
RECERTIFICATION PRETRIP INSPECTION 
 
Approach 
 As I approach the bus, it is not leaning 1 to either side which could indicate 
a flat tire or a broken leaf spring. There are no oil, fuel, or coolant leaks 3 on the 
ground (bend down to look). There are no hazards 2 on either side of the bus 
(walk to left and right edges to look down the sides of the bus for hazards). The 
school bus inspection sticker 7 is current and not ripped. The door 4 is bolted 
securely to the bus and the rubber seals are not separating or torn. The stairwell 
tread 5 is not lifted (presenting a tripping hazard) and is clean. The hand rails 6 
are secure and not bent. 
 

 
 
Inside 
• Under the hood 
 The hood 8 is securely bolted to the hinges, and the hinges 8 to the bus; 
the hood opens freely. To the right of the engine is the turbo charger 29; it is 
bolted securely to the engine with no cracks or leaks. Further forward is the 
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alternator 26; although I cannot see it, It is bolted securely to the engine and all 
wires 10 are clamped with no burns or frays. In front of the engine is the water 
pump 27. Although I cannot see it, it is not cracked or leaking, and all hoses are 
clamped securely with no cracks or leaks. In front of the water pump is the fan; 
although I cannot see it the fan has no cracked or missing blades. The alternator, 
water pump, and fan are all belt driven by the serpentine belt 12. The serpentine 
belt is not visible, but it has no more than 1/2 inch of play. On the left side of the 
engine is the air compressor 15 and the power steering pump 17. Although I 
cannot see them, they are bolted securely to the engine and not cracked or 
leaking; both are gear driven. The oil 13 dipstick reads in normal operating range, 
between add and full, and it would be checked daily on a cold engine. If it needed 
to be added, it would be added (point to the oil cap). The transmission fluid 
dipstick shows in the normal operating range, between add and full; it would be 
checked weekly on a warm engine. If fluid needed to be added, it would be added 
(point to the transmission dipstick). (*power steering reservoir if it is here). All 
hoses 11 are clamped securely with no cracks or leaks and all wires 10 are 
clamped securely with no burns or frays. Overall, there are no leaks or moisture 9 
in the engine compartment. The hood closes completely and latches securely. 
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• In the driver seat 
 The seat 38 is securely bolted to the bus and properly adjusted for me. The 
seat belt 38 is bolted to the bus, not ripped or frayed, and latches securely. The 
driver window glass, windshield 40, and door glass are all clear, not cracked or 
broken, and have no illegal stickers. The mirrors 41 (count all 7) are all clear and 
adjusted for me. The visor 42 is bolted securely and not cracked or broken.  
*43 Safe start: bus is in neutral, parking brake is set, foot is on the service brake, 
turn key to auxiliary, ABS light 44 comes on and goes off, start the bus* 

 
Switches 
 The driver dome light 59 and passenger dome lights 59 are illuminated 
with no cracks. The driver side 61 and passenger side fan 61 works on low and 
high, no bent blades (leave at least one fan on for noise suppression switch). The 
noise suppression 60 is working and turns off the fan and radio (music radio). 
The headlight switch 105 works, and the instrument panel lights 54 are 
illuminated. The driver heater 62, passenger heater 62, and rear heater 62 
work on low and high. The door switch 69 opens/closes the door. The amber 
warning lights switch 67 turns on the amber warning lights indicator 67; when 
the door is opened, the red lights indicator 67 comes on. 
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The master switch 66 turns off the master warning lights. The red student 
warning lights override 65 switch works. The defroster 63 works on low, 
medium, and high. Windshield wipers 58 work on low, medium, and high and 
washer fluid works 58. Radio 64 is transmitting and receiving. (Push service 
break, put bus into drive) gears are shifting 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 147. (Put bus in reverse) 
back up alarm 110 is working. Back into neutral and honk the horn 39. Show 
that steering wheel 39 does not have more than 10 degrees (or 2 inches) of play. 
(*Strobe 146) 
  
Indicators 
 Right turn signal indicator 55 is working. Left turn signal indicator 55 is 
working. Hazard light indicators 56 are working. High beam indicator 57 is 
working. 

 
Gauges 
 There is adequate fuel 46 and DEF 50. The oil pressure gauge 45 is in 
normal operating range (or building and normal operating range will be) between 
50-80 PSI. The temperature gauge 48 is working and normal operating 
temperature is between 180-220. The ammeter 47 and voltmeter 47 are 
working and are in normal operating range between 12-14 volts. The air tank 
gauges 49 are working. 
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3-part break test 
Parking brake test 52 
 Now I will perform the parking brake test. I am shifting the bus into 
gear and pressing on the accelerator to show that the parking brake holds. 
Service brake test 53 
 Next is the service brake test. (Bus is still in gear) I will release the 
parking brake, accelerate to 5mph, and press the service brake to show 
that the bus is not pulling to the left or right. (Put bus in neutral) 
Air brake test 51 
 Now I am going to perform my air brake test (make sure there is 
adequate air in the tanks). Turn the bus off and then on to auxiliary. 
Release (push in) the parking brake and remove foot from the service 
brake. I am going to watch my air gauges to make sure that I do not lose 
more than 2 PSI, after the initial drop, in 1 minute to ensure that the 
storage tanks are holding air (COUNT THE ENTIRE 60 SECONDS!) Next, I am 
going to put my foot on the service brake. After the initial drop, I should not 
lose more than 3 PSI in 1 minute. This ensures that the service brakes are 
holding air (COUNT THE ENTIRE 60 SECONDS!) Now, I am going to fan down 
the brakes. The warning lights and buzzer should come on at approximately 
60 PSI to indicate low air pressure (point out when the light and buzzer 
come on). I am going to keep fanning the brakes until the spring brake 
activates, between 40-20 PSI (indicate when spring brake pops out). Now, I 
am going to start the bus and let the air pressure build until the tanks are 
full. I will know that because we'll hear the governor cut off (start the bus. 
While letting pressure build, move on to the next section but listen for the 
governor cut off. Not mentioning when the tanks are full causes an 
incomplete air brake test and an automatic fail!) 
 

• Safety equipment 
 Open above compartment (not all busses have all emergency equipment 
here). There is a 5lb ABC fire extinguisher 30, charge needle in the green, pin in 
place, and current inspection tag. A fully stocked body fluid cleanup kit 34. A fully 
stocked first aid kit 32 with 24 sealed units, bus insurance card information, and 
3 emergency contacts 33. The red box has 3 reflective triangles 31 and 6 fusees 
31. My flashlight 35 is operating. 
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• Walk back 
 As I walk back through the bus, I am going to check my seat bottoms 143 
to make sure that they are securely attached to the frame and that the frame is 
secured to the floor (pull seat from aisle side). At the first emergency window 
144, it is clearly marked and there are instructions on the window; it opens 
freely, light and buzzer come on, it closes completely, and latches securely. Cross 
the aisle, the other front emergency exit window 144 is clearly marked, there 
are instructions on the window, it opens freely, light and buzzer come on, closes 
completely, and latches securely. Continue pulling seat bottoms 143, from the 
aisle side, all the way back to the rear emergency exit windows. (Stop at the 
window) Emergency exit window 144 is clearly marked, there are instructions on 
the window, it opens freely, light and buzzer come on, closes completely, and 
latches securely. Cross the aisle, the other rear emergency exit window 144 is 
clearly marked, there are instructions on the window, it opens freely, light and 
buzzer come on, closes completely, and latches securely. Continue to check seat 
bottoms 143 the rest of the way to the back of the bus. The emergency door 75 
is clearly marked and there are instructions on the door, when opened, the lights 
and buzzer come on, the door shuts completely and latches securely. On the way 
back up the aisle, check that the seat backs 143 are firm and secured properly to 
the seat frame. Stop at the rear emergency roof hatch exit 145. The roof hatch 
exit is clearly marked and has instructions. If needing to exit, the handle would be 
turned, and the hatch would be pushed up on to release; lights and buzzer would 
come on. Keep checking seat backs 143 and continue up the aisle. Stop at the 
front emergency roof hatch exit 145. The roof hatch exit is clearly marked and 
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has instructions. If needing to exit, the handle would be turned, and the hatch 
would be pushed up on to release; lights and buzzer would come on.  
 

 
 

 
 

*Now at the front of the bus, sit back in the seat turn the steering wheel all the 
way to the left, turn on hazards, make sure headlights are on, turn off the engine 
and turn the key to auxiliary, turn on ambers and open door* 
 
 
Exiting/front of bus 
 The stairwell light 70 is working with no cracks or damage. The mirror 
brackets 72 are securely bolted to the bus and clamps are not broken. Mirrors 
41 are properly attached to the brackets, not cracked, and all wires are clamped, 
not burned or frayed.  
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 At the front of the bus, there are 3 amber clearance lights 100 at the top 
of the bus, 2 amber warning lights 142, 2 red warning lights 101, 2 amber 
colored hazard/turn signal lights 102/103/104, and 2 clear headlights 105; all 
the lights are working, and not cracked or broken. The reflective school bus sign 
73 is not torn or missing. Wipers 58 sit flat against the windshield; rubber is not 
torn. 
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 Opening the front of the bus, the coolant 14 reservoir is not cracked or 
leaking, and the cap is tightly in place. I can see that there is an adequate amount 
of coolant in the reservoir; if I could not see and the engine was cool, I would 
remove the cap and stick my fingers in to check the level. The power steering fluid 
reservoir 16 is not cracked or leaking and the dipstick shows an adequate 
amount, between add and full (*may not apply). The windshield washer fluid 
reservoir 28 is attached securely, has no cracks or leaks, has an adequate fluid 
level, and cap is in place. All hoses 11 are clamped securely with no cracks or 
leaks and wires 10 are secured with no burns or frays. Overall, there is no 
vandalism, damage, or (new) dents/scratches to the front of the bus 71. 
 

  
 
 
(Driver) side of the bus  
 At the top of the bus there are 3 clearance lights 100: the 2 in front of the 
dual tires are amber in color, the one to the rear, behind the duels is red. There is 
(*are) a hazard104/turn signal 102 that is amber colored. The stop sign has 4 
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red lights 101. (*Strobe 146). All lights are not cracked, broken, and are 
illuminated. Emergency exits are clearly marked by the reflective tape 74 and it is 
intact and not missing along the entire side of the bus. There are 3 reflectors 73 
near the bottom that are not torn or peeled (*cracked or broken); the 2 in front of 
the dual tires are amber, and the one to the rear is red. The circuit breaker box 
37 has no extra fuses 36 and the wires are all clamped securely with no burns or 
frays. The access panel is free of debris and the door latches securely. The stop 
sign is deployed properly, no damage, and all wires are clamped securely, not 
burned or frayed. Inside the battery box 114 the batteries are not cracked or 
leaking, there is no corrosion on the terminals, no debris in the space around the 
batteries, and the tray is secured. Overall, there is no vandalism, or (new) 
dents/scratches, or damage to the side of the bus 71. 
 

 
 

 
 

• Front axle 
 The steering shaft 19 is the first part of the steering system 18. It is 
connected to the steering knuckle at the front and to the gear box at the other 
end. The gear box 20 is connected to the frame. The gear box and all attached 
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and secured hoses 21 have no cracks or leaks. The Pittman arm 22 comes down 
from the gear box and attaches to the drag link. The drag link 23 attaches to the 
(upper) steering arm 24 at the rim. The (lower) steering arm 24 is then attached 
to the tie rod 25. The entire steering system has no dents, twists, any missing 
bolts, or damage preventing it from fully operating. 

 

  
 

 The front suspension 88 starts with the spring mounts 89. The spring 
mounts are attached to the frame in the front and the back, are not lose, and 
have no missing bolts. The leaf springs 90 are attached to the mounts (front and 
back) and the axle (middle) and are not cracked or shifted. They are attached at 
the axle by the U-bolts (2) 91. The U-bolt nuts (4) are all tight and not missing. 
The shock 92 is secured to the frame and the axle with no cracks or leaks.  
 

 
 
  The air brake system 93 consists of the air (brake) chambers 95 behind 
the rim that are not dented (from a broken spring inside the chamber) or cracked. 
All hoses 94 attached to the air chamber are clamped securely and not cracked 
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or leaking. The ABS line 94 is clamped securely and not burned or frayed. The 
slack adjuster 96 is attached securely and the push rod 97 is in place. It would 
be tested by chocking the wheels, putting the bus in neutral, and pushing to make 
sure that there is no more than 1 inch of play. Brake drums 98 are not cracked or 
bent, and linings 99 are not oil soaked or worn dangerously thin.  
 

  
 
 The rim 84 is not bent nor have any illegal welds. All lug nuts 85 are not 
missing or lose. Hub oil seal 86 is not leaking and all bolts are tight. The tire 80 
tread is worn evenly, and there is no less than 4/32 of an inch of depth 83. The 
side walls of the tire have no bulges, or deep abrasions 82. The tire is properly 
inflated (100lbs) and that would be checked at the valve stem 81. There are no 
leaks around the valve stem and the metal cap is in place. The splash guard 87 is 
bolted securely and is not torn or ripped. 
 
• Under the middle 
 The frame 111 of the bus is not cracked or bent, the cross members are 
not loose, and there are no holes in the floor. The air storage tanks 112 are 
mounted securely and all lines 113 are clamped properly; tanks and lines have 
no cracks or leaks. The drive shaft 115 is not bent, the hangers are bolted 
securely to the frame and the shaft is not in contact with the hangers. The 
exhaust system 116 is attached securely to the frame and there is no excess soot 
to indicate a leak.  
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• Rear axle 
 The suspension 129 system in the back starts with the torque mount 
130; torque mount is secured to the frame and not missing any bolts. The 
torsion springs 132 are mounted to the torque mount in the front and the axle in 
the back; they are not shifted or cracked. They are secured to the axle by the 2 U-
bolts 133 and 4 U-bolt nuts. Bolts are not cracked or bent, nuts are tight and not 
missing. Behind the springs is the air bag 131, attached to the frame at the top 
and the axle at the bottom, it has no leaks and is not dry rotted. The shock 134 is 
attached to the frame at the top and the axle at the bottom, it has no cracks or 
leaks. 
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 The air chamber on the air brake 135 system has no cracks or dents 
(indicating a broken spring). The air hoses 136 to the brake chamber 137 are 
not cracked or leaking and are clamped securely. The ABS line 136 is clamped 
securely and has no burns or frays. The slack adjuster 138 is not cracked or 
broken and the push rod 139 is not bent or loose. I would test it by chocking the 
wheels, putting the bus in neutral, and pushing on it to make sure that there is no 
more than 1 inch of play. Brake drums 140 are not cracked or bent, and linings 
141 are not oil soaked or worn dangerously thin. 
 

 
 
 There is no debris nor foreign objects between the bud wheels 127 and 
they are not touching. The rims 124 are not bent nor have any illegal welds. All 
lug nuts 125 are not missing or lose. Axle seal 126 is not leaking and all bolts 
are tight. The tire 120 tread is worn evenly, and there is no less than 2/32 of an 
inch of depth 123. The side walls of the tires have no bulges, or deep abrasions 
122. The tire is properly inflated 121 (100lbs) and that would be checked at the 
valve stems. There are no leaks around the valve stems and the metal caps are in 
place. The splash guard 128 is bolted securely and is not torn or ripped.
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Rear of the bus 
 Under the rear of the bus, the fuel tank cage 118 is securely attached to 
the frame, is not loose and has no damage. The fuel tank 117, inside of the cage, 
is not cracked or leaking. There is no damage to the fuel lines 118 and they are 
clamped securely. 
 

 
 
 At the top, there are 3 red clearance lights 100, 2 amber warning lights 
142, 2 red warning lights 101, 2 amber colored hazard104/turn signal 
103/104 lights, 4 red tail107/brake 108 lights, and 2 white reverse 109 
lights; all the lights are working, and not cracked or broken. The reflective school 
bus sign 73, all reflective tape 74, and the 2 red reflective markers 73, are not 
torn or missing. The emergency door 75 opens freely, is securely attached to all 
hinges, and is not damaged. There is not excessive debris on the floor 76 inside 
the bus and the tread down the aisle is not damaged or presenting a tripping 
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hazard. Overall, there is no vandalism, damage, or (new) dent/scratches on the 
rear of the bus 71. 
 

  
 
(Passenger) side of the bus 
 At the top of the bus there are 3 clearance lights 100: the 2 in front of the 
dual tires are amber in color, the one to the rear behind the duels, is red. There is 
(*are) a hazard104/turn signal 103 that is amber colored. The exterior 
passenger light, and stairwell light 70 are both white. All lights are not cracked, 
broken, and are illuminated. Emergency exits are clearly marked by the reflective 
tape 74 and it is intact and not missing along the entire side of the bus. There are 
3 reflectors 73 near the bottom that are not torn or peeled (*cracked or broken); 
the 2 in front of the dual tires are amber, and the one to the rear is red. The fuel 
cap 117 is tight, all lines are clamped securely, and there are no leaks. The 
luggage compartments are free of debris and foreign objects, and the doors latch 
securely. The DEF 119 tank has no leaks or cracks, all hoses are clamped 
securely, not cracked or leaking, and the cap is tight. (*Wheelchair access 77, 
door 78, and lift 79). Overall, there is no vandalism, or (new) dents/scratches, or 
damage to the side of the bus 71. 
 



 17 

 
 
• Rear axle 
 The suspension system in the back starts with the torque mounts; torque 
mount is secured to the frame and not missing any bolts. The torsion springs are 
mounted to the torque mount in the front and the axle in the back; they are not 
shifted or cracked. They are secured to the axle by the 2 U-bolts and 4 U-bolt 
nuts. Bolts are not cracked or bent, nuts are tight and not missing. Behind the 
springs is the air bag attached to the frame at the top and the axle at the bottom, 
it has no leaks and is not dry rotted. The shock is attached to the frame at the top 
and the axle at the bottom, it has no cracks or leaks. 
 The air chamber on the air brake system has no cracks or dents (indicating a 
broken spring). The air hoses to the brake chamber are not cracked or leaking and 
are clamped securely. The ABS line is clamped securely and has no burns or frays. 
The slack adjuster is not cracked or broken and the push rod is not bent or loose. I 
would test it by chocking the wheels, putting the bus in neutral, and pushing on it 
to make sure that there is no more than 1 inch of play. Brake drums are not 
cracked or bent, and linings are not oil soaked or worn dangerously thin.  
 There is no debris or foreign objects between the dual tires and they are 
not touching. The rim is not bent nor have any illegal welds. All lug nuts are not 
missing or lose. Axle seal is not leaking and all bolts are tight. The tire tread is 
worn evenly, and there is no less than 2/32 of an inch of depth. The side walls of 
the tires have no bulges, or deep abrasions. The tire is properly inflated (100lbs) 
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and that would be checked at the valve stems. There are no leaks around the 
valve stems and the metal caps are in place. The splash guard is bolted securely 
and is not torn or ripped. 
 
• The middle 
 The frame of the bus is not cracked or bent, the cross members are not 
lose, and there are no holes in the floor.  
 
• Front axle 
 The tie rod is attached to the steering arm. It is not missing bolts, or 
damaged preventing it from fully operating. 
 The spring mounts are attached to the frame in the front and the back, are 
not lose, and have no missing bolts. The leaf springs are attached to the mounts 
(front and back) and the axle (middle) and are not cracked or shifted. They are 
attached at the axle by the U-bolts (2). The U-bolt nuts (4) are all tight and not 
missing. The shock is secured to the frame and the axle with no cracks or leaks.  
  The air brake system consists of the air (brake) chambers behind the rim 
that are not dented (from a broken spring inside the chamber) or cracked. All 
hoses attached to the air chamber are clamped securely and not cracked or 
leaking. The slack adjuster is attached securely and the push rod is in place. It 
would be tested by chocking the wheels, putting the bus in neutral, and pushing 
to make sure that there is no more than 1 inch of play. Brake drums are not 
cracked or bent, and linings are not oil soaked or worn dangerously thin.  
 The rim is not bent nor have any illegal welds. All lug nuts are not missing or 
lose. Hub oil seal is not leaking and all bolts are tight. The tire tread is worn 
evenly, and there is no less than 4/32 of an inch of depth. The side walls of the 
tire have no bulges, or deep abrasions. The tire is properly inflated (100lbs) and 
that would be checked at the valve stem. There are no leaks around the valve 
stem and the metal cap is in place. The splash guard is bolted securely and is not 
torn or ripped. 
 
Lights 

*Although most lights have been mentioned for functionality, it may be 
good to run through them all at this point* 
 Sit in driver’s seat and ask the tester to please stand outside of the bus to 
check the lights. Shut the door. In the front will be headlights 105, high beams 
106, hazards (and side) 104, right turn signal (and side) 103, left turn signal 
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(and side) 102, amber warning lights 142, and red warning lights (and side) 
101. The rear will be hazards 104, right turn signal 103, left turn signal 102, 
brake lights 108, amber warning lights 142, red warning lights 101, and then 
start the engine for reverse lights 109. (*Strobe 146) 
 
 
Notes: 

• All wires: not burned or frayed 
• All hoses: not cracked or leaking 
• Name each part and give 2 ways in which it is not damaged. 
• All lights have to be tested for indicator and functionality. 

 

 

 




