
Graduated: 1988
Attended: Shoultes Elementary, 
Marysville Middle School, and 
Marysville-Pilchuck High School
Current Job: Fire Chief, Everett Fire 
Department

Where did your path lead after graduation?
After graduation I attended the University of Washington 
for four years but left school before graduating to accept a 
full-time position with the Everett Fire Department in 1994. 
I completed my bachelors degree through Washington 
State University’s Distance Degree Program, but have never 
actually visited Pullman! Apple Cup games are now very 
confusing! In 2015, I was accepted into the Security Studies 
Masters Program at the Naval Postgraduate School, Center for 
Homeland Defense and Security (www.chds.us). I completed 
my Masters Degree in 2016.

What are you doing now?
I have been working in the Fire Service since 1991, starting as 
a part-time firefighter on Mercer Island and then full-time for 
the City of Everett since 1994. I have held several positions at 
Everett Fire including Firefighter, Firefighter/Paramedic, Fire 
Captain, and several acting chief officer roles. I applied to be 
Fire Chief in May of 2018 and was promoted to Fire Chief on 
June 1, 2018.

What is an achievement you are proud of?
My proudest achievement is of course my own son, who is a 
Marysville-Getchell graduate completing his sophomore year 
at Everett Community College. He plans to attend Western 
Washington University upon completion of his Associates 
Degree.

What is one memorable moment from your school days?
I have many happy memories of my school days in Marysville. 
I remember the crowds in the locker bays and the excitement 
of driving myself to high school when I received my driver’s 
license. My favorite memory was the 1987-88 Swimming 
District Championships that our team won against rival 
Mariner High School.

How did Marysville schools help prepare you for life?
My most important lessons from high school came from 
swimming: That you can push yourself harder and farther than 
you think, and still be okay. That hard work will produce great 
results.

Homegrown Hero: Dave DeMarco
What is one thing you would change about your school 
experience?
I wouldn’t change a thing about my school experiences, they 
took me exactly where I wanted to go.

What is one life lesson you’ve learned that you would like 
to share with others?
The lesson I would share with others is that education is a 
lifelong process… that there is always someone smarter, 
faster, and with better ideas, but if you work hard, and devote 
yourself to lifelong learning, you will be successful in whatever 
endeavor you choose.

Are YOU a Homegrown Hero? 
Do you know one?
Every day, staff and administration hear about Marysville 
School District alumni doing great things locally and across 
the world. From serving in the Foreign Service or creating 
a microfinance program to help developing countries, to 
working on a county initiative or starting up a local non-profit, 
former Marysville students are doing some amazing things!

The Homegrown Heroes project seeks to highlight 
Marysville School District alumni and their achievements - 
both large and small. Learn more at 
http://bit.ly/HomegrownHeroes
NOTE: If you know a fantastic Marysville grad that should be 
recognized, contact Emily_Wicks@msd25.org with contact 
name, email and phone number and she will get in touch! 
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Suggestion from the Sup! 
There is “magic” in family dinners! Research shows that students with 
families who eat dinner together regularly have better academic 
performance, higher self-esteem, and a greater sense of resilience. It also 
lowers their risk of substance abuse, teen pregnancy, depression, eating 
disorders and obesity.  Learn more at www.thefamilydinnerproject.org. 


