
MCMINN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Regular Session Meeting 

October 6, 2022 

 

 

 

The McMinn County Board of Education met in Regular Session on Thursday, October 6, 2022, at 5:30 

p.m. at the McMinn County Center for Educational Excellence. 

 

Chairman Pierce called the meeting to order and asked for a roll call.  Attendance was as follows: 

 

Donna Casteel- present 

Mike Cochran- present 

Sharon Brown- absent 

Joe Malone- absent 

Kevin Goins- present 

Jonathan Pierce- present 

Denise Cunningham- present 

Bill Irvin- Present 

Dustin Prichard- present 

Tony Allman- absent 

 

Chairman Pierce welcomed everyone to the meeting and Kevin Goins led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

There were no requests to address the board.  Chairman Pierce explained to the board that before he 

would ask for a motion to accept the agenda, there was an item that was missed prior to include in the 

agenda, a trip request for Central High School’s FFA to attend the National Convention in Kansas City.  

Chairman Pierce explained that in order to follow policy, it needed to be added into the Regular Consent 

Agenda as item h.  Chairman Pierce asked for a motion to accept the agenda.  Kevin Goins made the 

motion, Mike Cochran seconded.  Chairman Pierce asked for a roll call and for everyone in agreement of 

signifying the agenda by saying I: 

 

Donna Casteel- I 

Mike Cochran- I 

Sharon Brown-absent 

Joe Malone- absent 

Kevin Goins- I 

Jonathan Pierce- I 

Denise Cunningham- I 

Bill Irvin- I 

Dustin Prichard- I 

Tony Allman- absent 

 

AGENDA 

1. GUESTS 



Faun Ramey 

Dr. Patricia Waters 

2. REGULAR CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Minutes- Called 8/25/22 & Regular Session 9/8/22 

b. Budget Amendments 

c. Salary Supplements 

d. Fundraiser Requests 

e. Surplus Equipment 

f. Clinical Affiliation Agreement- Central High School & Starr Regional 

g. ESSER 3.0 Public Plan for Remaining Funds-Addendum Guidance 

h. Out of State & Overnight Field Trip 

3. PERSONNEL 

a. Personnel Actions 

b. Personnel List 

4. COMMUNICATION 

a. Recommendation from the Director of Schools 

b. Federal & ESSER-Additional Job Descriptions 

5. REPORTS 

a. Review Policy Section 2 

b. Committee Reports-Policy Committee 

6. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

7. PRAISES AND COMPLIMENTS 

8. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

a. Committee Assignments 

b. Next Regular Session Board Meeting: Tuesday, November 8, 2022 

ADJOURN 

 

1. GUESTS 

 

There were two guests in attendance to address the board.  Chairman Pierce explained that Kevin Goins 

would be the official timekeeper and each speaker would have 5 minutes to address the board and 

when four minutes were up, Mr. Goins would let them know they have one minute remining. 

 

Director Parkison called on the first speaker, Mr. Faun Ramey. 

 

Mr. Ramey said he has been the McMinn Middle School Tennis Coach for the last couple years.  He said 

that his wife had passed away over the summer, and he knew that he wanted to do something in her 

memory.  Mr. Ramey said she loved tennis and was an avid tennis player so he thought about what the 

middle school and high school could benefit from.  He said there is a need for bathrooms and shade at 

the tennis courts.  Mr. Ramey said he would like to propose building a self-funded pavilion at the tennis 

courts.  Chairman Pierce recommended that Director Parkison and Heath Frazier go through the 

procedures and follow protocol and then bring it back before the board as a recommendation since no 

action could be taken at this meeting.  

 



Director Parkison called on the second speaker, Dr. Patricia Waters. 

 

Dr. Waters said she is asking the McMinn County Board of Education to consider joining with many 

other voices across the state, which includes school boards, to ask the General Assembly to revisit some 

laws that neither support the learning of children or the Pedagogy that teachers know is effective.  She 

said lawmakers are already discussing the ineffectiveness of SB 2407 HB 2154, the age-appropriate 

materials act of 2022.  Dr. Waters said this law is unnecessary, redundant, and punitive and teachers and 

librarians are trained to assess text for readability and interest, not the Tennessee General Assembly.  

She said the General Assembly did not seek expert opinions from teachers, superintendents, principals, 

or reading specialists.   She said there is also another law, TN Code 49-6-3115, beginning with the 2022-

2023 school year, a student in the third grade shall not be promoted to the next grade level unless the 

student is determined to be proficient in English Language Arts.  This is based on the student’s achieving 

of a performance level rating on track or mastered on the ELA portion of the student’s most recent 

Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program Test and this also covers 4th grade.  Dr. Waters said 

children do better if they know better and a school can meet so many needs to nurture and sustain a 

child’s well-being to educate.  She asked for the board to think about the Literacy Law that was passed 

that mandated two work sessions for ELA to support literacy and to reconsider that law as being just a 

first step and it is not going to address the issue.  Dr. Waters said that everyone in the school building 

has to have a buy in on literacy, and that means supporting content specific vocabulary, content specific 

reading instruction, and content specific strategies for supporting student reading.  She said teachers 

cannot learn that in just one or two workshops, they need sustained support across the school year.  Dr. 

Waters said she would like for everyone to think about letting Tennessee Students read and that we 

support reading, and we lift that burden from their very small shoulders.  

 

Chairman Pierce asked if any board member needed to address any item on the Regular Consent 

Agenda.  Dustin Prichard moved to approve the Regular Consent Agenda.  Motion was seconded by 

Donna Casteel.  Chairman Pierce asked for a roll call vote: 

 

Donna Casteel- YES 

Mike Cochran- YES 

Sharon Brown- absent 

Joe Malone- absent 

Kevin Goins- YES 

Jonathan Pierce- YES 

Denise Cunningham- YES 

Bill Irvin- YES 

Dustin Prichard- YES 

Tony Allman- absent 

 

YES-7 

Not present- 3 

 

Motion Passes. 

 



2. REGULAR CONSENT AGENDA 

 

a. Minutes-Called 8/25/22 & Regular Session 9/8/22 

 

b. Budget Amendments 

 

FEDERAL PROJECTS #142, Carl Perkins, #820 

To amend the budget in order to be the same as the FY 2022-2023 ePlan document 

 

GENERAL PURPOSE #141 

To enter the budget for the Safe Schools Grant in FY 2022-2023 

 

GENERAL PURPOSE #141, 21st Century CLC Grant 

To enter the budget for the 21st Century Grant for FY 2022-2023 

 

FEDERAL PROJECTS #142, ARP Homeless 2.0, #701 

To amend the budget for the ARP Homeless 2.0 Grant for FY 2022-2023 

 

FEDERAL PROJECTS #142, ESSER 3.0, #939 

To enter the budget for the ESSER 3.0 Grant (ARP act) for FY 2022-2023 

 

GENERAL PURPOSE #141 

To increase investment income for budget year FY 22-23 to reflect a more precise projection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

c. Salary Supplements 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

d. Fundraiser Requests 

 
 

e. Surplus Equipment 

The following submitted surplus equipment that was non-working or no longer needed: 

Riceville Elementary 

 

f. Clinical Affiliation Agreement-Central High School & Starr Regional 

 

g. ESSER 3.0 Public Plan for Remaining Funds- Addendum Guidance 

 

h. Out of State & Overnight Field Trip 

Approved- Central High FFA 

FFA National Convention to Indianapolis, IN 

Date of trip: 10/26/22-10/29/22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3. PERSONNEL-For information purposes only, no action needed 

 

a. Personnel Actions 

 
 

b. Personnel List 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 
4. COMMUNICATION 

 

a. Recommendation from Director of Schools 

Director Parkison said he would like to make a recommendation for an inner-office move.  This would be 

to move Kylie Gentry, the current Coordinated School Health Assistant, to an HR Assistant Position.  

Director Parkison explained that there are now nurses in every school, and that position is not as 

needed as it once was and there is a huge need for help in HR. 

Bill Irvin made the motion to approve, Donna Casteel Seconded.  Chairman Pierce asked for a roll call 

vote: 

 

Donna Casteel- YES 

Mike Cochran- YES 

Sharon Brown- absent 

Joe Malone- absent 

Kevin Goins- YES 

Jonathan Pierce- YES 

Denise Cunningham- YES 

Bill Irvin- YES 

Dustin Prichard- YES 

Tony Allman- absent 

 

7-YES 

3-not present 

 

Motion Passes. 

 



b. Federal & ESSER-Additional Job Descriptions 

 

Denise Cunningham made the motion to use Federal Funds to create the Homeless and Foster Care 

Liaison Position.  Mike Cochran seconded.  Chairman Pierce called for a roll call vote: 

 

Donna Casteel- YES 

Mike Cochran- YES 

Sharon Brown- absent 

Joe Malone- absent 

Kevin Goins- YES 

Jonathan Pierce- YES 

Denise Cunningham- YES 

Bill Irvin- YES 

Dustin Prichard- YES 

Tony Allman- absent 

 

YES-7 

Not present- 3 

 

Motion passes. 

 

Denise Cunningham made the motion to use ESSER Grant Money to create the ESSER Grant Inventory 

Position.  Donna Casteel seconded.  Chairman Pierce called for a roll call vote: 

 

Donna Casteel- YES 

Mike Cochran- NO 

Sharon Brown- absent 

Joe Malone- absent 

Kevin Goins- NO 

Jonathan Pierce- YES 

Denise Cunningham- YES 

Bill Irvin- YES 

Dustin Prichard- NO 

Tony Allman- absent 

 

YES-4 

NO-3 

Absent-3 

 

It takes (6) YES votes to pass, motion fails. 

 

5. REPORTS 

 

a. Review Policy Section 2 



 

b. Committee Reports-Policy Committee 

 

The Policy Committee met prior to the Regular Session Meeting and recommended the passing on first 

reading of the following policies listed below.  Denise Cunningham seconded.  Chairman Pierce called for 

a roll call vote: 

 

Donna Casteel- YES 

Mike Cochran- YES 

Sharon Brown- absent 

Joe Malone- absent 

Kevin Goins- YES 

Jonathan Pierce- YES 

Denise Cunningham- YES 

Bill Irvin- YES 

Dustin Prichard- YES 

Tony Allman- absent 

 

YES-7 

Not present- 3 

 

Motion passes. 

 

4.101-Insturctional Standards 

4.210-Credit Recovery 

4-402-Reconsideration of Textbooks and Instructional Materials 

4.403-Library Materials 

4.406-Use of the Internet 

4.603-Promotion and Retention 

6.200-Attendance 

6.204-Attendance of Non-Resident Students 

6.318-Admission of Suspended or Expelled Students 

6.409-Reporting Child Abuse 

 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Director Parkison introduced the new School Nutrition Supervisor, Mrs. Tiffany Wells 

 

Director Parkison recognized McMinn County’s Reward Schools: 

 

EK Baker Elementary 

Englewood Elementary 



Mt. View Elementary 

Rogers Creek Elementary 

Central High School 

7. PRAISES AND COMPLIMENTS 

 

Denise Cunningham congratulated EK Baker Elementary for being a reward school for the first time and 

the second year of being a level 5 school. 

Jonathan Pierce attended the Career Expo and thanked all the industry that was in attendance and the 

highlight for him was seeing former students that are now employees for some of those companies that 

were there promoting their companies. 

Bill Irvin congratulated Mt. View Elementary on their carnival and said it was a great success. 

Kevin Goins said he appreciates the staff of McMinn County Schools and all the hard work that they do.  

 

 8. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

 

a. Committee Assignments 

Each board member was given a copy of all the committee assignments 

 

Chairman Pierce recognized Bill Irvin for achieving Level 1 Boardsmanship Status, and Mike Cochran for 

achieving Level 2. 

 

b. Next Regular Session Board Meeting: Tuesday, November 8, 2022 

 

 

Kevin Goins moved to adjourn, Dustin Prichard seconded.  Motion passed with unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________                                          _________________________________ 

Chairman’s Signature                                                                           Director of Schools Signature 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


