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A Lesson in 
Thoughtfulness 

By Dawson Ashmore 
 

          SCHOOL IS BACK! 
Every year on the first day 
of school we have a team 
building session. This 
year, Ms. Henderson was 
leading the way.  
          Ms. Henderson 
entertained 
the classes 
with a few 
funny jokes 
and then had 
a serious 
message for 
all the students. 
         Her message 
centered on making sure 
that every student knew 
that once they say 
something they can’t take 
it back. It is important to 
think first, and be careful 
with what you say.  
          To demonstrate, she 
called up two students and 
had them squeeze 
toothpaste onto a plate. 
She then asked the 
students to put the paste 
back into the tube. “I 
remembered that you 
cannot take back your 
words no matter how hard 
you try” said Jordann 
Shay, a senior here at 
Altoona Midway.  
          The lesson cautions 
students to think before 
something is said because 
words can’t be taken back.  

 

Mr. Ashmore welcomes students back for a great year, and the 
cheerleaders entertained the school with their exciting routine! 

3...2...1!  School is 
Back in Session! 

  
          The halls, 
previously empty of 
young voices, 
became alive with 
laughter, ideas, and 
questions as students 
poured into the gym 
on Thursday, August 
16, 2018.  
         There waiting to greet the 
students with smiles and excitement 
were Principal Ashmore, teachers, 
and staff.  
          New teachers, Mrs. 
Dvorachek and Mr. Smedley were 
introduced.  Mrs. Day, who moved 
up from fourth grade, and Mrs. 
Wilson, the new office aide, were 
cheered.  Students cheered for their 
teachers, and the excitement of the 
new school year began.  

 Lockers, Here We 
Come! 

          Lockers are clanging 
in the hallway.  This year, 
students are using their 
lockers to store their 
belongings. 
          When asked why 
lockers are important, Mr. 
Ashmore responded, 
“Backpacks were 
becoming a safety issue in 
the classroom. Lockers are 
a safe place to keep 
belongings and are there 
for the students’ use.  In 
addition, using lockers will 
teach students the  skills of 
organization, responsibility, 
and accountability.” 
           The biggest 
challenge now seems to 
be remembering the 
combinations. 
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Jet Sports 
Go Jets! We are the Jets, the mighty, mighty Jets!  Go Jets! 

 High School 
Volleyball 
By Micala Kinzle 

        This year’s volleyball 
team looks better than it has in 
the past.  The improvement 
starts with the seventeen young 
athletic players. 
          The coaches are at it 
working the teams for wins.  I 
interviewed some of the players 
for some feedback. 
          Caitlin Maxwell, Senior, 
has stated, “I am excited for 
this year, so far I’m having fun. 
I feel like we are improving and 
it’s spectacular.  We are ready 
to win.” 
        One of the newest players, 
Brandi Allen, Freshman, has 
said, “My first year in high 
school is really confusing, but it 
is really fun.  I hope I’ll get as 
good as the other girls.” 
          Good luck to the 
volleyball team as it sees its 
first action this Saturday at 
Jayhawk Linn. 
 

Go Jets!! 

 

Cheer 
By Summer Tarlton 

 
          On August 9, 2018, the 
middle school and high school 
cheerleaders were able to 
perform at a  Kansas City 
Chiefs game and dance on the 
field at Arrowhead Stadium. 
          The sixth graders 
exclaimed that they would like 
to go back next year.  
         The cheerleaders started 
a little late on practicing the 
dance, but they practiced so 
hard that Mr. Ashmore, our 
principal, asked us to do the 
dance in front of the whole 
school on the first day.  
         I talked to Bella Tarlton, 
sixth grader, about 
cheerleading.  It is her first year 
in cheer, and although she 
didn’t get to to do the dance, 
she said she had an amazing 
time going and watching.  She 
said being a part of the 
experience was fun. 
 

Middle School and 
High School 

Football 
By Sophia Willard 

 
Interview with Lane 

Poeverlein  7th Grader 
 

          Lane 
has been 
playing 
football for 6 
years.  He 
started in Pee 
Wee Football. 
On the middle 
school team, 
Lane plays 
linebacker on 
defense and guard on offense. 
He likes playing football 
because it is fun. 
 
Interview with Dallas , 
 9th Grader 
          Dallas has been playing 
football for three years, and he 
really enjoys playing football. 

He plays 
wide 
receiver and 
defensive 
back.  Dallas 
is looking 
forward to 
the Blue and 
Gold game, 
and he 
hopes for a 

great turnout. 

 



 
 

 
New Faces, New Friends 

Getting to Know 
Memphis! 

By Summer Tarlton 
 
          There is a new smile in 
school, and it belongs to 
Memphis Calonder in the 
Freshman class.  When asked 
about attending school here, he 
said he was and is really 
excited.  “I knew a few people, 
so I was very excited.  It’s a 
smaller school, so I thought I 
could do more and improve my 
grades.  He mentioned that he 
liked how there is always a 
teacher there for him when he 
needs help. 
        When asked if it is 
stressful going from middle 
school to high school, he 
responded, “No, it feels the 
same to me.” 
          He continued on to say, 
“I do not miss my last school. 
This school has way less 
bullying and the teachers are 
great.” 
          He also thought that he 
would definitely recommend our 
school to his friends and other 
people in his family. 
 
       A big Jet welcome to our 
new student! 

 
Readers, do you know of 
someone in school that should 
be highlighted for a job well 
done?  Let one of the staff 
know! 
Contact Sophia Willard, Editor 

Getting to Know Our New 
Social Worker,  
Miss Hurford  

By Sophia Willard  
         Miss Hurford is our 
new social worker, and she 
works for the ANW COOP. 
Along with our gifted teacher, 
Mrs. Brown, Miss Hurford 
works for several schools.  She 
works with schools in Altoona, 
Chanute, and Humboldt. 
           Miss Hurford moved to 
Independence, Kansas, three 
years ago. Her hometown is 
Chapman,  Kansas.  She went 
to Kansas Wesleyan College in 
Salina and played softball 
there.  Last May, she graduated 
from Washburn in Topeka, 
Kansas with her Masters in 
Social Work. 

          Miss Hurford loves to 
travel, and she is not afraid to 
travel by herself.  This summer 
she visited London and Iceland. 
With a smile, she said that 
“everything was absolutely 
amazing” on her trips.  She 
loves to immerse herself in 
different cultures and see how 
they live. Next summer...Spain 
and Portugal! 

Getting to Know Our New 
Gifted Teacher,  

Mrs. Brown! 
By Summer Tarlton 
 

           “I live in Fredonia, but I 
teach here at Altoona- Midway. 
I’ve taught Special Education 
for sixteen years, and I was a 
county agent for fifteen years. 
          I am currently teaching 
gifted education here at the 
school. I am happily married to 
my husband.  I have two grown 
kids and two grandchildren.  
          As a child, I grew up in 
Nebraska. I found my way to 
Altoona, Kansas, because I 
was looking for a smaller 
school district. I work at several 
other schools throughout the 
week, and they are Yates 
Center, Humboldt, and Colony 
Crest. 
          I like this job a lot 
because it fits my lifestyle and 
my family very well. I really 
enjoy the energy and 
atmosphere here at Altoona- 
Midway and I plan on staying 
here for awhile!” 
 
 



 
 

Jets Horoscopes 

Aries: The beginning of this week will be very exciting, as you will receive great news. 
Though the end of this week, it seem a little dull, but don’t worry. This will be a 
good time to relax for a bit. 

Taurus: For the majority of this week, it will seem that friends are a bit distant. Do not 
panic, this just means for you to step back from your group and have time to 
yourself. 

Gemini: When this week starts, you may feel overwhelmed by all the recent changes. 
Although towards the end of the week, you will accept these changes and 
stress will seem to leave you.  

Cancer: During this week, you will get a huge spark in a new interest. This new 
interest may not stick, but you will get a lot done during this time because of it.  

Leo: For the entire week, you will be pretty optimistic. You will become friends with 
someone you least expect, and wonder why you two hadn’t talked before!  

Virgo: School may be a bit tiring, but do not quit just yet! This week you will see 
improvement in a subject you struggle in. 

Libra: The start of this week, you will feel frustrated and confused. Though, as the 
week winds down, everything that has you so frustrated will die down and you 
can breath. 

Scorpio: This week, you’ll be able to take it easy. While going out and having fun 
sounds great, staying at home and spending time there will keep your mind at 
ease. 

Sagittarius: For this week, a close friend of yours will come to you for advice. You 
need to be straightforward with them for this could be the start of a positive 
outcome.  

Capricorn: This week, you should be cautious. Reason being because you’re going to 
get a awesome surprise from someone you care a whole lot about.  

Aquarius: During this week, you will get to see a close family member of yours you’ve 
been longing to see. You should be quite excited for this. 

Pisces: At the end of this week, a close friend will find comfort in you from their problems. 
Your bond will become much stronger after this. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Jets Entertainment 

Dear Ms.Keisha Advice 

 
Dear Ms.Keisha,  
 
I really like this girl in class.  She is 
amazing. The problem is that she 
doesn't notice me.  What can I do? 
 

Sincerely, 
Lost in Love 

 
Dear Lost in Love, 
 
Have you tried to talk to her in 
class?  At lunch?  At Grab-N-Go?  I 
know that it takes courage to talk to 
someone you like.  I encourage you to 
be yourself.  Get to know her friends. 
Perhaps while doing this you might 
find there is a girl who has noticed 
you!   
 
Dear Ms.Keisha, 
 
I am excited to be a high school 
student, but I am worried that I 
won’t keep my grades up.  Getting 
good grades is important to me. 
What can I do? 

Sincerely, 
Worried  and Confused 

 
Dear Worried and Confused, 
I am so happy that you are enjoying 
being in high school.  I am also proud 
of your academic achievements.  I 
suggest that you use your planner for 
every class.  Listen for due dates.  If 
you have questions, talk to your 
teacher!  They are there to help you. 

Upcoming Events 
 

Readers,  
mark your 

calendars for these 
events! 

 
August 24th:  

Blue and Gold Game 
7:00 pm 

 
August 30th: 

Middle School Volleyball 
Home @ 5:00 pm 

 

 
 

August 31th: 
High School Football 

Home @ 7:00 pm 
 

September 3rd:  
Labor Day (No School) 

 
 

 

 

Birthdays for  
August and September! 
 
 
 
 
 

★ Jaelyn Chism: 
August 2nd 

★ Aaryn Maple: 
August 4th 

★ Kendall Pierce: 
August 6th 

★ Karina Sanchez: 
August 7th 

★ Alyssa Relph: 
August 10th 

★ Ava Tindle: August 
21st 

★ Connor Houghton: 
August 21st 

★ Caden Crawford: 
August 24th 

★ Chantel Morals: 
August 26th 

★ Dayton Marsh: 
August 30th 

★ Makayla Wood: 
September 2nd 



 
 

 
Comic by Caden Carter, Junior 
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Thanks for reading the first edition of Jets Tribune.  Keep watching for the next edition. 
The next paper will be in your inbox on September 7, 2018. 


