
 

MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

FOWLER SCHOOL LIBRARY 

June 8, 2017 

 

Present: Dawn Capello (Absent), Justin Hemm, Jamal De Vita, Mary Mertsch, Bethlyn Houlihan  

Administrators:  Robert J. Gerardi, Jr., Superintendent; Michelle Resendes, Business Manager, 

Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant Superintendent 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mr. Hemm. 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Dr. De Vita to approve the minutes of May 25, 2017, as written.  2nd by Ms. 

Mertsch.  The motion passed 4-0.  

 

Chairperson's  Report 

Mr. Hemm reported that the Boys Basketball State Championship Team was at the State House this 

week.  Congratulations to the Fowler Band program on their platinum award at the Great East Festival. 

This Thursday, June 10 is the MHS graduation. 

 

Superintendent's Report 

Dr. Gerardi reported that in January of this year, Governor Baker signed House Bill H4719 which 

requires automatic external defibrillators (AEDS) in all public schools and their athletic events. This law 

mandates that each school have on duty a person who has completed a course on CPR and the use of an 

AED. 

The Commonwealth is also in the process of introducing Bill H3733 requiring every graduating high 

school student to be properly trained in the administration of CPR and the proper application of an AED, 

along with the proper training on the Heimlich Maneuver to prevent choking. 

In Maynard, we started having our students trained in 2016 and will provide the training this next school 

year by Bob Schriever. 

 

Student Representative Report 

None 

 

Citizen's Comments 

Ms. Duddy reported that this MHS graduating class was the first class she taught at Green Meadow. 

 

 



MHS Senior Capstone Pathways 

Mr. Caragianes, MHS Principal, presented. 

For many years, the High School has been developing a Senior Project Program.  The program evolved 

to the point where each student involved now completes a college level research paper on a topic of their 

own choice around an academic question they have developed. The students are then placed in an 

internship in a field related to their research. They develop a project that must be of benefit to MHS or 

the greater Maynard community based on what they have learned. Finally, the students present their 

project before a panel of community members and teachers to complete the process. 

From the beginning, the concept of Senior Capstone Pathways was developed with students having a 

choice of Senior Project, Digital Portfolio or Mentorship. 

In the 2017-2018 school year, the 8th grade will be housed at the Fowler School rather than at MHS. As 

a result, the Mentoring Pathway will be closed for the upcoming year. 

Further refinements and changes to the Digital Portfolio and Mentoring will be discussed in the coming 

year. Administration and teachers will realistically assess the resources all three pathways require to be 

effective and successful.  

 

Assabet Valley Amended Collaborative Agreement  

The AVC has been so successful that they have added three additional communities.  

The changes for this agreement reflect the following: 

- The addition of a new member district - Auburn Public Schools. 

- Revision to the mission statement. 

- Revision to the purpose of the collaborative to include the addition of services beyond the scope of 

students aged 3-22 if the collaborative law and regulations allow this in the future. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Hemm to approve the amended Assabet Valley agreement as written.  The 

motion was seconded by De. De Vita. The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Member's Comments 

None 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Hemm to adjourn the meeting by roll call vote to enter into Executive 

Session at 7:28 p.m. without the intent to return to open session. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 

 

 


