
MAYNARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

FOWLER LIBRARY 

NOVEMBER 30, 2017 

 

Present:  Justin Hemm, Dawn Capello, Mary Mertsch (Absent), Mary Brannelly, Bethlyn 

Houlihan  

Administrators: Robert J. Gerardi, Jr. Ph.D., Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant 

Superintendent, Michelle Resendes, Business Manager 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by Ms. Capello to accept the minutes of 11/09/17 as written. 2
nd

 by  

Ms. Brannelly.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Chairperson’s Report 

Mr. Hemm reported that the fall sports season had started. The Fowler talent show was on 

November 29 with a large turnout.  Next Friday, December 8 is the annual Beacon Santa 

Telethon.  Mr. Hemm will go as the chairperson.  All members are welcome to attend. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Dr. Gerardi commented on the concerns around the nurse situation in the schools. We did have a 

substitute nurse problem and it has been solved. We will be more proactive in the future with our 

communication.   We mentioned the tech director position at the last meeting and we are at the 

point of hiring and have to do some reference checks. 

Dr. Gerardi also recognized Michelle Resendes, Carol Riccardi-Gahan and Jennifer Gaudet for 

doing the recent RADAR grant to provide school districts new analyses about their own use of 

people, time, and money, and allow comparisons to other districts.  Maynard was awarded the 

grant for $50k. 

 

Student Representative Report 

Sophia Lappas and Olivia Palmer reported that the High School advisory program in going on 

presently. We had our first advisory and are working on our second. 

The NHS induction was recently held.  The NHS officers felt that the expectations versus what 

was actually does is in need of revamping. We will go back to a community based group.  We 

have 40 members this year made up of juniors and seniors. 

Auditions for the spring musical, The Little Mermaid, will start the first week of December. 

Cross country is going strong. They also were able to have team bonding time. Both Fowler and 

MHS went to districts.  



Dr. Gerardi noted that the whole high school had CPR training and all students will be certified. 

The trainers complemented the students on their outstanding behavior. 

 

Citizen’s Comments 

There was a parent concern because her daughter has severe anaphylactic and asthma problems 

and needs medication. She was upset that there was not a nurse in the building and she was not 

notified of that.  Dr. Gerardi said there has been a lot of miscommunication and we will let you 

know in the future of any health office updates.  

 

Friends of Maynard Soccer 

Jim Hines gave a brief history of the funding for the Fowler fields. The Maynard Community 

Preservation Committee (CPC) has been very generous in the past and the group is asking for 

additional funding.  They asked for the school committee support. Mr. Hemm will be the school 

committee representative to the group. Dr. Gerardi will write a letter for the school committee in 

support as in the past. 

Ms. Capello made a motion to approve Dr. Gerardi writing a letter of support to CPC for the 

$150K grant for the Fowler fields. The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Bullying Prevention and Intervention Policy 

Dr. Gerardi said that this policy was mandated by DESE in 2010. We have been in the process of 

updating it, starting with the bullying forum in October.  He went through the steps in the 

bullying  plan process 

Ms. Capello would like to go further with codes of conduct looked at in each school building.  

Not everything falls under bullying.  We will continue the conversations and report back. 

There are parent concerns about bathroom incidents at the elementary level.  Is there a buddy 

system? Maybe we could have older kids talking to the younger kids. Also, peer leaders for the 

elementary students.  

Parent concerned about students going to the rest rooms alone. There seems like there is a lot of 

activity at the bathrooms.  

We need common language for younger students. They need to advocate for their selves and see 

that everyone in the school has that common language. 

 

Policy #333:  Gifts to the Schools – 2
nd

 reading  

A motion was made by Mr. Hemm to accept the policy as written including a change in 

paragraph two.  “Not in keeping with the schools core values.” 2
nd

 by Ms. Houlihan. 

 

Member’s Comments 

Ms. Brannelly talked about the recent letter sent out by the High School Principal Mr. 

Caragianes around vaping.  Was there any information sent out at the Fowler School?  

We will share the information with all schools.  



What else are we doing? Should we have a forum or information night?  

Ms. Houlihan, Ms. Brannelly along with Ms. Gaudet will have a curriculum committee update. 

Mr. Hemm talked about the sip and stroll and parade downtown this weekend. 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Houlihan to adjourn the meeting without the intent to return to open 

session at 8:28p.m. Second by Ms. Brannelly. Motion passed 4-0. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Colleen Moore 

Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 

 

 


