
MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

FOWLER SCHOOL LIBRARY 

MARCH 29, 2018 

 

Present: Justin Hemm, Mary Mertsch, Mary Brannelly, Dawn Capello (Absent), Bethlyn 

Houlihan  

Administrators: Dr. Robert Gerardi, Jr., Superintendent, Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant 

Superintendent, Michelle Resendes, Business Manager, Charles Caragianes, MHS Principal 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Ms. Brannelly to accept the minutes of February 15, 2018, as written.  

2
nd

 by Ms. Houlihan. Ms. Mertsch abstained. The motion passed 3-0. 

A motion was made by Ms. Mertsch to accept the minutes of March 1, 2018, as written.   

2
nd

 by Ms. Brannelly.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Chairperson’s Report 

Mr. Hemm congratulated the boys and girls basketball teams going to the state playoffs. He also 

attended the Little Mermaid performance at the High School and commented on the talent and 

choreography in the show. Mr. Hemm gave kudos to the school committee student 

representatives on their performances. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Dr. Gerardi thanked the District PTO’s and Amy Gay for moderating the presentation of 

Screenagers at Maynard High School. 

Administration Regulation #651.1 requires the Superintendent to approve all field trips over  

75 miles from school.  The committee reviewed the paperwork for a field trip from the MHS 

Amnesty International Group.  He approved the field trip to the Great Hall at Cooper Union NY.   

The school committee would like the students to give a report on their trip at a future meeting. 

Student Representative Report 

Olivia and Sophia talked about the International dinner that was held this week. It was a good 

turnout and great evening.  

The National Honor Society world hunger dinner will be on April 12 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at 

the high school.  The representatives also expressed gratitude for an extra rehearsal for the 

musical because of all the snow. They also thanked the custodians for all their hard work also. 

 

 



Citizens Comments 

Garvey Cummings and Madelyn Candella, MHS students, spoke about the current Fowler field 

conditions during their school years playing on the soccer team.  

Garvey also said her senior project is a Glow in the Dark Walk-a-Thon.  This event involves 

surrounding towns where students walk laps for the High School of their choice.  First place 

receives 60% of the profits and second place is 20%.  The rest of the profits go to the Concussion 

Legacy Foundation.  

 

Friends of Maynard Soccer 

This group has been raising funds for a few years for the Fowler fields. Thank you to Justin 

Hemm for representing the School Committee at the meetings and to move the project forward. 

The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) has shown commitment along with the citizens 

of Maynard and has raised $10K.  The Town has also committed money.  

 

Mr. Hemm went before the Board of Selectmen, as did the Maynard Friends of Soccer. The 

CPC, Town and the community are all behind the project. He entertained a conversation about 

adding some money to the project.  

Dr. Gerardi said he would like to support it.  We have some money in our foreign exchange 

account and we can help with the irrigation.  We have about $75K in the account. Ms. Brannelly 

asked what is the shortfall amount that the group is looking for.  Mr. Hemm responded it was 

$25 to $30K. We can also put conditions on it. Other groups are involved in the project also. Ms. 

Mertsch said last time we talked about a dollar amount it was $25K. 

A motion was made by Ms. Mertsch to take $30K from the foreign exchange fund for the 

Maynard Friends of Soccer with the contingency that proportionally if it is not all used a 

percentage of the portion given would be returned to the school department account. 2
nd

 by Mr. 

Hemm. The motion passed 4-0. 

 

MHS Students Leading the Nation 

Mr. Ogden is the TV and Radio teacher at the Maynard high school. He spoke of several awards 

students have won over the past few years and thanked the administrative leadership of  

Dr. Gerardi, Ms. Gaudet and Mr. Caragianes for their support of the program.  There are times 

when a town is known for something.  The communications program can be that thing for 

Maynard. 

 

MHS Students Leading the Nation Videos 

Two videos representing 5 junior and senior students on behalf of the advanced communications 

class, took top honors in a state sponsored video PSA competition.  For their creative efforts, 

both they and their classmates have been invited as guests of honor to the State House, where 

student videos will be shared and discussed.  Also, the Massachusetts Department of Education 

will be sharing their videos via social media in the near future. The following students presented  

their PSA’s. 



 

1. Jaden Meyer, Liam Caldicott and Tom Smith – Leading the Nation:  Setting the Example. 

2. Justin Wilkins, Harrison Bourgeois and Charlie Fitzsimmons: Leading the Nation with 

Tiger Pride. 

3. Olivia Massaro, Katie Wilkins, and Max Ludwig: Leading the Nation: Small Town – Big 

Future. 

4. Siobhan Prince, Molly McPhail: How the Beacon Santa Helps Lead the Nation. 

There was a question and answer period after the video presentation. 

 

SC Admin Reg. 530.1 Wellness – 2
nd

 Reading 

This policy was tabled due to the inability of the wellness committee to meet because of snow 

days. 

 

SC Policy #008: MHS Admission Policy for Chapter 74 Vocational Technical Education 

Programs  2
nd

 Reading 

A motion was made by Ms. Mertsch to pass Policy #008 using the language in Sample A for the 

Admission Process and Sample A for the Selection Criteria. 2
nd

 by Mr. Hemm. The motion 

passed 4-0. 

 

SC Policy#10 Procurement Procedures for Child Nutrition Program 

This policy was a first reading. We had a DESE audit in early March and we were required to 

have this policy. 

 

SC Policy #526 Home/Hospital Student Instruction 

This policy was a first reading. Because of the recent DESE CPR review process, this was one of 

the findings. 

 

SC Policy #550 Code of Conduct  

The policy sub-committee was looking at the code of conduct and discipline. We had this policy 

in place but it’s really discipline because it talked of expectations. We can bring in a new 

discipline policy. Ms. Mertsch and Ms. Capello have been working on this policy and need more 

time. We will bring the policy back for a 1
st
 reading. 

 

SC Policy #019 Student Discipline  

This policy was tabled to a later meeting. 

 

FY19 Budget 

Dr Gerardi stated we are holding off on the budget discussions to some degree because we have 

been attending so many collaborative meetings. We are still looking at a shortfall. The MLT has 

met and Dr. Gerardi will share with the budget sub-committee meeting the list of priorities. 



Congratulations to Michelle Resendes on her budget practices and all her hard work making 

every penny count. 

 

Ms. Brannelly and Ms. Mertsch went before the Board of Selectmen again last week.  We are 

trying hard to squeeze the gap.  The health care premium was less than the 10% projected, we 

asked to be considered for this savings the last time we went before the board.  They heard us 

again last week and everyone is passionate. We are still hopeful. 

 

Members Comments 

Ms. Brannelly attended the performance of the Little Mermaid. The cast was incredible, 

backgrounds were beautiful and the people behind the scenes were amazing.  

Ms. Gaudet thought that this was the most technical production ever done by the students. 

A reminder that May 11 is Leading the Nation Day at the High School where there are senior 

project presentations and also lunch provided. Any community member who wants to be on a 

panel should come forward and let Ms. LaBelle know if they can provide the ½ day 

commitment.  

The High School Counselors went to visit the 8
th

 grade students at the Fowler School and a 

parent night in the works. There will be another event in the spring for parents. 

MCAS is coming up. Letters have gone out about the importance of taking the MCAS. 

 

Ms. Mertsch reported that Green Meadow is having their kindness day. She gave a shout out to 

the teachers and the PTO also had kindness day shirts available for sale. Principal Shea is doing 

good conversations on her blog. Green Meadow has a family open house next week with an art 

show and music performance coming up. 

 

Ms. Houlihan said that the art show is also a fundraiser. The MHS Jazz Café is tomorrow night.  

She asked when the leading the nation website is launching? Dr. Gerardi said right now it is a 

soft launch. We are working on an App that all our events will be linked to the calendar and 

synched to parent phones. There will be alot of changes to the way we communicate. Dr. Gerardi 

is also working on family transitions if parents want to come in and meet with him. 

 

Mr. Hemm attended a professional development class through the Shrewsbury Youth and Family 

Services, Director Christine Mowry, on teaching the warning signs of emerging mental health in 

adolescents.  It is a grant funded program. This could also be a PD effort in Maynard for staff 

and administrators. 

 

Ms. Brannelly asked if we do the PD activity could the Boys and Girls club be involved.  

Ms. Gaudet is working with them in providing wrap around support around health issues/topics. 

She will bring this initiative to that group at the next meeting. 

Mr. Hemm recognized the GM bingo for books. Students had an amazing time.  



 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Hemm to adjourn the meeting by roll call vote at 8:40 p.m. without 

the intent to return to open session. 2
nd

 by Ms. Brannelly. The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

 


