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Global 9 - Suggested Summer Readings & Activities

Dear Students,
Welcome to New Rochelle H.S.  As a 9th grader, you will be scheduled to take Global 9.  This
class begins with the Paleolithic Era and the development of the first civilizations, continues
with an examination of classical societies, and traces the expansion of trade networks and
their global impact.
In order to help you best prepare for this course, we offer the following suggested list of
books, films, and activities.   We strongly suggest that prior to September 1st, you take the
time to read at least one of the books, watch two of the films, and take one of the virtual tours.

I - Choose one book for summer reading:

● Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World by Jack Weatherford
● Brunelleschi’s Dome by Ross King (study of the solving of the one of the great

conundrums of the Renaissance by a semi forgotten genius)
● The Adventures of Ibn Battuta by Ross Dunn (Ibn Battuta, basically travels through the

entire 9th grade curriculum)
● Salt: A World History by Marc Kurlansky, tells the story of this commodity and how it

impacted history across multiple regions.
● I, Juan de Pareja by Elizabeth Border de Trevino, a fictional narrative of the Moorish

slave who posed for Diego Velasquez’s famous painting.

mailto:gbarbosa@nredlearn.org


II - Enjoy some of the following films:

● The Little Buddha directed by Bernado Bertolucci, tells the story of the founder of the
Buddhist faith as told to a modern American boy who is suspected of being a
reincarnation of a famous Buddhist teacher.

● The Messenger directed by Luc Besson, tells the story of the great heroine of the 100
Years War between England and France who was later declared a Saint of the Catholic
Church.  One of history’s most remarkable figures.

● Kingdom of Heaven directed by Ridley Scott, tells the story of the Crusades through
the eyes of one European crusader.  Features a mix of historical figures like Salah al
Din and composite characters.

● Troy, directed by Wolfgang Peterson,  tells the story of the hero of the Greek epic The
Iliad

● Journey to Mecca directed by Bruce Neibur tells the story of the Hajj (pilgrimage to the
Holy City of Mecca) of the famous traveler Ibn Battuta.



III- Research an example of landmark architecture and take a virtual tour:

● The Great Wall of China: https://www.thechinaguide.com/destination/great-wall-of-china
● The Metropolitan Museum of Art: The Met 360° Project | The Metropolitan Museum of

Art
● The Hagia Sophia in Turkey Hagia Sophia | 360 Degree
● Mayan ruins at Tikkal in Guatemala, Visit Guatemala | Tour Virtual
● Great Zimbabwe stone ruins in southern Africa

Great Zimbabwe Hilltop Complex 360 Panorama | 360Cities

Questions to consider:
What was the purpose of the structure?
When was it created?
What does the architecture tell us about the values of the civilization that created it?
Has the purpose of the structure changed over time?
Does the structure suggest power? Beauty? Religious ideals?  How so?
Choose one of your senses (besides sight) to describe it.  I.e. taste, touch, smell, hearing

Feel free to write a summary of the book you read, films you watched, and tour that you took,
and be ready to submit it to your Global 9 teacher in September.  Since this is a
recommended assignment, extra credit will be given to those students who take the time and
initiative to complete it.

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/met-360-project
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/met-360-project
http://www.360degree.org/?panorama=hagia-sophia
https://commondatastorage.googleapis.com/virtualtours/inguat/peten/index.html
https://www.360cities.net/image/great-zimbabwe-hilltop-complex

