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SULLIVAN COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 300 
BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 

 

June 29, 2018 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Sullivan Community Unit 

School District No. 300 of Moultrie, Shelby, and Coles Counties, Illinois was duly 

called and held on June 29, 2018, at 6:30 p.m., at the Sullivan Elementary 

School Gym within the boundaries of said District. Ann Wheeler was appointed 

President Pro Tem.  President Pro Tem Wheeler called the meeting to order 

and requested roll be called.  Upon roll being called the following members 

answered and were found to be present:  Tyson Grooms, Steve Poland, Erik 

Stollard, Ann Wheeler, and Norman Wood.   

 

Administrators present: Ted Walk 

 

Visitors present:  None 

   

President Wheeler stated that there would be no closed session.  Mrs. Wheeler 

also noted that there were no citizens present. 

 

President Wheeler asked if any item marked as a consent agenda item 

needed to be withdrawn and held for further discussion.   No items were 

withdrawn. 

 

Poland moved that the Board accept the notice of retirement of 

elementary school teacher, Cheryl Kramer, effective June 18, 2018 as 

presented;  accept the notice of retirement of elementary school 

secretary, Ann Sanner, effective June 8, 2018 as presented; accept the 
resignation of high school physical education teacher and high school 

head basketball coach, Chester Reeder, effective June 22, 2018 as 

presented; and terminate employment of special education aide, 

Joann Gibbons, effective June 29, 2018 as presented.  Upon said motion 

being seconded by Grooms, President Wheeler put the question and 

the roll being called the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 
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Superintendent Walk stated that the insurance committee reviewed health, 

dental, vision and life insurance needs for the district.  Bushue Human 

Resources collected bid information.  The District received several bids.  The 

insurance committee met and had representatives from CF&H Blue Cross/Blue 

Shield as well as Egyptian Trust speak regarding their proposals.  The insurance 

committee recommends that the District use the CF&H Blue Cross/Blue Shield 

policy.  Rates are lower, coverage has generally lower deductibles with higher 

Percentages of co-insurance being paid.  Superintendent Walk asked if there 

were any questions.  Poland stated that he was part of the committee and 

was impressed with the preparedness of the committee.  Poland stated that 

he feels that the committee made a very good decision that will benefit the 

teachers, administrators, district and our community.  Walk stated that the 

administrative recommendation is to withdraw from Egyptian Trust and pay 

the employee withdrawal fee and to accept the bid from CF&H for their Blue 

Cross/Blue Shield Health Insurance as well as ancillary coverage for dental, 

vision and life insurance through CF&H. 

 

 Grooms moved that the Board withdraw from Egyptian Trust and pay 

the employee withdrawal fee and to accept the bid from CF&H for 

their Blue Cross/Blue Shield Health Insurance as well as ancillary 

coverage for dental, vision and life insurance through CF&H.  Upon 

being seconded by Poland, the President put the question and roll 

being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that due to Mrs. Kramer’s retirement at the end of 

this school year there is a need to hire a teacher at the elementary school.  

The current vacancy is for a Kindergarten teaching position.  Mr. Allen 

reviewed 19 resumes and interviewed 8 candidates.  The recommendation is 

to employ Jacob Haegen.  Mr. Haegen received a Bachelor’s Degree from 

Illinois State University and a Master’s Degree from Eastern Illinois University.  He 

has taught kindergarten for 16 years at Stewardson-Strasburg Elementary 

School.  He currently lives in Sullivan, is married and has a son and daughter. 

 

 Grooms moved that the Board Employ Jacob Haegen as full-time 

elementary school teacher for the 2018-2019 school year, and that the 

salary paid shall be in accordance with that previously approved by 

the Board of Education (MS+0, 16 years).  Upon being seconded by 
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Stollard, the President put the question and roll being called, the 

following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that due to the resignation of Chester Reeder, 

there is a need to employ a high school physical education teacher.  Craig 

Black is the recommended candidate.  Mr. Black has taught physical 

education at Oakwood High School for the past six years. 

 

 Stollard moved that the Board employ Craig Black as a high school 

physical education teacher for the 2018-2019 school year at the salary 

previously approved by the Board. (BA + 0, 7)  Upon being seconded by 

Poland, the President put the question and roll being called, the 

following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that due to the resignation of Chester Reeder 

there is a need to employ a high school head basketball coach.  Craig Black 

is the recommended candidate.  Mr. Black has coached at Oakwood High 

School for the past four years.  He was the IBCA District 12 Co-Coach of the 

Year in 2011.  His team was recently named the 2018 Vermillion County 

Tournament Champions. 

 

 Grooms moved that the Board employ Craig Black as high school head 

basketball coach for the 2018-2019 season at the stipend previously 

approved by the Board.  Upon being seconded by Stollard, the 

President put the question and roll being called, the following members 

voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 
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Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that there is a need to employ a High School JV 

Volleyball Coach.  Ms. Tabitha Davis has previously coached volleyball and 

has other coaching experience.  She has expressed interest in this position. 

 

 Poland moved that the Board employ Tabitha Davis as high school JV 

volleyball coach for the 2018-2019 season at the stipend previously 

approved by the Board.  Upon being seconded by Stollard, the 

President put the question and roll being called, the following members 

voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that due to the retirement of Ann Sanner, there 

is a need for a full-time secretary at the elementary school.  Mrs. Poynor has 

been serving as part-time aide in the elementary office and a part-time 

special education aide for the past year.  It is the administrative 

recommendation to transfer Mrs. Poynor’s employment from aide to full-

time elementary school secretary effective July 1, 2018. 

 

 Stollard moved that the Board transfer employment of Sara Poynor as 

full-time secretary for the 2018-2019 school year effective July 1, 2018, 

and that the wages paid shall be in accordance with that approved by 

the Board of Education.  Upon being seconded by Grooms, the 

President put the question and roll being called, the following members 

voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that there is a need to employ a part-time 

elementary school secretary.  Mrs. Ann Sanner is the recommended 

candidate. 
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 Stollard moved that the Board employ Ann Sanner as part-time 

elementary school secretary for the 2018-2019 school year.  Upon being 

seconded by Grooms, the President put the question and roll being 

called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that due to the changing roles of Craig Toler from 

special education aide to physical education teacher there is a need to 

employ a full-time special education aide at the high school.  Mr. Darian 

Sparrow is the recommended candidate.  Mr. Sparrow will be assisting in Mrs. 

Isaacs’ classroom. 

 

 Stollard moved that the Board employ Darian Sparrow as a full-time 

special education aide for the 2018-2019 school year at the salary 

previously approved by the Board.  Upon being seconded by Grooms, 

the President put the question and roll being called, the following 

members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that due to the needs of students Individualized 

Education Profiles, there is a need to employ a full-time special education 

aide at the elementary school.  Ms. Angelina Adams is the recommended 

candidate.  Ms. Adams will be assisting in Mrs. Grohler’s classroom. 

 

 Poland moved that the Board employ Angelina Adams as full-time 

special education aide for the 2018-2019 school year at the salary 

previously approved by the Board.  Upon being seconded by Stollard, 

the President put the question and roll being called, the following 

members voted: 
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Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

Superintendent Walk stated that due to the termination of Joann Gibbons, 

there is a need to employ a full-time Response to Intervention Aide at the 

middle school.  Ms. Jennifer Strauf is the recommended candidate. 

 

 Stollard moved that the Board Employ Jennifer Strauf as full-time 

Response to Intervention aide for the 2018-2019 school year pending 

receipt of her paraprofessional license, at the salary previously 

approved by the Board.  Upon being seconded by Poland, the 

President put the question and roll being called, the following members 

voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that due to the needs of students Individualized 

Education Profiles, there is a need to employ a part-time special education 

aide at the elementary school.  Ms. Stacy Hill is the recommended candidate. 

Ms. Hill will be assisting in Mrs. Grohler’s classroom. 

 

 Stollard moved that the Board employ Stacy Hill as part-time special 

education aide for the 2018-2019 school year at the salary previously 

approved by the Board.  Upon being seconded by Grooms, the 

President put the question and roll being called, the following members 

voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that due to the needs of students Individualized 

Education Profiles, there is a need to employ a part-time special education 

aide at the elementary school.  Ms. Tammy Tippit is the recommended 

candidate.  Ms. Tippit will be assisting in Mrs. Seeley’s classroom. 
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 Poland moved that the Board employ Tammy Tippit as part-time special 

education aide for the 2018-2019 school year at the salary previously 

approved by the Board.  Upon being seconded by Stollard, the 

President put the question and roll being called, the following members 

voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk requested that items 7-13, 7-14, and 7-15 be tabled.  Mr. 

Walk would like to wait to hire part-time RtI aides until such time we can 

ensure that student needs do necessitate that.  Title grant dollars can also be 

used to employ RtI positions so we are waiting for more information.  It is likely 

we will be pursuing some additional part-time aides in the future. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that due to the resignation of Heather Wilson, 

there is a need to employ a yearbook sponsor for Sullivan Elementary School.  

Cassie Becker (1st Grade teacher) is the recommended candidate for this 

position. 

 

 Stollard moved that the Board employ Cassie Becker as yearbook 

sponsor for the 2018-2019 school year and that the salary paid shall be 

in accordance with that previously approved by the Board of 

Education.  Upon being seconded by Grooms, the President put the 

question and roll being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that Mark Waelde serves as the District IT 

Technician in a role that is very diverse and requires a specialized skill set.  

After analyzing Mr. Waelde’s salary and duties in comparison to similar 

positions in other school districts, an adjustment to his salary is appropriate. 

 

 Stollard moved that the Board increase Mark Waelde’s salary to $55,000 

beginning July 1, 2018.  Upon being seconded by Grooms, the President 
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put the question and roll being called, the following members voted:  

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that Both Illinois Elementary School Association 

(IESA) and Illinois High School Association (IHSA) require certain levels of 

training for non-teaching coaches whether employed by the District or not.  

District procedures also call for background checks for various levels of 

volunteers.  In addition, it is important for insurance and program coordination 

that IESA/IHSA Program Volunteers be approved by the Head Coach, 

Administration and the Board of Education.  Recommended IESA/IHSA 

Program Volunteers at this time are Jerry Lane and Shane Ruppert as 

Volunteer Assistant SMS Baseball Coaches. 

 

 Poland moved that the Board approve Jerry Lane and Shane Ruppert 

as Volunteer Assistant Middle School Baseball Coaches for the 2018-

2019 season.  Upon being seconded by Grooms the President put the 

question and roll being called, the following members voted:  

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Poland moved the meeting be adjourned. Upon said motion being 

seconded by Grooms, the President put the question and the roll being 

called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, White 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said meeting adjourned at 6:25 a.m.  
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       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

       Norman Wood, Secretary 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

 

Ann Wheeler, President Pro Tem 


