
MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

FOWLER SCHOOL LIBRARY 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2017 

 
Present: Justin Hemm, Mary Mertsch, Bethlyn Houlihan (7:06 PM), Mary Brannelly, Dawn 

Capello (Absent) 

Administrators:  Robert J. Gerardi, Jr., Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant 

Superintendent; Michelle Resendes, Business Manager 

Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Ms. Mertsch to approve the minutes of August 24, 2017.  2nd by Ms. 

Brannelly.  The motion passed  3-0. 

 

Chairperson's Report 

Mr. Hemm thanked everyone for all the hard work on the school year opening.  He reminded 

everyone that Friday evening is the first football game of the season at Alumni Field.  This 

meeting we are without Ms. Capello because she had knee surgery.  

 

Superintendent's Report 

Dr. Gerardi thanked everyone for an excellent start. People who had concerns over the new drop 

off and pick-up procedures reached out. The procedure seems to be going more smoothly. 

There have been hearing many positive comments about the opening of school from staff, 

students and parents. 

A list of new employees was distributed to the committee.   

Dr. Gerardi received a letter from the Vice President and Dean of Admissions at Carlton College 

commending Alex Kuchik, who wrote an essay on Mrs. Adams and her influence on his high 

school years in Maynard. 

The Fowler back to school curriculum showcase is September 19, and they have invited the 3
rd

-

grade families up for a 45-minute presentation with the 4th-grade team and then other grade level 

team presentations will be given.  

We have a technology integration model change with the former technology director leaving.  

We now have three part-time technicians. 

Mary Mertsch asked when the MHS student representative to the school committee would be 

coming to the meetings. 

 

Citizens Comments 

Ann Stachowicz asked if the specialists at Green Meadow are still .8 and the library is .5. 

 

Green Meadow/Fowler Arrival and Dismissal Update 

Dr. Gerardi has been outside to monitor the arrival and drop off of students.  It seems to be 

working well.  The Fowler School will continue to be monitored by the police department 

watching speed limits and posting more signage. 



Green Meadow School changes in the drop off procedures will be pushed out again because the 

playground is not ready. The area out back of the school is the only place available to drop off 

students right now.  

Ms. Mertsch said the GM newsletter said some of the kids will go to the playground and some 

other places. How is that going to work?  Dr. Gerardi said they are going to look at different 

models. 

Mr. Hemm asked if there were inclement weather where would the drop off be at Fowler?  Is 

there any feedback from staff members yet?  Dr. Gerardi said the schedule will be revised based 

on the needs of what going on outside. 

Ms. Duddy asked who owns the back field at Green Meadow the school or town? 

Ms. Resendes said the town maintains the fields and the district pays the bills.  

On September 18, the Green Meadow playground is scheduled to be opened for the physical 

structure, not the grass area. The grass area needs to grow more.  There will e consideration for a 

Spring opening. 

A parent wanted to know who made the recommendation on keeping students off the Green 

Meadow field.  When the field in from of MHS was new, no one was allowed on the field for 2 

years.   

Mr. Hemm said the original decision was with the Facilities Department and construction team, 

then onto School Committee and the Superintendent's office. 

 

School Nurse Update 

There were some concerns raised that we would have day to day substitute nurses for the 

upcoming year.  The two new nurses we have hired are highly qualified, full-time nurses for the 

2017-2018 school year.    

Kathleen Souleotis is the nurse at the Green Meadow School.  She is a registered nurse with over 

20 experience years working in the community with children and families. She has 2 children 

and enjoys biking, skiing, and gardening.  Her hope is to bring humor, compassion, and a high 

level of care to the students at Green Meadow School.  As a nearby resident of Chelmsford, She 

is excited to work with students and families in Maynard. 

Karen Allway is the nurse at the Fowler School.  She has a background in business and nursing.  

She worked in acute care for 10 years prior to her experience in school nursing.  She has twins in 

college and enjoys exercise, karate, and loves animals.  She is a strong advocate for the health 

and welfare of children so they can achieve academic success. 

The former GM nurse, Leslie Dowst, and our MHS Nurse/Nurse Coordinator, Mary Ferranti, 

have been transitioning the new nurses the building level intricacies of the positions that they 

vacated.   

 

Members Comments/Questions 

Mr. Hemm was concerned about the record keeping system for the nurses, but the new system 

that the district is rolling out integrates the nursing model. 

Ms. Brannelly asked will the nurses stay next year if everything works out well? 

Dr. Gerardi said we will move to integrate the new Tyler Technology software this year. Next 

year will see lots of new changes.  We will be also using Blackboard Connect more this year for 

communication. 



Ms. Brannelly asked about translating documents. Yes, Blackboard Connect translates. 

Ms. Houlihan appreciates folding the system out over time and moving away from the paper a 

GM.  

Ms. Brannelly asked about schedule changes and recess with bringing the 8th grade back.  

Ms. Brannelly has a client who is a teacher in Waltham and the last two years their teachers have 

been supervising recess and the teachers get to see the students in different environments. 

Ms. Mertsch, Ms. Capello, and Dr. Gerardi are working on updating the bullying policy and a 

forum will be coming October 3 at 7:00 p.m.  

Ms. Brannelly would like the resource officer and Police Chief to come to a meeting and talk 

about the different concerns at the schools. 

Ms. Brannelly reported that the letter sent to the selectmen about the Chapter 70 funds was a 

correspondence at the BOS meeting and not an agenda item.  The school committee wants it on 

the Board of Selectmen's agenda. 

We would like to ask for a joint meeting with BOS and School Committee.  

Ms. Mertsch is reading a book by Jack Schneider called Beyond Test Scores: A Better Way to 

Measure School Quality. 

Ms. Houlihan brought up recess at Fowler for grades 6 and 7
 
as they had it last year and it is 

changed this year. 

Ann – 7
th

-grade recess.  How is replacing recess with reading a book?  It seems contradictory to 

the discussions we had last year. 

Bob will follow up with Principal Seyller on recess. 

Ms. Mertsch and Ms. Houlihan continue to have conversations with the BOS representatives to 

continue to cooperatively move forward and establish priorities.  

 

A motion was made by Ms. Mertsch to close the open session by roll call vote at 7:56 p.m.  2nd 

by Ms. Brannelly.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

 


