
Homegrown Hero: James Shipman
Graduated: 1988
Attended: Liberty Elementary, 
Marysville Middle School, Marysville 
Junior High (Currently Totem Middle 
School) and Marysville Pilchuck High 
School
Current Job: Lawyer, mediator, 
writer and author
 

Where did your path lead after graduation?
I attended Everett Community College, then the University 
of Washington where I graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
history.  I then attended Gonzaga University School of Law, 
where I graduated with a Juris Doctorate degree.
 
What are you doing now?
I have a couple different jobs.  My main career is the practice 
of law in Everett.  These days, about eighty percent of what 
I do is serve as a mediator, assisting parties in settling their 
litigation cases before they go to trial. My other job, which 
started as a hobby, is writing historical novels.  I always tinkered 
with writing, publishing some poems and short stories in high 
school and college. In 2013, I published my first historical novel, 
“Constantinopolis”.  I’ve now published four historical novels 
and have a fifth one coming out in the fall of 2019.  
I was previously published by Lake Union Publishing, an 
imprint of Amazon Publishing, and now have a two book deals 
with Kensington Publishing in New York. 

What is an achievement you are proud of?  
Professionally, I’m proud of graduating from law school. My 

writing career over the past five years has been an unexpected 
delight. 

What is one memorable moment from your school days?
Acting in the Wizard of Oz in the high school play.  I had a minor 
role but it was a blast. 

How did Marysville schools help prepare you for life?
Marysville schools gave me an excellent foundation for 
academics later on.  Additionally, Marysville has students from 
all walks of life. I have met many people who attended schools 
where everyone came from the same economic class, or race, 
etc., and I think we had a richer experience at Marysville. I 
particularly think growing up with members of the Tulalip 
Tribes at school was a great experience.

What is one thing you would change about your school 
experience?
While Marysville provided many academic opportunities, I 
didn’t always treat them seriously. I particularly fell behind in 
math. Because of that, when I went to college, I had to take 
three or four math classes to get caught up again.  It’s so 
important to treat your grades, studying and learning seriously 
while you’re in school. 

What is one life lesson you’ve learned that you would like to 
share with others?
Never give up.  I’ve sent manuscripts of books to hundreds 
of agents and publishers. I was rejected hundreds of times 
over a ten-year period. I kept working at my writing and was 
eventually picked up by an agent and a publisher. Whatever 
your dreams are, follow them, and keep at it no matter what!
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Are YOU a Homegrown 
Hero? Do you know one?
Every day, staff and administration hear about Marysville 
School District alumni doing great things locally and 
across the world. From serving in the Foreign Service 
or creating a microfinance program to help developing 
countries, to working on a county initiative or starting up 
a local non-profit, former Marysville students are doing 
some amazing things!

The Homegrown Heroes project seeks to highlight 
Marysville School District alumni and their 
achievements - both large and small. Learn more at 
http://bit.ly/HomegrownHeroes
NOTE: If you know a fantastic Marysville grad that 
should be recognized, contact Emily_Wicks@msd25.
org with contact name, email and phone number and 
she will get in touch! 
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Suggestion from the Sup! 
There is “magic” in family dinners! Research shows that students with 
families who eat dinner together regularly have better academic 
performance, higher self-esteem, and a greater sense of resilience. It also 
lowers their risk of substance abuse, teen pregnancy, depression, eating 
disorders and obesity.  Learn more at www.thefamilydinnerproject.org. 


