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TRENTON — New Jersey’s statewide graduation rate improved by a full percentage point to 
88.6 percent last spring, and the rates also improved at 13 of Burlington County’s 20 public high 
schools. 

The graduation rates were released Wednesday by the New Jersey Department of Education. The 
statewide rate was up 1.1 percent over the 2013 rate of 87.5 and marked the second consecutive 
year that the statewide rate improved. 

Acting state Education Commissioner David Hespe said the improvement was a testament to the 
hard work of students, teachers and school leaders. 

“New Jersey has also made it a priority to not only graduate its students, but to make sure the 
diploma they receive is a meaningful and valuable resource to have as they embark on the next 
stage of their lives,” Hespe said. 

Among the county high schools, graduation rates improved at Burlington City, the Burlington 
County Institute of Technology-Medford, Burlington Township, Florence, Cherokee, Lenape, 
Shawnee, Maple Shade, Northern Burlington County Regional, Pemberton Township, Rancocas 
Valley Regional, Riverside and Willingboro. 

Rates decreased at seven high schools: Bordentown Regional, BCIT-Westampton, Cinnaminson, 
Delran, Moorestown, Palmyra and Seneca. 

The figures represent the fourth year that the state has used a federally mandated methodology, 
called the four-year adjusted cohort, that calculates graduation rates by tracking the number of 
students who began their freshman year and comparing it to the number of graduating seniors, 
with adjustments for transfers and deaths during the four years. 

Previously, schools calculated their graduation rates by dividing the number of graduates 
obtaining diplomas by the number of seniors who were enrolled at the start of the year, plus the 
number of dropouts in the class during each of the four preceding years. 

Among the county’s 20 high schools, Riverside and Maple Shade saw the biggest improvements. 
Riverside’s rate rose 5.73 percent, from 83.33 percent in 2013 to 89.06 percent this year. 
Maple Shade’s jumped 5.3 percent from 86.96 percent in 2013 to 92.26 percent this year. 
Cinnaminson’s graduation rate decreased from 97.98 percent in 2013 to 97.73 percent this year, 
but it remained the highest among the county’s public schools. 
 



Shawnee had the second-highest rate at 97.64 percent, followed by Burlington Township (96.81) 
and Cherokee (96.6). 

Shawnee and Cherokee are part of the Lenape Regional High School District, along with Lenape 
and Seneca. Lenape’s rate was 95.78 percent this year, up from 93.93 last year. Seneca’s rate 
was 95.56 percent, down from 96.32 in 2013. 

District Superintendent Carol Birnbohm said high rates at all four schools reflected community 
support and the personal connections the staff make with students. 

“Some of the best emails I receive in June are from parents who want to share their child’s 
success story and how a certain staff member went above and beyond to make sure their child 
graduated from high school by providing extra academic support but mostly much needed 
emotional support — by conveying ‘we won’t give up on you’ and ‘you can do this’ attitudes 
towards graduating,” Birnbohm said. 

The district has also tried to emphasize high school as preparation for college or careers after 
graduation. 

“High school graduation is one step, along the way, of helping our students today to become 
independent, happy adults tomorrow,” Birnbohm said. 

The largest graduation rate decrease in the county was at Palmyra, where it dropped from 86.75 
percent to 82.29 percent. 

Among the county schools, only Burlington City’s 82.22 percent rate and Willingboro’s 73.86 
were lower than Palmyra’s. 

Although Willingboro’s rate remained the lowest in the county, its 73.86 percent represented a 
second consecutive year of improvement from the school’s low mark of 62.83 percent in 2012. 

The high school’s low graduation rate was cited as the primary reason it was named one of the 
state’s “focus schools” that are subject to more state oversight. 

Superintendent Ronald Taylor said he was pleased with the district’s continued improvement, 
but he still wasn’t satisfied with the high school’s rate. 

“The minimal gain does not meet our goal of excellence,” Taylor said. “Our charge is to far 
exceed this mark through both high-level academic instruction and prescriptive student 
intervention. 

“Our teachers and administrators will continue to partner with our parents and support staff to 
work toward the goal of being the first choice for families in our community. Both the 
Willingboro Board of Education and my administration have high expectations for the future of 
our high school and will continue to invest in it,” he said. 



Burlington County Graduation Rates 

The following are the graduation rates at Burlington County's 20 public high schools: 

Bordentown Regional: 2014: 90.96% 2013: 91.91% 

Burlington City: 2014: 82.22% 2013: 78.2% 

BCIT-Medford: 2014: 94.67% 2013: 91.05% 

BCIT-Westampton: 2014: 95.4% 2013: 96.03% 

Burlington Twp.: 2014: 96.81% 2013: 95.13% 

Cinnaminson: 2014: 97.73% 2013: 97.98% 

Delran: 2014: 92.74% 2013: 93.72% 

Florence: 2014: 86.54% 2013: 82.64% 

Cherokee: 2014: 96.6% 2013: 96.39% 

Lenape: 2014: 95.78% 2013: 93.93% 

Seneca: 2014: 95.56% 2013: 96.32% 

Shawnee: 2014: 97.64% 2013: 97.01% 

Maple Shade: 2014: 92.26% 2013: 86.96% 

Moorestown: 2014: 95.94% 2013: 97.53% 

Northern Burlington: 2014: 94.74% 2013: 93.69% 

Palmyra: 2014: 82.29% 2013: 86.75% 

Pemberton: 2014: 84.27% 2013: 83.87% 

Rancocas Valley: 2014: 91.42% 2013: 89.82% 

Riverside: 2014: 89.06% 2013: 83.33% 

Willingboro: 2014: 73.86% 2013: 73.15% 

Source: N.J. Department of Education 
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