
MAYNAARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

FOWLER LIBRARY 

MARCH 1, 2018 

 

Present: Justin Hemm, Mary Mertsch , Mary Brannelly, Dawn Capello, Bethlyn Houlihan  

Administrators:  Michelle Resendes, Business Manager 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

None 

 

Chairperson’s Report 

Mr. Hemm presented a follow-up to the Fowler field project. The CPC open hearing was 

scheduled for last night. There was a posting mix-up and the committee reported out verbally 

that the warrant article will be drawn up and put on the warrant for town meeting. We can revisit 

the financials on a future agenda. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

We received an email that 47 out of 101 juniors are eligible for the Adams State Scholarships 

based on their MCAS scores. This is a remarkable achievement for the Class of 2019. 

National walkout day is scheduled for March 15.  The administration met and would like to keep 

to a neutral demonstration. Mr. Caragianes and the students met and the students wanted to 

respect all points of view. They are still working on other plans for that day. 

 

Student Representative Report 

Sophia Lappas was accepted to Carolina State University. Olivia Palmer was accepted into 

UMass Amherst. 

Olivia talked about the March student walkout. They expressed gratitude that the district 

supports it. They talked about walking outside, their focus on mourning and not just a walk out. 

Some students will go in the gym and sit and write. They will have a place to come up and speak 

if they want. There will be several options. There will be more discussion at the student council 

meeting. 

Students just got back from Spain. Ms. Adams and Ms. Finnegan made everyone comfortable 

during the trip. All students had to speak Spanish with their host families. There will be a future 

presentation to the committee. 

MHS welcomed Drew Seeley who came to do scenes with the theatre group. They also did a 

video for social media.  

 



Citizen’s Comments 

None 

 

School Calendar 2018-2019 

A motion was made by Ms. Mertsch to approve the school calendar for 2018-2019. 2
nd

 by  

Ms. Brannelly.  

Ms. Brannelly stated that there was some parent concern that December may be too late for 

parent conferences.  Could those dates be made earlier in November?  

Ms. Messina said that from a teacher perspective, the elementary school has three semesters and 

teachers are still gathering information in November and they can’t have progress reports ready 

by then. The motion passed 5-0 

 

SC Administrative Regulation #530.1 Wellness 

Changes made from the USDA and Massachusetts standards after our last food service audit 

were reviewed. The committee made suggestions/changes and the Admin Regulation will be 

returned to the Wellness Committee for review. 

 

Ms. Resendes told the committee that the food service program needs to go out for bid this year. 

We had a procurement review recently and she is working on an RFP. The state reimburses us 

for the reimbursable meals. We are also exploring other districts to have a mutual RFP. 

  

Resolution to support the recommendations of the Foundation Budget Review Commission 

At the recent budget meeting, we heard Representative Hogan talk about school funding. There 

has been a working committee at the State level recommending the foundations budget. MASC 

is asking to support the full recommendation of the review committee. 

A motion was made by Mr. Hemm that the Maynard School Committee adopts the 

Recommendations of the Foundation Budget Review Commission as read to the committee. 2
nd

 

by Ms. Brannelly.  The motion passed 5-0. 

Note:  The full resolution will be posted on the School Committee Minutes section on the school 

website. 

 

SC Policy #008 MHS admissions policy for Chapte74 Policy for Vocational Technical Education 

Programs – 1
st
 Reading. 

Dr. Gerardi said that this Chapter 74 program started two years ago. There were many people 

and businesses that wrote letters on our behalf.  Kate Hogan also wrote a letter. We thank all the 

people who came together to make it happen. We will continue to make revisions to this policy. 

 

FY19 Budget 

Mr. Hemm said that Ms. Brannelly had reached out to get the committee on the Board of 

Selectmen agenda. The committee had a discussion on what they would review.  



Ms. Brannelly reiterated the discussion from the February budget meeting. The public we 

received 7.2% which means $374K in cuts this year. We will implore them to see if there is 

additional funding. We can talk about the school successes and reiterate the $2.2 that we have 

lost since 2013. We are still making improvements. The correlation on budget cuts and students 

moving out is important. 

Ms. Mertsch said we should also talk about health insurance savings. 

Ms. Capello met with Mr. Scribner-MacLean and he mentioned it would helpful to understand 

when this year’s senior class graduates would the sped numbers go down?  Is there any way to 

look at it?  

Ms. Resendes stated we are looking at it now. We work it into the budget. We could share what 

the savings are. 

 

Member’s Comments 

Members are working with Ms. Capello to bring down the choice out numbers. We are sending 

out a parent message soon. Dr. Gerardi has agreed to meet with any families at this point 

thinking of moving out. 

Ms.Mertsch and Ms. Capello are working on the student code of conduct and working on 

handbooks being updated. 

Ms. Brannelly said we might want to talk about MHS Accreditation for the Tuesday BOS 

meeting. 

Ms. Brannelly wanted to know the progress of high school students getting to the middle school 

seventh and eighth graders to present to students. 

Dr. Gerardi said plans are in already in the works. High School Guidance will come to Fowler 

first.  

Ms. Brannelly said it would be great to have an assembly for the kids and a night for the parents 

entering another school. Also, what are we doing about the vaping issue? 

Ms. Brannelly said she will be doing Read Across America at Green Meadow School tomorrow. 

The Maynard Education Foundation signature event is this Sunday 

Mr. Hemm spoke of the importance of MCAS testing coming in April and May.  

The Green Meadow School is getting a new sound system and thank you to the PTO. 

Ms. Houlihan said there is a lot of talk around town about people walking more as part of 

wellness.  

Dr. Gerardi said the town got a grant for $50K for side walk improvement. 

Mr. Hemm said that with the walk out, there was talk on social media. As the plans are finalized 

we really need to communicate the plans and what the alternatives are. We don’t want to further 

split the community. 

As plans are finalized, can we use blackboard connect to push out the community. We should 

start the conversation early.  



Ms. Capello said there are a number of schools in MA that are supporting the students with the 

walk out. We are closing the campus this day. Maynard is not opening it up for the community. 

It’s about the students and how they feel. 

Dr. Gerardi said they all feel this is a student activity and there is no media. They can learn about 

civic engagement.  

A motion was made by Ms. Capello to adjourn the meeting by roll call vote at 8:25 p.m. without 

the intent to return to open session. 2
nd

 by Ms. Brannelly. The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

 

 


