athletic event unless they have been granted approval from the Administrator.

Students with attendance percentages below 90%, in any class, will not be allowed to
participate in any extracurricular or co-curricular events sponsored by the school.  These
activities include band, FFA, FBLA, athletic contests, etc.  Students falling below the
90% attendance percentages may practice during this time. The superintendent or
principal will show discretion relative to policy concerning medical or emergency
situations.

In the event of truancy or suspension, the student will not be eligible for participation
until he/she has fulfilled the disciplinary requirements established by the administration.

In the event that a student is assigned to our ISS program, the student will not be eligible
to practice or play in a contest until their required time in ISS is completed.
Unsportsmanlike acts during a contest resulting in ejection of an athlete shall result in the
athlete being restricted from representing the school for the next contest.  An athlete who
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commits such an act, but is not ejected will also be subject to a one game suspension.
Each case of this type will be reviewed by the head coach, the athletic director, the
principal, and the superintendent, before the final decision is made.

Athletes shall have due process regarding any incident in which they may be involved.  If
the athlete is dissatisfied with any decision, they have the right to appeal through the
following channels:

Head Coach (An administrator may be present)
Athletic Director
Principal
Superintendent
Board of Education

Appeals to the Superintendent or to the Board of Education are to be made in the form of
a written request and submitted within 10 days of the previous decision.

ALCOHOL AND NON-PRESCRIPTION DRUG POLICY

This policy is effective beginning at the Middle School level (7th grade) and carries over
from year to year.

Participation in student activities and athletics is a privilege, not a right.  Therefore, we
believe that students must adhere to standards of behavior which will bring credit to the
individual student, the particular activity, the school, and the community.  The use of
alcohol, drugs, and/or non-prescription drugs (any substance which is unlawful for
possession, distribution, or use) is prohibited and will not be tolerated.

It is therefore the intention of this policy that the student not use, sell, purchase or possess
alcohol, drugs or non-prescription drugs.  This policy includes anytime the student is
enrolled in Hurley School (summer and holiday breaks included).  The policy includes
any athlete in possession of or using alcohol, drugs and non-prescription drugs.

A violation of this policy will result in progressive discipline as set forth below.  A
determination of whether a violation of the alcohol, drugs and non-prescription drug
policy has occurred will be made upon the district’s receiving information, which the
district, at its discretion, determines sufficient to establish a violation of the above policy
on alcohol, drugs and non-prescription drugs. Once the district, at its discretion,
determines there has been a violation, the district may implement the below progressive
discipline, or if it deems the violation sufficiently serious, the student may be barred from
athletics indefinitely.  Should the district choose progressive discipline is appropriate, the
discipline will be as follows:

First Violation: The student will serve a three game suspension from each sport/activity
in which they are a participant for a period of one year from the date of finding of a
violation, regardless of overlap in school years.
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Second Violation: The student will serve a five game suspension from each
sport/activity in which they are a participant for a period of one year from the date of
finding of a violation, regardless of overlap in school year.

Third Violation: The student will be suspended from participation in all sports/activities
for the remainder of their school career.

HURLEY R-I SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPORTSMANSHIP CODE

For Players, Coaches and Fans

1.  Maintain pride in yourself and school.
2.  Strive to keep high standards of conduct.
3.  Cheering is always encouraged for one’s own team.
4.  No taunts, chants, noises, cheers, jeers, songs, profanity, signs or motions

directed to the other team, coach, school or officials.  Treat everyone with
respect.

5.  No disrespect will be shown to the opposing team during introductions.
6.  No noisemakers.
7.  No continuous standing.
8.  Abide by the decisions made by coaches, referees, and school officials.
9.  Accept victory or defeat graciously.

According to Board Policy the Hurley R-I School District buildings are a tobacco-free
environment.  There is to be no tobacco use inside the building or outside.

SPECIALIZATION

Although some students may choose to specialize in a particular activity, the Hurley R-I
School staff encourages students to participate in a variety of activities and athletics
throughout the school year.
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HURLEY R-I SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATION

AND
COACHING STAFF

Dr. Allison Pope…………………………………………… ………..….....Superintendent

Joey Little.…… …………………………………………………………….…….Principal

Joey Little……………………………………………………………….. Athletic Director

Bryce Turnbough.....…….………..………………………. High School Boys’ Basketball

Bryce Turnbough………………………………………….…… Jr. High Boys’ Basketball

Joey Little.…...….……..……………………………….…. High School Girls’ Basketball

Joey Little……….…………………………………….……….. Jr. High Girls’ Basketball

Harper Boswell.........……………………………………………... High School Volleyball

Harper Boswell.…….………...……………………………………….. Jr. High Volleyball

Quinn Appletoft…...………...…………………………………….. High School Baseball

Kylah Burke…………………………………...……………………………Jr. High Cheer

Kylah Burke…………………………………………………...……….High School Cheer

Quinn Appletoft.…………………………………………….………….. Jr. High Baseball

JD Payne....…..……………………………………………………... High School Softball

???????????????...………………………………………………...……….. Cross Country
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PARENT/COACH COMMUNICATIONS

Both parenting and coaching are extremely difficult vocations.  By establishing an
understanding of each position, we are better able to accept the actions of the other and
provide greater benefits to students.  As parents, when your student becomes involved in
our program, you have a right to understand what expectations are placed on your
student.  This begins with clear communication from the coach of your student’s
program.

Communication Coaches Expect from Parents
1.  Concerns expressed directly to the coach.
2.  Notification of any schedule conflicts well in advance.
3.  Specific concern in regard to a coach’s philosophy and/or expectations.

As your student becomes involved in the programs in the Hurley R-I School District, they
will experience some of the most rewarding moments of their lives.  It is important to
understand that there also may be times when things do not go the way you or your
student wishes.  At these times discussion with the coach is encouraged.

Communications You Should Expect From the Coach
1.  Philosophy of the coach.
2.  Expectations the coach has for your student as well as all the players on the

squad.
3.  Location and times of all practices and contests.
4.  Team requirements, i.e. fees, special equipment, off-season conditioning.
5.  Procedure should your student be injured during participation.
6.  Discipline that results in the denial or your student’s participation.

Appropriate Concerns to Discuss with Coaches
1.  The treatment of your student mentally and physically.
2.  Ways to help your student improve.
3.  Concern about your student’s behavior.

It is very difficult to accept your student not playing as much as you hope.  Coaches are
professionals.  They make judgment decisions based on what they believe to be best for
all students involved.  As you have seen from the list above, certain things can be and
should be discussed with your student’s coach.  Other things, such as those listed next
must be left to the discretion of the coach.

1.  Playing time.
2.  Team strategy.
3.  Play calling.
4.  Other student-athletes/participants.
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There are situations that may require a conference between the coach and the parent.
These are to be encouraged. It is important that both parties involved have a clear
understanding of the other's position.   When these conferences are necessary, the
following procedures should be followed to help promote a resolution to the issue of
concern.

If you have a concern to discuss with a coach, the following procedure should be
followed.

1.  Call to set up an appointment with the coach.
2.  Please do not attempt to confront the coach before or after a contest or
practice. A parent should not enter a team locker room before or after a
contest or practice unless their student has been injured.  These can be
emotional times for both the parent and the coach.  Meetings of this nature usually
do not promote resolution.

What a parent is to do if the meeting with the coach did not provide a satisfactory
resolution.

1.  Call and set up an appointment with the Athletic Director to discuss the
situation.
2.  At this meeting the appropriate next step can be determined.

Since research indicates a student involved in co-curricular activities has a greater chance
of success during adulthood, these programs have been established with the students
well-being as our focus.  Many of the character traits required to be successful
participants in extra-curricular are exactly traits that will promote a successful life after
high school.
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HURLEY R-I SCHOOL DISTRICT
ATHLETIC COMMITMENT FORM

Form A

PARTICIPANT’S NAME SCHOOL YEAR

Prior to participating in any practice or tryout session for any interscholastic sport, each
athlete must:

1.  Successfully pass a physical examination by a physician and the copy of such
examination must be on file in the office of the Athletic Director.  Physical
exams are valid for 730 days or 2 years from the date it is issued.

2.  Return the athletic commitment form properly signed.

3.  Provide proof of personal health insurance.

4.  Have parent and student signatures.

As a school’s student-athlete participating voluntarily in interscholastic athletics:

1.  I have read this booklet and understand what the Hurley R-I School District
expects from me in regard to sportsmanship citizenship scholastics, and staying
free from drug/alcohol/tobacco use while enrolled in this school.  I understand the
consequences for breaking school policy and I will not do so while I am a Hurley
R-I student participant.  I understand that this is a year round commitment.

2.  I will be responsible for all athletic equipment issued to me throughout the
season, will return such equipment at the conclusion of the season, and will pay
the current replacement cost for any of the equipment issued to me if not
accounted for at the end of the season.

3.  I, along with my parents, have read and understand all the school district
athletic policies in the athletic handbook.  In order to be eligible for participation,
I understand I must comply with all the requirements listed.

Student Signature:  ____________________________________Date:_______________

Parent Signature:  _____________________________________Date:_______________
PARENT PERMISSION AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY
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