
MCMINN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Regular Session Meeting 

March 9, 2023 

 

 

 

The McMinn County Board of Education met in Regular Session on Thursday, March 9, 2023, at 5:30 

p.m. at the McMinn County Center for Educational Excellence. 

 

Chairman Pierce called the meeting to order and asked for a roll call.  Attendance was as follows: 

 

Sharon Brown- present 

Bill Irvin- present 

Tony Allman- present 

Jonathan Pierce- present 

Mike Cochran- present 

Dustin Prichard- absent 

Donna Casteel- present 

Kevin Goins- present 

Joe Malone- present 

Denise Cunningham- present 

 

Chairman Pierce welcomed everyone to the meeting and Denise Cunningham led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  There were no requests to address the board.  Chairman Pierce asked for a motion to accept 

the agenda.  Tony Allman made the motion, Donna Casteel seconded.  Motion passed by unanimous 

vote. 

 

AGENDA 

1. GUESTS 

Asher Kemp 

FFA Recognition of Achievement 

2. REGULAR CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Minutes- Regular Session- 2/9/23 

b. Bids & Purchases 

c. Budget Amendments 

d. Salary Supplements 

e. Fundraiser Requests 

f. Surplus Equipment 

3. PERSONNEL 

a. Personnel Actions 

4. COMMUNICATION 

a. DHA Appeal 

b. Heart of the Program Recognition 

c. ESSER 3.0 Addendum Guidance 



d. Math Textbook Adoption 

5. REPORTS 

a. Review Policy Section 5.401-5.803 

6. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

7. PRAISES AND COMPLIMENTS 

8. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

a. Next Regular Session Board Meeting: Thursday, April 13, 2023 

ADJOURN 

 

 

1. GUESTS 

 

Asher Kemp was in attendance and recognized for winning the local spelling bee and for competing at 

the regional level and coming in 5th place. 

 

FFA Students from McMinn County High School and Central High School were in attendance with their 

advisors and recognized for their achievements. 

 

Kevin Goins moved to approve the Regular Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by Sharon Brown.  

Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

2. REGULAR CONSENT AGENDA 

 

a. Minutes- Regular Session 2/9/23 

 

b. Bids & Purchases 

 

1. Central Technologies  $395,372.50 

    P.O. Box 306510 

    Nashville, TN  37230-6510 

    Student Laptops and Cases 

 

2. Holston Gases  $46,167.93 

     917 Congress Pkwy 

     Athens, TN  37303 

     9 Welders 

 

3. Main Street Studio Architects  $79,250.00 

    111 N. Main St Suite C 

    Sweetwater, TN  37474 

    ISM Grant- Outdoor Pavilions 

 

 

 



4. TT of Columbia Chrysler Dodge Jeep  $45,708.00 

     106 S. James Campbell Blvd 

     Columbia, TN  38401 

     Tennessee State Wide Contract #209 

     Truck Purchase 

 

5. TRANE  $90,209.00 

     6138 Preservation Dr. Suite 500 

     Chattanooga, TN  37416-3662 

     Mt. View Gas/Electric 

 

c. Budget Amendments 

 

 
 



d. Salary Supplements 

 

 

 



 
 

 e. Fundraiser Requests 

 

 
 

 

 



f. Surplus Equipment 

The following submitted surplus equipment that was non-working or no longer needed: 

Central High, CTE 

 

3. PERSONNEL 

 

a. Personnel Actions- For information only 

    

 
4. COMMUNICATION 

 

a. DHA Appeal 

 

Director Parkison said he recommends upholding the decision of the DHA.  Tony Allman made the 

motion to uphold the decision of the DHA, Joe Malone seconded.  Chairman Pierce called for a roll call 

vote: 

 

Sharon Brown- YES 

Bill Irvin- YES 

Tony Allman- YES 

Jonathan Pierce- YES 



Mike Cochran- YES 

Dustin Prichard- ABSENT 

Donna Casteel- YES 

Kevin Goins- YES 

Joe Malone- YES 

Denise Cunningham- YES 

 

YES- 9 

ABSENT- 1 

 

Motion Passes. 

 

b. Heart of the Program Recognition 

 

 
 

c. ESSER 3.0 Addendum Guidance 

 

Director Parkison explained that this was voted on in the February meeting but is back on the agenda to 

be voted on again because a sentence was removed and needs a re-vote without the sentence in there.  

Donna Casteel made the motion to accept the amendment to the ESSER Addendum without the 

previous sentence, Kevin Goins seconded.  Chairman Pierce called for a voice vote, all were in favor and 

motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

d. Math Textbook Adoption 

 

Director Parkison said he recommends the vote of the Math Textbook Committee: K-5- Eureka Math 

Squared TN Edition by Great Minds, 6-8- Envision Mathematics by SAVVAS, Alg 1, Geom, Alg 2- Envision 

Mathematics by SAVVAS.  Donna Casteel made the motion to accept Director Parkison’s 



recommendation, Sharon Brown seconded.  Joe Malone stated that he has a relative on the Math 

Textbook Committee and his vote will reflect what he thinks is in the best interest of the students of 

McMinn County.  Chairman Pierce called for a roll call vote: 

 

Sharon Brown- YES 

Bill Irvin- YES 

Tony Allman- YES 

Jonathan Pierce- YES 

Mike Cochran- YES 

Dustin Prichard- ABSENT 

Donna Casteel- YES 

Kevin Goins- YES 

Joe Malone- YES 

Denise Cunningham- YES 

 

YES- 9 

ABSENT- 1 

 

Motion Passes. 

 

Chairman Pierce stated that before moving on from the Math Textbook Adoption, Director Parkison had 

pricing information.  Steven Brady said it would be 1,033,650.50 to cover the complete package for the 

K-5 Eureka and 6th-high school SAVVAS.  Mr. Brady said this price is for a 6-year adoption and ESSER is 

able to pay for one year of that.  Director Parkison explained that if the supplementary materials can be 

ordered early, they can be paid for by ESSER and that would be for two years, and after that General 

Fund would be the source.  Tony Allman made the motion to proceed with that plan for purchase, 

Sharon Brown seconded.  Chairman Pierce called for a roll call vote: 

 

Sharon Brown- YES 

Bill Irvin- YES 

Tony Allman- YES 

Jonathan Pierce- YES 

Mike Cochran- YES 

Dustin Prichard- ABSENT 

Donna Casteel- YES 

Kevin Goins- YES 

Joe Malone- YES 

Denise Cunningham- YES 

 

YES- 9 

ABSENT- 1 

 

Motion Passes. 

 



5. REPORTS 

 

a. Review Policy Section 5.401-5.803 

 

6. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Director Parkison called on Justin Wallace to talk about the task force that he put together.  Mr. Wallace 

explained that vaping and THC is a problem in McMinn County, Tennessee, and the Nation.  He said 

after much research, he decided to put together a McMinn County Safety Coalition Team, and the team 

had a recent meeting that was very fruitful and encouraging.  

 

7. PRAISES AND COMPLIMENTS 

 

Denise Cunningham said she visited EK Baker and Niota with Kevin Goins on Read Across American Day 

and good things are happening at both schools.  She also congratulated a teacher from EK Baker, Mrs. 

Tiffany Malone for being selected as News Channel 9’s Educator of the Week, and she will be featured 

the week of March 20th and will be in the running for Educator of the Month. 

Mike Cochran congratulated the Englewood Lady Rams Basketball Team for their State Championship 

win, and the Central High School Girls Basketball Team for going to their State Championship.  Mr. 

Cochran also thanked the schools that sent the board candy and cards for School Board Appreciation 

Week.   

Sharon Brown congratulated the Riceville Elementary Boys Basketball Team for going to the State 

Championship.  

Kevin Goins congratulated the McMinn High School Boys Basketball Team for going to the State 

Championship.  

 

8. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

 

a. Next Regular Session Board Meeting: Thursday, April 13, 2023 

 

Kevin Goins moved to adjourn, Mike Cochran seconded.  Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________                                           _________________________________ 

Chairman’s Signature                                                                           Director of Schools Signature 

 

 

 

 


