
English Language Arts 6 th – 8th Grades
3-2-1 Grab & Go

3 Strategies – 2 Narrative Techniques – 1 Text

DISCLAIMER!

School Improvement Resources Initiative Creative Practices with Video Introductions
were recorded and written by practitioners across the state targeting a creative, unique

practice, strategy, implementation, etc. Individual submissions represent the writer’s
experience, influence, personality, voice, and writing style. Please select materials as

appropriate for your use.

3-2-1 Grab & Go

3 Strategies – 2 Narrative Techniques – 1 Text

Strategies toward achievement of:

ELAGSERL1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

ELAGSE7RL4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other
repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a
story or drama.
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ELAGSE7W3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences,
events, and/or characters
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

ELAGSE7W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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Using dialogue correctly can be difficult for some students. Likewise, using appropriate

punctuation and taglines that will move the conversation forward are important to teach when

addressing the skill of dialogue. Working with students to use dialogue appropriately within their

writing increases their ability to produce engaging narratives with dynamic characters who

develop meaningful relationships that move a story forward.

This lesson focuses on three strategies that will move students’ learning forward when thinking

about dialogue with their personal conversations as well as conversations between characters

in a literary work. Additionally, this lesson touches upon the importance of details within a story

and notes how details can add to the connection between two characters. The strategies focus

on specific conversations not only in a student’s personal experiences, but also within the

literary text. Moreover, the strategies emphasize the conversations and accentuate the

importance of developing a meaningful conversation.

Further, the lesson includes a writing component where students are asked to address the

reading through a narrative response. The narrative prompt mimics the extended constructive

response (narrative) on the GMAS. The rubric included is based upon the GMAS narrative

writing holistic rubric and uses the same point scale. The writing, however, is to be evaluated

only on the section that focuses on narrative techniques. Those opting to use this lesson are

encouraged to discuss this section of the rubric prior to assigning the writing task.

After the students have completed the writing prompt, the teacher should share the actual

conversation between the two characters. In my experience, students enjoy comparing their

narrative response to that of the author’s. This makes for interesting conversation about the

importance of dialogue in a story.
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Sample Lesson

Strategy 1: Card Talk (Skill: Dialogue)

Pass out a large index card to each student or a half-sized sheet of paper with lines. Provide

each student with a slip of paper that has a the following information. (See handout below.)

Number of characters

Topic

Tone of conversation

Each student will create a dialogue between the characters to demonstrate his or her

understanding of the use of dialogue. Monitor the students as they work independently on their

scripts. Prompt students as needed. Encourage the students to use a variety of taglines that will

reflect the tone of the conversation. (Choose other words than “said.”). Once each student has

completed the dialogue script, ask students to move into groups of three or four based upon the

tone of their scripts. All “joyous” slips will form a group, etc. Have students share their dialogue

scripts with the group. Offer groups a choice of exchanging scripts with another group member

to read silently. Share out whole class the group’s favorite.

Use the list of tag lines located at the end of the lesson as a resource for students as they write

their conversations.
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Sample Scenario Cards
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Strategy 2: Conversation Consideration (Skills: Dialogue and Detail)
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Strategy 3: Dialogue in Action: Close Reading (Skills: Dialogue and Detail)

The text located within the close reading chart is an excerpt from the story.
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Narrative Writing Prompt
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Prompt:
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Alternate taglines that may be used throughout the activities.
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