
Willingboro High School Makes State Target for the first time 

in ‘No Child Left Behind’ (NCLB) Era. 

Dr. Taylor announced, during January’s State of the District Address, that Willingboro High 

School made New Jersey State Academic Target’s for the first time since the enacting of the 

2001 ‘No Child Left Behind’ (NCLB) Federal Law. After a detailed review of Willingboro 

High School’s State Proficiency Assessment (HSPA) results, it was found that the percentage 

of Willingboro High School students’ proficient in Language Arts had grown from 53% 

during the 2009-2010 school year to 82% during the 2011-2012 school year (SY).  Likewise, 

during the same time frame, Willingboro High School students’ proficiency in Mathematics 

had grown from 22% to 49%.  This increase in student achievement has earned Willingboro 

High School the ‘Meeting Progress Targets’ designation in both Mathematics and Language 

Arts for the first time in the 12-year history of the ‘No Child Left Behind’ Law.  Willingboro 

High School’s Progress Targets, (formerly known as Adequate Yearly Progress [AYP]), are 

based on the New Jersey Department of Education’s (NJDOE) formula to monitor, and promote advancement 

towards a goal of 95% proficiency, for all students in all monitored subject areas. 

The Willingboro School District credits several factors for this academic growth to include but 

not limited to: Block Scheduling implementation (a methodology that doubles the amount of 

instruction time students receive in each class per day); Increased accountability for students 

through transcript audits, the District’s new Pupil Code of Conduct; and the dedication of 

hard-working teachers and administrative staff at Willingboro High School.  The New Jersey 

Department of Education recently categorized our high school as a ‘Focus School’.  This 

classification was due to low graduation rates, as determined by the relatively new Adjusted 

Cohort Graduation Rate formula, which is now being used to calculate graduation rates for 

high schools in the state of New Jersey.  Any school receiving the designation of ‘Focus 

School’ is required to address identified areas of concern via the implementation of school 

improvement efforts documented in a mandated School Improvement Plan (SIP).  During the 

first year of school improvement efforts, the high school’s leadership team implemented an 

improvement plan which called for professional development of staff, and the establishment of management teams 

tasked with the responsibility of addressing conduct, attendance, and academic issues in a systematic fashion.  In 

preparation for the 2013-2014 Cohort of students, the high school leadership team is currently engaged in planning 

efforts for the SY 2013-2014 SIP.  The new plan will outline required actions to create career academies within our 

high school, allowing academic choices for students with the goal to ensure that a greater percentage of our pupils 

graduate ready for college and careers.   

Dr. Ronald G. Taylor, Superintendent of Schools, has commented, “… our academic improvements are 

commendable however, our work is far from done as we strive to be the number one school option for parents in 

our community.”  The Willingboro School District has implemented several initiatives to improve student 

achievement during Dr. Taylor’s tenure to include: Consolidating Levitt Junior High School and Memorial Upper 

Elementary School into the “New” Memorial Middle School serving students in 6
th
-8

th
 grade - resulting in fewer 

transitions as students move through the K-12 continuum; Swing-space utilization to minimize disruption during 

the $67 Million school renovations project; Procurement of more than $500,000 in new textbooks for a District 

wide adoption; as well as a new curriculum adoption for all grades Kindergarten through 12
th
.  With the 

implementation of insightful ideas and feedback gleaned from strategic planning with community stakeholders, 

Willingboro Public Schools are poised for even greater success in SY 2013-2014. 
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