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F E A T U R E D  O R G A N I Z A T I O N

Palmyra’s school system began in 1821 in a log house on the 
South River, about 2 miles southeast of Palmyra.  This one 
room school house was taught by a veteran of the War of 
1812.

The public school system of Palmyra was virtually 
non-existent until 1835 as sentiment favored 
private schools.  In 1843, Palmyra established a 
public school system with 4 teachers.  Washington 
Free School was completed in 1874, but a separate 
black school was maintained.  In 1913  a high school 
separate from Washington was established.  On 
December 12, 1959, twenty-one school districts 
consolidated to become the Palmyra R-1 School 
District.  

Every year since the Missouri School Improvement Program 
(MSIP) was initiated in the 2001-2002 school year, Palmyra 
R-1 has been accredited with distinction.  The elementary 
student/teacher ratio is lower than the state average.  The 
district’s spending per student currently hovers around 
$8600, which is also the amount charged for out-of-district 
tuition.  Approximately 67% of revenue comes from local 
sources, 26% from the state and 7% from the federal 
government.  

Morgan Ramey was named OPAA Food Manager of the Year 
in 2017, and Palmyra R-1’s bus fleet just earned the Missouri 
State Highway Patrol’s Total Fleet Excellence Award.

Palmyra has a strong Agriculture program graduating many 
FFA State and National Farmers. Since 1990 Palmyra R-1 has 
had 27 top three State teams and 9 National Teams in the 
top 8.  The school offers a number of vocational courses 
through its Ag program including Greenhouse Science, Crop 
Science, Ag Power, Ag Construction, and Ag Economics.

Palmyra R-1 is keeping up with technology.  Every parent 
who has access to the Internet may sign up for the parent 
portal on the district’s website. Through the portal parents 

can view students’ 
grades and medical 
records and check on 
office referrals and 
funds in individual 
lunch accounts.  
New to the portal this year is RevTrak which gives parents 
the option to pay on lunch accounts with credit cards.  In 
addition to the website, www.palmyra.k12.mo.us, each 
building has its own Facebook page and Twitter account.  
The District Twitter account is @Palmyra_R1.  

This is the second year for iPad integration.  Every student 
in grades 5-12 has her/his own iPad.  Every Elementary 
classroom has one iPad available per student, though these 
do not travel home with them.  “In the first year, we were 
able to see teachers use technology to enhance learning.  
Our challenge now is to find ways to keep students engaged 
in the classroom and learn in ways that allow them to acquire 
a deeper understanding of the material they are studying,” 

One-on-one instruction.
Above:
Parents as 
Teachers  
Tuesday
Playgroup.

Palmyra R-1 School District     I       1703 South Main Street     I       P.O. Box 151     I       Palmyra, MO 63461     I        www.palmyra.k12.mo.us 

PALMYRA R-1 SCHOOLS

GOOD LUCK PANTHERS!

http://www.palmyra.k12.mo.us
 http://www.palmyra.k12.mo.us 


Wrestling and girls’ golf are 
both entering their third year, 
and cross-country has recently 
been expanded to include 

Middle School.  One hundred fifty high school students, 
almost half of the enrolled high school population, are 
participating in fall sports.  Football and softball seasons 
have begun.  And did you know that avid senior fans, age 
60 and older, are eligible for free season passes to Palmyra 
home games?

A full time school resource officer is employed by the district 
and has offices in all three buildings, visiting each location on 
no set schedule.  He provided active shooter training to all 
staff before school opened last month.  Staff also participates 
in professional development the first Wednesday of each 
month when students are dismissed at 1 p.m.  Curriculum 
and collaboration are two examples of topics covered.

Using existing district balances, the HVAC units and control 
system at Palmyra Middle School was replaced this past 
summer.  The Palmyra R-1 School Board will place a no-
tax-increase bond issue on the April 2019 ballot to fund 
these additional facility updates:  renovating the High 
School Agriculture Building and the Middle School kitchen, 
improving the Elementary playground and the High School 
tennis courts, building an all-weather track and wrestling 
room and adding keyless entry to the main High School 
doors.

“The Palmyra School Board believes in what’s best for all 
students and staff, “Malone summed up.  “They focus on 
providing the means and the programs for students to learn 
at their highest level.”  

explained Superintendent Kirt Malone.  He added, “The 
internet filtering system we have in place ensures student 
safety; these filters are in place even when 
the students bring the devices home.”  

Entering the 2018-2019 school year, 
enrollment K-12 is up slightly from the 2017-
2018 school year, at 1102.  Ninety-seven 
certified teachers, eight administrators and 
sixty support staff, which include two full-
time nurses and nine new staff members, 
work together to serve Palmyra R-1, a school 
district of which the community can be proud.  

For families with children under five, the 
district offers the Parents As Teachers (PAT) 
Program, which incorporates home visits, 
weekly playgroups and special events throughout the year.  
A full balanced Pre-K program also serves this population.

Working Elementary School families may take advantage 
of before and after school care.  There is only a $1 charge 
for dropping off students between 7-7:30 a.m. and no 
charge after 7:30 a.m.  Students may stay for an after-school 
program until 5:30 p.m. at a cost of $25 per week for one 
child and a tiered additional cost for added family members.

Palmyra has won a number of conference and state titles 
in sports:  Girl’s Basketball won state titles in 1981, 1984 

and 1986.  Boy’s Basketball 
won titles in 1979 

and 1998.  Girl’s 
Softball won state 
championships 
in 1997, 2006, 
2007, and 2008. 

Softball 2018

High School Football / Friday Night Lights.
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TASTE OF PALMYRA
OCTOBER 15
The 12th Annual Taste of Palmyra will be held on Main Street from 5 – 9 p.m. Monday, October 15.  The event will 
include crafts, entertainment, informational booths, and, of course, a lot of food options.  Enter or simple enjoy 
the Car Show and the Antique Tractor Show.  Vendor forms are available CLICK HERE; the submission deadline is 
October 1.   

Bring your children and grandchildren for trunk-or-treat beginning at 5 pm, trick-or-treat, the B&S pedal pull, 
preschool activities provided by the Palmyra Parents As Teachers Program, vendor games, a themed tour at the 
old Marion County Jail, and popcorn and a treat at the Marion County Library.  

TASTE OF PALMYRA
SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
Your business can be a corporate sponsor for the Taste of Palmyra which will be held Monday, 

October 15th.  It’s a way to give back to our local community and emphasize that you are a 

part of the Palmyra Chamber.  Your support helps us to work to promote programs and events 

to make Palmyra and the surrounding area a great place to live and do business.  Last year’s 

attendance topped 2000, and the event was covered by local newspapers and a television 

station. We are anxiously looking forward to even greater success at this year’s event!

For participating as a $125.00 sponsor, your business will be featured on a stage banner listing 

all sponsors, be included in onstage announcements, be featured in radio interviews preceding 

the event, appear in a print ad in the Palmyra Spectator prior to Taste of Palmyra and in the 

after-event thank you also in the Palmyra Spectator.  

Another opportunity to enjoy some “free advertising” and emphasize you are a part of the 

Palmyra Chamber Community is to participate in the event as a Trunk-or-Treat sponsor. Trunk-

or-Treat sponsors decorate the trunk or back of a company vehicle and pass out treats (candy or 

small promotional items) to “trunk-or-treaters” between 5 – 6 p.m.  Truck-or-Treat sponsors are 

encouraged to hang a company banner or sign on their trunk or vehicle and to come in costume!  

Last year we “treated” no less than 500 children.  Could there be even more this year?!    

If your organization would like to participate in this year’s event as a corporate sponsor or

 Truck-or-Treat sponsor, please contact the Chamber office (573-769-0777; palmyrachamber@

gmail.com) or Michelle Merkel at HOMEBANK, (573-769-2001; mmerkel@myhomebank.com).

   

www.showmepalmyra.com
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Chamber Briefs...
The Palmyra Chamber of Commerce held its monthly meeting Tuesday, August 14, at the Palmyra Nutrition Center.  President 
Owen welcomed members and guests Chris Kempke, Community Development Specialist and County Engagement 
Specialist, with Marion County Extension; Jennifer Martin, Care Coordinator, and Amy St. Clair, Registered Nurse, with 
Palmyra Blessing Clinic; and Andrea Zaborowski, a Business Banker with HomeBank.  

Owen thanked Randy & Michele Hopson for another fabulous Marion County Fair.  He shared that the Annual Chamber 
Awards Banquet will be held January 12, 2019, at the Sesquicentennial Building in conjunction with the Bicentennial Kick-
Off Celebration.  Plans are being made to hold a dance with a live band after the awards have been presented.  

PALMYRA CHAMBER MEETS, EATS AND LEARNS AT 
THE PALMYRA NUTRITION CENTER 
Tammy Nix, Site Director, and her volunteer assistant, Ginny Kuntemeyer, gave attendees a better appreciation for the 
services and activities provided at the Senior Nutrition Center.  Nix was hired as director in 2015 when Jill Pflantz retired.  
Monday through Friday, Palmyra Senior Nutrition Center volunteers deliver meals to homebound seniors age 60 and over 
and individuals 18-59 on disability.  On average, about 35 meals are delivered daily.  For those needing the service, weekend 
meals are provided as well.  Weekend meals are put together and delivered on Friday with the regular delivery.

“Some of the people to whom we deliver don’t have anyone else stop by.  I ask volunteers to always see their face or hear their 
voice on each delivery.  It’s not just about delivering food,” Nix elaborated.

All food is cooked at the Monroe City Senior Nutrition Center and volunteer drivers pick up the food each morning and 
bring it back to the Palmyra Nutrition Center where meals are served from warming trays for weekday lunches.  The Palmyra 
Nutrition Center is under the Monroe Nutrition Center and pays them for each meal served.  Seniors sixty and over have a 
suggested contribution of $4 for meal and for those under 60 the cost is $7.   On average, 15 people eat in the Nutrition Center 
each day.  Special events and activities are planned monthly including monthly birthday parties with a Nutrition Center 
Board member serving as host or hostess.

The city of Palmyra owns the building in which the Nutrition Center is located. The city provides and maintains most things 
in the building, but anything cosmetic is done by monies raised from fundraising.  The Palmyra Senior Nutrition Center is 
a non-profit organization supported by meal contributions, private donations, memorials, the Northeast Area Agency on 
Aging, and the Mark Twain Area United Way Agency.    

Fundraisers help raise money needed to pay for food, cosmetic maintenance and monthly activities.  Nix has seen a generous 
response from the community with fundraisers such as the August golf tournament.  

About seventy volunteers currently assist at the Palmyra Nutrition Center.  “This sounds like a lot, but it takes many,” stated 
Nix.  New volunteers are always welcome.

The next monthly Chamber Meeting will be held Tuesday, September 11 at HATS.  
Denise Damron, Executive Director of the United Way for the Mark Twain Area

will be our guest speaker.  



KUDOS
Marion County Fair
Heartfelt thanks and a round of applause go out to all contributors and 
supporters of the Marion County Fair.  The input of so many dedicated 
hard-working volunteers is what makes the fair the success it is.  If you 
see Fair organizers Randy and Michele Hopson or any of the festival 
committee chairpersons be sure to add your personal thank you for all 
of the work they do.  

The Palmyra Chamber is already planning for the 2019 Marion County 
Fair, July 27 – August 3. Why not donate your time and talents to 
this community event?  New volunteers are always welcome and 
much appreciated.  Please contact the Chamber at 573-769-0777, 
palmyrachamber@
gmail.com or on 
Facebook.   

BICENTENNIAL KICK OFF CELEBRATION

SAVE THE DATE
Palmyra will be 200 years old in 2019!  
The Bicentennial Committee will hold Palmyra’s 
Bicentennial Kick-off Celebration in conjunction with 
the Palmyra Chamber’s Annual Awards Banquet on 
Saturday January 12, 2019.  The event will be held, 
appropriately, in the Sesquicentennial Building in 
Flower City Park.  The traditional dinner and awards 
presentation will be followed by a band and dance.  
For the first time, Bicentennial commemorative items 
will be available for purchase.  Plan to be one of the 
first two hundred guests!

Avery Trower, Pre-Junior 
Miss, Emily Goellner, 
Miss Marion County, 
and Delaney Huffman, 
Junior Miss



Business After Hours & Open House 
A T  B L E S S I N G  P A L M Y R A  C L I N I C

Come and bring your families to meet providers 
and staff.  Palmyra Parents as Teachers (PAT) will 
be there will kid-friendly activities.   There’ll be 
door prizes, freebies, and light refreshments.  
Blood pressure checks and clinic tours will be 
available.  Attendees are asked to bring a can of 
food for the Palmyra Food Pantry.

ANNUAL CHAMBER AWARDS
Time to submit those Nominations for Citizen of the Year, Educator of the Year and Volunteer of 
the Year.  Nominations for Educator of the Year don’t have to be for a teacher but may be for any 
individual who positively guides youth or trains others.  

Without you, a deserving candidate may go 
unrecognized!  Although the deadline for nominations 
is Tuesday, December 11, why not submit your 
application before the holidays arrive, and you’re too 
busy or too tired to write?

To assist you, nominating criteria and guidelines are 
available Click Here; they are also available in print 
form at the Chamber office, the Palmyra Spectator, and 
City Hall.  Recipients will be announced at the Palmyra 
Chamber’s Annual Banquet, January 12, 2019.   Send 
your nominations to the Chamber office at P.O. Box 
446, Palmyra, MO 63461 or palmyrachamber@gmail.
com.  

As in the past, the Palmyra Chamber Board of Directors 
will select the recipients for the Business Hall of Fame 
and the Paint Brush Award, the latter for a business 
that has really improved its looks and added that 
“something extra” to our community.  

Nominations for Citizen of the Year, Educator of the Year and Volunteer of the Year are now 

being accepted.   Nominations for Educator of the Year don’t have to be for a teacher but may be 

for any individual who positively guides youth or trains others.  To assist you, nominating 

criteria and guidelines follow.    

PALMYRA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
 “Bringing Business and Community Together” ANNUAL AWARDS NOMINATING CRITERIA & GUIDELINES  Deadline for all nominations is Tuesday December 11, 2018  CITIZEN OF THE YEAR Criteria 

• Has recently made or is making a significant contribution toward the welfare and betterment of 

the Palmyra community through involvement and participation 
• Consistently demonstrated excellence in professional and civic leadership 
• Given freely of her/his time and energy contributing to positive economic growth and stability 

for our area. Guidelines 
Include the following specifics in your nomination letter: • A brief history of the nominee’s work background & involvement in civic and/or social 

organizations 
• The difference the nominee has made & why it is important 
• Examples of her/his achievement(s) from first-hand experience or a range of views & 

perspectives  
• What impact has he/she had? • What makes this nominee different than the others?    

 
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR  Criteria 

• Has consistently demonstrated qualities of compassion, and service to either one organization or 

a variety of volunteer activities in the Palmyra community 
• Has helped inspire and mobilize others to work together 
• The charitable activities / events or service listed on the application cannot be part of the 

nominee’s job description or duties,  and the individual cannot receive any monetary or personal 

benefits from their involvement Guidelines 
Include the following specifics in your nomination letter: • Describe how your nominee has provided significant volunteer service to community (Examples: 

Participation in church groups, mentoring programs, school or community activities, disaster 

relief efforts, cultural or environmental programs, community or service groups, etc.)  

• What makes this nominee different than the others?    
 

Wednesday, 
September 26

5-7 p.m. 
The event is open to the public.  

Nominating Criteria and Guidelines are Available Now... Click Here!

PA L M Y R A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E
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UPCOMING MEETING
DATES & PROGRAMS

YOUR NEXT CHAMBER MEETING IS NOON

   

2018 CHAMBER 
MEMBERSHIP:

You too can be a member of the Palmyra Chamber of 
Commerce.  Membership runs January – December.  

Businesses with only 1-3 employees can join for only $75.  Not-
For-Profit 501(c)3 Organizations and Non-Business Individual 
Memberships are also $75, while Retired Individuals may join 
for $25.  An application and more information are available on 

the Chamber website:  HERE.

Working Together for a 
Stronger Future for the Palmyra Area

Visit
www.showmepalmyra.com

for everything Palmyra!

upcoming events
CALENDAR

Chamber Email Address:  
palmyrachamber@gmail.com 

Palmyra MO Chamber of Commerce
Visit us on Facebook at:

Tu., September 11
HATS.  Denise Damron, Executive Director of the United Way for the Mark 
Twain Area will be our guest speaker.  She will share information about the 

impact the United Way is making on the Palmyra community and how you can 
partner with the United Way to BE THE CHANGE you want to see.   

Tu., October 9
Rebel Pig.  Sam Gibson and fellow members with the The Marion County 

Ambulance District will be our guests.  You will have the opportunity to learn 
Hands-Only CPR – so you can be the bystander who provides life-saving care 

until professional responders arrive. 

Tu., November 13
Northeast Power.  The Chamber is once again being challenged by

Northeast Power to see who can make the most Food Pantry Donations.  Help 
needy families have a blessed Christmas.  Christine Crawford with the Palmyra 
Food Pantry will share an update.  A Christmas in Palmyra representative will 

have details of this year’s holiday event. 

Tu., December 11
HATS.  Mayor Loren Graham will once again update the membership on the 

city’s accomplishments this past calendar year. 

September 1
5th Annual Nick Smyser Memorial Golf 
Tournament~8:30 am Jackson Park

September 7
Grandparents’ Day~1:30 pm, Maple Lawn

September 11, 18, 25
PAT Playgroup~9-10:15 am, Palmyra 
Elementary School (Every Tuesday)

September 11
Quarter Auction to benefit Palmyra Parks & 
Recreation~5:30 pm, Sesquicentennial Bldg.

September 26
Business After Hours and Open House ~
5-7 pm, Blessing Palmyra Clinic 

September 29
Fall City Wide Garage Sales 
 
October 12
Palmyra R-1 Homecoming

October 15
Taste of Palmyra~5-9 pm, Main Street Palmyra

November 3
Set your clocks back 1 hr.  

November 11
Veterans’ Day.  Veteran brick laying 
ceremony~2 pm, Palmyra Courthouse 
Lawn

December 1
Christmas in Palmyra Live Auction & 
Prizes~10 am, Palmyra Courthouse

ANNUAL CHAMBER BANQUET
Save the date for the 2019 Annual 

Chamber Banquet:
Saturday, January 12.  This year’s 

banquet will be held in conjunction 
with Palmyra’s Bicentennial 

Kickoff and will be held at the 
Sesquicentennial Building.  
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